ACT

What Juniors Need to Know




What is the ACT?

» Standardized test used for college

@ admissions in the US
T » Sections: English, Math, Reading,
C Science, and optional Writing
» Scored on a scale of 1-36
» Accepted by all US colleges and

universities

 How many of you have heard of the
ACT before today?




ACT Test Structure

English Math
* 75 Questions - 45 Minutes * 60 Questions - 60 Minutes
* Question is given in conjunction * Focus is on: Algebral and ||,
with a passage Arithmetic, Geometry,
* Focus Is on: Sentence Structure, Trigonometry
Grammar and Usage, Punctuation, » Calculators Permitted

Rhetorical Skills

Reading
. 40 Questions - 35 Minutes
. 4 types of passages
o Prose Fiction
o Social Sciences: Politics, history
o Humanities: Arts, culture
o Natural Science: biology, ecology

Science
* 40 Questions - 35 Minutes
* A basic understanding of the
scientific method will help you
* Read and understand charts and
graphs




* Graduation requirement In
the state of lllinois

» Shows colleges your
academic readiness

* Some colleges require
scores

* Scholarships may use ACT
scores

the ACT? » Some colleges use scores

for placement




How is it Scored?

Section Scores:

* Each of the four main sections (English, Math, Reading, and Science) is scored
separately. The raw score is based on the number of correct answers you get in each
section

« After your raw score is calculated (based on correct answers), it is converted to a
scaled score between 1and 36

Composite Scores:

* Your composite score is the average of the four section scores, so it can range from
1to 36

* For example, if you score 22 on English, 20 on Math, 24 on Reading, and 23 on
Science, the average of those scores = 22

Writing (Essay) Score:

» Scored separately on a scale of 2 to 12

© This score does not affect your composite score
© Some colleges may require it




Testing Information

 All junior students will take the ACT on April 16th, 2025.
S You do not need to sign up to participate
O Graduation REQUIREMENT in lllinois

O Score can be used for college admissions

» Students may take the ACT or SAT on other national test dates by
registering online
O There Is a fee for these additional tests - fee walvers are

available for eligible students

ACT Website - Register for upcoming tests here

SAT Website - Register for upcoming tests here

Colleges will accept either the ACT or SAT



https://www.act.org/content/act/en/register-for-the-act.html?utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=fy24q4-fy25q1-fall-national---paid-digital-k12-b2c&utm_content=dc_1725-internal-paid-120224-mr036600-&utm_term=register%20act&utm_campaign=Google%7CSearch%7CIntent%7CB2C%7CCPC%7CJune+ACT+2023%7C4/3/2023-5/19/2023%7CDesktop&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=5799955628&hsa_cam=21958694134&hsa_grp=173900513649&hsa_ad=723136136067&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-347939134704&hsa_kw=register%20act&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAqL28BhCrARIsACYJvkdc0LnldkVJJSfoXCaam89W_XMNmYF35kD0WfT_sF6YatbfbJGk2T8aAujLEALw_wcB
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration

ACT SAT

» 4 test sections » 2 test sections
© English, Math, Reading & © Reading & Math (optional writing)
Science (optional writing)  No Penalty for wrong answers
* No Penalty for wrong answers - Mostly multiple choice

* Includes Science section « Calculator and No Calculator Section

* All multiple choice - Longer reading passages

 Calculator throughout Math section

*Colleges View Tests Equally*




College Testing Policies

Test Required
School requires ACT or SAT standardized

test scores to be admitted

Test Optional

School does not require SAT or ACT scores
to be submitted

Test Flexible

Allow students to submit scores other than

ACT or SAT scores to support application
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Test Conditional

fal rteSt' o r School walves test requirement if you meet

certain criteria (minimum GPA, major)



https://fairtest.org

How to Prepare

» Get familiar with the ACT
» Use test-like practice

* Review explanations to practice questions

S Was | moving too quickly, need to review content, guessed
» Studying from the review
* Do more test like practice - focus on pacing

» Use free resources like ACT's online tools or Kahn Academy



Test Taking Strategies

Triage the

questions &

PasSsSages.




Free ACT Prep Resources

ACT

* A full-length practice test (including writing prompt)

* ACT Subject Practice Questions

* An overview of the ACT and what to expect on test day
» General test-taking strategies for test day

» Counselors can provide a paper copy of the Practice Test

Magoosh

* Free practice test - Scroll down in the blog, put in your
emall, and start the test

Princeton Review

* Free practice test

Kahn Academy
 Official SAT prep program

 Similar material covered on ACT



https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/free-act-test-prep.html
https://magoosh.com/act/act-practice-test/#online
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/free-act-practice-test?ceid=nav-hs#!practice
https://www.khanacademy.org/digital-sat

Contact Information

Emma Chaplinsky (A-G)
chaplinskye@epcusd40l.org - CLICK FOR APPOINTMENT

Francesca Leone (H-Per)

leonef@epcusd40l.org - CLICK FOR APPOINTMENT

Miriam Luna (Pes-2Z)

lJunami@epcusd40l.org - CLICK FOR APPOINTMENT

Paige Kozyra (College & Career)
kozyrap@epcusd40l.org - CLICK FOR APPOINTMENT



mailto:chaplinskye@epcusd401.org
https://appt.link/meet-with-emma-YLUxGk25/student-meeting-scheduling
http://epcusd401.org
https://appt.link/meet-with-ms-leone
mailto:lunami@epcusd401.org
https://appt.link/meet-with-miriam-nd9dTEHi
mailto:kozyrap@epcusd401.org
https://appt.link/meet-with-paige-kozyra-MFQKYc9J

