
SBA Prep
Spring 2025

SBA
Smarter Balanced Assessment



SBA Schedule: May 13-22

Monday 5/12 Tuesday 5/13 Wednesday 5/14 Thursday 5/15 Friday 5/16

Normal Monday

No Testing

ELA CAT Test 

7:45 – 9:41

1-7th period normal, 

just shortened (33 

min)

Normal Wednesday

No Testing

ELA PT Test 

7:45 – 9:41

1-7th period normal, 

just shortened (33 min)

Normal Friday

No Testing

Monday 5/19 Tuesday 5/20 Wednesday 5/21 Thursday 5/22 Friday 5/23

Normal Monday 

No Testing

Math CAT 

Test 7:45 – 9:41

1-7th period normal, 

just shortened (33 

min)

Normal Wednesday

No Testing

Math PT Test 

7:45 – 9:41

1-7th period normal, 

just shortened (33 min)

Normal Friday

Make-up Testing



Come rested to school 
each testing day.

If you miss a testing day, 
you will make it up later.

1st-7th Period normal, just 
shorter (33 min)

Lunch is normal

Tutorial/Activities normal

Bell Schedule



Make sure you have:
• Fully charged Laptop
• Laptop charger
• Pen/pencil

• Headphones (no Bluetooth devices)

• Something to read or work on quietly if 
you finish early (computers are not 
allowed when you’re done)



Personal Items & Electronics

A phone in your 
pocket, even if 
not used, means 
your test is 
invalidated.

When you enter your 
testing room, you will:

1) put your cell phone in 
your backpack

2) to put your backpack 
against the wall

No personal 
electronics on or 
nearby during or after 
testing.



Let’s prep your 
laptop now

• Take out your laptops

• Help the person next to you



Check 

Power/Sleep 

Settings

3. Make sure all Screen and Sleep 
values are set all to at least 30 
minutes so you do not get logged out 
of the test.

1. Search for “Power and sleep”
2. Open “Power & Sleep Settings”



Turn Off 
Screen 
Savers

3. Make sure Screen Saver is “None”.

1. Search for “Screen Saver”
2. Open “Change Screen Saver”



Let’s Practice
You’ll do this each testing day



1. Right click on the Teams icon at 

the bottom of your screen.

Just Exiting out of Teams will not work!

Quit Teams

2. Click “Quit”

3. Make sure ALL other apps  are 

closed too



1. Plug in headphones before opening 
the WA Secure Icon!

Sound check If you have headphones with you
If not, skip for now

2. Check that the sound is on and volume 
turned up using:

• the +/- button
• the speaker icon on the bottom 

right side of the screen.

3. Your sound should be on and not muted.



Check WA Secure Browser
Test this out now!



If you get an error 
message fix it right now

Still not working? Let your teacher know



❑ Once open, you will log in with:
❑ Your first name (per Synergy’s “preferred” name)

❑ 10-digit state student ID, NOT your school student ID
❑ the Session ID (teacher will put it on the board)

❑ After logging in via the desktop WA Secure Browser 
icon, students will next see several set-up screens
❑ Verify identity
❑ Test selection
❑ Test settings
❑ Sound check



Explore & Practice
Use your handout 
as a guide →



Testing Tools



If you haven't restarted your 
computer recently, the next restart 
may take a long time.

It's a good idea to restart your 
computer the day before a test so 
that you aren't waiting on a long 
computer restart the day of the test.

Pro Tip: Restart Laptop Night Before Testing

On test days…



If anything isn’t working, silently
raise a hand

Teachers will not be able to help you 
on the test

If you need a short break, let your 
teacher know. You will need to 
complete all items on your screen, 
save, and pause your test.

During the test…



Try your best!

You have been working hard all year to 
build your skills. This is a chance to show 
off all that learning!

SBA helps your teachers next year plan 
for your learning. Passing SBA is a high 
school graduation requirement.

Take your time - if you need extra time, 
you will get it. If you do not know an 
answer, it’s okay, take your best guess & 
move on.



You got this!

Get a good night’s sleep 

and eat breakfast ☺
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