
RSIS PTO General Assembly Meeting Minutes: 2/25/25 
 
Agenda: 

●​ Welcome (Jessica Chapman & Sarah Meagher) - 1 minute 
●​ Intern Intro (Hellen) - 5 minutes  

o​ Hellen is from Colombia. She in charge of putting together Noticieros. She loves music 
and calls herself a metalhead. Her favorite b and is Gojira. 

o​ Hellen 
●​ 2nd Grade Team Presentation - 10 minutes  

o​ The 2nd grade teachers discussed the units they have been teaching and the strategies 
they use. Each unit lasts 6-8 weeks. The first week is spent building knowledge and 
oracy. Weeks 2-5 are spent integrating language, literacy, and content. The last week 
includes a performance task, for example, creating their own currency. 

o​ The teachers use the Total Physical Response strategy, using physical gestures to help 
students learn vocabulary. This strategy is based on how babies learn new languages.  

●​ Update from the Principals - (Ken Habel & Dr. Alejandra Estrada-Burt) - 10 minutes 
o​ The superintendent visited today to discuss Reimagine RDale and get staff input 
o​ February is Black History Month. African American dance groups from Cooper and 

Armstrong visited. A jazz band visited earlier in the month thanks to a PTO grant. 
o​ February is also I Love to Read month. Local author and RSIS parent Keenan Jones was 

on CBS This Morning- he recently read his book at RSIS. 
o​ Reminder that the magnet lottery closes 2/28/25. Parents with incoming Kindergarteners 

still need to sign up! 
o​ Please take the Reimagine RDale survey, the goal is to hear from 50,000 people and we 

know RSIS has high parent involvement. Both parents and students can complete the 
survey. There will be a Reimagine RDale meeting on 3/19 at RSIS. 

o​ The budget and staffing process is being finalized. Not a lot can be shared at this point 
because we need to honor the process. 

●​ La Noche Presentation - 10 minutes 
o​ Please buy tickets! Tickets are purchased on a sliding scale basis. Text your parent 

friends and encourage them to come.  
o​ Silent auction items will be great, and there is an option to bid online.  
o​ There is a childcare option at Sra. Michelli’s church for those who need it.  

●​ Treasurer’s Report & Grant Requests (Morgan Wallace-Johnson and Amanda Houge) - 5 minutes 
o​ We are on track with our budget. We have $35,000 in income so far this year and we 

know that LaNoche is our biggest fundraiser. We have excess reserves of $14,000. 
o​ No grant requests tonight. 

●​ Financial Advisory Committee Presentation (Sarah Taylor) – 5 minutes  
o​ Sarah Taylor was the RSIS PTO Treasurer from 2018-2022.  
o​ Advisory Committee purpose: use expertise to advise and influence budgets. 
o​ Committee provides financial advice, evaluates district economic conditions, and develop 

future budget assumptions. 
o​ Committee meets quarterly in person.3 year terms, expected to be at all meetings. 

Robbinsdale Schools CFO and board treasurer are also expected to attend meetings. 
The superintendent’s presence is optional but she has attended in the past. 4 of 5 
parents on the committee are from RSIS! 

o​ A theme that has come up are continually decreasing employment. The committee is 
asking for increased collaboration with the board so they can make better 
recommendations. 

●​ Volunteer Needs for upcoming events - 15 minutes 
o​ Conferences and Book Fair coming up ¾, 3/6, and 3/11 
o​ Game Night 3/27 
o​ Gerten’s Flower Sale- sale closes 3/27 

●​ March General Assembly will include nominations for the 2025-2026 PTO Board 
 

●​ Open Floor (Anyone) - Remaining time to 7:30 pm 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1fhfPWLq8TBQOdQdqKOeQ5bQ7h6rbJd-P


​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Upcoming Events: 
​
 

●​ 2/28​ ​ La Noche Sin Niños, 7-12pm, Doubletree Hotel (St. Louis Park) 
●​ 3/4, 3/6, 3/11​ Conferences & Book Fair 
●​ 3/25​ ​ March PTO General Assembly Meeting 

 
 
** Friendly reminder to please check the Lost and Found (at the main entrance of the school) for any 
items your student(s) may be missing! 
 

 


