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BANDS —

WELCOME

Welcome to “The Pride of Bellevue” — the Bellevue High School Band Program!
As a member, you have a unique opportunity to be part of something special,
carrying on a tradition of excellence that spans many years. You’ll experience
opportunities unlike anything you’ve encountered before. You’ll gain essential
tools to succeed in today’s increasingly competitive world, form lifelong
friendships, and create memories that will last forever.

OUR MISSION

The mission of the Bellevue High School Band Program is to develop character,
professionalism, pride, dedication, appreciation, and respect for music, as well as a
commitment to our traditions. Our aim is to provide every student with the
opportunity to experience a well-rounded, high-level music program while also
having fun and developing essential skills for success. Students will build their
musical abilities, form meaningful interpersonal relationships, and take initiative to
improve the overall quality of the program.

PURPOSE OF THE BANDBOOK

The purpose of this Bandbook is to establish a shared foundation to help all
members achieve their individual musical goals and contribute to the success of the
organization as a whole. These policies are designed to support the band’s interests
and goals by promoting order, personal responsibility, and efficiency. Students are
expected to adhere to all policies and procedures outlined in the Bandbook. Please
read all sections carefully.



EXPECTATIONS OF A BAND MEMBER
The following is a partial list of those things that define the best in student behavior, attitude,
discipline and service to the community — or simply, a Bellevue High School band member. An
outstanding band member exhibits:
. Maintaining a positive attitude
. Being respectful to each other, band parents, directors, visiting bands, etc.
. Proper care and maintenance of all school and personal equipment and the band room
. Total concentration and focus during rehearsals
. The ability to accept constructive criticism in order to grow and adapt to changing
situations (being coachable)
. Complete and careful preparation of music, drill, and routines. Extra practice/help as
needed
7. Punctuality - Rehearsals/Performances begin at the times listed. You are expected to be
at the rehearsal/performance location ready to start (not just walking in, getting your
instrument, talking to friends, etc.)
To Be Early is To Be On Time
To Be On Time is To Be Late
To Be Late is Inexcusable
8. Patience with yourselves and others
9. A sense of humor and the ability to laugh at oneself
10. Time management skills to maintain high academic achievement throughout the year
11. Dedication to taking your instrument and music home to practice. Parts should be
learned at home and rehearsal time should be spent on group preparation.
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CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
Participate in a positive manner
Keep the facilities clean (no food in band room)
Act professionally
Be Prepared (includes a working instrument, oil/reeds/sticks/etc., music, folder, pencil)
Immediately report any instrument issues

Instruments must be properly put away each day
HAVE FUN!

ATTENDANCE

Band members are expected to attend and be on time to all rehearsals and performances
(including band camp, football games, parades, band period, etc.). Any issue that may cause you
to be tardy or absent from a rehearsal or performance must be communicated with Mr. Meadows
or Mr. Frey via phone, email, Remind, or written note. Having a fiiend inform the directors
does not count as advanced notice.

All performances are required as part of your band grade. Only extreme cases should cause you
to miss a performance. Family vacations, college visits, and other events should be scheduled
around band commitments. Requests to miss a rehearsal or performance must be made two
weeks in advance and final approval is at the discretion of the Directors. Failure to do so could
result in loss of credit for the performance. If you are absent/tardy from school, even if it is
excused through the main office, you must contact a director to inform them of why you may
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miss or be tardy to a performance. Failure to contact a director about missing a performance
PRIOR to the performance will result in an unexcused absence.

An unexcused tardy to a performance will result in a 20% deduction of the performance grade.
An unexcused absence from a performance will result in the lowering of two (2) letter grades to
the quarter grade. An excused absence from a performance must be verified by a note from a
parent/guardian/doctor/teacher within one (1) week of the missed performance. Students assume
the responsibility for making up all missed class work. In the event of an excused absence, it is
the student’s responsibility to contact the director and discuss material missed or to obtain
additional help.

Work is NOT an Excuse. If you have a job, it is your responsibility to tell your employer that
you are in band and to provide them with a schedule. A list of all major performances is included
in the Bandbook, with your marching band music you receive in May, and on the Google
Calendar. The only exception is when a last minute performance is announced and the Directors
have not given two weeks notice of the performance. If there is a problem, tell the Director as
soon as possible so we can help you resolve the conflict.

GOOGLE CLASSROOM/ GOOGLE CALENDAR

Google Classroom and Google Calendar will be used throughout the school year. Playing Tests
will be submitted online via Google Drive and Google Classroom. The Google Calendar gives
everyone access to our full list of events including report times, departure times, and any other
pertinent information. The calendar is available for both students and parents. Other important
information is also shared via Google Classroom throughout the year. It is a requirement of this
course to frequently check Google Classroom and Google Calendar. You may access the
Google Calendar at bhs.bellevueschools.org/extracurricular/bellevuebands

BAND CAMP

Band camp is extremely important for all members of the program. Basics of marching, music
for the entire season, and drills are rehearsed and perfected. Many times the first performance of
the year is held before school even begins, so it is imperative that every student attends band
camp and is on time. Therefore, vacations and other trips are to be scheduled around band camp
to ensure the success of each student and the entire program.

Band camp is held at Bellevue High School from 8:00am - 12:00pm. No student is permitted to
leave school grounds during these hours. Band camp is held for the equivalent of two weeks (10
weekdays) prior to the start of school. Percussion camp is held the previous 5 week-days before
band camp. The exact dates fluctuate each year. Please refer to the Google Calendar for the exact
dates of percussion and band camp.

Ok

Many band students also participate in a fall sport that sometimes has practices during band
camp. All coaches work well with our schedule to accommodate both activities. Each sport will
work out an accommodated practice schedule for both the sporting activity and band camp. You
do NOT have to choose one or the other. You are able to participate in BOTH sports and band.



AUDITIONS

For Marching Season, band members will be placed on parts where necessary based on past chair
placement, band grades, and the discretion of the Directors. Percussion will audition in May for
instruments for the Fall marching season as well as submit their instrument preference. All
attempts will be made to honor those preferences, however, the final decision is at the discretion
of the directors to achieve a balanced section that puts everyone on the best instrument for their
abilities. Section Leaders will be chosen by the Directors through an application process held in
the Spring each year.

In the Spring, all current 9th-11th graders will audition to determine who is in Wind Ensemble
and Symphonic Band. All incoming freshmen will be placed in Symphonic Band. Chair
Placements for each band will be done in the fall at the conclusion of Marching Season.

Both Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band rehearse each day and perform at the Annual Winter
and Spring Concerts as well as compete in the District II Large Group Competition held in
March. If a Superior (I) is earned, that will qualify the group for State Large Group Competition
held at the end of April.

BANDS AVAILABLE
All students will participate in Marching Band as well as Concert Season (Wind Ensemble or
Symphonic Band). Additionally, the following opportunities are available:

Pep Band - Performs at all home boys and select girls basketball games.
Students will sign up for either the Red or White Pep Band. You
are allowed to miss one required Pep Band and still earn your Pep
Band Patch for awards. Attending two (2) Pep Band performances
of the Pep Band to which you are NOT assigned will make up for
one (1) absence from your designated Pep Band.

Jazz Band - Begins at the start of the 2"¢ semester. Attendance at all rehearsals
and performances is required to receive your Jazz Band Patch at
the end of the year.

Solo & Ensemble - All students are eligible to participate in Solo & Ensemble contest
each year. Students’ registration and accompanist fees are all
covered by the Bellevue Music Boosters. In the event you are
unable to perform after the registration fees are sent, you are
responsible for refunding the Bellevue Music Boosters your
registration fee.

Honors Band - All students are eligible to participate in the District II Honors
Festival. Selection is based upon an audition that is recorded and
judged by other band directors in District II. The audition music
will be distributed in October. Auditions must be completed by
the end of November/Early December.

All-State Band - Students interested in performing with the All-Ohio State Fair
Band held each year must apply as well as have director
recommendation. Applications are typically completed in March.
For more information, please visit http://www.aostb.com.




LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Each year, the Bellevue Band selects student leaders to help promote the vision and success of
the band program. Leadership opportunities available include Band Council as well as Band
Buddies and Section Leaders (marching band only). Band Council members are selected
through a student vote. Band council positions include:

President - Must be a Senior who has previously held a band council position.
Responsibilities include but not limited to: meeting/greeting visiting Bands,
coordinating Senior Show with his/her classmates, guiding the selection of design
and ordering of Senior Band shirts, running Band Council meetings, and any other
tasks as appointed by the Band Directors.

Vice President - Junior or Senior. No previous experience necessary. The Vice
President of the Band is responsible for assisting the President with any duties
he/she needs help completing, meeting/greeting visiting Bands. They are also
responsible for any other tasks as appointed by the Band Directors.

Librarian - Any grade. Files all music and keeps library organized

Uniform Committee - Any grade. Responsible for fitting all band members, repairing
uniforms, setting uniforms out, etc. Maximum of four people (per director
discretion)

Set-Up Crew - Any grade. Responsible for setting up for performances as well as
loading/unloading the truck for traveling performances. Maximum of 5 people
(per director discretion)

Publicity & Decorating - Responsible for the band room bulletin board and the
hallway showcase. Maximum of 3 people (per director discretion)

Band Buddies are students who voluntarily sign up to mentor a new member to the band. Sign up
is done in May before the school year ends. The mentor/mentee will sit by each other during
rehearsal and also stand near each other during marching band. The primary goal is to help the
new member become acclimated to the BHS Band program.

Section Leaders are entrusted with responsibilities critical to our success. While the section
leader is sometimes seen as someone who tells his or her section what to do, the true role of a
section leader is to serve his or her section and assure the best possible marching experience for
everyone. This is a very rewarding responsibility. Those interested will apply in the month of
May before the school year has ended. Section Leaders are chosen at the Director’s discretion.

PRIVATE LESSONS

As one might expect, private lessons on a musical instrument will result in increased
advancement of performance skills. The one-to-one approach allows the student to benefit from
the undivided attention of the private teacher unlike in the traditional band class where the
teacher is monitoring a class numbering sometimes over 100 students. The benefits of private
study go far beyond increased performance skills. Students are generally more inclined to adopt
a regular practice schedule when faced with a weekly music lesson for which to prepare. The
Bellevue Band directors are happy to assist students and parents in locating a private instructor
suited to your child’s ability and age. Private lessons also set the student up for success beyond
high school such as college auditions which typically earn high-dollar scholarships and can
eliminate taking out student loans.



AWARDS

At the end of each school year, the BHS Band honors all students with awards based on years
completed in band as well as other accomplishments. Awards are earned for 1st year (Patch &
Year Pin), 2nd year (Letter & Year Pin), 3rd year (Numerals & Year Pin), and 4th year (Plaque
& Year Pin). Patches for Pep Band and Jazz Band, and certificates for District Il Honors Band,
Solo & Ensemble, District & State Large Group, and All-Ohio State Fair Band are also awarded.

Additionally, there are three main Senior Awards:

John Philip Sousa Award - Since 1954, thousands of U.S. high schools across the
country have chosen the John Philip Sousa Award to honor their most deserving band
students. The Sousa Award recognizes superior musicianship, dependability, loyalty, and
cooperation - in short, the qualities directors strive to develop in all students. The winner
receives a trophy, pin, certificate, and their name engraved on the plaque in the Band
Showcase.

Marine Semper Fidelis Award - Each year the United States Marines awards the
Semper Fidelis Award for Musical Excellence to a deserving high school student who has
shown great passion, leadership, and musicianship toward instrumental music. The
winner receives a certificate from the U.S. Marines.

McKenzie Service Award - The McKenzie Band Service Award was established to
honor those students who have served the band program to a very high degree. Included
in this service is hard work, dedication, and a positive attitude throughout the school year.
The winner receives a certificate and their name engraved on the plaque in the Band
Showcase.

David W. Strayer Legacy Award — This award is presented annually to a senior who
has been a dedicated four-year member of the band program, embodying the
commitment, passion, and excellence that defined Mr. Strayer’s 34 years of service as
Assistant Band Director. The recipient reflects Mr. Strayer’s legacy through their
dedication to the band, their leadership among their peers, and their lasting impact on the
program. This honor celebrates a student who carries forward the spirit of hard work and
love for music that Mr. Strayer instilled in all of us.

BEHAVIOR

One of the objectives of the band is to teach you how to work with people. The success of the
band is dependent on 100% cooperation. Treat your fellow band members as you would expect
them to treat you. Remember, everywhere we go, we are judged as a group, not as individuals.
(Be an individual group, not a group of individuals.) People form an opinion of our
communities, school, band, and you from your behavior.

All rules and policies of the Bellevue High School Student Handbook will be followed and
enforced. In addition, band members are to serve as examples of good sportsmanship and
appropriate behavior at all music events. All marching band students will play when requested
by the directors and will otherwise remain seated in the band bleachers during quarters 1, 2, and
4 of all football games. Quarter 3 is time for students to eat, socialize, and use the bathroom. This
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break is a privilege and may be revoked at any time. Students must return to the band section
with 0:00 remaining on the game clock. Failure for all band members to return on time will result
in 3rd quarter break time being reduced for the following game(s). Only band and colorguard
members are allowed to sit in/with the band in the assigned bleacher section.

Any behavior that interrupts with the learning process or interferes with the learning
environment will be dealt with in a disciplinary manner.

Cell Phones are permitted per the BHS Student Handbook, however, this is a privilege that can
be revoked at any time for any student who fails to abide by the terms of the policy or otherwise
engages in the misuse of the privilege. Cell phones can be helpful in the band setting for
metronomes or tuners, however, they can become a distraction. Therefore, once rehearsal has
begun NO CELL PHONES SHOULD BE USED OR VISIBLE DURING REHEARSAL.
Failure to abide by this expectation will result in disciplinary action such as loss of participation
points for the day, detention, and/or the phone being taken and sent to the office. Pictures or
videos may not be taken of any individual without their permission.

There is to be NO Food in the Band Room at any time. This includes time before marching band
events. With our renovated room and new carpet, it is imperative that we take care of the room
and treat it with respect. The Band Room becomes our 2nd home during the school year and we
must treat it as such.

TRAVEL

Bus conduct will be exemplary at all times. The bus driver's instructions/restrictions must be
followed. All Bellevue City Schools Bus Rules/Expectations will be followed and enforced.
Each bus will have adult chaperones at all times. The Bellevue Band has a strong reputation of
being extremely well-behaved on bus trips and that will continue. Under no circumstance should
a bus driver have a complaint about a band student not following the expectations and guidelines.
Issues on the bus will be dealt with in a disciplinary manner.

We travel to events together and we return together. If a parent wishes to make other
arrangements, it must be done in advance in writing. Final approval of travel arrangement
changes rests with the directors and building administrators. Driving yourself, traveling with a
friend, non-immediate family member, boyfriend, girlfriend or neighbor is not permitted.

PARENT SUPPORT AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Participation in this program will hopefully prove to be not only rewarding for the student but for
the parents and guardians as well. Please help in establishing the proper attitude toward music at
home. Support the student by attending regular performances of the band and encourage them to
maintain regular practice habits at home. This will ensure a high level of success in the program.

FUNDRAISING

All band members are strongly encouraged to assist and take part in a Bellevue Music Boosters
fundraiser throughout the school year. These fundraisers help support the band program through
3rd quarter feeds in marching season, water at pregame and parades, solo & ensemble
registration fees, large group registration fees, and all awards handed out at the end of the year.
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GRADING SYSTEM

Students and parents are reminded that band is a co-curricular class which means that attendance
at after-school sectionals, full band rehearsals and/or concerts is a required element of the course
and figured into the quarter grade.

Each student will complete the requirements set forth for each school year. This includes music
checks, scales, and playing excerpts. All requirements will be communicated in advance and
allow for ample practice/performance time. During the marching season, students will play each
song/dance from memory for either their section leader or a band director. This can be completed
before/after school or during the band period on select days. These days will be communicated in
advance for students to prepare. Exact days will fluctuate based upon weather/rehearsal schedule.
During Concert Season, students will submit playing tests/quizzes online via Google Classroom.

If a director determines that a student is not prepared for a performance, that student may not be
allowed to participate in that performance or any future performances until the student is further
prepared for the concert/performance.

Attendance at all performances and participation in daily rehearsals is required. All students will
be assigned 100 points at the beginning of each nine-week period. Each unexcused absence from
or failure to participate in a rehearsal will result in the loss of 3 points. The student’s quarter
grade will be adjusted according to the grading scale in the Student Handbook. Please be familiar
with the “Attendance” section on page 4-5 for how absences/tardies affect your grade.

The 3 quarter grading period will be run with Student-Directed Grading. Students will select
how to earn their 30% of Student-Directed Grade. The grading period will consists of
Performances (50%), Student-Directed Grading (30%), and Classroom Engagement (20%).

Choices for the 30% Student-Directed Grading include:

Audition and be selected for District 2 Honors Band (15%)

Participate in Solo & Ensemble contest (15%)

Participate in Pep Band and attend 7 of your 8 required pep bands (30%)
Participate in Jazz Band (15%)

Playing a secondary instrument in your non-assigned band (10%)
Private Lessons on your own instrument or secondary instrument (15%)

S

UNIFORMS

The uniform identifies you as a member of the Bellevue High School Band and as such, a
professional image will be projected. When you are in uniform, you are no longer an individual,
but a representative of our Band, School and Community. Whenever a student wears a uniform
in public, the complete uniform must be worn properly and you must behave in a proper manner.

Students are expected to hang the uniform properly after each performance and put back into the
protective garment bag. Band students pay a school fee each year to cover the cost of dry-
cleaning a uniform.

Each student will be responsible for taking care of their uniform throughout the year. This
10



includes not spilling food or drinks and reporting any uniform issues to the Uniform
Chairpersons. All uniform issues should be addressed with the Uniform Chairpersons.

During Marching Season, the students are required to wear the following under their uniform:

« TALL socks (no anklets)

« T-Shirt - NO tank tops or hooded sweatshirts

« Athletic shorts/pants - NO jeans, khakis

« Those with hair past their shoulders will need to have their hair in two French braids for
each game, or entirely tied up/hidden under the band hat/beret. If unable to do this at
home, fellow band members will be available at the band room before games to do hair.
Please arrive early if you need help.

During Concert Season, the student will need to wear the following under their uniform:
« TALL 100% Black socks (no anklets)
« Shorts/pants to wear under uniform bottoms - NO jeans or khakis

FEES

All incoming freshmen will need to purchase gloves and a pair of band shoes for marching and
concert seasons. Any band student can purchase additional materials throughout the season.
Prices are as follows: Gloves ($3) and Marching Shoes ($38).

Students will also purchase a polo ($15) in the fall. This shirt will be worn in case we wear a
summer uniform due to weather. Khaki shorts would be worn as well as band shoes. This polo is
also worn for our Memorial Day Parade.

INSTRUMENT CARE

All band students are responsible for keeping their instruments clean and in good working order.
This includes having valve oil, reeds, etc. If a repair is needed on a student-owned instrument, it
must be made in a timely manner in order to ensure that the student’s participation grade is not
affected. The local music store (Forte Music in Sandusky or Tiffin) also can pick-up/drop-off
instruments at no charge. They also can provide loaner instruments if yours is in the shop.

Students using school-owned instruments are responsible for the instrument issued to them. All
students will sign-out their instrument at the beginning of the season. Students are never to take
home an instrument that is not signed-out. The student is expected to treat this instrument with
the utmost care (oil valves, clean mouthpiece, etc.). Misuse of equipment could result in the
student paying for damages. Snare Drum sticks are the responsibility of the student. Bass Drum
and Quad mallets will be issued by the school. Percussionists should never attempt to break a
drum stick or drum head on purpose even if it has started to crack.

DRUG TESTING

The Bellevue City School District Board of Education Drug Testing Policy was formed in an
effort to deter Bellevue High School students from using alcohol and illicit drugs. This policy
reflects the Bellevue City School District Board of Education and the community’s strong
commitment to establish a truly drug and alcohol free school program. Because of the pervasive
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nature of drug use in our society, Bellevue City Schools have selected student athletes, student
drivers, and all students who participate in co-curricular/extra-curricular activities. This policy
applies to all athletes, co-curricular/extra-curricular activities, students who opt-in, and student
drivers parking on school property from grades 9-12. In order to enroll in Band, students must
complete the drug testing consent form.

If a student test “positive” under this drug testing policy, they are not permitted to perform with
the band for a period of 30 days after the initial test. It is expected that students remain drug
and alcohol free to avoid missing any performances.

SocIAL MEDIA

You can find many updates, pictures, and videos of the band through our Twitter (X), Facebook,
or YouTube accounts. Those can be found at:

@Bellevue Bands

n www.facebook.com/BellevueBands

You www.youtube.com/BellevueBands

COMMUNICATION

In addition to our Social Media pages, we will utilize the Remind app to pass along important
updates and information from the directors to parents/guardians and students. Y our phone
numbers/email addresses are not made public through this service, and it is a fantastic way to
contact you quickly and efficiently. Either you or your student must sign up for the Remind
account to receive communications.

BHS Band Remind Account — text the message “@bhsbands” to “81010” or download the
Remind app and use the class code “@bhsbands”

We encourage you to contact a director anytime during the school year with any questions or
concerns. We believe strong communication between parents, students, and directors is vital to
the success of the program.

Director of Bands Assistant Director
Christopher M. Meadows Hayden Frey
419-484-5087 419-484-5087

christopher.meadows@pbellevueschools.org  hayden.frey@bellevueschools.org
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