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The Suffern Central School District is committed to educating the whole child 
and uses multiple data points to assess student progress and guide 
instructional planning to meet the needs of all learners. During this workshop, 
we’ll focus on one important tool we use—the NWEA MAP assessment. Our 
goal is to help you better understand your child’s results and how this data 
informs the instruction they receive.



What is NWEA?

Computer-based Assessment
Adaptive test that adjusts to student responses, 

providing a personalized assessment experience.

Untimed Evaluation
Students can work at their own pace without time 

pressure.

Growth Measurement
Tracks student progress over time, the district has 

elected to administer this assessment on a  three 

times per yearly cycle.

Standards Aligned
Content is aligned to the NYS Next Generation 

Learning Standards.



What NWEA is NOT

Not an IQ Test
NWEA does not measure intelligence or 

cognitive ability.

Not a Summative Test
It's not designed to evaluate what students 

have learned at the end of instruction.  It 

measures what they know, regardless of 

their grade level.

Not a Standardized Test
Unlike a standardized test, MAP Growth is administered periodically during the school year. 

Instead of asking all students the same questions, it adjusts to each child’s performance— 

giving a more accurate measure of what they know.



Research Behind NWEA

Founded in 1970s
Established by education researchers focused on measuring 

student growth.

Extensive Research Database
12 years of data, 4.5 billion test items, 8 million students across 50 

states.

Academic Partnerships
Collaborations with Vanderbilt, Brown, and Fordham Universities.

Non-profit Organization
Focused on improving education rather than generating profit.



Assessment Timeline

Fall Administration
Establishes baseline for the school year.

Winter Administration
Measures mid-year progress and growth.

Spring Administration
Evaluates full-year growth.

Tests are administered on iPads or Chromebooks. Each assessment takes about 50 minutes on average. 

The MAP Growth tests include multiple choice, drag-and-drop, and other types of questions.  Teachers 

can access results within 48 hours.

Students with IEPs have tests read for math, but not for reading because this is a diagnostic assessment.



Benefits of NWEA

Focus on Growth
Measures progress 

rather than just 

achievement level.

Individualized
Adaptive assessment 

with no ceiling, 

allowing all students to 

show what they know.

Actionable Data
Provides timely 

feedback on student 

strengths and needs.

Longitudinal
Consistent, reliable 

data tracking student 

progress over years.



How is it Adaptive?

Student Answers Question
The assessment begins with grade-level questions.

System Analyzes Response
The program evaluates if the answer was correct or 

incorrect.

Difficulty Adjusts
Questions become harder after correct answers, easier after 

incorrect ones.

Finds Student's Level
The process continues until the system pinpoints the 

student's achievement level.



How NWEA Supports the Next Generation Learning 
Standards

4

Standards Alignment
Continuously updated to match your 

state's specific academic standards, 

ensuring relevant skill measurement

Growth Measurement
Tracks progress toward standards 

mastery throughout the academic 

year, not just proficiency at a single 

point

Data-Driven Instruction
Generates detailed reports that 

identify learning gaps, enabling 

targeted interventions aligned to 

standards

Predictive Insights
Provides early indicators of state 

assessment performance, allowing 

proactive support before high-stakes 

testing



What Areas Does It Assess?
K-2 Reading 

Test
Given K-1

K-2 Math
Test

Given K-2

Grade 2-5 Math 
Test

Given Gr. 3-5

Grade 2-5 Reading
Test

Given Gr. 2-5
● Foundational Skills

● Literature & 
Informational Text

● Vocabulary Use & 
Functions

● Operations & 
Algebra

● Measurement & 
Data

● Numbers & 
Operations

● Geometry

● Understanding Key 
Ideas, Details, & 
Connections

● Understanding 
Language, Craft, & 
Structure

● Vocabulary 
Acquisition & Use

● Operations & 
Algebraic Thinking

● Measurement & 
Data

● Number & 
Operations

● Geometry

K-2 Reading 
Topics 
Breakdown Gr. 2-5 Reading 

Topics 
Breakdown

K-2 Math Topics 
Breakdown

Gr. 2-5 Math Topics 
Breakdown

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M8qIcCUV8PjY4YBjDdM1d3z62d-WUFNl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M8qIcCUV8PjY4YBjDdM1d3z62d-WUFNl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M8qIcCUV8PjY4YBjDdM1d3z62d-WUFNl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M48yMce8_UMyD-RQaTcm8G7C9nx-STJR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M48yMce8_UMyD-RQaTcm8G7C9nx-STJR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M48yMce8_UMyD-RQaTcm8G7C9nx-STJR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M9OXU9eZ_ahKEIjEHSFEybjgI4523pev/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M9OXU9eZ_ahKEIjEHSFEybjgI4523pev/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAngy1m3u634cjSdLMGn0NrsmPIytxFm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAngy1m3u634cjSdLMGn0NrsmPIytxFm/view?usp=sharing


Different Results Provided

Sub-skill Breakdown
Detailed analysis of performance in specific skill areas.

Cumulative Growth
Shows progress over time across multiple test administrations.

Comparative Data
Compares to district averages, national norms, and similar 

schools.

Individual Progress
Tracks each student's unique learning journey.



Student Progress 
Report

RIT Scores

Overall performance score on the 

NWEA scale (100-350).

Growth Projections

Expected progress based on national 

norms.

Percentile Range

Where the student ranks compared to 

peers nationally.



Grade-level norms

● Compares student performance to peers 

in the same grade nationally.

 • Measured by RIT and Percentile



Reading and Math Score Ranges
Achievement Level Percentile Range Description

Hi Above 80th Significantly above 

grade level

HiAvg 61st-80th Above average 

performance

Avg 41st-60th Grade level 

performance

LoAvg 21st-40th Approaching grade 

level

Lo Below 21st Needs significant 

support



Understanding RIT Scores

100-350
RIT Scale Range

The full measurement scale used by 

MAP assessments.

10-15
Typical Annual Growth

Points a student might gain in one 

school year.

3-5
Standard Error

Points of potential variation in a 

student's true score.

RIT (Rasch unIT scale) (100-350) measures student achievement 

independent of grade level. The scores create an equal-interval scale, 

meaning a 10-point increase represents the same amount of growth 

regardless of where it occurs on the scale.



Understanding Growth Percentiles

Student made more progress than 68% of academic peers 

with similar starting scores.

Average Growth (50th Percentile)

Student made typical progress compared to academic 

peers.

This represents expected growth for a student at this 

achievement level.

High Growth (68th Percentile)

Family Report
This report provides a simplified view of student performance 

designed specifically for parents to understand their child's progress.



How Teachers Use NWEA

Identify Needs
Determine each student's strengths and growth areas.

Form Groups
Create flexible instructional groups based on similar 

needs.

Plan Instruction
Develop tiered activities targeting specific skills.

Monitor Progress
Track growth and adjust instruction as needed.



Targeted group instruction may happen during ELA and Math blocks 
or I/E Block. 

Goal: ALL learners are supported.

Different Tiers of Support



Class Report= Quick overview
 **can sort by percentiles



Learning Continuum



Student 
Profile

Comprehensive View
● Shows student performance over time across multiple test 

administrations.

● Tracks growth patterns and identifies trends in learning.

Instructional Areas
● Identifies specific instructional areas where students need support.

● Categorizes skills as "Reinforce," "Develop," or "Introduce" 

based on readiness.





Quadrant Report

Low Achievement, 
Low Growth

Students needing intensive intervention

Low Achievement, 
High Growth

Students making excellent progress

High Achievement, 
Low Growth

Students needing more challenge

High Achievement, 
High Growth

Students thriving with current instruction

This report helps teachers look at growth from one term to another, identifying which students need different types of 

support.



❖ NWEA Website: www.nwea.org  
❖ Helping Your Anxious Elementary Schooler Prepare for Tests: A Parent's Guide
❖ Family Guide to NWEA MAP Growth: Handout describing MAP Growth assessments
❖ NWEA MAP Parent Strategies: Tips for helping your child with reading and writing
❖ RIT to Concept: Vocabulary used in NWEA MAP assessments
❖ Sample Test and Questions: NWEA MAP Growth Practice Tests
❖ Sample NWEA MAP Questions
❖ Reading Tips for Parents: Helpful website (Reading Rockets) with ideas on how to 

help your child 

http://www.nwea.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MH4w84iUEmDg1lbcyh9xj07ItKE0ScnE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JUdvSRwRIhxJnJxCVCXoNBcC6CzgComU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.washoeschools.net/cms/lib/NV01912265/Centricity/Domain/160/MAP/MAP%20Parent%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.washoeschools.net/cms/lib/NV01912265/Centricity/domain/160/map/RITConceptsReference.pdf
https://warmup.nwea.org/
https://www.washoeschools.net/cms/lib/NV01912265/Centricity/domain/160/map/RIT-Reference-Brochure-062017.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/reading-basics


THANK YOU!
Darlene Boysa

Literacy Specialist at Cherry Lane Elementary School

dboysa@sufferncentral.org

mailto:dboysa@sufferncentral.org

