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Welcome to AP Language and Composition! This is an exciting class that will ask you to look 
closely and question the world around you as you make your way through a variety of non-
fiction readings. This summer’s reading assignment is designed to give you an introduction to 
the type of reading you will experience and the degree of close reading you will do throughout 
the course.  
 

The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the development and revision of 
evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, 
and the decisions writers make as they compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and 
cite research to support their arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical elements 
and their effects in nonfiction texts—including images as forms of text— from a range of 
disciplines and historical periods.  
 

This class requires you to delve deeply into the readings, to question the writer’s intent, purpose 
and bias, and to grapple with the issues the writer presents. With this in mind, you will have two 
major reading assignments over the summer. Do not wait until the last minute to read these 
books. You will not be able to read on the intense level the assignment requires if you wait until 
the last week of summer vacation to complete this assignment. Start early and give yourself 
enough time to fully analyze the readings.  
 
Your books for this summer’s reading assignment are:  
 

Outliers by Malcom Gladwell  
On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King  

 

You may order these books online or buy at a bookstore.  You will be marking them up and 
annotating inside them. 
 

Before beginning your work, please join the Google classroom as this is the place for you to 
submit your work as well as interact with your teacher and peers should you have any questions. 
 

Finally, any hint of plagiarism on your part of the summer assignment will result in a zero 
and the possible removal of the student from AP English. Do not look up someone else’s 
analysis of these works; the point is to come up with your own. If you do not complete the 
summer assignment, you will be moved to the regular English III class. No excuses. We 
realize things happen. However, rules are rules, and this is the rule. It is not fair to other 
students who have put in the work. 
 

Failure to turn in these assignments will put you in a very deep hole before the year even 
begins. There will be no excuses for non-completion. Remember that AP Language and 
Composition is a college-level course. There are certain behaviors expected from all 
students in this class; responsibility and maturity rank highly among them. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to email me or reach out on the Google Classroom stream. 
 
Ms. Bragg, ellie.bragg@saladoisd.org 
Google Classroom Code: quketxvh  
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Assignment 1 – Annotation Assignment: 
Annotate the books (yes! All of them!!) as you read. You can do this with sticky notes or directly 
in the book if you have purchased it. You will annotate everything you read in AP Language and 
Composition, so this is an incredibly important skill to practice over the summer.  
 
Reading and constructing meaning from a text is a complex and active process; one way to slow 
down and develop critical analysis skills is to annotate the text as you read. What you annotate in 
this class will most often be left up to your own discretion.  
 
Suggestions for annotating text can include labeling and interpreting literary devices (metaphor, 
simile, imagery, personification, symbol, alliteration, metonymy, synecdoche, etc.), labeling and 
explaining the writer’s rhetorical devices and elements of style (tone, diction, syntax, narrative 
pace, use of figurative language, etc.); or labeling the main ideas, supportive details and/or 
evidence that leads the reader to a conclusion about the text. Of course, annotations can 
ALWAYS include questions that you pose and comments regarding connections to other texts 
that you make while reading.  
 
The following list of things to think about/look for will help you with this task:  
1. Reader Response: Be able to trace your reactions, to ask questions in class, to remind 

yourself when you find answers to earlier questions. This should help note the writer’s 
effectiveness.  

2. Speaker: Think about how who the writer is and what he/she knows is communicated. What 
can you tell or what do you know about the speaker that helps you understand the point of view 
expressed? This should help you decide the author’s credibility.  

3. Purpose: Think about the author’s purpose in writing this book and whether or not they are 
effective in that purpose. The purpose can also vary chapter by chapter. 

4. Audience: Think about what kind of person or people the author intended as the audience and 
whether or not the author is able to connect with that audience effectively. Are there any 
assumptions that exist in the text about the intended audience? 

5. Context: What is the time and place of this piece? What is happening in the world as it relates 
to the subject of the speech or the speaker/writer? 

6. Exigence: Think about what caused the author to write about this topic and whether or not it is 
a valid reason. What was the catalysis that moved them? How did that event impact them? 

7. Choices, Appeals, and Tones: Think about the author’s techniques in delivery and how 
effective the author’s methods are for rhetorical purposes- the use of subtitles, patterns, style, 
structure, tone, diction, appeals (ethos/pathos/logos), etc. 

 
 
 
**You do not need to type and prepare each of these sections, but evidence of thorough 
annotation is expected 
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Assignment 2 – Gladwell Assignment: 
In addition to annotating, you will complete a double entry journal for your book. You will 
submit a total of 9 entries that span the entire book. This will be collected as a test grade. Make 
sure quotes are easily identified and cited.  
 

Double Entry Journal  
The double entry journal combines note taking with commentary. It provides two columns in 
dialogue with one another. As you read the novel, identify the main claim (not a sub/secondary 
claim or general observation) of each chapter (Chapters 1-9). You will keep a double entry 
journal in which you note passages that are revealing of Gladwell’s primary purpose in the 
reading (essentially, what is the main argument being made for that chapter?).  
 

Keep the double entry journal as follows:  
 Create a table in a word document (you may handwrite them first, but they need to be typed 

for credit)  
 On the left side of the page, cite (quote) passages that reveal Gladwell’s purpose/claim for 

Chapters 1-9 (this can be directly or indirectly, but the quote should still classify as a claim). In 
parenthesis, write the chapter and page number.  

 On the right side, reflect on Gladwell’s argument by explaining (1) at least two pieces of 
evidence he incorporates to support this claim, (2) at least three writing techniques he uses to 
make his writing effective/persuasive, and (3) whether or not Gladwell’s claim is valid based 
on the evidence presented (consider bias, type of evidence used, etc.). 

 

**DO NOT SIMPLY SUMMARIZE THE PASSAGE! YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE 
CREDIT FOR SUMMARIES OF THE PASSAGE.  
 

Example: This is just the model. Your entries will be longer and more developed. 
 

Author’s Claim Reflection 

“They had to 
appreciate the idea 
that the values of 
the world we 
inhabit and the 
people we 
surround ourselves 
with have a 
profound effect on 
who we are” 
(Introduction, pp. 
10-11). 

1. Gladwell supports this claim by referencing Wolf’s study of the Rosetans, who 
demonstrated that a healthy and tight-knit community can have lasting positive effects 
on each individual. Gladwell also describes the history of the Rosetans to provide 
context for the aforementioned study. 

 

2. Gladwell first begins by establishing what an outlier is by definition, which ensures all 
readers have a baseline understanding as they move into the chapter and the book as a 
whole. This helps establish Gladwell’s line of reasoning. Additionally, Gladwell 
illustrates the history of the Rosetans in a story-telling way, making the nonfiction text 
read more as a fictional story which is often more appealing to most readers. Lastly, 
Gladwell saves his claim of the chapter until the end, which builds anticipation around 
the story as a whole, as a reader would be consistently questioning the point behind 
being told a seemingly random story about a remote town’s history.  

 

3. Gladwell’s claim holds some validity, as he incorporates specific evidence to introduce 
and support the idea that people are deeply influenced by their surroundings. However, 
there is a lack of validity in regards to how he really only utilizes the example of the 
Rosetans to support his claim. It would be more validating to have examples of other 
towns similar to Roseto, as that would establish a consistent pattern rather than 
monopolizing an argument on a single coincidence. 
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Assignment 3 – King’s On Writing Assignment:  
Have you ever wondered: “Did the author mean to do that?” King’s book On Writing, which is 
subtitled A Memoir of the Craft, provides an excellent response to that question. As King states 
in the introduction to this book, “What follows is an attempt to put down, briefly and simply, 
how I came to the craft, what I know about it now, and how it’s done” (King xv). In this book, 
you will learn that writers do indeed make deliberate choices about diction, syntax, details, and 
other elements as they compose their work. (This analysis is a major component of the work we 
will do in AP Lang.) The book is divided into four sections: C.V., Toolbox, On Writing, and On 
Living: A Postscript. Your assignments will, likewise, be divided into four sections. For each 
task below, please include proper MLA documentation and citation for the passages discussed. 
These must be typed (Times New Roman 12 pt. font, double spaced) and will be collected as 
four daily grades. Please note that, while each assignment below has a specified word count, the 
most important aspect of each assignment is the content and quality! 
 

- Task #1: C.V.  
This is a non-fiction text, but it often reads like a novel. To tell his story, King uses literary 
elements and techniques (i.e. imagery, dialogue, figurative language) which we often associate 
with fictional pieces. Identify three passages in this section in which King uses such 
elements/techniques effectively. Explain the elements/techniques he uses and why they are 
effective in helping King achieve his purpose. Your own thoughts and explanations should be 
around 300-500 words total (that is not including the quotes/passages). 
 

- Task #2: Toolbox  
Create a writer’s toolbox for yourself. Identify 7 rules of writing that King discusses in this 
section (include the page number) which you think are important or interesting. As you select 
them, think about your own strengths and weaknesses as a writer. Please number your selections 
1-7. Then add an additional 7 rules of writing which you have either practiced or been taught 
throughout your school career. Example: Don’t begin a sentence with “and.” In class, we will 
discuss the merit of these various “rules.” Each rule can be listed as a single sentence (no 
explanations needed). 
 

- Task #3: On Writing  
How does King feel about writing? How do you know? Choose three key passages from this 
section in which King defines writing, either directly or figuratively. In your own words, 
restate King’s point about writing in the passage and explain why you think this point is 
interesting or important. Your own thoughts and explanations should be around 300-500 words 
total (that is not including the quotes/passages). 
 

- Task #4: On Living: A Postscript  
This task does not pertain to just this section of the book. Rather, explain your opinion of King 
as both a writer and a person. Would you consider reading one of his books now, for example? 
(If you have read his books prior to this assignment, has your opinion of the author changed? If 
so, how?) What do you think King’s purpose was in writing this book? Support your answers 
to both prompts with evidence from the text. This should be around 500 words. 


