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ANIMALS IN SCHOOL

Service Animals

The Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical School District does not permit discrimination
against individuals with disabilities, including those who require the assistance of a service animal.
Service animals are defined as dogs (and in some cases miniature horses) that are individually trained
to do work or perform tasks for people with disabilities. Emotional Support Animals or Comfort
Animals are not considered service animals under the ADA. The MRVTS District will comply with
Massachusetts and federal laws concerning the rights of persons with service animals and will permit
such animals on school premises and on school transportation. Any student or staff that requires a
service animal will notify and meet with the principal to agree on a plan to best support the animal
while at school.

The school principal in consultation with the Assistant Superintendent of Student Services shall
utilize the Department of Public Health publication “Guidelines for Animals in Schools or on School
Grounds” and review student health records to determine which animals may be allowed in the

school building. The decision of the principal shall be final.

Educational Program

The Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical School District is committed to providing a high-
quality educational program to all students in a safe and healthy environment. Communication and
collaboration are essential. For any non-service animal to be brought onto District property, prior
principal permission is required. The principal will review the proposed educational purpose to make a

determination.

Use of animals to achieve specific curriculum objectives may be allowed by the building principal
provided student health and safety are not jeopardized and the individual requesting that the animal
be brought to school is responsible for adhering to the "Guidelines for Animals in Schools or on
School Grounds” and any other conditions established by the principal to protect the health and

well-being of students.
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