
RSIS PTO General Assembly Meeting Minutes: 1/28/25 

Agenda: 

●​ Welcome (Jessica Chapman & Sarah Meagher) - 1 minute 
●​ Intern Intro (Alba) - 5 minutes  

○​ From Spain, 23, teacher education, Works with K- Langois, 1- Michelli, 2- Garcia, 5- O' 
Donnell. Each grade is very different. Biggest difference between schools here and Spain 
is more group work. Her favorite MN food  is stuffed peppers. She loves working w/1st 
grade! 

●​ 1st Grade Team Presentation - 10 minutes  
○​ 6 teachers 
○​ Currently working on earth changes science unit.  
○​ Teachers use ASL signs and gestures to remember what they're learning. Total Physical 

Response (TPR) helps them connect Spanish and English by using gestures and 
hands-on learning. 

○​ Generation Genius helps kids earn difficult concepts in Spanish. 
○​ Upcoming history unit - Wright brothers and airplanes, inventions. Students will learn 

about empathy and multiple perspectives.  
●​ Update from the Principals - (Ken Habel & Dr. Alejandra Estrada-Burt) - 10 minutes 

○​ STEM Night is this Thursday. Thanks to David Meissner for organizing this!  
○​ La Noche sin Niños is coming up! 
○​ We had a good turnout for kinder into night. There are 132 spots for incoming 

kindergartners.  
○​ Science from Scientists update: 1 activity scheduled, teachers and scientists 

collaborating.  
○​ Gym A is still down since 12/14; teachers have been flexible  
○​ Professional development teams- development day coming up, collaborating with the 

Catalyst team.  
●​ La Noche Presentation - 10 minutes 

○​ La Noche is coming up 2/28. Please donate to silent auction if you can. Popular items are 
experience and kid geared baskets. 

○​ 1-2 volunteers resided to solicit businesses. You can be paired with an experienced 
volunteer if you’re new to soliciting for donations. 

○​ Tickets are going live 2/1. Please reach out to your parent networks and encourage 
people to come. This is a community builder as well as a fundraiser. Tickets are pay what 
you can; we don’t want that to be a barrier to you attending. 

○​ Childcare options: Sra. Michelli’s church will do childcare. The La Noche Committee has 
also put together a list of babysitters (these are not vetted, many are RSIS alumni) 

○​ Once overhead costs are paid for, the rest of the money raised goes to the intern 
program 

●​ School Lunches Presentation - 5 minutes 
○​ Blakely Peterson, RSIS parent and health and well being coach presented on the effects 

of sugar 
○​ Kids are often getting far more than the daily recommended amount of sugar. Kids’ 

bodies don’t know what to do with excess sugar and it is stored as fat 
○​ There are negative side effects of both sugar and artificial sweeteners 
○​ It’s tough to know what additional sugars are added to school food as nutrition services is 

not required to disclose this. Kids are required to take milk with lunch, many choose 
chocolate milk. 

○​ Positive change: hard boiled eggs will be offered for breakfast 
○​ Please reach out to Blakely with further questions or concerns: 

blakelypeterson@gmail.com  
●​ Treasurer’s Report & Grant Requests (Morgan Wallace-Johnson and Amanda Houge) - 5 minutes 



○​ We are transitioning to quick books online, budget report may look a little different 
○​ Major expenses last month included intern placement fees and stipends.  
○​ Expecting profits to come in from both La Noche and Fiesta Fun Fair 
○​ No grant requests tonight.  
○​ Reminder: funds raised this year go to next year's budget. 

●​ Fundraiser Updates & Volunteer Needs for the remainder of the school year - 15 minutes 
○​ Conference Dinners: coordinator, meal planning for 3 nights for 70 people. Help setting 

up & cleaning up 
○​ Book Fair: set up & tear down, coordinator 
○​ Sledding night in February: coordinator, communication 
○​ STEM Night: coordinator, staff tables, set up and tear down 
○​ La Noche sin Niños: volunteers needed before, during, and after event 
○​ Game Night in March 
○​ Gertens Flower Sale April/May 
○​ Teacher Appreciation Week in May 
○​ Fiesta Fun Fair in May: Biggest volunteer need for any event 
○​ Healthy Send Off in June: need committee volunteers to coordinate event, helpers day of 

event 
○​ 5th Grade Farewell in June: need 5th grade parent volunteers, 4th grade parents to help 

serve cookies and beverages day of 

●​ Open Floor (Anyone) - Remaining time to 7:30 pm 
​ ​ ​ ​  

Upcoming Events: 

 

☆​ 1/30​ ​ STEM Night, 6:00-8:00pm @ RSI 
☆​ 2/10​ ​ Sledding Night, 6-7:30pm, Valley Place Park (Crystal) 
☆​ 2/14​ ​ Lost & Found Cleanout  
☆​ 2/25​ ​ February PTO General Assembly Meeting, 6:30-7:30, RSI Media Center & online 
☆​ 2/28​ ​ La Noche Sin Niños, 7-12pm, Doubletree Hotel (St. Louis Park) 

 

 

** Friendly reminder to please check the Lost and Found (at the main entrance of the school) for any 
items your student(s) may be missing! 

All are invited to join us for an informal social gathering 

at Schuellers in Golden Valley following this meeting. 


