RSIS PTO General Assembly Meeting Minutes: 11/26/24

Agenda:
e Welcome (Jessica Chapman & Sarah Meagher) - 1 minute

e Presentation by Teri Staloch, District Superintendent - 15 minutes

o Dr. Staloch introduced herself to the attendees and spoke about who she is and how she
leads. She comes from a family of educators. She spoke about the changes that have
taken place in Robbinsdale Schools since the first school was opened in 1890. Today we
are a robust, diverse community. We have over 83 languages spoken in homes
throughout our district.

o Dr. Staloch also talked about the district’s future. The theme for 2024-2025 is Rediscover
Rdale. We have strong community support and just passed a technology levy with a 75%
approval rate.

o Dr. Staloch answered questions from attendees about enroliment, the budget issues the
district is facing, and how the RSIS community can help. Although she wasn’t able to give
definitive answers about what changes are coming our way, because that is all still being
discussed, she emphasized the importance of community input as these decisions are
being made. She also talked about using our voices to challenge what we might see on
social media and encouraged us to talk about our students’ experiences.

e Meet the Intern (Sara) - 5 minutes
o0 Moved to a future meeting
e 3 Grade Teacher Presentation - 10 minutes

o The 3" grade teachers shared about what students are learning. Spanish and Science
are taught together, and English and Social Studies are taught together.

o 3" grade uses the Second Step programming for social and emotional learning.

o Homework: 3™ graders should read for 20 minutes every night (English and Spanish)

o Ways parents can help: make sure kids read every night, help them organize their time to
finish classwork, make sure Chromebooks are charged

e Science from Scientists Presentation

o Science from Scientists is a STEM education non-profit

o Goal is to improve STEM literacy by working with real scientists and doing hands on
lessons
Main program is the in-school program, currently 30 schools in the metro area participate
Grant proposal is 8 visits, work with 3-5" graders
If implemented, there would be a 1 hour introductory meeting with teachers

o $5000 grant proposed. Motion to vote, seconded, and approved.
e Boosterthon Team Update - 5 minutes

o We raised approximately $32,000

o Next year we will need a coordinator, 2 people to help distribute prizes, and someone to
organize communications. Please reach out to Tiffany if you're interested!

e La Noche Team Presentation - 10 minutes

o 2" biggest fundraiser

o Will take place 2/28/25

o0 Many volunteer needs, including ongoing and 1 time opportunities:

= Basket assembly
= Venue set up
=  Flyer creation/distribution
= Business solicitation
= Coordinator shadow
e STEM Night Presentation (Dave Meissner) - 3 minutes

o0 4 groups are signed up to be present:

=  MN Geological Society
=  First Robotics

=  MN Dragonfly Society
= West Metro Watershed
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o Bell Museum will also be there running activities. They were free last year but lost their
grant funding for this program. More affordable than the Works Museum.
Volunteer needs: staff activity tables
Would also like to have a cultural aspect and bring in a Native American Storyteller and
Ojibwe Language Table
o STEM Night is grant funded, not a line item in the budget
o Motion to approve $700 for STEM Night. Motion seconded and passed, grant approved.
e Update from the Principals - (Ken Habel & Dr. Alejandra Estrada-Burt) - 10 minutes
o There was a recent language conference at RSIS that received positive feedback
o Staff held an “undercover school spirit week” and dressed up like Sr. Habel
o0 Latino Parent Affinity Group- 13 parents showed up for the first meeting. The purpose of
the group is to teach families healthy cooking and create community. Principals would like
to bridge them into the PTO group but provide space to hear that group’s unique
concerns.
e Treasurer's Report/Grant Requests (Morgan Wallace-Johnson and Amanda Houge) - 10 minutes
o $22,000 in excess reserves, this amount is decreasing as grants are approved
o $36,000 brought in from Boosterthon but profit will be less as expenses are factored in
o Grants:
= Grant request from Sra. Bridge- $1500 from book fair proceeds to spend on
Spanish Books. Motion to vote, seconded, grant approved.
=  Grant request for author visit: Keenan Jones- local author booked to read his
book to K-3" grade. Request for $480 to purchase 25 copies of his book: 3 for
the library, 22 for classrooms. Motion to vote, seconded, grant approved.
«  Grant request for author visit: Anika Fajardo- local author will come to read to 4™
& 5" grade classes. RSIS already has copies of her books. Motion to vote,
seconded, grant approved.
e Program/Fundraiser Updates & Volunteer Needs - 12 minutes
o Skate Night- we raised $1063 from our last skate night. We will have another skate night
coming up January 14.
e Open Floor (Anyone) - Remaining time to 7:30 pm
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Upcoming Events:

o 11/27 Lost & Found Clean-out
e 12/9 Spirit Wear Distribution

** Friendly reminder to please check the Lost and Found (at the main entrance of the school) for any
items your student(s) may be missing!

** There is NO General Assembly Meeting in December! We hope to see you at the January meeting on
1/28/25.

All are invited to join us for an informal social gathering at
Pub 42 in New Hope following this meeting.



