
RSIS PTO General Assembly Meeting Minutes: 9/24/24 
 
Agenda: 

●​ Introductions (Round table: please share name, role at the school/PTO and/or children 
names/grade. ​ ​    What are some of your hopes for this school year?) - 5 minutes 

●​ Welcome (Jessica Chapman & Sarah Meagher) - 2 minutes 
●​ Vote in Sarah- moved by Tiffany, Seconded. Approved.  
●​ PTO Introductions and Overview - 5 minutes 

o​ Goals as well as building community. Biggest goal is to bring interns to RSI, teach our 
kids things they couldn’t learn anywhere else. Many fundraisers throughout the year to 
support them, biggest line item in our budgets.  

●​ Technology Levy Renewal Referendum (Andy Burns) - 5 minutes 
o​ Parent of 3 kids who have gone through RSI, volunteer with Yes 281 campaign. 

Technology referendum on ballot to renew existing levy. Section of the website. 3 types of 
volunteers needed: coordinate activities, put yard sign up, volunteer at district activities 
(homecoming games, meet the teacher nights). Andy has cards and fliers, specific rules 
about where can be distributed. Political action party, non-partisan. Please use QR code 
to sign up to volunteer or get yard sign. Elevator pitch: we don’t buy books anymore, we 
use Schoology, Infinite Campus, other services. $7 check attached to this, if not passed, 
comes from general fund. List on district website of what will be impacted. Some schools 
have issues with WiFi connectivity. Taxes DON’T go up, they stay the same. MN has 99% 
pass rate for these levies. 2014 and 2018 campaigns passed.  

●​ Intern Intro (Claudia) - 5 minutes  
o​ 22, from Spain (Barcelona). Studied international relations. Never been to MN before. 

Garcia, Huirequieo, Leanos. Only child. Tortilla de patatas- food missed from home. 
Barcelona is beautiful city, monuments, sharing about Catalonia with the kids.  

●​ Intern Intro (Faby) - 5 minutes  
o​ Fabiola, 25, in school, hopes to graduate next year. El Salvador, famous for pupusas. 

Plays guitar, ukelele, violin. First flight, first time out of El Salvador. Huriequeo, Alvarado, 
Gonzalez, Galodrie, Bellistri. Cat & dog at home. Also likes yuca frita 

●​ Update from the Principals - (Ken Habel & Dr. Alejandra Estrada-Burt) - 10 minutes 
o​ Faby and Claudia came to us 8/5, they were our last 2 added. They were set to go to 

another middle school (not in our district) but fell through because no host families.  
o​ Pitch for the technology referendum- would also contribute to building safety 

modifications, remodel entryway. RSI is 1st on the list for a secure entrance.  
o​ Thank you to teachers who are here: Sr. Gonzalez: MN Teacher Exchange Program. 

From Spain, applied to teach in Florida 😉. Sra. Huiriqueo from Chile, first time to MN. 
Sra. Gallogly: from Mexico, was here last year as substitute. Maestra Sophia, from 
Chicago, teaches dance and phy ed and hopes to introduce Latin dance. Sarah 
Rutledge, Multi Tiered System of Support. Sr. Torrent: in his 6th year here and is grateful 
for cultural connections. Srta. Serrano- Kindergarten, 2nd year here, has 3rd grader. Also 
online: Sra. O’Donnell, 5th grade, 29th year teaching, 7th at RSI. Senora Marsh, nurse, 2nd 
year at RSI. Shoutout to our veteran teachers who are helping onboard teachers. We’ve 
brought on 11 teachers to RSI this year and they all have teaching experience. 

o​ Our focus is on training and onboarding new teachers. New teachers in 2024 have to 
navigate more than ever before, including at RSI a new culture and education system. 
Thank you to our veteran teachers and parents for creating a welcoming environment. 
This has been the best start of the school year since Covid! We’ve increased native 
Spanish speakers on staff and we want to up the rigor of Spanish learning. Looking at 
brain-based discipline approach, partnering with an organization called Catalyst. 
Coaching support for new and veteran teachers. Schoolwide discipline response 
handbook in the works. Using research to support decision making.  

o​ Thank you for coming to the back to school social. Ballet Folklorico and the food trucks 
were a hit! 

o​ Parents of 5th graders, we’ll be looking to you to help with 5th Grade Farewell.  
o​ Welcome to our Kindergarten parents!  



●​ Treasurer’s Report (Morgan Wallace-Johnson and Amanda Houge) - 10 minutes 
o​ Bank account balance: 162k, lots of restricted money (80k), must be used for certain 

expenses.  
o​ Reserves: needed for necessary expenses. Excess reserves of almost 28k, available for 

grant requests.  
o​ Not much income coming in yet but some donations and spiritwear sales. Main expense 

(listed on prior expense line) for Boosterthon last year, bill came in. Net loss of $3200 but 
will flip around oncewe have more events. 

●​ Grant requests.  
o​ Board can only approve expenses up to $200, anything more than that needs to be 

presented to the General Assembly. 
o​ Sra. O’Donnell and Sra. Garcia submitted a grant for Generation Genius, a teaching 

resource already being used. License expired, teachers asking to renew license. Math & 
science. Educational videos, bilingual, high-quality Spanish resource. $1795 request to 
cover all teachers and classrooms. Teachers have been counting on this, integrated into 
lesson plans. Includes take home experiments. License is 1 year, could discuss renewing 
proactively so it doesn’t lapse. Question: if it has math & science, why just focusing on 
science? Answer from Dr. Ale: focus on developing science curriculum last year. 
Question: what is our budgets for grants for the year? Morgan: excess reserves around 
$28000. Last year we spent about $14k on 7-8 grants last year. Math only is 1295, 
science only is 1295, Tiffany motioned to approve, motion seconded. Motion passes. Dr. 
Ale to bring back usage info at end of year to discuss how we want to use this next year.  

●​ RSIS Intern Program Update (Missy Rudeen) - 5 minutes 
o​ Ally Gish, Jess Bradley, Sarah Pouliot, and Michaela Frie are all part of the intern 

committee. Missy is host family this year. We want to meet you where you’re at, talk to 
any of us to discuss concerns or barriers. Many families say they wish they would’ve 
been involved sooner. Ideas: Invite an intern for dinner. 10 interns from 3 countries: 
Spain, El Salvador, Colombia. Have 17 out of 20 hosts, need 3 hosts for 2nd semester 
ASAP. Once we have the 3 host families, can join current team of 2 support families and 
1 host family and get to know intern. Opportunity to meet not just intern but other school 
families and community. 8 of 10 host families this semester are new. Donations of warm 
clothes and winter gear are needed.  

●​ Program/Fundraiser Updates & Volunteer Needs - 10 minutes 
o​ Dance Fit Fall Fundraiser (Tiffany Knudsen) 

▪​ 30k raised last year, got iguana costume. Spiritwear provided for every student 
(over 750). If you own or work for a business that would be interested in 
sponsoring, there are a few days left to contribute. Platform this year set to 
whatever language your browser is in. Kicks off 10/7, volunteers needed in the 
mornings to help distribute prizes. We’re saving costs by distributing prizes 
ourselves vs. Boosterthon taking out of proceeds. This is one of our biggest 
fundraisers, $ raised per minutes danced. Easy for extended families to 
participate. 

o​ Conference Dinners (Tiffany)- financial donations needed. 
o​ Scholastic Book Fair (Tiffany) Thank you to Kat Carlson for taking this over! We’re almost 

full on volunteers. Please check our SignUps for volunteer opportunities. 
o​ Facebook Pages (Tiffany) QR code for grade level FB pages. If you don’t follow the PTO 

page, please do so. 
o​ Directory (Toby Breuch)- families have to opt in every year. The district won’t share this 

information so that’s why we put this together. Have to sign up separately for each kid. 
QR code passed out to sign up. Helpful when planning your kid’s birthday party! 

o​ Dine to Donate (Toby)- Chipotle in Golden Valley, 30% of proceeds to PTO. Use the code 
online or mention RSI. Sunday 9/29 5-9. Recommended to order early, we’ve broken 
Chipotle in the past! We’ve raised close to $1000 before.  

●​ Open Floor (Anyone) - Remaining time to 7:30 pm 


