
 
 
 

 
 
 

April 2025 

Dear Families, 

We are thrilled to welcome you and another future graduate of North Clackamas Schools. We understand 
this is an exciting time for you as you prepare your child for kindergarten, the first step on their 
educational journey. 

At North Clackamas, we believe in fostering a love of learning in a supportive and engaging 
environment. Your child will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of subjects, including reading, 
writing, mathematics, science, art, music, and physical education. We encourage active learning and 
hands-on experiences. Kindergarten is a special time for each child and family. We are dedicated to 
making this special first the very best as it sets the foundation for the next 13 years of their education as 
the graduating class of 2038.  

Our kindergarten program follows a full-day schedule, just like grades 1-5, providing ample time for 
your child to learn, grow, and develop new friendships. Our dedicated teachers create a nurturing 
classroom environment that fosters a strong foundation for future academic success. 

Important Information: 

●​ Class Sizes: To ensure the best learning experience for all students, we strive to maintain 
reasonable class sizes. In the rare event that a kindergarten class reaches capacity, your child may 
be temporarily transferred to a nearby kindergarten classroom at another North Clackamas 
school. This transfer would only apply for the kindergarten year, and your child may return to 
their designated neighborhood school for first grade and beyond. 

●​ Transportation: Transportation plans for the upcoming school year will be finalized in late 
August. You will receive specific transportation information for your child at that time. 

At North Clackamas Schools, every student has the potential to achieve great things. Students are 
at the heart of our commitment to providing a high-quality education that empowers them to become 
confident, curious, and responsible citizens. We want our students to know they are important and that 
we care about them. Every single one. We look forward to partnering with you to support your child's 
growth and success. We hope that their experience inspires them to act with courage in life and to 
strengthen local and global communities.  

Welcome to the North Clackamas family! 

Sincerely, 

​  

           Shay James, Ed.D                                                                                      Patricia Ahrens, Ed.D 
​   Superintendent                                                                  Executive Director of Elementary Programs 
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Kindergarten Registration Checklist 
 
 

In order to make your transition as smooth as possible, please take a moment to review the following 

checklist and turn in all required documents. 

 
Oregon state law requires students to be age 5 on or before September 1st to enter Kindergarten. 

 
 

☐ Complete the online NCSD registration (nclack.org/registration or ParentVUE) 

☐ Review the Required Enrollment Documents page and submit the following:  

☐ Provide proof of address (current utility bill or rental/mortgage agreement) 
*families in transition, please contact our McKinney-Vento liaison at 503-353-5663 

☐ Provide proof of age (birth certificate or passport)  
☐ Immunization record (available from your healthcare provider) 

☐ Dental Screening form (available on the school website) 

☐ Legal/Court Documents (if applicable) 

☐ Complete, sign, and date all forms: 

☐ Kindergarten Questionnaire  

☐ Kindergarten Transportation Release form 

☐ Student Health Information form 

☐ Copy of IEP or 504 Plan, if applicable 

☐ Check out the HVE Kindergarten Info page on our school website - includes additional 
information, forms, and important dates.  
 

You will receive a confirmation email once your registration has been received.  
Please allow up to 2-3 weeks for confirmation. 

 
 
 

Contact the school office at (503) 353-5420 or leesun@nclack.k12.or.us with any questions. 
 

mailto:leesun@nclack.k12.or.us


                           
 

Required Enrollment Documents 
 
Registration will not be complete until ALL required documents have been submitted 
and reviewed. Please contact the school office at (503) 353-5420 with any questions.  
 

1. Birth Certificate or Passport of student  
Please contact the office if you are not able to provide a birth certificate or passport due 
to being displaced or in temporary living conditions.  
 

2. Proof of Address 
• Current (30 days) utility bill showing the service provider (e.g., gas, water, 

electric, garbage, or sewer), home address, and name or a copy of your 
rental/mortgage agreement with the home owner’s name, address, rental 
term or purchase date.  

• Month-to-Month Rental – we will need proof of residence each month of 
your rental term. 

• Shared Households – If you are living with another family within the school 
boundary, you will need to provide a letter from the homeowner/landlord.  

o The letter must include: the name of the homeowner/landlord, 
names of parent/guardian(s) and student(s) that live at their 
residence, the address, utility bill, and homeowner/landlord’s contact 
information.  

3. Immunization Record 
Proof of immunizations at enrollment are only required for students who have never 
been in a public school in the US (such as home school or kindergarten students) and 
students new to the country. The immunization record for other students should be 
forwarded in the cumulative record as part of the request for records process. 

 
 
 

 
4. Dental Screening (7 years of age or younger only) 

State law now requires a child who is 7 years of age or younger to have a dental 
screening before entering school for the first time. (HB 2972 (2015)) 

• The Dental Screening Form is included in the Kindergarten Packet. Please fill out 
the form and return it to the school. You are also welcome to scan or screenshot 
the form and email it to leesun@nclack.k12.or.us.  

 
5. Legal Documents (if applicable) 

• It is very important the school is aware and in possession of any legal/court 
documents pertaining to custodial rights, legal guardianship, and/or court 
orders.  

 
6. Special Education/Services (if applicable) 

• If your student has participated in or tested for any Special Services, please 
include a copy of any Special Services documents to the registration or submit 
them to the office.   

 

More information regarding Immunizations are on the back of this document 
 



 
 

Immunization Information 
 
 
 
 
What vaccines are required for my child? 
 
By the time your child is 5 years old they should have had: 
 
5 doses of Diphtheria, Pertussis, and Tetanus vaccine (DTaP) 
4 doses of Polio vaccine 
3 doses of hepatitis B vaccine 
2 doses of MMR or 2 Measles, 1 Mumps, and 1 Rubella vaccine 
1 dose of Varicella vaccine 
2 doses of Hepatitis A vaccine 
1 dose of Tdap vaccine for students entering 7th - 12th grade 
 
All kindergarten through sixth grade students must have two doses of Hepatitis A vaccine to 
start school. All 7th through 12th grade students must also have one dose of a Pertussis 
containing Tetanus vaccine called Tdap to enter. 
 
Where do I get a copy of my child’s immunization record? 
 
Please contact your child’s health care provider and ask for a copy of the child’s immunization 
record. 
 
Where do I go to get my child vaccinated? 
 

You may take your child to their health care provider. 
 
You may contact the Clackamas County Health Department Clinic  
for an appointment at 503.655.8471 
 
 
After my child has had their vaccines, who do I notify? 
 
Always give your school nurse a written record of the dates the vaccinations were given to your 
child so that your child’s health records can be kept up to date at school.  
 
ALWAYS KEEP A COPY OF YOUR CHILD’S IMMUNIZATION RECORDS IN YOUR HOME FILE. YOU 
WILL NEED THEM THROUGHOUT THEIR SCHOOL LIFE. PROOF OF UP TO DATE VACCINATIONS 
ARENEEDED EVEN FOR COLLEGE AND EMPLOYMENT. 



 

ParentSquare 
 

North Clackamas School District uses ParentSquare as the primary tool for 
communicating with families, including for emergencies and school closures  

ParentSquare: 

• Gives parents/guardians more control over how and when they receive 
messages  

• Allows teachers to communicate with families using the same platform as 
the district and their school 

• Has many added functions beyond communications. These will help 
families to engage with their school and the district within a single program 

 

ParentSquare — First Steps for Parents 
 

1. Register your ParentSquare account* using the email on file at your child’s school 
(as well as in ParentVue). This quick and easy process can be done in two ways: 

• Visit www.parentsquare.com, enter your email in the “Sign Up/Create 
Password” section, and follow the prompts to get logged in; OR 

• Download the Parentsquare App (Apple Store or Google Play Store) and 
enter your email address to create a password and log into your account. 

*Parents who do not register their ParentSquare account will still receive district and 
school communications (via email for most) but will not be able to control how and 
when they receive messages from NCSD or use the two-way communication 
features of ParentSquare. 

 

2. It is not required, but the district highly recommends that parents download the 
ParentSquare app.  

 

 

 

 



3. Set your notification preferences 

• ParentSquare allows parents/guardians to receive general (non-
emergency) messages via email, text, the app or any combination of the 
three. 

• Additionally, parents/guardians can select the “digest” option for any 
of the delivery methods, which will collect all the communications they 
would receive each day into a single message delivered in the evening. 
For example, one could select to receive text messages immediately while 
choosing the digest option for email.  

• For specific, step by step instructions, click here.  

 

If you need assistance registering your account, you can reach ParentSquare 
Customer Service by calling 888-496-3168. Customer service is also available via 
chat once you’ve logged in on the website or app. 

 

Click for Translations  

 



  
 

 
Parent Information for Transportation 

 
Welcome to 2025 - 2026 

When students are registered for school, the safest bus stop is automatically assigned to them. If a student needs 

a bus stop somewhere other than their residential address, a Transportation Request for an alternate stop is 

necessary. An alternate stop is any address that is not home but still must be within your school’s boundary 

(childcare, a second-parent home, etc). Students going into kindergarten, 6th grade, or 9th grade will not have any 

alternate stops as part of their record unless a new request is made. If an alternate request is already part of your 

student’s transportation record, an additional request will need to be made to have it reset or removed. 

Transportation Requests for the 2025-2026 school year will be available on the Transportation Services website: 

https://www.nclack.k12.or.us/transportation/page/transportation-requests Transportation Requests are only for 

General Transportation. Special Needs transportation requests need to go through the school's psychologist. 

 

The deadline for submitting alternate stop requests is August 1, 2025, for the 2025-2026 school year. No changes 

will be made to routes between August 1 and October so that drivers, staff, students, and parents can get used to 

bus stop times and locations. Bus stop information can be accessed through both Tyler’s Versatrans eLink: 

https://versatransweb06.tylertech.com/northclackamas/elinkrp/login.aspx You will need your student’s six-digit 

student ID number and date of birth once all the routing is posted. 

 

Magnet schools (New Urban, Sojourner, El Puente, Riverside Bilingual): On our requests, a "No Bus Needed" 

option is available so that we may eliminate unused bus stops on our routes and shorten students' ride times.  

 

Kindergarten parents: We know the beginning of the school year is filled with excitement and anxiety. Please 

know that our kindergarten students are provided assigned seating in the front of the bus, nearest to the driver. To 

make the transition easier and make sure an assigned seat is prepared, please have your kindergarten student ride 

as soon as possible. This minimizes disruptions and allows our drivers to get to know your student. Parents or 

designated adult must be at the door of the bus in the afternoon to receive all of our kindergarten students. A 

responsible older sibling may meet the kindergarten student in lieu of an adult. If someone is receiving your 

student and they are not listed on the District’s emergency contact list for the student, please make sure to fill out 

the Kindergarten Release Form found on our website under “Forms”. This includes older siblings. 

 

Please go over the behavioral expectations outlined in the Student Handbook over the summer and we look 

forward to seeing you all in September.  

Student Handbook: 

https://www.nclack.k12.or.us/district/page/north-clackamas-schools-student-handbookorth-clackamas-schools-st

udent-handbook  

 

We look forward to safely transporting your child and wish you the best year possible. 

Update 12/2024 
 

https://www.nclack.k12.or.us/transportation/page/transportation-requests
https://versatransweb06.tylertech.com/northclackamas/elinkrp/login.aspx
https://www.nclack.k12.or.us/district/page/north-clackamas-schools-student-handbook
https://www.nclack.k12.or.us/district/page/north-clackamas-schools-student-handbook


Kathy Calkins
Director

calkinsk@nclack.k12.or.us
Transportation Services

15628 SE 102nd AVE, Clackamas, Oregon 97222
503-353-6150

Preparing graduates who are inspired and empowered to strengthen the quality of life in our local and global communities.

(Student Name)

Kindergarten Release Form

(Print)

School Name:  __________________________________

Dear Parents(s) and/or Guardian(s),

Please legibly fill out this required Kindergarten Release Form for transportation to keep on file.  
Our drivers will only release kindergartners to someone authorized by the parent/guardian.  
Please only list persons already not on the school’s emergency contact list, and include older 
responsible siblings that may meet or walk your child home.

Anyone who is meeting a kindergartner at their assigned school bus stop may be required to 
show ID.  Please always come to the door of the bus to receive your child.  Thank you for 
helping us keep your children safe!

Full Name: Relation to Student:

_______________________________ __________________________________

_______________________________ __________________________________

_______________________________ __________________________________

_______________________________ __________________________________

Individual(s) listed above have my permission to receive: ___________________________from the bus.

Parent/Guardian Name: ___________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________

Date: 
_____________________

Transportation welcomes you and wishes your child a successful and great experience on our 
school buses.

Thank-you,

Kathy Calkins

 Updated:  2/23/2020



 
 

ParentVUE Information 
 

ParentVUE is a web portal that allows parents to access real-time information related to 
their student's education progress.  Parents can view their student's attendance, 
grades, calendars, student information, emergency contacts, and more.  ParentVUE 
offers a single sign-on to view school information for all of their children, regardless of 
the grade level or school of attendance.  
 
 
Every family will need to have an active ParentVUE account to access Online 
Registration (opens in March) and Verification for: 
 

• Enrollment of a new student in your family for the next school year. 
• Yearly Back to School Verification to ensure family and student information is 

correct in Synergy for your student who is returning for the next school year.  
 
 

¨ ParentVUE Instructions can be viewed on the district website 
(www.nclack.k12.or.us/registration) in multiple languages 

¨ ParentVUE can be accessed via a computer or the ParentVUE mobile app. We 
recommend completing the online registration or yearly verification on a computer.  

¨ Parents/Guardians can see all of their students through one account, so you do not need 
an account for each student.  

 
 
New Parent/Guardian to NCSD – If you have never had a student enrolled in the North 
Clackamas School District and are enrolling for the first time.  

• Please go to nclack.k12.or.us/registration and click on “Online Registration” 
• You will need an Activation Key to activate your ParentVUE account. 
• Parent/guardians can contact their student’s school to receive an Activation Key 

if they do not have one. 
 
 
Current NCSD Parent/Guardian: Has Existing ParentVUE Account 

• If you currently have a student enrolled in the North Clackamas School District 
and have an active ParentVUE account, log into ParentVUE with your previously 
created User ID and Password.  There is an Enrollment or Verification tab in the 
top right corner. 

• You will need to go through the verification process and be able to add a New 
Student once you reach the “Students” section.  

 
 
 
Please contact the school office at (503) 353-5420 if you have any questions.  





   

 

 

PLEASE KEEP STUDENTS WITH SYMPTOMS OUT OF SCHOOL 
This list is school instructions, not medical advice. Please contact your health care provider with health concerns. 

SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS THE STUDENT MAY RETURN AFTER… 
*The list below tells the shortest time to stay home. 

A student may need to stay home longer for some illnesses. 

Fever: temperature of 100.4°F 
(38°C) or greater 

*Fever-free for 24 hours without taking fever-reducing 
medicine. 

New cough illness * Symptoms improving for 24 hours (no cough or cough 

is well-controlled). 

New difficulty breathing * Symptoms improving for 24 hours (breathing 
comfortably). Urgent medical care may be needed. 

Diarrhea: 3 loose or watery 
stools in a day OR not able to 

control bowel movements 

*Symptoms improving for 24 hours (no more than 
two bowel movements more than normal and no 

longer having accidents) OR with orders from doctor 

to school nurse. 

Vomiting: two or more 
episodes that are 

unexplained 

*Symptom-free for 24 hours OR with orders from 
doctor to school nurse. 

Headache with stiff neck and 
fever 

*Symptom-free OR with orders from doctor to school 
nurse. Follow fever instructions above. Urgent 

medical care may be needed. 

Skin rash or open sores *Symptom free, which means rash is gone OR sores are 

dry or can be completely covered by a bandage 
OR with orders from doctor to school nurse. 

Red eyes with colored drainage *Symptom-free, which means redness and drainage are 

gone OR with orders from doctor to school nurse. 

Jaundice: new yellow color in eyes or skin *After the school has orders from doctor or local public 

health authority to school nurse. 

Acting differently without a reason: 
unusually sleepy, grumpy, or confused. 

*Symptom-free, which means return to normal 
behavior OR with orders from doctor to school nurse. 

Major health event, like an illness lasting 2 
or more weeks OR a hospital stay, OR 

health condition requires more care than 

school staff can safely provide. 

*After the school has orders from doctor to school 
nurse AND after measures are in place for the student’s 

safety. Please work with school staff to address special 

health-care needs so the student may attend safely. 
 



End of Grading Periods 
Quarter 1:  October 30, 2025 
Quarter 2: January 29, 2026 

Quarter 3: April 10, 2026 
Quarter 4: June 11, 2026 

 

 
September 2025 

 Elementary School  
Student Significant Dates 

 
 

 
February 2026 

 M  T  W  T  F 

 H F/L  3 4 5 

 K  9 10  11  12 

 15 16 17 18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 

29 30    
 

    M  T  W  T  F 

  2 3 4 5 6 

9 10 11 12 13 

 H 17 18 19 20 

23 24 25 26 27 
 

     

October 2025    March 2026 
 M  T  W  T  F 

   1  2  3 

6  7  8  9 10 

13 14 15 16 17 

20 21 22 23 24 

27 28 29 [30] 31 
 

    M  T  W  T  F 

 2  3  4  5  6 

  9 10 11 12 13 

16 17 18 19 20 

23 24 25 26 27 

30 31      
 

     

November 2025    April 2026 

 

M  T  W  T  F 

3 4 5 6 7 

 10 H 12 13 14 

 17 18 19 20 21 

CD CD 26 H 28 

    M  T  W  T  F 

    1 2 3 

6 7 8 9 [10] 

13 14 15 16 17 

20 21 22 23 24 

27 28 29 30  
 

     

     

December 2025    May 2026 
 M  T  W  T  F 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 

29 30 31   
 

  

* 
 
 

 

  M  T  W  T  F 

      1 

4 5 6 7 8 

11 12 13 14 15 

18 19 20 21 22 

 H 26 27 28 29 
 

     

January 2026    June 2026 
 M  T  W  T  F 

       1 2 

 5 6 7 8 9 

12 13 14 15 16 

 H 20 21 22 23 

26 27 28 [29] 30 
 

    M  T  W  T  F 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  8 9 10 [F/L] 12* 

15* 16* 17*  18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 

29 30    
 

     

     

2025-2026 School Year Calendar 

      

 

 

                                                                    Final calendar is subject to bargaining agreements with employee groups and resources available  

 

September 1 ............................................ Labor Day 

September 2 .......... First Day of School for Grades 1-5 

September 8 ........ First Day of School for Kindergarten 
 

October 10  ............................. School Not in Session 
October 31 ......................... Work Day/In-service Day 
 
 
November 3 ................ Grade Report Preparation Day 
November 11 ....................................... Veterans Day 
November 21 ........................... School Not in Session 
November 24-25 ...................Parent Conference Days 
November 26 ........................... School Not in Session 
November 27 ............................ Thanksgiving Holiday 
November 28 ........................... School Not in Session 
 
December 22-January 2 ........................ Winter Break 
 
January 5 ........................... Work Day/In-service Day 
January 19 ...................... Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
January 30 .................. Grade Report Preparation Day 
 
February 16 ...................................... Presidents’ Day 
February 23 ........................ Work Day/In-service Day 
 
March 23-27 ......................................... Spring Break 
 
April 13 ....................... Grade Report Preparation Day 
April 24 .............................. Work Day/In-service Day 
 
 
May 15 ............................... Work Day/In-service Day 

May 25 ............................................... Memorial Day 
 
June 11 ....... Last Day of School for Elementary School 
June 12 .............................. Emergency Make-Up Day 
June 15 .............................. Emergency Make-Up Day 
June 16 .............................. Emergency Make-Up Day 
June 17 .............................. Emergency Make-Up Day 
June 19 .................................................. Juneteenth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEGEND 

F/L First/Last Day of School 

K First Full Day of Kindergarten 

 School Closed – Not in Session 

CD Conference Day 

[  ] End of Quarter 

 H Holiday – No School  

* Emergency Make-Up Day       

                                             Board Adopted 2/27/2025 

  

Updatted  



 

 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Student’s Name     Date of Birth 
 
____________________________________  ______________________________________ 
School      Teacher Name/Grade 
 
I request that school staff assist my child in the administration of this medication in accordance with our 
health care provider’s written instructions. 
 
1. Diagnosis (indication for medication or emergency injection): _____________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Medication prescribed: ______________________________ Expiration Date: _______________ 

 Dosage: _________________________  Frequency/time: _______________________________ 

3. Possible reaction to medication: ___________________________________________________ 

4. Other specific instructions: ________________________________________________________ 

5. Date to discontinue medication: ____________________________________________________ 

 
The medication/emergency injection herein is required to be scheduled during school hours. 
 
• Medical treatment is the responsibility of the parent and the health care provider. Administering 

medications is a service the school is not legally required to perform. However, when it is 
absolutely required that a medication is taken at school by a student, this form, with specific 
instructions from the health care provider and the parent’s/guardian’s signature, is required.  

 
• It is understood that the school is not legally obligated to assist in administering medication to 

my child. Therefore, I agree to hold the school district and its employees free from any and all 
responsibility for the results of such medication or the manner in which it is administered, and to 
indemnify each of them against loss by reasons of any civil judgment arising out of these 
arrangements which may be rendered against them.  

 
• I will notify the school immediately if we change health care providers or if the medication is 

changed or stopped.  Changes in dosages must be verified by a health care provider. If notified 
by school personnel that medications remain after the course of treatment or at the end of the 
school year, I will collect the medication from the school or understand that it will be properly 
disposed of.  

 
Medication must be supplied in the original pharmacy container. 
 
 
 

NORTH CLACKAMAS SCHOOL DISTRICT  
MEDICATION ASSISTANCE 

Rev. 5/12                                                                                                      Signature required on back of form. 
 



 
    
 
 
 
The health care provider’s signature is required for prescription medication (may be in the form of a 
current Rx label). 
 
_________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Health Care Provider’s Signature     Health Provider’s Name (Printed) 
 
_________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Health Care Provider’s Phone #     Date 
 
 

STUDENT MEDICATIONS 
 

If medication (prescription or non-prescription) is required in order for the student to remain in school, 
the following procedures are in effect: 
 

1. The parent/guardian must complete this Medication Assistance form before medication can be 
given. 

 
2. A physician’s signature is required for all PRESCRIPTION medications.  (This may be in the 

form of a prescription label if all information is complete.)  All medication must not be expired, 
and in the original container. The prescription label must be current and include the student 
name, medication name, dosage instructions and the physician’s name and phone number. 

 
3. The parent/guardian must provide all supplies necessary for proper administration of the 

medication (i.e., measuring devices and pre-cut pills). 
 
4. All medication will be kept in a locked area and dispensed only by trained staff. Teachers will 

not store or dispense medications from their classrooms. 
 
5. All non-prescription medication required during school hours, necessary for a child to remain in 

school, require completion of this Medication Assistance form.  The medication must not be 
expired and must be contained in the original labeled container including instructions. 

 
 
 
I have read and understand the information on this form. I have received a copy of this form. 
 
 
 
_____________________________     _______________________        ___________________ 
Parent’s Signature   Daytime Phone Number Date 
 

NORTH CLACKAMAS SCHOOL DISTRICT  
MEDICATION ASSISTANCE 

Rev. 5/12 
 



Skills your child will work on during kindergarten…

Relationship Building
v Work and play in pairs
v Work and play in groups 

(cooperative play)

Fine Motor Skills
v Hold pencil and scissors correctly
v Cut out shapes and objects
v Write on a line, using lower-case 

letters
v Copy letters, words, numbers, 

shapes

Literacy
v Concepts of print (parts of a book, left to 

right, top to bottom, letters & words)
v Recognize and write name
v Recognize and produce all letters and 

sounds
v Read high-frequency words
v Blend letters to form words
v Segment sounds in words
v Sound out words
v Draw pictures to represent stories
v Write simple sentences(s) to tell a story

1

Communication and Problem 
Solving Skills
v Speak in complete sentences
v Present ideas to the group
v Organize thoughts to tell a story
v Describe common objects
v Solve small problems 

independently

Basic Concepts
v Recognize colors and shapes
v Sort by various attributes 

(color, shape, size)
v Recognize positional concepts 

(more, less, fewer, greater)
v Recognize opposites

Math
v Count to 100 by 1’s, 5’s, 10’s
v Write and recognize numerals to 20
v Measurement
v Recognize and describe 2- and 3-

dimensional shapes
v Add and subtract with numbers less 

than 10
v Problem Solving

CHARACTER TRAITS – RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE, SAFE, AND KIND



Kindergarten Readiness information

2

Children’s knowledge, skills and abilities

SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL, BEHAVORIAL
ü Knows how to share and take turns
ü Respectful of others, their belongings, and classroom 

materials
ü Listens and follows directions with one or two 

reminders, even if distracted
ü Participates positively in learning groups, showing 

interest without interrupting others
ü Uses words to solve problems and communicate

PHYSICAL, HEALTH, SAFTEY
ü Student is current with meeting developmental milestones
ü Demonstrates self-care such as feeding, dressing, 

toileting, brushing teeth, and hand washing 
ü Demonstrates understanding of healthy food choices and 

uses proper utensils for eating
ü Appropriately uses school tools such as pencils, markers, 

and scissors with appropriate grip

SPEAKING, READING, WRITING
ü Uses short sentences with words from a large growing 

vocabulary
ü Tells stories to communicate details, pictures, and 

experiences
ü Can trace and draw, and also write first name
ü Can produce the sounds of several letters
ü Knows the difference between upper and lower case 

letters in alphabet

MATH
ü Recognizes, writes, and counts numbers accurately 1 

through 20
ü Identifies colors correctly and creates simple repeating 

patterns with sounds, colors, or shapes
ü Recognizes basic shapes (circle, square, triangle)
ü Identifies groups of objects as having more, less, or equal 

amounts and can sort into small sub-groups
ü Identifies & names numbers to ten and connects each to 

the correct number of counted objects



The ABC’s of Kindergarten Readiness 
Angela Doht Nelson 

Kindergarten Teacher 
North Clackamas School District 

 
A Ask your preschooler questions to show that you are interested in his/her thinking. And 
then…ask your child to tell you more! 
 
B Books!  Immerse your preschooler in books, books, and more books (fiction, non-fiction, 
board books, poetry, songs, picture books, cookbooks, maps, wordless books, nursery rhymes...). 
 
C Count with your preschooler!  Count people, stairs, socks, pine-cones, shells, buttons. 
Count by ones, twos, fives and tens. Count forwards, backwards and from numbers other than 0, 
1 or 10! 
 
D Draw!  Provide different mediums such as crayons, markers and pencils for your 
preschooler to draw, and write their own stories; draw with sidewalk chalk on a patio or 
driveway, a stick on the sand or even with a spray bottle of water on a dry sidewalk! 
 
E Encourage your preschooler to name, count, create, sort and tell stories about collections 
of interesting items. 
 
F Fine-motor development is an extremely important Kindergarten readiness skill!.  Provide 
opportunities for strengthening hand and finger muscles through use of appropriate aged 
scissors, simple drawing mazes, play-do and/or clay, building with Lego, stringing beads, 
snapping snaps, zipping zippers and buttoning buttons. 
 
G  Games!  Play simple board games such as Chutes and Ladders, Candy Land, Memory and 
age appropriate card games which might include Crazy 8s and/or Uno. Colors, counting, 
patterning, language and brain development all play an important role in this medium of PLAY. 
 
H Have fun playing make believe games!  This encourages brain development and 
creativity. 
 
I Identify letters, numbers, colors, sounds, patterns and shapes in the real world (traffic 
signs, restaurants, cereal boxes, stores, billboards, neighborhoods, grocery stores, movie 
theaters, buses, Max train, license plates, the Mall...) 
 
J Jobs - give your preschooler developmentally appropriate “jobs” to complete around the 
house (make bed, sort the laundry, feed the pet, recycle, set the table). 
 



K Kindergarten -  kindergarten (n.) 1852, from German Kinder-Garten (1840), literally 
"children-garden, garden of children," a metaphoric name from Kinder "children" (plural of Kind 
"child;" see kin (n.)) + Garten "garden" (from suffixed form of PIE root *gher- (1) "to grasp, 
enclose"). Coined by German educator Friedrich Fröbel (1782-1852) in reference to his method 
of developing intelligence in young children.   Kindergarten means a garden of children, and 
Froebel, the inventor of it, or rather, as he would prefer to express it, the discoverer of the method 
of Nature, meant to symbolize by the name the spirit and plan of treatment. How does the 
gardener treat his plants? He studies their individual natures, and puts them into such 
circumstances of soil and atmosphere as enable them to grow, flower, and bring forth fruit,-- also 
to renew their manifestation year after year. [Mann, Horace, and Elizabeth P. Peabody, "Moral 
Culture of Infancy and Kindergarten Guide," Boston, 1863] 
 
L Listen - Go on a Listening Walk...Listen to the sounds you might hear together - birds, 
cars, lawn mowers, sirens, rain...; Listen to your preschooler - listen to their verbal and nonverbal 
communication - they have lots of important things to say! 
 
 M Make new friends.  Your preschooler will be making an abundance of friends in 
Kindergarten.  Help your child make new friends at the park, in your neighborhood or other 
appropriate places where children engage in play.. 
 
N Name.  Help your preschooler write their first and last names, (“starting at the top”)
 using lowercase letters with only the first letter as an uppercase letter. Encourage your 
child to name the letters and count the letters in their name!  Once they become experts, move 
on to middle and last names! 
 
O Organize objects by size, shape and color and then COUNT them!   
 
P Puzzles Encourage your preschooler to complete a variety of large and small piece 
puzzles, wooden and cardboard puzzles, mind twister puzzles and to look for patterns in the 
world around her/him. 

Perseverance!  A growth mindset and perseverance are important concepts in 
Kindergarten, school and in LIFE!  Celebrate mistakes!  Encourage the learning that comes from 
mistakes!  Build strong and flexible brains!  

Playtime (must be valued)  https://move-with-me.com/uncategorized/play-quotes/ 
 
Q Quiet time!  Your preschooler may not need naps anymore but a little quiet time will 
encourage independence, ease the daily stimulation your child receives AND it gives you a well-
deserved break! 
 
R   Read together!  Read together!  Read together! AND Read together! And then READ 

together some more.   
 



S Sing together!  Sing the ABC song, nursery rhymes, jingles, jump rope rhymes and 
children’s songs, made-up songs. Singing encourages brain development, happiness, and literary 
repetition. AND your voice is, not only melodious, it’s American Idol, The Voice and Grammy 
Award Winning! 
 
T Talk about stories! Ask your young reader about characters, settings, facts, and details.  
Talk about the day!  Ask about the sequence of their day! Ask about happy moments and even 
ones that were difficult! Talk about emotions! Talk about favorites! Celebrate their perseverance!  
Model appropriate language and sentence structure!  Encourage complete sentences! 
 U Understand that your preschooler is only 5 or 6!  Celebrate the social, emotional, 
psychological and physical growth they have made in such a short amount of time! 
 
V Value the time you get to spend together. It will go by quickly!  

Vroom  Download the FREE Daily Vroom App because “Every parent has what it takes to 
be a brain builder”! !http://www.joinvroom.org/ 
 
W Words!  Say, sing, repeat words: rhyming words, made-up words, opposite words, long 
words, short words; listen to sounds in words, count letters in words, write words, look at words, 
read words, build words - be imaginative! 
 
X Be excited about Kindergarten!  Your student will only be as excited as you are! Visit your 
neighborhood school, register early, ask questions, participate in school wide events (prior to 
your child’s entrance to school) and trust that your preschooler will be celebrated, valued, 
encouraged and cared for. 
 
Y You know your preschooler best.  You will be an instrumental part of your child’s 
 education.  You will be regarded as your teacher’s partner - you are their best advocate 
and will be an important partner in your child’s education.  You are valued and  respected.  
 
Z Zzzzzzzzzzzzzs…Make sure your child stays healthy by eating right and getting plenty 
of sleep.   
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