
 
 

Honors English II Summer Reading 2025-2026 
 

Students and Parents of incoming sophomores,  
 
Honors English II is a rigorous study of grammar, literature and composition which creates a foundation 
for Advancement Placement English classes. Honors English courses contain a challenging curriculum 
and students must be self-disciplined and willing to adhere to a high standard of excellence in their 
coursework.  
 
The curriculum consists of reading classical and contemporary literature, writing literary analysis, and 
reading and analyzing more than one piece of work at the same time. Students must demonstrate a 
thorough work ethic, responsibility for their assignments and learn from mistakes in order to 
succeed in this class. In addition, Honors English courses are based upon college-level work and 
sometimes the reading material contains mature language, content or themes. If you find this 
objectionable, you may want to reconsider Honors classes.  
 
Before entering the Honors English II class, students must complete a summer reading assignment. 
Students are required to read and annotate one novel, study literary terms, and complete a dialectical 
journal. We will spend the first couple weeks of school completing assignments based upon the novel. 
Annotations will be checked and graded as a daily grade on the first day of school. There will be a 
Literary Terms Quiz the second full week of school and the dialectical journal will be due on the 
first Monday of school. The dialectical journal will be a test grade. Failure to complete these 
assignments on time may result in removal from the course.  
 
Required Texts:   
 
Divergent by Veronica Roth 
 
 
I look forward to an exciting and rewarding year. See you in August.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Salado 
English 
Dept.



Tools: Highlighter, Pen, and Your Text 
Color Highlighters: 
Each color is representative of a specific literary element that will be important to complete for comprehension and 
analysis.  

Yellow= important events or moments that catch your attention in the story. [WOW factor] 
Green= reflections of tone OR words you may not know 
Pink= plot building events from the rising action to the resolution 
Blue= characters and evidence of their motivation and/or change 
Orange= conflict moments/possible resolutions or foreshadowing 

 
At first, you will probably highlight too little or too much; with experience, you will choose more effectively which 
material needs to be highlighted. Note: it is better to highlight parts of a paragraph or page instead of whole sections 
because it looks at how words are used and interpreted. 
 
Format: 
Inside Front Cover: Major character list with small space for character summary and for page 
references for key scenes or moments of character development, etc 
 
Inside Back Cover: Build a list of themes, allusions, images, motifs, and key scenes as you read. Add page references 
and/or notes as well as you read. Make a list of vocabulary words on a back page or the inside back cover, if there's still 
room. 
Possible ideas for lists include the author's special jargon and new, unknown, or otherwise interesting words.  
Beginning of Each Chapter: Provide a quick summary of what happens in the chapter. Title each chapter or section as 
soon as you finish it, especially if the text does not provide headings for chapters or sections. 
 
Top margins: Provide plot notes a quick few words or phrases that summarize what happens here. Go back after a 
chapter, scene, or assignment, and then mark it carefully. (Useful for quick location of passages in discussion and for 
writing assignments). 
 
Bottom and Side Page Margins: Interpretive notes (see list below), questions, and/or remarks that refer to the meaning of 
the page. Markings or notes to tie in with notes on the inside back cover. 
 
Interpretive Notes and Symbols to be used: In PEN and as you read, use marginal notes to mark key material. 
Marginal notes can include check marks, question marks, stars, arrows, brackets, and written words and phrases. Use the 
following system to help you. 
 
• Write questions or comments in the margins of your thoughts or "conversation" with the text. 
• Connect ideas with lines or arrows. 
• Use numbers in the margin: to indicate the sequence of points the author makes in developing a single argument. 
• Use an “*” asterisk, in the margin (use a consistent symbol): to emphasize important statements in the book. 
• Use “???” for sections or ideas you don't understand. 
• Use “😐” next to words you don't know. Define them in the margins. 
• Use A checkmark “!” means "I understand" 
• Use “!!!” when you come across something new, interesting, or surprising. 
• Use an “S” for Symbols: A symbol is a literal thing that also stands for something else, like a flag, a cross, or fire. 

Symbols help to discover new layers of meaning. 
• Use an “I” for Imagery: Imagery includes words that appeal to one or more of the five senses. Close attention to imagery 

is important in understanding an author's message and attitude toward a subject. 
• Use an “F” for Figurative Language: Figurative language includes things like similes, metaphors, and personification. 

Figurative language often reveals deeper layers of meaning. 
• Use a “T” for Tone: Tone is the overall mood of a piece of literature. Tone can carry as much meaning to the story as the 
plot does. 
 
Adapted from "An Annotation Guide: How and Why to Annotate a Book" by Nick Otten 
 



1.	

*In	this	example	there	are	4	dots	
because	one	is	a	period	marking	the	
end	of	a	sentence	in	the	quoted	
passage.	

1.	 “I	 am	 looking	 at	 a	 rusty	
wheelbarrow	in	a	town	
where	the	air	smells	of	
blood	and	flesh.					 I	am	
looking	at	my	own.	I	lay	
sweating	for	a	few	minutes	
on	the	cool	wooden	floor	
where	I	had	fallen,	before	
turning	on	the	light	so	that	I	
could	completely	free	
myself	from	the	dream	
world”	(18-19).	

 
Comments	

 
Passages	

The	wheelbarrow	has	a	dead	
body	in	it	and	he	is	taking	it	to	
the	cemetery.	As	he	looks	at	
the	body,	he	is	seeing	it	as	if	a	
part	of	him	has	already	died.	
He	wakes	from	the	nightmare	
struggling	with	the	new	life	
he	now	has	in	New	York.	On	
the	one	hand,	he	wants	to	
move	forward	and	find	
happiness	but	his	dreams	
haunt	him	and	remind	him	of	
his	past.	This	section	focuses	
on	just	how	difficult	Ishmael’s	
internal	struggle	really	is.	

As	Ch.	2	begins,	we	flash	
forward	to	Ishmael’s	new	life	
in	New	York	City.	He	relates	a	
dream	of	pushing	a	
wheelbarrow.	

RESPONDING TO THE TEXT: You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important thing to remember 
is that your observations should be specific and detailed. You can type or handwrite your entries. It must be legible. I will 
not spend time trying to decipher handwriting. Three to six sentences per entry is sufficient. This should be your thoughts 
and come from your annotations. Please do not use study.com or the like as this is plagiarism and often contains incorrect 
information. 
 

Dialectical Journal Instructions & Sample Entry Instructions: 
(1) Fold a piece of paper in half or draw a line down the middle of the 
sheet to create two columns. (2) Label the left-hand column “Passages” and the right- hand 
column “Comments.” (3) Find 9 significant quotes or passages from throughout the novel 
and copy them into the left-hand column. The passages should come from the beginning, 
middle, and end of the book. For long passages, you may use the ellipsis dots ( . . . ) to skip 
parts of the text. (4) In the right-hand column, explain the context of the passage (i.e., what 
is going on in the story) and add any comments you have about the passage (personal 
reactions, analysis of content and literary devices, etc.). Use complete sentences for your 
comments and write neatly. This may be done as a Google doc as long as it is set up like the 
example below. 

 
Example of a Dialectical Journal Entry: A Long Way Gone 

 
 
 
 

Number your 
passages. 

 
Place quotation 
marks at the 
beginning and 
end of the 
passage to show 
that it is copied 
word for word 
from the text. 

 
After the closing 
quotation mark 
but before the 
period, write the 
number(s) of the 
page(s) where 
the passage 
appears. 
Enclose this in 
parentheses. 

Context: 
briefly 
tell what is 
going on in the 
story at this 
moment. 

 
 

Comments: 
analyze the 
passage and 
explain any 
reactions you 
have. Show 
depth of 
thought. 



AP Literary Terms List "A"—STUDY these terms. There will be a test the 2nd week of school. 
 

The following literary terms are usually used on the AP exam. In order to use our time more effectively, we need to be 
able to use these words as we study writing and literature. Try to understand and use  them as much as possible. 

 
I. allusions - reference to a piece of literature, well-known historical event, person, place 

 
2. analogy - a point by point comparison between two dissimilar things resulting in an abstraction, 
comparison/contrast 

 
3. antagonist - person or force who opposes the protagonist; enemy 

 
4. assertion - a positive statement 

 
5. climax -the moment of highest emotional intensity; when the outcome of the conflict is finally made clear 

 
6. conflict - struggle between opposing forces; external or internal 

 
7. diction - a writer's choice of words 

 
8. exposition -information provided regarding the characters, setting, theme; writing that provides information or 
explains a subject 

 
9. euphemisms - a nicer word(s) used in place of an offensive term. Instead of "She's as mean as Hitler!" use 
"She's a little stressed-out." 

 
10. flashback - relating an event from an earlier time 

 
11. form - structure, shape, pattern, organization 

 
12. foreshadowing - the use of clues that hint at important plot developments that follow 

 
13. imagery - words or phrases that use description to create images in the reader's mind 

 
14. juxtaposition - placing different ideas side by side for added meaning 

 
15. lament - to mourn or regret 

 
16. literary response - when a reader makes meaning of the text by using allusions, literary references to style, 
tone, point of view, diction, symbols as well as personal experiences. 

 
17. mood - the emotional  feeling  given  by  the  author 18 

narrative pace - how quickly/slowly events progress 

19. oxymoron – figure of speech that puts together two opposing ideas 
 

20. plot - the sequence of related events that make up a story/drama 
 

2!. point of view - vantage point from which a narrative is told: first, limited third, omniscient third 
 

22. rhetoric - an oratory or speech and the desired effect; a rhetorical question involves an answer that is obvious, 
but deeper meaning must be explored; presentation of facts and ideas in clear, convincing, attractive language. 

 
23. self-parody - poking fun at one's self through a piece of literature 

 
24. soliloquy- character makes an extended speech alone on stage 

 
25. style- writer's choice of words, sentence structure, use of imagery and figurative language 

 
26. syntax - the way words are put together 

 
27. synopsis - a brief statement or outline of a subject. Usually it covers setting, characters, plot, outcome, 
theme 



AP Literary Terms List "B" 
 

1. allegory - a story with more than one level of meaning - parable, fable - usually teaches a moral or 
lesson 

 
2. apostrophe - writer speaks directly to an idea, quality, object, or person not present 

 
3. citation - use proof for support; quote authoritative sources, page numbers in a source 

 
4. colloquial - characteristic to a particular region; informal in diction-or style 

 
5. connotation - emotional meaning of a word 

 
6. denotation - explicit, literal, dictionary meaning of a word 

 
7. digression - to stray from the point 

 
8. dynamic character - one who changes in personality or attitude during the story 

 
9. ellipsis - omission of words necessary for the complete construction but not necessary for 
understanding 

 
10. idiomatic - cannot be translated literally; characteristics of a given language. 

 
11. irony - contrast between expected/unexpected, what is stated/meant 

 
12. metaphor - comparison between dissimilar things "Life is a box of chocolates." 

 
13. meter (poem) - regular pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of verse 

 
14. parable - simple story illustrating a moral or religious lesson 

 
15. paradox - contradictory truth - "The coach considered this a good loss." 

 
16. persuasion - speaking/writing intended to influence actions of another 

 
17. protagonist - central or sympathetic character 

 
18. resolution - final unraveling of plot and conflicts 

 
19. speaker - the voice in a poem - character or poet? 

 
20. static character - a character who does not change during the course of the story 

 
21. syllogism - formula for presenting an argument logically; reasoning from the general to the specific 

 
22. symbolism - use of an object that maintains its own meaning and stands for something else 

 
23. theme - the central message; the idea the author wishes to convey about the subject 

 
24. tone - attitude a writer takes toward the subject or the reader 

 
25. trite - overused; commonplace; cliché 

 
26. turning point - crucial moment when fate is sealed and ending will be happy/unhappy 

 
27. understatement - saying less than what is meant: "This heat wave is a bit warm." 


