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​ Good afternoon Mrs. Gillingham, Mr. Coyle, faculty and staff, and my fellow students.  
​ I would like to begin by expressing my deepest gratitude to all of the people who helped 
to make this moment possible. Thank you to Ms. Recicar, Ms. Patterson, Mr. Althage, and Ms. 
Ahearn, who all opened the opportunity for me to dive representing Carrollton and to be able to 
pursue my sport on a collegiate level. To my sisters, thank you for always believing in me and 
always being in my corner no matter what. I am so grateful for all of the love and support you 
have shown me in everything I have pursued, from diving to crocheting. To my coaches, Coach 
Sally, Coach Dario, and Coach Rio, thank you for dedicating hours on end to making sure I 
accomplished the goals I once thought were impossible. Lastly, to my parents, thank you for 
always pushing me to be the best version of myself and to reach a level I myself did not know 
was possible. Thank you for being the person I want to turn to celebrate with and to turn to 
when I need a shoulder to cry on. None of this would have been possible without you.  
​ As I sit here today, nearing the end of this chapter, I cannot help but think back to the 
beginning. I remember sitting in the crowd as a freshman watching a senior sign, quietly hoping 
that that would be me one day. As that goal seemed so far away then, I can see how far I have 
grown after these past few years as an athlete, student, and overall person. I used to ask 
myself, “Why me?” but now, I ask, “Why not me?” Why not me getting a high score on that dive? 
Why not me placing at States? Why not me getting to sign to my dream school? And why not 
you? Why not you sitting up here signing in the future? Why not you making the team? Why not 
you getting into your dream school? 

I look back now, and think was it all worth it? Was every flop, every moment of fear at the 
edge of the board, every feeling of anxiety before a meet, every tear of frustration, and every 
bruise after a smack worth it? I can confidently say it was. Every hug from a teammate, every 
laugh after a failed dive, every feeling of satisfaction when getting a dive after struggling on it for 
months, every feeling of courage after jumping off the 10 meter platform, every applause from a 
coach—it was all worth it.  
​ So take that jump off the diving board. Push a little harder. Run that extra lap. Solve that 
tougher math problem. Cheer for that teammate a little louder. Dream bigger. Want that goal a 
little more because you never know how far that drive can really take you. Thank you!  
 
 
 
  


