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School History
Investigations

Highlights
● Partnership w/ AADL Archives

● Cohort of 15 Educators Across 
Levels and Schools

● Focus on Disciplinary History

● Development of Curriculum 
Inquiry Templates

● Showcase the A2 Bicentennial 
with Local, Place-Based History 2



Abbott Allen

Angell
3

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/frtodt61gyl9rfh3zdxe/A2_STEAM_--_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/frtodt61gyl9rfh3zdxe/A2_STEAM_--_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/ku19rjqclheasrefsxym/Allen_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/ku19rjqclheasrefsxym/Allen_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/hxnwe4fx2nigfyvocs05/Angell_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/hxnwe4fx2nigfyvocs05/Angell_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


A2 Open @ Mack A2STEAM 
@ 
Northside

Bach

K-4

5-8

4

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/gzjkqhkq9n6lnvueydbf/Ann_Arbor_Open_at_Mack_--_K-4_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/gzjkqhkq9n6lnvueydbf/Ann_Arbor_Open_at_Mack_--_K-4_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/frtodt61gyl9rfh3zdxe/A2_STEAM_--_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/frtodt61gyl9rfh3zdxe/A2_STEAM_--_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/kru3e8evbdr7sxyzu05p/Bach_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/kru3e8evbdr7sxyzu05p/Bach_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/xl8unwrnbprft3llxsqg/Ann_Arbor_Open_at_Mack_--_Grades_5-8_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/xl8unwrnbprft3llxsqg/Ann_Arbor_Open_at_Mack_--_Grades_5-8_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


Bryant Burns Park

Carpenter
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https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/i1gynwclkaducukskjnl/Bryant_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/i1gynwclkaducukskjnl/Bryant_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/c7cmbklc5hs21javwnxp/Burns_Park_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/c7cmbklc5hs21javwnxp/Burns_Park_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/d0lvyt4tzjwrtgke0nqu/Carpenter_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/d0lvyt4tzjwrtgke0nqu/Carpenter_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


Dicken Eberwhite

Haisley
6

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346637/a2schoolsorg/pnbz5pjr2o0dtcc78r18/Dicken_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC_.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346637/a2schoolsorg/pnbz5pjr2o0dtcc78r18/Dicken_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC_.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346637/a2schoolsorg/rhnt1s1kqrnyrffm6phy/Eberwhite_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346637/a2schoolsorg/rhnt1s1kqrnyrffm6phy/Eberwhite_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/t5lhukbvilmzfvvqdkfd/Haisley_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/t5lhukbvilmzfvvqdkfd/Haisley_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


King

Lakewood

Lawton
7

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/rve7d2wrq5vmufdqksju/King_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/rve7d2wrq5vmufdqksju/King_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/uq4gnrnzgpmlwweroxro/Lakewood_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/uq4gnrnzgpmlwweroxro/Lakewood_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/o7bzc0yqqt1zuplbnnks/Lawton_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/o7bzc0yqqt1zuplbnnks/Lawton_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


Logan Mitchell

Pattengill
8

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/zk8idw265zbkaadqnp7e/Logan_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/zk8idw265zbkaadqnp7e/Logan_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/j6u7yuoecoh6ki431uig/Mitchell_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC_2.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/j6u7yuoecoh6ki431uig/Mitchell_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC_2.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346641/a2schoolsorg/ffy7r7evqjjgtbq9u6nt/Pattengill_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346641/a2schoolsorg/ffy7r7evqjjgtbq9u6nt/Pattengill_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


Pittsfield Thurston

Wines
9

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/zscgwiksfhu98qj7pkk0/Pittsfield_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/zscgwiksfhu98qj7pkk0/Pittsfield_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/nqniv3sedxfm4gqoybzo/Thurston_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/nqniv3sedxfm4gqoybzo/Thurston_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346637/a2schoolsorg/k1i7vxwftmqcx3yz2vsu/Wines_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346637/a2schoolsorg/k1i7vxwftmqcx3yz2vsu/Wines_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


Clague
6th

7th

8th

10

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/zk8idw265zbkaadqnp7e/Logan_Elementary_-_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/jmxxofs7cdattoq5yh4h/Clague_Middle_School_-_8th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346636/a2schoolsorg/genfrrdyvbk7vcklmdq3/Clague_Middle_School_-_7th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


Forsythe
6th

7th

8th
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https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346635/a2schoolsorg/ikvjnqqgf96lopj4lcp8/Forsythe_Middle_School_--_6th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/e5kjbhp1j2ucbwrylf5g/Forsythe_Middle_School_--_8th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346634/a2schoolsorg/akyfvieiqwjvdw7av6mm/Forsythe_Middle_School_--_7th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


Scarlett
6th

7th

8th

12

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/x5toqqew1yflagru0xne/Scarlett_Middle_School_--_6th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/juli67ialx2i0nrdnozw/Scarlett_Middle_School_--_8th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/lzygrqnknlbk3xyxpoze/Scarlett_Middle_School_--_7th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


Slauson
6th

7th

8th

13

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346639/a2schoolsorg/jz3wrhk52rrwoza5yytv/Slauson_Middle_School_--_6th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346639/a2schoolsorg/peghtvu25xjfmaaoehyy/Slauson_Middle_School_--__8th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346639/a2schoolsorg/vh2ccoiaatkgct1n4wsl/Slauson_Middle_School_--_7th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


Tappan
6th

7th

8th

14

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346637/a2schoolsorg/yakptbxqdtdzyhrkjc4w/Tappan_Middle_School_--_6th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346638/a2schoolsorg/neicgh7oakmgocetnujk/Tappan_Middle_School_--_8th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731346637/a2schoolsorg/leqmxwesx2jjl5bp0mum/Tappan_Middle_School_--_7th_Sources_PUBLIC.pdf


School History
Investigations
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Elementary & Middle Compelling Question:
How has our school changed and stayed the same?

a2schools.org/schoolhistory

http://a2schools.org/schoolhistory


School History
Investigations
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Examples of High School U.S. 
History Lessons & Units



School History
Investigations

17

Spurring Authentic, Real World, 
Local Projects and Inquiry



Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project
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Miigwetch



Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT and 
place-based learning 
travel for AAPS educators 
June 2024-April 2025 

EDUCATOR 
PRESENTATIONS at the 
Michigan Council for the 
Social Studies annual 
conference

BOOK PURCHASES of 
Native-authored and 
themed texts across all 
school libraries

CURRICULUM 
DEVELOPMENT for 
MS/HS about Michigan’s 
Native communities

INDIGENOUS ARTISTS 
SERIES this spring for the 
community’s engagement
Spring 2025

MULTICOUNTY 
SHOWCASE in August to 
highlight and share our 
work with educators

Funded by the Michigan Department of Education’s Section 99d Teaching Diverse Histories Grants

99d Project Overview

19



Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project

Professional Development &
Place-Based Learning

● Goals
○ Knowledge, Relationships, Resources

● Professional learning cohort from June 2024 through 
April 2025
○ Launch event with walking tour of Ann Arbor and 

Future Cache exhibit at UMMA
○ Professional development sessions with scholars 

and resources
○ Travel and place-based learning across MI

20



Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project

Professional Development &
Place-Based Learning

● Trips to learn from Native knowledge keepers:

○ Site of Holy Childhood of Jesus Boarding School
Harbor Springs, MI

○ Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture and Lifeways
Mount Pleasant, MI

○ River Raisin Battlefield National Park
Monroe, MI

21



Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project

Social Studies Curriculum Development

● Focus:
○ Centering Native Voices, Perspectives, and 

Narratives within our teaching of History, 
Geography, Government, and Law

● Courses w/ Units
○ Grade 3 and Grade 5 Social Studies
○ Middle School Social Studies Courses
○ HS U.S. History and Geography
○ US Government / AP US Gov and Pol
○ AP US History
○ Native American Studies
○ History of Racism and Resistance in the US 22



Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project

Educator Presentations
● Presentations at the 2025 

Michigan Council for the Social 
Studies Conference
○ Revisioning Curriculum to Center 

Michigan Indigenous Voices
○ Native Topics in Michigan History: 

Sources and Resources for Teaching
● We’ve submitted proposals for:

○ 2025 Wayne RESA Teaching Diverse 
Histories Summit (August)

○ 2025 National Council for the Social 
Studies Conference (December) 23



Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project

Indigenous Artists Series
● March 15

Educational Concert with Stacie 
Sheldon Chitwaadewegekwe & 
Asiginaak-Negamojig (Blackbird Singers)

● April 4 & 5 - Native Beadwork 
Workshops with Heron Hill Designs

● May 17 - Family Concert with Joe Reilly 
and the Community Gardeners ft. The All 
Nations Dancers

24

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Qu8ksRCTd0_g2Lo_dLSqz80ZeHll36oE/preview


Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project

District Books and Materials Purchases
● Professional development books suggested 

by Indigenous partners and teachers (left)
● $450,000 for district books / resources…

○ All preK-12 school libraries
○ MS/HS ELA reading groups
○ Social studies reference materials

● List being compiled by Indigenous partner, 
AAPS teachers, librarians, and district chairs

● Priority is to bolster representation of Native 
voices and narratives from within Michigan, 
the Great Lakes, and North America 25



Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project

Showcase Event
● August 20th Educator Summit for district 

librarians, secondary ELA teachers, 
secondary social studies teachers, invited 
guests, and Washtenaw/Wayne teachers

● Morning Keynote: Angeline Boulley (Sault 
Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians), 
author of The Firekeeper’s Daughter, 
Warrior Girl Unearthed, Sisters in the Wind

● Afternoon Sessions: Social studies 
resources and approaches for centering 
Michigan Indigenous perspectives

26



Michigan Indigenous Histories,
Cultures, and Governance Project

27

What We’ve Learned
● Relationships and partnerships are required and take 

time and energy to build and maintain.
● As teachers, “We are swimming in an ocean of 

information,” and there’s so much more to learn and do.
● Cohorts of educators with the appropriate structures can 

be true learning communities where lasting relationships 
support changes in our practice.

● The public and school communities are eager to learn 
and engage with Native topics. AAPS can help to provide 
such opportunities.


