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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR VOTING MEETING HELD ON APRIL 10, 2025 
 

I.​ CALL TO ORDER 
 
          Cindy Cook, President, called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 
 
II.​ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
III.​ ROLL CALL 
 
​ Present: 

Cindy Cook, President 
Ronald Miller, Vice President 
Terri Ellinwood, Secretary 
Tom Karczewski, Member 
Susan Smith, Treasurer 
Carla Schriver, Member 
Darcelle Slappy, Member 
Kayla Stevenson, Member 
Dr. Donna Nugent, Superintendent 
Tony Giglio, Solicitor 
Gary Ceccarelli, Business Manager 
Joyce Depenhart, Director of Student Services 
Mary Beth Leeman, Special Education Compliance Director 
Doug Rowe, High School Principal 
Tom House, Middle School Principal 
Bryan Fabyanic, Central Elementary Principal 
Jonell Egan, Central Elementary Assistant Principal 
Chad Thomas, Big Beaver Principal 
John Cleckley, Technology Director 
Chris Posset, Director of Physical Plant  
Absent: 
Michele Manno, Member 
Josh Ginther, Middle School Assistant Principal 
Dave Woods, High School Assistant Principal 

 IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

       Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Susan Smith that the    
       Board approve the minutes of the Regular Voting Meeting held on March 20,  
       2025. 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
V. AMENDMENT TO AGENDA 
 
    Motion was made by Ron Miller and seconded by Carla Schriver that the Board approve     
    amending the agenda to add an unpaid leave of absence.  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
VI. APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR PAYMENT 
 
     Motion was made by Tom Karczewski and seconded by Carla Schriver that the  
    Board approve the following bills for payment: 

General Fund for March 2025 - $1,627,396.83​  

​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
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 VII. FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Susan Smith that the Board 
approve the following financial reports: 
 
Treasurer’s Report –March 2025 

          Budget Recap –March 2025 
 ​ Student Activities Fund-March 2025  

                         ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

VIII. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT​  
 
         INFORMATIONAL-Mr. Steve Wellendorf was introduced as Director of Student   
         Services, effective May 12, 2025. 
​ ​ ​   ​  

1.​ PERSONNEL 

A.​ Retirement 

      1. Daniel Showalter has submitted his letter for retirement from the maintenance  
         department effective June 2, 2025, with 23 years of service to the District.    

                    
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Tom Karczewski and seconded by Darcelle Slappy 
​ that the Board approve Daniel Showalter's retirement from the  

maintenance department effective June 2, 2025, with 23 years of service  
to the District.  

          
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
​     2. Michael Podbielski has submitted his letter for retirement from the maintenance  

        department effective June 30, 2025, with 18 years of service to the District.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla Schriver 

that the Board approve Michael Podbielski's retirement from the  
maintenance department effective June 30, 2025, with 18 years of service  
to the District.  
 

Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

​     B. Leave of Absence 
 

1.​ Ryan Houk is requesting an unpaid leave day for March 31, 2025. 
 

MOTION 
 
Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Darcelle Slappy that  
the Board approve Ryan Houk's request for an unpaid leave day for March 
31, 2025.  
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​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

2.​ Carrie Witter is requesting unpaid leave days for March 12 & 24, 2025 and April 7  
through April 11, 2025. 

 
MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Ron Miller and seconded by Carla Schriver that the  

Board approve Carrie Witter's request for unpaid leave days for March 12  
& 24, 2025 and April 7 through April 11, 2025.  

 
Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
3.​ Rebecca Duble is requesting unpaid leave days for April 22 through April 25, 

2025. 
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla Schriver that  

the Board approve Rebecca Duble's request for unpaid leave days from  
April 22 through April 25, 2025. 
 

Motion was passed unanimously. 
​  
         C.   Appointments    

      1. The Building and Grounds Director recommends appointing Braiden Hunter as a  
student worker at a rate of $14.00 per hour beginning March 31, 2025. 

 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Kayla Stevenson 
                            that the Board approve appointing Braiden Hunter as a student worker at  

         a rate of $14.00 per hour beginning March 31, 2025. 
​ ​  

Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

D. Additions to the 2024/2025 Van Driver List 
 
   The Administration recommends approving the additions to the 2024/2025 Van Driver  
   List.  

 
MOTION 

 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Darcelle Slappy that  

the Board approve the additions to the 2024/2025 Van Driver List.  
 

Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

E. Long Term Paraprofessional Rate 
 

​    The Administration recommends approving long term paraprofessional rate to    
             $15.00 per hour for the 2024/2025 school year.  
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​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla Schriver  

that the Board approve long term paraprofessional rate to $15.00 per 
hour for the 2024/2025 school year.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

​ ​ ​  
   2. FIELD TRIP REQUESTS 
 

A.​ Mrs. Rachel Prince and Mr. Tom Marshall are requesting permission to take 17 students 
to Beaver Valley Mall Food Court to expose students to ordering food, paying, and 
getting food from a fast food restaurant on Friday, April 11, 2025.  

 
B.​ Mrs. Melanie Flick and Mrs. Angie Hendrickson are requesting to take 14 students on a 

21st CCLC trip to the Benedum Center where they will see the musical, "Come From 
Away" after school on Friday, May 2, 2025.  

 
C.​ Mr. Brian Farkas is requesting permission to take 10 students to the Beaver County 

Courthouse to learn more about the law and legal process on Monday, May 5, 2025. 
 

D.​ Mrs. Leslie Gossett is requesting permission to take 4 students from the Ushers and 
FOR Club to The Caring Place in Wexford where they will take a tour and present a 
check from Grief Awareness Day on Tuesday, May 6, 2025. 

 
E.​ Mrs. Felicity Miller and Mrs. Jennifer Hawthorne are requesting to take approximately 

12-14 students to Penn State Beaver in Monaca where 7th and 8th grade students will 
compete in Battle of the Books on Tuesday, May 6, 2025. 

 
F.​ Ms. Angela Manno and Mrs. Dana Tessier are requesting permission to take 80  

students to Brady's Run Park where they will have an end of year celebration  
with all of the Youth Ambassadors on Wednesday, May 7, 2025. 

 
G.​ Mr. Josh Maruca and Mrs. Jodi Cobb are requesting permission to take 21  

students in the Link Crew to the Pittsburgh Zoo and Aquarium for leadership  
training on Thursday, May 8, 2025.  All costs will be covered through Link Crew  
Club.  

 
H.​ Mrs. Natalie Wallace is requesting permission to take 40 students to Beaver  

County Career & Technology Center where 8th grade students will be given the  
opportunity to explore the CTC program on Friday, May 16, 2025. 
 

I.​ Mrs. Dana Hoover, Mrs. Brigette Schilling, Mrs. Hannah Rhodes, and Mrs. Paige Grim are 
requesting permission to take 80 students to Moraine State Park where they will take 
part in environmental activities on Wednesday, May 21, 2025. 

 
J.​ Mrs. Jessica Ezop is requesting permission to take 25 students to Allegheny Observatory 

for a tour and then will be able to observe the stars using telescopes, at no cost to  the 
district and the bus will be reimbursed by Pitt on Wednesday, May 21, 2025. 
 

MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Darcelle Slappy that  
the Board approve the field trip requests on dates and at locations listed 
above.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
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 3.  DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 

     The Administration recommends authorizing Jenny Barnes to sign off as District  
     representative for the 4605 address verification forms effective July 1, 2025. She  
     will replace Mary Beth Leeman as the authorized district representative.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla Schriver that  

the Board approve authorizing Jenny Barnes to sign off as District  
     ​ ​ ​ representative for the 4605 address verification forms effective July  

1, 2025. She will replace Mary Beth Leeman as the authorized district  
representative.​  

​ ​ ​  
​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 4. BEAVER COUNTY CAREER & TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2025/2026 BUDGET       

     The Administration recommends approving the Beaver County Career & Technology Center  
     2025/2026 Operating Budget in the amount of $8,114,319.00. 
  
​ ​ ​ MOTION 

Motion was made by Ron Miller and seconded by Darcelle Slappy 
that the Board approve the Beaver County Career & Technology Center  

     ​ ​ ​ 2025/2026 Operating Budget in the amount of $8,114,319.00. 
​  

Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
IX. SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
    
     An Executive Session was held prior to the voting meeting to discuss litigation and     
     personnel matters.       

X. BVIU & CTC UPDATES 

     Ron Miller gave updates for the BVIU and the CTC.  

XI. OTHER NEW BUSINESS 

    Student recognitions were discussed.  
          
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
       Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Susan Smith that  
       the Board adjourn at 7:52 p.m.  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​                    _____________________ 

                                                      ​           Terri Ellinwood, Secretary 

 TE/kms 
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Joyce Depenhart 

Director of Student Services 

Big Beaver Falls Area School District 

___________________________________________________________ 

To: Dr. Donna Nugent, Superintendent 

Date: April 10, 2025 

Re: 2024/2025 School Year Instructional/Non-Instructional Substitutes and Bus 

& Van DriverList 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Board approval for the 2024-2025 School Year 

 

VAN DRIVER 

 

John Agosta 

Dale Southwick 

Melinda Thompson 
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