
Central Parent Advisory Council (PAC) Meeting Notes for Central Families 
 

Thursday, April 10, 2025,  7:00-8:00 pm 
    April (PAC) Meeting Agenda

 
7:00 pm  Welcome — Anika Carter Ward, PAC Co-Chair 

●​ Format of PAC meetings - 4 times per year including an annual meeting every 
spring.  
 

●​ What is PAC? Who is PAC? Where is PAC? PAC shared the vision, mission and 
goals of the organization: 
 

○​ Vision:  
■​ “A Central where everyone thrives.” 

○​ Mission: 
■​ We use a racial equity lens to invest in the vision, voice, and talents 

of students – as they work to create a more prosperous and 
equitable Central High School community. We activate creative 
partnerships that empower youth, educators, parents, and 
community members to contribute to a Central where everyone 
thrives. 

○​ Goals:  
■​ The specific purpose of organization is charitable: Advancing 

education, combatting community deterioration and juvenile 
delinquency; and lessening the burdens of government by equitably 
enriching the educational and social experiences of students 
attending Central High School in St.Paul, Minnesota. This includes 
but is not limited to:  

●​ 1.) encouraging a culture where student voices and 
perspectives are at the center;  

●​ 2.) providing financial resources and human-based support 
to facilitate learning and augment equitable outcomes in 
educational activities, programs, and materials;  

●​ 3.) promoting transparent communication between school 
staff and student families in order to improve academic 
performance, foster mutual accountability, and ensure the 
high academic achievement of all learners; and  

●​ 4.) creating partnerships that empower students,families, 
educators, and community stakeholders to build a more 
equitable and prosperous Central High School community.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X91Gg3CXEfsP5-eEtFSQnBDfAFBwo9I4rzkPx75cQhg/edit?usp=sharing


7:05 pm CHS Principal Updates —  Anika Carter Ward, PAC Co-Chair and Cherise 
Ayers, Principal 

●​ Mission Statement - Central HS is updating it’s mission statement and they want 
your input! Please provide feedback here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeocbqDhTakkatRikTsx5glLdaimw4LQq9Fgd
AhYuSnUMcoOg/viewform?pli=1 
 

●​ Phone Policy  - The district adopted a new cell phone policy (which can only 
come from the SPPS School Board). They’ve adopted a “bell-to-bell no phone” 
policy.  

○​ Central is testing how to implement this policy.  Freshmen families were 
very excited about this. As long as kids have their phone on them, it’s 
really hard to stop them from using their phone. They are looking at ways 
to make it easier but they don’t want to invest in things that are expensive 
that the students can find work-arounds to.  

○​ A lockbox is something they’re considering but they will be sending out a 
survey to collect more input from families.  

○​ One parent asked about students who are running late, or need to leave 
early. Response: In those cases, they would have students leave it in the 
main office instead of their advisory classroom. 

 
7:45 pm Bulletin Board of Awesomeness!!! - Sunny Kase, PAC Co-Chair 

 
1.​ Music Boosters - The music boosters have had a successful year.  

a.​ We focused our fundraising on consistent needs, such as instrument 
repairs, new instruments, and music licensing rights (a need that has 
increased significantly the last few years due to the district decreasing 
their music purchasing contributions). We also had the additional goal of 
raising money to provide scholarships for the music trip to New Orleans so 
that any student who wanted to attend could do so. In the end, we were 
able to fund nearly $12,000 in scholarships and 172 students went on the 
trip! 

b.​ Booster volunteers also donated their time and energy to create graphics, 
organize donated concert clothes, film and volunteer concerts, plan and 
organize fundraisers, chaperone the music trip, and so much more.  

c.​ We are always looking for new parents and community members to be 
involved, as supporting these programs takes the work and dedication of 
many. Please email us at stpaulcentralmusicboosters@gmail.com if you 
would like to volunteer or learn more.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeocbqDhTakkatRikTsx5glLdaimw4LQq9FgdAhYuSnUMcoOg/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeocbqDhTakkatRikTsx5glLdaimw4LQq9FgdAhYuSnUMcoOg/viewform?pli=1


2.​ Sports Boosters - Join the Sports Boosters! We help fund the activities of ALL 
the sports teams. Ways to stay connected to Central Sports Boosters  

a.​ Email Sign-up: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLAHnRk12DExqAUrbumm7
PrCwe5VNLxsVarc-60cagruiGxA/viewform  

b.​ Want more information? email: info@sportsboosters.org 
 

3.​ Theater Boosters - Jenia Strom, president of the Theater Boosters, shared that 
the spring play just happened, “Almost Maine”. There were 100 students involved 
and over 80 donations. The Theater Boosters raise funds, support the efforts of 
the theater department, sell tickets. They’re working on getting new microphones 
and supporting professional development activities. Upcoming events: Look for 
details on the Central HS website. 

a.​ Next Theater Boosters meeting is on Monday night 4/14 online.   
b.​ Spring picnic is on June 4th at Como. 

 
4.​ Minutebots Robotics Team - Presented by Mark Christenson - President of the 

Minutebots Boosters. The robotics team participates in an organisation called 
FIRST that supports STEM activities. They don’t charge students to participate 
but it has some significant costs. Their budget is $50K per year. 3M, Boston 
Scientific, St. Paul Foundation all provide support but that doesn’t cover all their 
expenses. 35 students are on the team. Sometimes they travel to competitions 
and they also have local activities. They welcome your participation and hope 
that you’ll share the word about their club. 

i.​ Contact them at info@minutebots.org 
 

5.​ Graduation Party Updates: Kate Baxter-Kauf and Megan Ryan are the co 
chairs. Lots of opportunities for volunteer support. Please send email to:

 centralgradparty@gmail.com
 

6.​ GSA Fundraiser: Charity BINGO event Sunday, April 13th from 12:30-2:30 at 
Wandering Leaf Brewery. Family event, students WITH their families. All 
proceeds will benefit Central's Gender Sexulaity Alliance.  
 

7.​ Opportunity Fair: April 17th -College and Career Readiness We are still looking 
for a few volunteers to help out at this year's opportunity fair!  If you are available 
on the morning of April 17tht for just a couple hours. Sign up on the google form 
linked below.https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLSdqwzSUtR9.../viewform... 

 
8.​ IB and AP testing date and volunteers -  

mailto:centralgradparty@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqwzSUtR9k0TX7iZg0oTtsSg20c_VBVhh-cOJOmC6HquBTLw/viewform?usp=sharing&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR4POuvyF8_n_cJxdEI1tOu5Lg98Tys2wlQfSJh-_dU-IRC9QuZ4n24CWA-m5Q_aem_qIwRXrChki5g69m0CEG0Fw


a.​ The coordinators of the IB and AP programs are seeking volunteers. 
Please reach out to rick.ley@stpaul.k12.mn.us 

b.​ Here are the dates and times that still need volunteers: 
 

Date Exam Name Exam Time 
Proctors 
Needed 

May 7 AP Lit & Comp 8:00 - 11:30 2 

May 19 AP World History 8:00 - 11:30 1 

May 19 AP Human Geo 12:00 - 3:30 4 

May 20 AP GoPo 8:00 - 11:30 3 

May 20 AP US HIstory 12:00 - 3:30 2 

May 21 AP Stats 8:00 - 11:30 2 

May 22 AP Lang & Comp 8:00 - 11:30 1 

May 22 AP Precalc 8:00 - 11:30 1 

May 22 AP Phy C: E & M 8:00 - 11:30 1 

May 23 AP Enviro Sci 8:00 - 11:30 
1 
 

 
 

9.​ Wellness Grant - Central’s Community Wellness Fair is happening on June 5th. 
More details to follow. If you have ideas please share with Amy Stoks, 
amy.stoks@spps.org  

 
8:00 pm PAC Board Business - Sunny Kase, PAC Secretary  

●​ Come join us! PAC Board opportunities 
●​ Position Descriptions:  PAC -  Board of Directors Position Descriptions
●​ This doesn’t take a lot of time! It just requires a commitment to a Central where 

everyone thrives.  
●​ We are currently looking for a secretary and a communications lead. You get to 

be in the know and work with other fun, dedicated parents. Reach out to 
centralhspac@gmail.com for more information. 

 
8:10 pm Financial Report — Heidi Van Schooten, PAC Treasurer  

●​ Budget News: 
○​ Initially set a $60K budget but we’ve only raised $35K. At this point, we’ve 

spent about $23K so we are planning on ending the year within our 
budget.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uaJXqt6hkpYLfBRrIFaKpwFFTEoBOFZaX7f3ifuWP8k/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:rick.ley@stpaul.k12.mn.us
mailto:centralhspac@gmail.com


 
●​ We allocate funds to:  

○​ Student groups 
○​ Teachers and staff requests  
○​ Special requests  
○​ Community Outreach 
○​ School Spirit 
○​ Teacher Appreciation 
○​ Special Grants 
○​ PAC Administration Costs 

 
●​ Please reach out to centralhstreasurer@gmail.com if you have questions about 

the budget! 
 
 
 
 
 

-​ Notes taken by Kate McCready, outgoing PAC Secretary 

mailto:centralhstreasurer@gmail.com

