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Why give a formative assessment (VBA)?

• The purpose of a formative assessment is to 
monitor student learning throughout a learning 
process, providing ongoing feedback to both the 
teacher and student to identify strengths and 
weaknesses, allowing for adjustments to 
instruction and targeted improvement in learning.



Progress Monitoring (State)vs. VBA (District)

One Year of Learning

VBA01- Measures Q1 
benchmarks

VBA02- Measures Q1 & Q2 benchmarks

VBA03- Measures Q1, Q2 , and Q3 benchmarks

PM3 - Measures ALL benchmarks

PM2 - Measures ALL benchmarks

PM1 - Measures ALL benchmarks

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4



What data does the FLDOE provide for the PM?

The question number

The benchmark (standard)

If the student got the item correct (1) or incorrect (0)



What data does the FLDOE NOT provide for the PM?

What content in the benchmark is being tested?

Was the question an easy question or a difficult question?

What type (multiple choice, drop down) of question was asked?

How many “brain jumps” are needed to answer the question?



Why is it important to know the details?

ELA.4.R.1.1: Explain how setting, events, conflict, and 
character development contribute to the plot in a literary text.

Items may ask the student to use explicit and implicit details from the text 
to describe character traits, feelings, motivations, and/or responses to 
situations to demonstrate character development. Items should address 
how setting, events, conflict, and/or character development contribute 
significant meaning to the plot in a literary text



How can this benchmark be assessed?
• (Easier) Select an explanation …

• (Medium) Select multiple details …
• (Medium) Select an explanation and then select from the text explicit or 

implicit details …

• (Hard) Select from text embedded in the item evidence …
• (Hard) complete a table by matching statements …

• (Hardest) Select text directly from the passage



Why is this 
important?

Educators need to be able 
to tailor remediation and 
intervention to specific 
student needs.  



Multiple Choice - Easy (R.1.1)
Requires the student to select an explanation

• Difficulty (80% 
of students got 
this correct)

• Level 3 and 
above students 
got this item 
correct 96% of 
the time.



Multiple Details - Medium (R.1.1)
Requires the student to select 
more than one

• Difficulty : (55% of 
students got this correct)

• Level 3 and above 
students got this item 
correct 81% of the time.



How does Volusia 
County Schools 

utilize these data 
points to help 

students meet their 
goals?



This is a student right now at one of our elementary 
schools.

• Was a level 3 in 
third grade.

• Seeing a decrease 
in performance 
from VBA01 to 
VBA02

• PM (State) data 
constant



The state told 
us this student 
was “at or near 
the standard.”



But what if I told you THIS student incorrectly answered 
both previously discussed items wrong on the VBA?

And was 0/4 on VBA02 on R.1.1- (the benchmark we talked about earlier)

14



How can teacher 
teams identify 
these trends across 
groups of students?



Using our Student 
Data Dashboard, 
teachers can identify 
which students are 
struggling to grow 
and achieve on the 
State PM1 and PM2



Teachers can then cross reference the list of students 
struggling on the state test with performance on our VBAs.



Using this list of students, we can select these students in our 
“group builder” to see which benchmarks these students are 
struggling on.



Teachers now dive into the specific items tied to 
the benchmarks to see what is causing student 
misconceptions.



District Impact:

• Our district staff can 
view school level data to 
identify areas of 
concern. 

• We can provide 
resources to schools 
tailored to their specific 
needs. 



The Purpose of Our District Assessments

• The purpose of the VBAs is to monitor student learning 
throughout a learning process, providing ongoing 
feedback to both the teacher and student to identify 
strengths and weaknesses, allowing for adjustments to 
instruction and targeted improvement in learning.


