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KPS Graduation Rates Increase, Demonstrate that Hard Work Must Continue

A Message
from the
Superintendent

Dr. Darrin Slade

ALAMAZOO Public Schools recently
shared the exciting news that the
district's graduation rate for the 2023-24
school year showed significant improve-
ment over previous years.

The district graduation rate increased
from 65.85 in 2023 to 7531 in 2024. Not
only did the district post its highest grad-
uation rate for the last 17 years (with the
exception of the virtual year for Covid),
but the district rate improved by almost
10 percentage points. All of our high
school programs — Kalamazoo Central,
Loy Norrix, Phoenix and the Kalamazoo
Innovative Learning Program — showed
significant improvement.

But perhaps most importantly, that
overall increase represented substantial
improvements to graduation rates for all
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subgroups of students, including signif-
icant growth for African American male
students and Hispanic female students.
The graduation rate for African American
male students rose 201 percent from 47
percent in 2023 to 671 percent in 2024.
For Hispanic females, the increase was
121 percent, from 67.9 percent in 2023 to
80 percent in 2024.

Likewise, African American females
saw an increase of 3.7 percent, and His-
panic males’ graduation rates improved
3.3 percent. Graduation rates for white
females improved 7.3 percent, white
males 31 percent, economically disad-
vantaged students 7.9 percent, and for
students with disabilities 3.2 percent.

With more than 30-plus years of ex-
perience, | can honestly say these gains
impress me as an educator. These num-
bers inspire great pride and confidence
in the ability of our students to work
hard and to learn the lessons and skills
they need to thrive and succeed. The im-
provements only expand my respect for

At Community Homeworks, we're dedicated to helping
income-eligible homeowners in Kalamazoo County
stay safe in their homes. We provide no or low-

cost support for repairs like plumbing, electrical.
HVAC, and other health and safety issues. If

you're a homeowner in Kalamazoo County,

call or email us at (269) 398-3275 or info®
communityhomeworks.org to find out if

you qualify today!
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our educators and staff and their ability
to teach and inspire our students.

I want to thank the principals at those
buildings for their leadership in guiding
these improvements, which have led to
these increased rates of success: Valerie
Boggan at Kalamazoo Central, Chris Agu-
inaga at Loy Norrix, Ajamian Gardner at
Phoenix; and Kimberly Kirshman at Ka-
lamazoo Innovative Learning Program.

While we are pleased with the news
that the district's rate of improvement
in graduation rates outpaced the rate of
growth for the state — KPS improved by
94 percent compared to the state’s in-
crease of 11 percent — we know there is
much work ahead of us.

The graduation rate for the State of
Michigan in 2024 was 82.8 percent, which
is also its highest rate in 17 years and
comes under the leadership of State
Superintendent Dr. Michael Rice, Kalam-
azoo’s former superintendent. As a dis-
trict we are confident that we can reach
that standard, however, we aspire not

only to match that rate but to exceed it.

The district has established a goal of
having a 90 percent graduation rate by
2030. You will find that Academic Excel-
lence is listed as the first pillar of the
district's new strategic plan.

Every initiative in the district, from
improving attendance to promoting ear-
ly childhood education, from increasing
career and technical education oppor-
tunities to providing social-emotional
supports — is designed to serve the goal
of helping students attain the skills they
need to succeed in school and graduate.

| want to thank everyone in our dis-
trict — students, families, teachers, prin-
cipals, counselors, support staff, and the
Board of Education — for their focus on
improving graduation rates and helping
us attain academic excellence.

There is no greater goal for a school
district than to have all students be able
to walk across the stage at graduation
knowing they are able to conquer the
world.

.

Visit CommunityHomeworks.org for more information.

This activity Is brought to you in portnership with the City of Kelomazoa, LISC,
Kolamazoo County, and support from other gront funding partners.
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Kalamazoo RESA's
Career Connect Campus
is Coming Soon!

World-class Career & Technical Education (CTE) center opening in the Fall of 2025.

This CTE campus will offer:
Hands-on learning in skilled trades and technical fields
Career pathways in Healthcare, IT, Manufacturing, Culinary, Design, and more!
Transportation provided

Save the Date!
Don't miss your chance to tour the
brand-new Career Connect Campus!

KRESA Career Connect Campus
Grand Opening Celebration

» Thursday, May 22, from 4 to 7 p.m.

» 3500 Vanrick Dr., Kalamazoo
(next to Wings Event Center)

[R] Learn more at
v, kresa.org/apply

‘-] Career Connect
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New District Chef Josh Kerby Comes Home to Inspire Nutrition

HEN JOSH KERBY was hired as the new executive

chef for Kalamazoo Public Schools, it was a
true homecoming. He will be preparing meals for
schools that he attended as a child.

Kerby, 39, attended King-Westwood Elementary
School, Hillside Middle School, and Kalamazoo Cen-
tral. He graduated from Central in 2004.

Back then, he was heavy into the arts, playing cel-
lo, writing poetry and participating in slams. He was
taking Education for the Arts classes in photography
and video production and was thinking about pursu-
ing a career in photography — then he got a job at
Coney Island in downtown Kalamazoo.

“| fell in love with the atmosphere and of course
the food” he said. “The guest interaction, the
high-pressure atmosphere during busy times. The
camaraderie with your co-workers”

After graduating from KC, he attended the Secchia
Institute for Culinary Arts in Grand Rapids. His new
found passion showed as he rose to the top of his
class and was consistently on the dean’s list.

He ended up in the Pacific Northwest, working for
a breakfast cafe in Portland, Oregon, then starting
his own catering business. His last few years in Ore-
gon he was the head chef and general manager for
a restaurant at the base of Mount Hood. When he
returned to Michigan a few years ago, he became a
sous chef at Gun Lake Casino in Wayland.

Kerby is new to school food
programs, but excited to join KPS
and Chartwells to help guide
the district through a challeng-
ing new phase as it gears up for
the launch of the district's new
central kitchen, which is being
built on the westside of Kalam-
azoo on the former location of
Chime Elementary School.

“It is a very exciting chal-
lenge, every day is different”
Kerby said. “It's keeping me on
my toes. Imagine running 27
consistently busy restaurants
at the same time, every day. I'm
the kind of person who wants to
get things done right away, and
I've had to learn that change within an operation
this large has to come at a slower pace. There are a
lot of moving parts”

In addition to managing the mechanics of launch-
ing the central kitchen, Kerby is focused on how the
new facility will broaden the district's ability to de-
velop healthier recipes and introduce children to
better nutrition.

“It can be a bit of an uphill battle when every-
thing they're eating at school is low fat, low sodi-

o
Executive Chef Josh Kerby
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Access to the arts is
essential for everyone.
- The arts enrich our lives,
- cultivate empathy and
.« understanding, and help
shape a vibrant future for all.

-

v

ﬂ 4 Please consider supporting
the ACGK, so we can
L continue to promote,

: support, and create
opportunities for artists and
art organizations in our
community.

Sean the code to Ponate:

arts council

of greater kalamazoo

KalamazooArts.org

um and low sugar — and when
they're outside of school they're
exposed to foods that can be
full of those elements, which
can come across as a bit more
flavorful” he said.

The new kitchen, he said, will
give the district more opportuni-
ties to develop their own recipes.

“This is why | am excited for
our new kitchen, so we can de-
velop our own recipes and try
to account for reduced fats and
sugars by using things like spic-
es and herbs to increase flavor,
Kerby said. The new kitchen will
allow staff to get away from pre-
made, processed foods, and to
start making homemade items such as breakfast
sandwiches and cookie dough.

Getting kids to think about eating healthier and
exploring new food options requires exposing them
to a broad range of foods and flavors from an early
age, he said. “There’s science to back this up. You are
way more likely to try something as an adult if you
were exposed to it as a child.

“That's what | am focused on with my discovery
kitchen demos. | am just trying to get kids to try
something different like beets or a unique fruit. They
aren’t always going to like it — and they are sure to
let me know when they don't he laughed. “But it's
an important part of the job in my eyes.”

Kerby encourages parents to cook with their chil-
dren to help broaden their interest in food, nutrition
and the world around them.

He actually encourages all of us to be a little more
adventurous with our diets. He understands why our
dietary worlds have shrunk a little after Covid.

One simple way to do that is to try one new reci-
pe a week. Make something you've never had before,
something that may be different than your usual
meals. These new recipes can be an exploration of
healthier eating or inexpensive meals.

“I think the whole world feels like they are in a bit
of a funk,” he said. “When you're not feeling yourself,
or a bit down, you're going to turn to those rich, dec-
adent comfort foods. | think the biggest thing people
can do to improve their health is to try new things.
Step out of your comfort zone!”



EXCELSIOR

BOARD OF NOTICE

EDUCAT'ON Kalamazoo Public Schools welcomes all
. students and staff of any religion, race,

President

color, national origin, age, sex, pregnancy,

TiAnna Harrison gender identification, height, weight,

Vice President familial status, marital status, sexual
Carol McGlinn orientation, and disability.

The District will not tolerate or
Secretary condone any act of bias or discrimina-
Jennie Hill tion toward any person on the basis of
Treasurer religion, race, color, national origin, age,

sex, pregnancy, gender identification,

Karla Murphy height, weight, familial status, marital

Trustee status, sexual orientation, and disability
Takisha Johnson in any of its activities, hiring practices,
Trustee programs or services.

Inquiries by students and/or their

Juanita Yvonne Payton y )
parents/guardians should be directed to:

Trustee

Patti Sholler-Barber Director of School Improvement,

Title I and Assessments
Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0180

All other inquiries should be directed to:

Director of

Human Resources
Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0177

District Directory at :
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

KPS
SUPERINTENDENT

Dr. Darrin Slade

Excelsior is mailed to every
household in Kalamazoo.

For information about
advertising, please call
Encore Publications.

(269) 383-4433

Serving Your Community Since 1944

FRIENDLY MARKETS
Over $1,000,000 Donated to Our Communites!

EARN MONEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL,
CHURCH, OR FAVORITE NON-PROFIT
EVERY TIME YOU SHOP AT

HARDING'S MARKETS!

Recipe
from the KPS Food Service, Chartwells

Mock Mac Tacos

Josh Kerby,
executive chef

Kirsten Strong,
registered dietitian
nutritionist

HESE little babies are a delight! If you are a fan of a certain classic, fast food burger,

this recipe might help to satisfy your craving without visiting the restaurant. The
sauce tastes just like the real thing and that's what sets this recipe
apart. These tacos are a fun play on the original hamburger sand-
wich and are even a little healthier, too. This is a quick and simple
crowd-pleasing dinner that will shake things up. Scan the code to
check out a video demo of this recipe with Chef Josh and Resident
Dietitian Kirsten on the KPS Food Services Facebook.

TACOS

Makes 8 small tacos

1 pound ground beef (lean or
regular)

8 small, soft flour tortillas

1 teaspoon salt

/> teaspoon cracked black pepper

Olive oil spray

8 slices American cheese

2 cups iceberg lettuce, shredded

4 cup dill pickles, sliced or
chopped

4 onion, finely diced

Sesame seeds

SPECIAL MOCK “MAC” SAUCE

2 tablespoons onion, grated

1 cup mayonnaise

2 tablespoons sweet pickle relish
2 teaspoons white vinegar

2 teaspoons sugar

2 teaspoons mustard

14 teaspoons paprika

1 teaspoon onion powder

Salt to taste

PREPARATION

1. Cook ground beef over medium-
high heat in a pan on the stovetop,
stirring frequently until there is no

pink. Drain if needed. Add 2 cup
of the mac sauce to the cooked
ground beef.

2. Heat tortillas in the microwave
orin a lightly oiled frying pan.

3. To assemble the tacos, layer the
beef, American cheese, pickles,
diced onion, lettuce, sauce, and
sesame seeds in the tortillas —
and enjoy!

4, Use ground turkey or chicken
and lite mayo to reduce calories.
Use whole grain tortillas to

increase your fiber.

SPONSORED BY:

> PNCBANK
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MAY 3, 2025 | 10 AM

zeiglerkalamazoomarathon.com \

KALAMAZOO

BRONSON PARK

Join us by registering for
the PNC Kids' 1K! Entry is
FREE and each entrant will
receive a T-shirt and medal.

Scan to register
kids for free!
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Literacy Night
Celebrates Reading
Every Day

ALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS elementary and middle
school buildings held their annual literacy night
celebrations on Feb. 26 and 27. Literacy night helps
the district kick-off National Reading Month, which
is held in March. National Reading Month began as a celebration
of children’s book author Dr. Seuss’s birthday. I T ters atih ey color to the
This year, some of the themes for literacy night included multicultural literacy night at Milwood Magnet.
camping, superheroes, STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art,and Math) learning, Motown and Black history,and world cultures.

Northglade
Montessori
Community

In Schools
Coordiator
Emma Bradford
handles
giveaways at
literacy night.

The Kalamazoo
Department of
Public Safety
was a hit at
Greenwood
Elementary.

Milwood Elementary
student Junior
Arthanas shows off
his non-Newtonian
fluid, which is solid
when squeezed but
becomes fluid at
rest. Milwood had

a STEAM-themed
literacy night.

Students practice reading music with Northglade Montessori Teaching
Assistant Carianne Zomonski and Teacher Bethany Conley.

n Excelsior - April 2025 - www.kalamazoopublicschools.com



Literacy Night (cont. from pg. 6)
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ON THE COVER: Greenwood first-grader Kamilla Davis
dreams of being a doctor at literacy night.

Northglade’s
literacy night theme
was Northglade
Rocks. All of the
events were tied to
music in some way.
From left to right:
Hendrick Nieboer,
Weston Howe,
Holland Nieboer,
Campbell Weiler,
Clare Pappalardo,
Matilda Thole-
Velting, Tove Kerney
and Tesla Milcarek
practice their
karaoke.

I
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Woods Lake
Assistant
Principal/
Batwoman Sierra
Prather poses
with The Hulk, Fox
Newland, during
the Woods Lake
superhero-themed
celebration.

Loy Norrix teacher
Brad Schmidt
explains Pi to Aiden
Jackson, Juma
Arthanas and U'Talia
Keaton at Milwood
Elementary.

Indian Prairie students Harper
Bradford and Ava Mitchell celebrated
the “Heart of Black History.”

Rootead dancers thrill
guests at Milwood
Magent School.

Excelsior
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Edison Academy art teacher Marlena Smith shares Lea'Jah Walker and other third graders created fall and
the wide range of projects and techniques that Edi- snowy landscapes that reflect off the water.

son students have been working on this year. Smith introduced fifth graders like William Kelsey to tem-

" Kindergarteners, like Raylynn Grady, were intro- pera paint sticks and the technique of overlapping colors to
duced to a variety of lines along with color. Students create secondary colors on watercolor paper.

were able to choose their lines and colors and dance Eliana Bimbe, who is in second grade, printed her handprint -~
them across the page. and used markers to play with the negative space on the page.

William Kelsey

KALAMAZIODO

LOAVES
FISHES

UNLIMITED

SPRING BREAK ADVENTURES AWAIT!

100+ Aircraft & Spacecrafi Need Help

Indoor Amusement Rides with Groceries?
Full-Motion Flight Simulators

\ World-Renowned Restoration Center
Hands-0n Exhibits

‘.
<
p
v Pick-up and Home Delivery Available

Both Fresh and Non-Perishable Items

SPRING INTO & MO ~ ¢ A No Income Verification or IDs Required
ADVENTURE! N

Explore exciting events
for the whole family ot
airzoo.org/events

6151 Portage Rd. | Open 7 days a week "Al R ZOO

I—“-ﬂ ospace & Science Experienc
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SUMMER CAMP 2025

Picking a Camp: Start Early and Ask Questions

Soon that last school bell will ring and kids will be
ready for summer. For parents and caregivers, how-
ever, the thought of summer’s arrival can be stressful
as they try to figure out the best ways to keep their
kids active and engaged during the summer break.

One of the best ways to keep your kids from going
stir-crazy (and making you crazy) is to sign them up
for various camps throughout the summer. But with
so many options and types of camps from residential
to day camps, science to arts, academic to adventure,
choosing the best camp for your child means start-
ing early and asking the right questions.

1. Start now. Camps fill up quickly. April is the peak
time for parents to sign their kids up for summer
camps, so don't put off too long making your de-
cisions. Also, some camps require health appraisal
forms or deposits to secure a spot, so you need to
plan ahead to ensure that you have taken the steps
needed to reserve your child’s spot in a camp.

2. Decide on the type of camp. Do you want your
child’'s camp experience be to learn new skills, de-
velop self-confidence, increase their athletic ability
or provide adventurous, age-appropriate activities?
As you narrow down the types of camps, be sure

to include your child when finalizing the selection.
Some children, just like adults, appreciate being
made aware of or involved in the decisions that af-
fect them.

3. Get recommendations. Ask other parents and
caregivers for recommendations of summer camps
that match your child’s interests. You can often learn
about the physical environment and the camp’s daily
operations, including things like noise level, type of
food served, and staff diversity, that could affect the
quality of your child’s camp experiences. It doesn’t
hurt to ask former campers about their experiences
as well, and to share what you learn with your child.

4. Make a budget and stick to it. Summer camps can
be expensive, so decide early how much you will set
aside for your child's camp experiences. Make sure
to find out if the camps you'd like them to attend
offer scholarships or other financial aid, because
many do. Don't let a camp's price tag keep you from
considering it for your child; you might be surprised
at the financial help that is available.

(Continued on page 12)
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Van Buren Youth Camp = “"’

Celebrating 75 years of Camp! WAY
2025 0vermght_Theme Camps at Yonder Wag

Plus classic overmght campbptaons at Main Camp'

«ﬁil«h -, VBYC.orqg to learn more
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9-13 years R 1-18 years




(Continued from page 10)

5. Do your homework. As you narrow down differ-
ent camps for your kids, make a list of any concerns
and questions you may have for each camp. Camps’
websites are a great place to learn about rules, pro-
cedures and special considerations for campers, in-
cluding what to bring and what to leave at home.
If you still have questions after reviewing the infor-
mation, reach out to the camps. Camp directors will
gladly talk to you and tell you how they can address
your concerns. H

BRUIN
YOUTH
SUMMER
AMPS -

FOR dGES 5-1¢
MORE THaN 70 G

Am&uﬁ
- CPR, FIRST AIl DOLLARS &

gAFE gITI-ER S E N S E CAM P + Building a financial plan

« SPORTS Bl FOR MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOLERS [N
° gTEM : AUGUST 4 - 8, 2025 investing

ere are some questions to consider:

What Rind of support is available for campers
with special health care needs?

What is the refund policy if my child becomes
sick and can’t attend camp?

‘ i "" - What medical facilities are on-site or nearby? «  What are the camp’s relationships and statistics
| with staff and campers?

What is the camp’s approach to discipline and
how does it handle conflict between campers? *  What does the ratio of counselors to campers
look like and how old are the counselors?

©

LEARN ABOUT:

* Career pathways
* Planning for college or a

* Cryptocurrencies &
blockchain technologies

PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE &
“EaTRE ...2"” MURE_, LEARN HOW TO MANAGE MONEY Taught by private sector & WMU

Haworth College of Business
Department of Finance &
Commercial Law experts

! oust cISCO
. {  g——
1 = = TO REGISTER:

SIGN UP TODAY! SCAN THIS QR CODE
kellogg.edu/youth " - -

letlie 3830 #0.
-

; 3 : — OR VISIT
m e i = ' 3 _ \ wmich.edu/financialplanning/mission
IAKELLOGG - \ % 3

: L ; - -- WESTERN
COMMUNITY COLLEGE = - b | MICHIGAN

UNIVERSITY .

&

m Excelsior - SUMMER CAMP 2025



Registration
open
April 2025

2025 SUMMER
DANCE CAMPS

Visit our
website for
more
information!

ELLSPR”J f wellspringdance.org/

DAMCE ACADEMY
= summer

SOARTHIS ¢{
'SUMMER!

STEAM qurnmg for uII ages. :

REGISTER TODAY!

" . airzoo.org/camps

o A A g g A T A o e A AT
S e L = S

6151 Portage Rd. | 269.382.6555

"AIR*ZOO’

Aerospace & Science Experlence—|




HEW GEMESIS INC.

E

SUCCESS ACADEMY
SUMMER

Weakly Cost

$125 ‘!:\

ALCEpl DHHS

o w
Encouraging. Camp Includes: Special Features:
i + Breakfast & Lunch certified and Exporicnced Staff

Empowering, And ¢ Afts's Crafts Before and After Care

= A - « Academic & Di er Available {additional cost)

Equipping Our Children pf:jaﬁ'c LR Early Bird Registration
And Families el arres Discounts (Inguire)
Today For A Better + Water Fun Days
+ Talent Show
T

Tomorrow! i e

Location: 1225 W. Paterson, Kalamazoo MI 43007

Reglstration: wenw.newgenesisine.org Info:269.343. 7023
Limited Scholarship Available

$250ff
Cod

Come to our

I
CAMP

and choose
your adventure!

("\?

‘ e

r l amperships
You don’t have ' ComeeniP

to be a Girl Scout ko
to come to camp!
REGISTER/APPLY TODAY

9';;¢=r‘t>gfcsmichigan WWW.CAMPKIDWELL. uns‘
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JOIN US

'l FOR SUMMER CAMPS & CLASSES!
Camps & Classes offered for Ages 3-17

Eagy Online
registration process!

7

Summer Fun at Branch Gymnagtics!

? Gymnastice (Battle Creek & Kalamazoo)

9 Dance (Kalamazoo)

Join us Mondays through Thursdays for action-
packed days full of movement, creativity, and skill-
building fun! Whether flipping, twirling, or leaping,
your child will gain confidence and have a blast.

Follow ug on Facebook & Inetagram
for regictration announcements! +{J

www.branchgymnastics.com 269-544-3000 Battle Creek & Kalamazoo

KYD Network supports over 50 local afterschool and summer programs

‘ | ‘ n e t w o r k with coaching, training, resource-sharing, advocacy, and more.

\oquality SUMMEr progp,,
\—\\9\: qutlca‘ to th"lVlng you t 'm

.\ providing healthy
meals

filling in learning
9aps

opening up new /4
experiences [
Gromoting literacy Q
building social and ¢
emotional skills

Cnurturmg creativity ( ’Z
-Q‘

HERMAN LAKE YMCA

highzquality/summer;
programsinearlyous

S W oinlusiforithe]National|Day/of!
S¥Summenrdlfearningfontulyf17thy

Helplusimakeitheselcritical
programsiavailableitoyALLSyouth?

https://linktr.ee/kyd_network

) Reglster today'
WWW.SHERMANLAKEYMCA.ORG
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Call for Info
ule a tour

A e B )
CHRIST-CENTERED
YOUTH CAMPS
AGES 7-17
BIG RAPIDS, Mi

SUMMER CAMP 2025

Summer camp offers kids the chance to learn a
variety of different skills that may have been missing
from their day-to-day experiences. According to the
American Camp Association, summer camp experi-
ences help students develop social skills and self-re-
spect, build character and learn about caring and
being a good citizen. In addition, attending a camp
can have these benefits:

1. Socializing and Friendship Building

Whether it's a day camp or overnight camp, sum-
mer camp provides a great opportunity for kids to
socialize and meet new people, especially other kids
who share the same interests. A summer camp pro-
gram provides a safe environment for children to de-
velop social skills and decision-making skills. Kids de-
velop important life skills through socializing — such
as sharing, setting boundaries, and problem-solving
— and learn how to develop strong, healthy relation-
ships by interacting with their peers.

2. Less Sitting and More Exercise

Our kids spend a lot of time sitting at school and
during screen time and are more sedentary than
ever. Sedentary lifestyles increase the risk of health
issues including cardiovascular diseases, diabetes,
and obesity. A summer camp is a great solution to
get kids moving again. Many programs take place out-
doors and include physical activities such as hiking,
archery, horseback riding, swimming, rock climbing,
dance and team sports.

3. Personal Growth and Exploration

Summer camps are an opportunity for kids to ex-
plore their interests and learn new things. For exam-
ple, local science-focused camps can teach kids about
chemistry, robotics or aeronautics, while other camps
focus on such things as the arts, cooking and nature.
While they are having fun and exploring new inter-
ests, kids are also being educated and challenged.
Studies have shown that 70 percent of parents report
that their child gained self-confidence while at camp.

Benefits of Camp Can Be Lifelong

4. Positive Role Models

Through their camp counselors and directors,
children will have opportunities to interact with
positive adult role models. Many camp counselors
are younger adults who work or volunteer over their
summer breaks from school and whom kids see as
“cool” and more relatable than their parents. Be-
cause these young adults often share their personal
experiences as well as interests with campers, they
can provide your child a glimpse into what their fu-
ture could be like.

5. Becoming More Independent

Going to camp gives kids an opportunity to
become more independent. Whether for a day, week,
or entire summer, separation from parents and care-
givers allows children to learn to rely on themselves
and other trusted adults and peers. Separation from
parents allows children ability to think independent-
ly, which builds self-esteem. ®
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ADVENTURE STARTS HERE!
KNC SUMMER CAMP

da 12
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to see camp themes and
REGISTER TODAY!

Early bird registration through April 15.

Pmﬂicul aid is available.
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HEALTHY
KIDS DAY

Kick off a summer of FUN

Join the YMCA of Greater Kalamazoo on Sat., April
26, for an afternoon of sports, games, and FREE fun
for the whole family! Swimming, pickleball, snacks,
face painting, basketball, STEAM activities, and so
much more will be available to enjoy. Goodie bags will

be available to the first 150 children who enter! G | L ”! 0 RE

THE

- EDUCATION
April 26,12-3pm )
Maple YMCA thegilmore.org
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GET IN THE SWING
WITH GOLF!

Kalamazoo Junior Golf Association provides
affordable, quality golf experiences
for kids of all ages

e

KJIGA ff.l. 1 Ofirsttee

st richigon

Kavamazoa Junor b
Gorr AssoQation

LEARN TO GOLF

Instructional session meets

2025 ATYP SUMMER CAMPS | | Tuesday mornings at

Red Arrow Golf Course.
For bright kids who are eager to learn:

+1/2 day camps

One & Two Week STEM experiences . cnl:lput-rl. math, science, T,
for students in 1* grade - High School writing, theater, and more %

PLAY GOLF!

Play in some of our 32 events at i

&

" g c ilabl . +$150/camp g A :;. 20 different area golf courses.
SHEICHY ST TEE MRS ) + dates in June and July 5 £ Age groups include 12 & Under,
Register Early- Financial Aid available + no eligibility requirements N 13-15 and 16-18. a1,
«on WMU's Kalamazeoe campus —ye

Visit the website for mere information: Register online or Qet more info at
wmich.edu/precollege/atyp/summer- www.kalamazoojuniorgolf.org

Proere (269) 447-1484

\ SUMMER DAY CAMP

P SSTTTon P - Calling All Young Explorers!
ARE YOU LOCOKING T : Step into nature and get up close
: T A RN LY with amazing animals in an

FOR SQME WILD TR S : immersive camp learning experience.
SUMMER FUN? R Rt Y Students entering grades 1-7, your

A el — adventure starts here!

' ZOO OVERNIGHTS

+" Experience the zoo...after dark!
=" |t's time for a sleepover like no other.
Zoo Overnights offer educational fun

for all ages and abilities. Experience a
night under the stars at the zoo while
making unforgettable memories.

Start Your Adventure Today!
BINDERPARKZOO.ORG/LEARN
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SUMMER CAMP 2025

No-cost, low-cost options for summer fun

Looking for a little more fun this summer for your
family and children? Here's a list of places no-cost
and low-cost alternatives:

KYD Network Summer Program Finder

A great place to start your search for summer pro-
grams is through KYD Network (Kalamazoo Youth De-
velopment Network). KYD Network works to ensure
that youth in Kalamazoo and Calhoun counties have
access to high-quality out-of-school-time programs
year-round. You can use the online summer program
finder tool to filter programs by neighborhood, grade
level, cost, focus area and more to find one that's right
for you. Check it out at www.kydnet.org.

Camp Kzoo

The City of Kalamazoo’s Parks and Recreation de-
partment offers a variety of programs for Kalamazoo's
youth. Plans for this summer’s activities will be avail-
able on its website at kzooparks.org/programs. Finan-
cial assistance is available from Kalamazoo Friends
of Recreation to help ensure that these programs are
available to, and affordable by, everyone. For more in-
formation, visit the Kalamazoo Friends of Recreation
website at friendsofrec.org.

All Things Possible is a free program offering ca-
reer and college exploration for KPS students entering
high school. Held 9 a.m~4 p.m. Monday-Friday, there
will be two 4-week sessions this summer: June 11-July
5 and July 8-Aug. 2. Daily events will include learning
work skills and life skills, recreational activities, tal-
ent development and career/educational exploration.
For information or to register visit kzooparks.org/Pro-
grams/All-Things-Possible.

Outdoor concerts

Another great outdoor activity is offered by the
Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo's Summertime Live
concert series. Free concerts are held throughout the
community including in Portage, Parchment, Oshtemo
Township, and downtown Kalamazoo. The schedule
was still being finalized at press time, but to find out
who is playing where and when visit kalamazooarts.
org.

Join a Reading Program

Kalamazoo Public Library offers a robust read-
ing program for kids with benchmarks and priz-
es. All that's needed to participate is a library card
(which most KPS students got in first grade!). Vis-
it kpl.gov or check with your local library branch
for the details of this summer’s reading program.

Take a Rewarding Hike

The Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy is
challenging kids to Hike Our Preserves (HOP) this
summer. Registration is $7 per person and includes
a free hiking stick (while quantities last), a medallion
for each HOP preserve you visit, and a prize from
Jr. Rangerland Educational Publishing for the first
25 hikers to visit all 10 preserves. Preserves feature
many different types of landscapes from wetlands
and forests to fens and beaches. For more infor-
mation visit swmlc.org/hop or call (269) 324-1600. ®

Full and half day options
kiarts.org/schedule
Scholarships available

EIRK HEWHMAH
ART SCHOOL t
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2025 KALAMAZOO VALLEY YOUTH

S8 SUMMER CAMPS

NN

Looking for some summer fun? Explore Kalamazoo Valley’s wide variety of youth summer camps.
From athletics to hands-on learning, there’s plenty at Kalamazoo Valley to keep kids busy all summer long!

For more than 30 years, Kalamazoo Valley Community
College has offered summer sports camps for area
students. In Summer 2025, we will offer boys and girls
basketball, volleyball, softball and baseball camps at the
college’s Texas Township Campus. Registration is now
open. To register, visit athletics.kvcc.edu/camps.

VOLLEYBALL CAMP
JULY7-1019AM.-4P.M.

GIRLS ENTERING GRADES K -319-10:15 A.M.
CAMP FEE: $60

GIRLS ENTERING GRADES 4-69-11AM.
GIRLS ENTERING GRADES 7 - 8 | NOON - 2 P.M.
GIRLS ENTERING GRADES 9-12|2-4P.M.
CAMP FEE: $90

Registration closes on June 30.

Equipment needed: gym shoes, socks, shorts, knee pads,
jersey or T-shirt and a labeled water bottle.

GIRLS BASKETBALL CAMP

JULY 14-1719A.M.-4P.M.

GIRLS ENTERING GRADES 6 - 8| 9 A.M. - NOON
GIRLS ENTERING GRADES 9-1211P.M.-4P.M.
CAMP FEE: $120

Registration closes July 7.

Equipment needed: gym shoes, socks, shorts, jersey or
T-shirt and a labeled water bottle.

BOYS BASKETBALL CAMP
JULY21-24|9AM.-4P.M.

BOYS ENTERING GRADES 6 - 8 | 9 A.M. - NOON
BOYS ENTERING GRADES 9-12|1-4P.M.

CAMP FEE: $120

Registration closes July 14.

Equipment needed: gym shoes, socks, shorts, jersey or
T-shirt and a labeled water bottle.

SOFTBALL CAMP

JULY28-31|9AM.-4P.M.

GIRLS ENTERING GRADES 6 - 8 | 9 A.M. - NOON
GIRLS ENTERING GRADES 9-12|1-4P.M.

CAMP FEE: $120

Registration closes July 21.

Equipment needed: a softball glove, bat, helmet, cleats
and a labeled water bottle.

BASEBALL CAMP

AUG. 4

BOYS ENTERING GRADES 9 - 12

POSITIONAL PLAYERS: 9 AM. - 4 P.M. OR
PITCHERS: 11 A.M. - 4P.M,

CAMP FEE: $65 (PLEASE REGISTER FOR ONLY ONE)
Registration closes July 28.

Equipment needed: glove, bat, practice gear, cleats,
shorts, T-shirt and a labeled water bottle.

All camps are held at the Texas Township Campus.
A limited number of scholarships are available.
Contact Athletic Director Russ Panico at
rpanico@kvcc.edu or 269.488.4393.

Cancellation Policy: Campers may cancel or request a
refund (less a $15 administrative fee) up to seven days
before their camp begins. No refunds will be given after
this deadline.

EXPLORE YOUR FUTURE
June9-1218:30A.M.-3P.M.|$175
July7-108:30 A.M.-3P.M.|$175

July 14-17]8:30 A.M.-3P.M.|$175

ANNA WHITTEN HALL

ROOM 128 | GRADES 6 - 8

Join us for this career camp as campers explore the
possibilities that are available to them through the Early/
Middle College program in high school and beyond.
Campers will experience math, science, animation,
machining/manufacturing, horticulture, culinary arts,
community and team building. Students are provided
a light breakfast, lunch, snacks and Kalamazoo Valley
swag. They will explore all four of our campus locations.
Transportation is provided to the Texas Township and
Groves campuses during the week.

AND MORE INFORMATION

LEGO CREATION & STOP MOTION CAMP
JUNE16-1919 AM.-NOON | $150 | GRADES 3 -5
June 23-26|9 A.M.-NOON | $150 | GRADES 5 - 8
CENTER FOR NEW MEDIA | ROOM 020

LEGO! Camera! Action! Create your very own stop-action
movie. Campers will design, build and communicate
using Lego bricks. This camp offers participants the
opportunity to explore STEAM education and activities.

URBAN FARM EXPLORERS

JULY 21-248:30 A.M. - NOON | $125

FOOD INNOVATION CENTER | GRADES 6 - 8

See what it takes to grow, harvest and sample foods
grown in our five-acre urban garden. Students will have
the opportunity to explore our greenhouse, hoop houses
and outdoor growing spaces, create salsa (depending on
the seasonal availability of the produce), enjoy sampling
local fresh produce and create art using botanicals.

SPECIAL SUMMER MUSEUM ACTIVITIES
THURSDAY, JUNE 19 & JUNE 26

THURSDAY, JULY 3, JULY 10 & JULY 24
1-3P.M. | KALAMAZOO VALLEY MUSEUM

A great activity for children with their adults. This
summer, embark on a whimsical journey with
Shaun the Sheep and Wallace & Gromit at the
Kalamazoo Valley Museum on Thursdays, June
19 through July 24. The museum’s summer break
“Inventive Adventures” program is packed with
fun, creativity and laughter, bringing the beloved
characters to life through engaging activities
and interactive exhibits. Each week focuses on a
different movie or short film, STEM activities, art
and more. The festivities tie in with the museum’s
upcoming traveling exhibit, “Wallace & Gromit and
Shaun the Sheep: Shear Genius!," on display from
May 17 through Aug. 31. FREE.

KalamazooVALLEY"

community college



THE CITY OF

If you're struggling to pay your
water bill, we can help.

The City of Kalamazoo is making critical investments in our water and wastewater systems.
These investments are funded by all of us through the rates we pay. Rates in Kalamazoo
remain low compared to other communities, but we understand that rising costs may
create hardships for some households. Financial and other aid options are listed below.

Payment plans and due date extensions are available. Call 311 or (269) 337-8000 for help.
The Community Action Agency of Southwest Michigan can help low-income households
pay overdue bills. Call 211 or 1-877-422-2726 for more information.

Consumers Energy offers a free home analysis that can help customers save money by
reducing energy and water consumption. Call 1-888-316-8014 for more information.

www.kalamazoocity.org/UtilityHelp

Si necesita ayuda para pagar su factura de agua o alcantarillado, hay ayuda
disponible. Para obtener informacién en es aiiol, el llame al 311 o al 269 337-8000.

City of Kalamazoo

4 ” 241 W South St
W Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Quality
education

Affordable
Welcoming

Close to home

Fall registration opens April 7

Classes start Sept. 3

www.kvcc.edu/register KalamazooVALLEY

community college
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KPS Virtual Students Meet for IRL Hands-On Learning

PS VIRTUAL sixth grade science students got

their hands dirty in real life, when teacher
Jodi Heaney held one of her popular hands-on lab
classes.

Heaney played mad scientist while the students
wrapped up a unit on the human body as a system.
Students explored how the nervous and musculo-
skeletal systems work together to keep the body
moving, thinking, and reacting to its environment.

Through microscopic investigations, they exam-
ined the intricate building blocks of life — cells and
tissues — using prepared slides to uncover the cel-
lular details of these essential subsystems.

Students got an up-close look at real animal or-
gans — handling a sheep brain to study its structure
and function and dissecting chicken legs to observe
how muscles, tendons, and bones work in harmony.
By comparing these animal specimens to the hu-
man brain and gastrocnemius muscle, they uncov-
ered fascinating similarities in anatomy and function
across species.

Heaney said she offers the hands-on learning
opportunities several times a year to her students
at all grade levels as a way to bring their learning to
life — helping them see, touch, and understand the
complexity of the human body in ways that digital
learning alone can’t provide. The in-person class-
es give the virtual students the chance to socialize
with their peers while experiencing enrichment ac-

Eric Christopher uses a magnifying glass to
examine a brain.

Excelsior -
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tivities to add to the curriculum, she said.
“Teaching a hands-on curriculum is very challeng-
ing to do in a virtual setting, so | offer these for kids
who learn best when they ‘do’ the activity,” Heaney
said. “I also selfishly do these activities because | do
miss the lab part of the in-person classroom. The
kids really enjoy it, so that is the main reason Some
of these labs are open to everyone, and others | offer
as a reward incentive for kids who are making good

=\

— = B 5
Teacher Jodi Heaney helps Chris Juarez dissect a
piece of chicken.

|

KPS Virtual science teacher Jodi Heaney, center, talks to students during an in-person class, in which sixth graders dissected
sheep brains. Clockwise from bottom left; Eric Christopher, Pyper Eichorn, Chris Juarez, and Alana Lofton.

progress on their mastery assessments.

The hands-on classes have included Halloween
chemistry, rock and fossil investigation, microor-
ganisms and cells, and chemical reactions. This
year, she plans to add a study of the Kalamazoo Riv-
er (testing for the presence of certain substances
and indicator species) and a STEM activity to create
a water filtration device.

o
fn =T

5 == ==
Pyper Eichorn studies a sheep brain with the

help of another student.




Virtual Science (continued from page 22)

Student feedback on the real-life experiences
tends to be positive, Heaney said. They think it's
“cool” and “fun,” and they also enjoy the interaction
with their peers in real life, she said. “There are a lot
of laughs, a lot of ‘WOAH!!" reactions, and it helps
them to understand what we are learning about in
class. Kids that come to these usually have a lot to
contribute to our live class sessions.”

KPS Virtual Principal Kimberly Kirshman said the
in-person classes are an example of the flexibility
virtual offers families seeking an alternative learn-
ing environment, while ensuring students can expe-
rience a rich learning environment.

KPS Virtual has about 190 students in grades 6
to 12. It is a supportive learning environment where
students connect with teachers and peers, while
benefiting from one-on-one and group interven-
tions. Teachers and mentors are available to help
families navigate the program.

To learn more about KPS Virtual go to
kpsvirtual.kalamazoopublicschools.com

Care you
—_—
can counton.

At Family Health Center, your health is our
mission. We believe everyone in our community
deserves access to quality, comprehensive,
patient-centered care delivered with dignity,
respect, and a welcoming spirit.

From routine check-ups to specialized treatments, we
offer a wide range of services under one roof—often
in a single visit. Our integrated care approach ensures
personalized service and complete care with less
hassle for you and your family.

Visit fhckzoo.com or call 269.349.2641 to
schedule an appointment today.

(, -) FAI\/IILYHEALTH
o center

EI‘#ﬁ_EI
o o) L

.o

117 W. Paterson St.

505 E. Alcott St.

1308 N. Burdick St.

Same-day scheduling offered at all locations.
Walk-ins available on a first-come, first-served basis.

CHECK FOR TICKS

Ticks are most active in Michigan

between the months of April to

September. However, they can be
active any time the temperature is

above 40 °

Feel for bumps and look for tiny

How to remove a tick

1 Use fine-tip tweezers to grasp the tick
as close to the skin as possible.

2 Pull upward with steady, even pressure.

brown spots, especially in these

areas: scalp, ears, underarms, belly
button, waist & back, behind
knees, & in between legs.

=ty

«. KALAMAZOO
COUNTY GOVERNMENT
Health & Community Services Department

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com -

Do not twist or jerk the tick.

3 After removal, clean the area with
alcohol or soap and water.

Excelsior
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KAMSC Visit Designed to Inspire El Sol Students to Explore Math, Science

L SOL Elementary School fifth graders recently visited

the Kalamazoo Area Math and Science Center —
their next door neighbor — for an indepth look at op-
portunities for advanced math and science learning.

The March visit included tours, a look at KAMSC re-
search projects, and hands-on science experiments
and math puzzles. While the visit was a chance to
learn about math and science — it was also an op-
portunity to learn another basic lesson — that this is
a program that they can start preparing for now.

“We want to get students thinking about what math
and science classes they can take when they're in
middle school so they can be ready to apply to KAMSC
when they're in eighth grade,” said Heather Kortlandt,
who became the director of KAMSC last summer.

It's a lesson that other people have been thinking
about as well.

KAMSC seniors Sophia Barnard and Eloise Dunfee
noticed earlier this year that they were the only two
seniors at the advanced math and science program
who were alums of El Sol Elementary School.

They found that curious given that El Sol and
KAMSC are basically neighbors in the Vine Neighbor-

3 bl
KAMSC and Loy Norrix senior Eloise Dunfee, second from right, conducts a science experiment with El Sol students,

clockwise from bottom left; Genevieve Cameron, Marshall Barrientos Molina, Yaritza Morales, and Jose Lopez-Armijo.

hood. Barnard, who is a senior at Kalamazoo Central,
and Dunfee, who is a senior at Loy Norrix, decided
they could do something about that.

The girls began visiting El Sol once a week to
share the good news about math, science and the

Does an Older Adult in Your Life Need Some Help?

Milestone is here for you, and for them!

Meals on Wheels

Home Repairs

Companionship

Call today
269-382-0515

Milestone Senior Services is a 501(c)3,
many clients qualify for grant-funded services.

/AN

* Home Accessibility Modifications
« Home Safety Assessmer_its

« MI Choice Waive

Personal Emergency Response System :

opportunities at KAMSC. So, once a week they would
go to the elementary school and visit with fifth
graders. They talked about KAMSC, conducted easy
science experiments with the kids, gave them math

(continued on page 25)

METRO

EMETROCOM « ([265) 337 - 8222

S
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TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS
FOR STUDENTS

+ Ride to & from School + 21 Bus Routes

« Extracurriular Activities + Metro Connect

+ KVCC/WMUVoTech Programs  + Travel Training

lb"!r'sfr us at Kmetro.com

far information on

} transportation options

to increase student access
to educational opportunities
* throughout the
community!

LeT's
Go MeTrol
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El Sol (continued from page 24)

about preparing for entrance exams and
planning middle school coursework to pre-
pare for advanced STEM programs.

Dunfee thought the El Sol visit was a
success. She was glad to introduce young-
er students to KAMSC. “I know | didn't know
about KAMSC when | was in fifth grade, even
though it's right across the street.

“I think just getting El Sol kids in the
building is important, so they can see
what it's like here. Sometimes the idea of
an advanced program can seem intimidat-
ing and makes people not want to do it.

puzzles and shared the message that “this
could be you” .
Barnard said she was inspired to start t‘
volunteering at El Sol after running into El
Sol staffer Israel Catarino, who always in-
spired her. “We realized that not many El
Sol students come to KAMSC. We wanted to
incorporate some more STEM into their day
and let them know what KAMSC means and
to let them know that all of them are wel-
come to apply and come to KAMSC”
Dunfee added, “El Sol is a cool program b1 x
and | really enjoyed it. It helped me to be JH%
there and | think it's going to help me a lot ¢ [ : 2 A Seeing it at a young age and doing the fun
in the future. | think it's important those . \" ¥ AN experiments gets them interested in math
kids know that no matter what background KAMSC and Kalamazoo Central senior Sophia Barnard explains to El Sol student and science. Hopefully it inspires them to
Carsten Mills how air pressure causes a can to implode. . .
they come from or where they come from, prepare and get on a fast track in middle
they have a lot of opportunities available to them in | science sessions, where students learned how to use | school to be able to participate in KAMSC and to

e

-

their community.” air pressure to crumple a can. imagine themselves here”
When Kortlandt and El Sol Principal Dr. Natalie Kortlandt will be doing more outreach to younger
Wilson began discussing the El Sol visit, Wilson told | students and their parents as she recruits for future For more information

her about Dunfee and Barnard’s mentoring work. | KAMSC classes. She planned to follow up the fifth go to kamsc.org
Kortlandt asked the girls if they would help lead the | grade visits with information sessions for parents

z J Sl § __"‘f : ‘ +
First Saturday L. '\
at the SLAM! Poetry Workshop
Kalamazoo Public Library [ERVVis B aic-P-NaacR®le)| s ]e) ez 1HAIZ=

Family lleein

Saturday, April 5| 11:30 am-1 pm | NACD April 8, 15,22 | 3—-4:30 pm | CEN/Teen Studio
Join us for First Saturday at the NACD (612 N. Park St.) Learn about poetry composition, how to read aloud to a
focusing on financial literacy for youth. group, and use confident expression through verse.

) Kalamazoo

Learn more at kpl.gov B Public Library

kpl.gov
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KPS Grads in Action

Alex Smith Living Life with a Unique Soundtrack

aspired to be a musician.

But he wasn't interested in rock star fame or
making it on the pop charts — he wanted to be an
opera singer.

Smith is hard at work on that goal, this season
serving as resident artist baritone with the Lyric Opera
of Kansas City in Missouri. He sang the roles of State-
ly String in “The Haberdasher” Prince and Fiorello in
“The Barber of Seville,” and will
sing Ping in “Turandot” and Cat
in the world premiere of “Maya
and the Magic Ring” by Lori
Laitman and Dana Gioia.

Smith grew up in Kalam-
azoo and attended Winchell
Elementary, Maple Street Mag-
net School for the Arts, and Loy
Norrix High School. He earned
his bachelor’'s of music in vo-
cal performance from the Oberlin Conservatory and
a master’s of music in voice from the Yale School of
Music in the spring of 2024.

Music is in his blood. His father Brad Smith played
oboe for the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, while
his mother Dr. Wendy Rose taught bassoon at West-
ern Michigan University.

“They started me on the cello when | was 3 years
old and from there | fell in love with it” Smith said.
“To this day, it is still my favorite instrument.”

He said his experiences with his middle school

F ROM THE TIME he was in high school, Alex Smith

Smith singing Benoit
in “La Boheme” at
Yale.

wmed.edu - Find
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Loy Norrix grad Alex Smith is currently the resident artist
baritone with the Lyric Opera of Kansas City.
choir and orchestra were great entry points into the
world of performing in larger ensembles, as was his
time with the Kalamazoo Junior Symphony Orchestra.

“The KJSO was definitely a pillar in helping me
gain the musicianship skills | needed in order to take
my music-making to the next level,” he said. “Looking
back, some of my best musical memories still come
from times when | was playing great music with great
friends in KJSO.

But, when he was in middle school, he began do-
ing shows at the Kalamazoo Civic Theatre and start-
ed taking voice lessons. Singing became his passion.

“I felt that singing was a new way for me to commu-
nicate story and feeling through music and | became
kind of obsessed with it. | continued taking lessons
through high school until eventually | decided that
it was what | wanted to do for school. That's when it
started to become more serious for me.”

Smith shared his journey to becoming a profes-
sional opera singer.

Q: Why opera?
A: In my eyes, | think opera is the culmination of all
(continued on page 27)

v

THE CLINICAL PRACTICE OF WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
HOMER STRYKER M.D. SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Schedule your child’s sports physical!
¢ $40.00 due at time of service.
¢ No insurance will be hilled.

e Physical form should be completed and signed by parent prior to appointment.

g Please call 269.337.4600 for an appointment
us on Facebhook @WMedHealth
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Alex Smith (continued from page 26)

the performing arts. It's just so grand and elaborate,
from the sets to the orchestration, and that really drew
me to it. The fact that so many people can come to-
gether to make something like that is incredible and in

which is just not true! | truly believe that the stories
told through opera are ultimately human stories and
can be relatable to anyone who is watching.

interested in careers in the performing arts?
A: Do what you love and work hard at it. | know
that's super cliche but it really is true! There are a lot

Q: What advice do you have for other students of ups and downs but in the end you have to love the

the end | think it's that collaboration that really excites
me the most.

Q. You have your master’s degree. Is that necessary
to succeed in the world of opera?

A: | would say that for the vast majority, it is nec-
essary to get a graduate degree in voice in order to
pursue a performing career in opera. It also provides
more experience in terms of teaching since most
graduate institutions have a teaching program of
some kind where you can give secondary lessons to
undergrad students who are interested in music but
don't necessarily want to do it for their main studies.

In terms of influential teachers, | would have to
mention my private teachers Lorraine Manz at Ober-
lin Conservatory and Adriana Zabala at the Yale
School of Music. They have been so formative in my
development as an artist and as a person, | am so
grateful for the guidance they have given me.

Q: How does one grow a career in opera?

A: Growing a career in opera can really differ from
one person to the next depending on what style of
music they want to perform as well as what their
voice type might be (soprano, mezzo, tenor, bari-
tone). No matter what, creativity is definitely key in
finding opportunities and putting yourself out there.
Lots of auditions, lots of lessons and coachings, but
it all feels very rewarding and exciting.

Q: What things have you done outside of school to
build your resume?

A: | have worked at a few different opera compa-
nies including The Glimmerglass Festival in upstate
New York. | am currently working as a resident artist
at the Lyric Opera of Kansas City. Basically, compa-
nies have programs that are aimed towards young
singers that are just starting their career and give
them opportunities to get on stage and gain more
experience. It also gives more exposure and allows
one to be heard by different managers and agents.

Q: What kind of career are you hoping for?

A: | would love to have a career, whether it be teach-
ing or performing, where | can inspire others and intro-
duce people to the operatic art form. There is such a
stigma that opera has to be high brow or sophisticated

journey and enjoy it all.

ACS Pproject SEeD

Chemistry for Life"

Project SEED

Project SEED is a summer fellowship
program for high school students. Stu-
dents spend 8-10 weeks in a lab
working on a project with a mentor
and additional lab members.

BENEFITS:

« Paid fellowship ($4000)

* Hands-on or virtual research experi-
ence in a lab

* Great addition for your resume and
college application \

= Scholarship opportunities for college
($5,000 - $20,000 in scholarships over

1-4 years)

* Interest in chemistry/science
* Qualify as low-income based on the program criteria
(refer to our website for more information)

Early February

T e
» Successfully completed at least one course of . 1;:: St ﬂ:
high school chemistry e e
o
D] R :
APPLICATION OP R
, el

Website: For more info on program dates, eligibility
criteria, and to apply visit www.acs.org/projectseed
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE AV, ﬁlas”‘ae""i’ﬁﬂ

Vs el 7lIN[eRaviS\amg APRIL4 &5
FOODWAYS SYMPOSIUM: FRESHWATER FOODWAYS D Gl=l1 NOW - AUG. 31 | FREE

Friday, April 4 | Kalamazoo Valley Museum
6 - 7 p.m. Community Seed Share | Free seeds will be provided by area COLORFUL COLLECTIONS
seed libraries and the Kalamazoo Seed Collaborative. Delve into the color spectrum like never before as you

7 - 8 p.m. Keynote Address | Manidoo Ogjititgann —— k 2025 enjoy some of the brightest and boldest artifacts from

(The Spirit Garden), presented by Roger LaBine and the Kalamazoo Valley Museum’s permanent collection.
Cortney Collia. FOODWAYS Y P

Saturday, April 5 | Culinary and Allied Health Building,
418 E. Walnut St.
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. A day of culinary exploration, presentations, a plant walk, S4EII NOW - APRIL 27 | FREE

youth activities, a community organization showcase, tours of the buildings, ]
and a brewery open house. Lunch, featuring wild rice and other foods of the RAY HARRYHAUSEN: MINIATURE MODELS

symposium

water, may be purchased at the Havirmill Cafe. All are welcome! OF THE SILVER SCREEN
Over 100 original and magical artifacts from the collection
FREE EVENT APRIL1-5]| FREE of animation filmmaker Ray Harryhausen are on display,
. showecasing his extensive career and the importance of his
SPRING BREAK: FANTASTIC CREATURES & HOW TO MAKE THEM contribution to the art of stop-motion animation.
Spend the week learning how to create fantastic « Film screenings: Enjoy stop-motion animation films by
creatures through a variety of hands-on activities. All Ray Harryhausen at 1 p.m. March 30, April 6 and April 13! Visit the
experiences tie in with the special Ray Harryhausen museum's website for the titles.
exhibit on the museum’s third floor. « Lecture: Hear the Scotland-based exhibit's curator at 1 p.m. April 27!
Visit kalamazoomuseum.org for times and more details. The Ray & Diana Harryhausen Foundation (Charity No SCO01419)
SNAHVSINE N SATURDAY, APRIL12 |5 - 8 PM. PLANETARIUM EXPERIENCE | APRIL SHOWS | $3 PER PERSON
STATEWIDE ASTRONOMY NIGHT Visit kalamazoomuseum.org for details. Note: No daytime shows April 12.
Space science activities and special free planetarium shows for all ages. We Are Guardians| 11 a.m. Sat. | 25 min. | Grades K & up

Learn about the impact of human activities on climate change and the delicate

A=Y= A8 SATURDAY, APRIL 26 | 11AM., 1PM., 2 PM. & 3 M, Palance of our planet's environment.
EARTH DAY RAIN GARDEN TOURS : Habitat Earth | 1 p.m. Sun. | 25 min. | Grades 4 & up

. . . . Explore the living networks and environmental connections that exist on our
These famﬂy—fnengl[y tlou.rs w'l.l last abqut 201025 mmgtes. i planet, and discover what it means to live in a connected world.
Each tour will provide insights into the importance of rain

gardens and how simple landscaping changes can have a The Sky Above Us | 2 p.m. Sat. & Sun. | 35 min. | Grades 4 & up
significant positive impact on the environment. Learn about some of the “celestial wonders” that can be seen overhead in

Michigan in this live, season-focused program.
2GIEQP NOW - AUG. 31| FREE SPRING BREAK PLANETARIUM SHOWS | APRIL 1 - 4 | $3 PER PERSON

THE ART OF ADVERTISING Mythic Skies | 11a.m. & 2 p.m. | 30 min. | Grades 2 & up
T b« Featuring artifacts from local businesses from the Journey through the stars and explore mythic creatures, gods and heroes
AP permanent collection of the Kalamazoo Valley reflected in the constellations.

r—%‘———i—\:'—ﬂ Museum, “The Art of Advertising" offers up an eclectic
“ Il mix of advertising paraphernalia from bygone eras.
h ADVERTISING '

HOURS: Tuesday - Saturday | 10 am.-4 p.m.  Sunday | Noon - 4 p.m.

FREE GENERAL ADMISSION .
SPECIAL NOTICE: The museum will be closed April 20 M KalamazooVALLEY

useumeas

Note: Some areas of the museum may be closed due to exhibit changes, staffing
needs, special programs or collections care. We thank you for your patience.

230 N. Rose St., Kalamazoo
kalamazoomuseum.org | 269.373.7990

The Kalamazoo Valley Museum is operated by Kalamazoo Valley
Community College and is governed by its Board of Trustees.
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