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Please do NOT donate when prompted. This money does not go to myself or the music department. It will promote this petition to others in
the area. Which is great, but sharing the link yourself to friends and family is by far the most effective way to spread the word!! If you are
looking to contribute to the future of musicians, consider donating to the Friends of Music scholarship foundation!

Recent changes proposed by the superintendent of Lyme-Old Lyme Public Schools, Ian Neviaser, are going to negatively impact the music
department, as well as its associated extracurricular activities.

Superintendent Neviaser is making a push to "consolidate” music department staff in a way that does not have the best interest of either
students or faculty.

THE PLAN INVOLVES:
-dismissing the newly hired elementary general music teacher.

-tasking Laura Ventres, the current LOLMS choral instructor, to take over general elementary music for Mile Creek and Center Schools, against
her wishes and despite the fact that she is specialized in secondary choral.

-tasking Kristine Pekar with teaching all choral ensembles at both LOLHS and LOLMS, also against her wishes to remain at LOLHS.

' WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR STUDENTS, REALISTICALLY?

! The high school musical will no longer be under KP's direction.

! The middle school musical may cease to exist.

! If the school continues to offer the musicals, their creative directors would have to be hired on a contractual basis.

! Select Singers will cease to exist in its current form, This is a hard blow to students looking to be challenged by advanced ensembles and
repertoire, whether they are preparing for a career in music or are simply advanced students. This also means the outside engagements that

Select Singers performs would no longer be represented by LOLHS.

! High school ensembles would be reduced from three to two, electing to combine the underclass Soprano/Alto and Tenor/Bass choirs into an
underclassman concert choir. This is not ideal for developing voices.

& 92 people signed this week

{ Share this petition J

! Middle school choral small lesson groups (one of the only opportunities for music literacy assessment, as LOLMS does not offer general
music) will be DOUBLED in size, and we know larger class sizes impact students.

! Any non-ensemble course offerings such as Music Theory, Musical Performance, General Music, etc will either cease to exist or be greatly
diminished. Mr. Wilson is being pushed to teach ALL half-credit music electives. This is not realistic.

! Opportunities for extra help, practice room use, independent study, or college audition prep will be severely limited or diminished.

! The LOLHS chapter of the International Thespian Society would no longer have a sponsor, and the annual performance revue/showcase
would cease to exist.

— (o)

Superintendent Neviaser is trying to defend this action by saying these are not BUDGET cuts, but simply redistribution of resources ¢*

# To quote his response to a parent earlier this month: “We are consolidating our music staff to account for a smaller number of students at
LOLHS. This will in no way affect any programming for students."

# “Currently we have too many music teachers for the number of students we have resulting in teachers with limited teaching duties.”
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# His proposal reduces the music staff of LOLHS from 2 to an estimated 1.4. Ensembles would be reduced and students at both the middle
school and high school level would be losing dedicated staff. This is the definition of affecting programming for students!

Please tell Superintendent Neviaser: music education in LOL Public Schools needs to move FORWARD, not backward!

The next Board of Education meeting is Wednesday, April 2nd. While there was a showing of concerned parents and students at the last school
board meeting, I am optimistic that we can increase the turnout for April.

LOLHS alumni or current students: if the music department in its current form has left a positive impact on your life, please leave a comment
and let us know.

Sarah Goldin (née Golden)

LOLHS class of 2014
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PETITION COMMENTS

DISCLAIMER

The comments featured here are available to view online at change.org.
They have not been altered, edited, censored, or abridged in any way. They are

presented without comment as part of the presentation of this petition.

There are some opinions expressed here that use strong or potentially offensive
language regarding this issue. | am including them as written, in the interest of

the commenters’ right to free speech.

The opinions expressed in the following comments are not my own, and they are

not intended as a reflection of my personal views on the issue.

Sincerely,

Sarah Goldin

LOLHS Class of 2014



"l am a current elementary music teacher for Fairfield Public Schools. The
Lyme-Old Lyne music department at LOLMS and LOLHS had a huge impact on
my life and career. It was the love and support of Kristine Pekar who lead me to
where | am today. A reduction in her time at the high schools will for sure impact
the quality of the music instruction at this level. It is sad to see LOL put
reductions up in the arts when this is a time when students need it the most."

Emma Hartmann

"Hindering creativity and expression is never a good idea. | find this to be
disappointing.”

Leo Evans

"MUSIC SAVES LIVES. Especially in this day and age and especially for young
people. Taking it away erases the voice of so many students”

Bean Cesari

"It is disrespectful to youth as a concept to dissuade music and art funding.
Everything you love, every art form you enjoy, every piece of media you consume
is an offshoot of those two core concepts. Only a disgustingly myopic despot
would even CONSIDER taking away the basis of joy in todays already starved

world. Shame on all of you. It’s literally a town with so much more money than so



many other places and you choose to pad your pockets? Ridiculous and stupid.

And | will swear after saying something intelligent: Dumbasses."

Benton Arafeh-Hudson

"This program is one of the core reasons why this school district is so special and

I'd hate to see it fall apart."

Sedona Holland

"Music is how | survived high school. Reducing creative outlets only harms the
kids. The cost of one teacher salary is not more valuable than the countless lives
she can impact. Music is about so much more than music. It encourages
cooperative learning, language skills, and can inspire passion. Our young people
need more of this in school, not less."

Emily Courtney

"As the parent of two LOL school system alumni who were both active in music
curricula and extracurricular programs, | cannot state strongly enough the
profoundly positive effect these music educators and programs have had. |
watched both my kids find their self-confidence grow singing, playing
instruments, and acting on stage. That self-confidence translated into success in
school and beyond. These music educators are the heart and soul of the

OUTSTANDING music program in this district and the students love them.



Please reconsider any staffing changes that will impact music programming in

the district."

Sue Brackley

"I've enjoyed so many performances of my niece & nephew over the years.
These changes would be a disservice to students."

Sandy Davern

"With the high regard these kids hold for Kristine Pekar, and the program as a
whole, | am seriously questioning the motivation behind this proposal. It has
become a bit of a passion for my daughter and many of her fellow students. After
seeing their performances the past 2 years. The quality, work and love put into it.
| feel the proposal is a terrible idea and | cannot support it. If anything, | say
allocate additional funding so they can do something even bigger or at least with
more ease, next year."

Joshua D'Lizarraga

"School music departments are an important part of young culture and potential
passion and careers. It's been an integral part of my high school career and |
would never let it crumble, even for others. It seems ironic to say but let the
voices be heard!"

Owen Spelman



"l was current in music and quoir kp needs to stay”

Parker Holland

"Statistically, students who participate in music programs have higher math
scores. Both programs use the same parts of the brain. Keep music programs,
it's a win-win choice, since | know you want higher math scores, too."

Barbara Nidzgorski

"The music department had a profound impact on my development as a young
adult and taught me lessons that | carry with me and will for the rest of my life. |
could list endless benefits, but | will say this: Playing an instrument or singing in
an ensemble teaches you about how to listen intently to those around you and
discover how your voice can join alongside others to create together something
bigger and more beautiful than you could alone. Everyone deserves to have that
very human experience in an increasingly less human world."

Phoebe Ritrovato

"Unacceptable. The benefits of music in the lives of young adults are
scientifically proven to increase average GPA and improve general self-reported
well-being. There is abundant peer-reviewed research about this, and |
encourage everyone to use it as a tool in defending the arts when it comes to

budgets. If you would like me to provide research | am happy to, email me at



challahan@berklee.edu History shows that there is never just one budget cut.
This 'consolidation’ is the first step toward phasing out arts as a central part of
Region 18. It's a tragedy that the renowned music program at Lyme Old Lyme
Schools isn't increased in size every year, and here we are removing it. My
name is Colin Hallahan, and LOLHS music inspired me to become a preschool
music teacher, professional songwriter, and music therapist. So many more have
been impacted by the music dept. and some many more can be. But this
consolidation will make it so fewer and fewer can reap the benefits of the arts at
LOLHS. Stop this."

Colin Hallahan

"The music department at Lyme—OId Lyme High School laid the foundation of
my performing arts career. Mentorship from Mr. Wilson and Mrs. Pekar was vital
throughout my high school career. They provided me with a safe space to grow
and learn, and their extensive knowledge of the field helped to prepare me for the
industry that | now find myself in. | don't think | could be more grateful to them
and for the opportunities given to me by the Lyme- Old Lyme music department.
It breaks my heart that if these changes are enacted my niece and nephew might
not receive those same opportunities and guidance."

Bailey Nickerson



~

"As a member of the band and someone who plans to continue doing musicals
for more years, | really hope the music program isn't downsized. It's important
that future students have the same opportunities to be involved."

Avery Zbierski

"Music teachers play an important role in education. Cutting the program shows
you don'’t care about student achievement and creativity."

Rebecca Ruggiero

"This school is cringe as hell and needs to stop making idiotic decisions with the
budget.”

Dylan Carnaroli



