Mrs. Melissa Cashdollar, Principal
Mrs. Emily Sollenberger, Assistant Principal
Mr. Scott Schoenberger, Assistant Principal

Chambersburg Area Middle School South (717) 261-3385 (Office)
1151 E. McKinley St. (717) 261-3401 (Fax)
Chambersburg, PA 17201 www.casdonline.org

April 39, 2025

Dear Parents/Guardians:

Chambersburg Area Middle School South will administer the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA)
tests in April and May as outlined below:

+» English Language Arts: April 23, 24 and 25
+ Math: April 29 and 30
% Science (8" Grade Only): May 6 and 7

If you wish to review the test prior to its administration, please contact your child’s school at least two (2) weeks
prior to the administration of the test. As per the Pennsylvania Department of Education, no copies of the testing
materials may leave the school building. For more details, please see the FAQ sheet that accompanies this letter.

Student test results are used by administration and counselors to assist with the placement of students into academic
supports and interventions for the upcoming school year. Individual student test results will be sent to the school and

_ maintained as part of your child’s school records, and copies will also be sent home. The building results from the
assessment will be published by the state and used to compare Chambersburg Area Middle School South with other
schools across the state of Pennsylvania.

We cannot achieve our best results without your help and support. Please support your child on the PSSA tests by
encouraging him/her to get plenty of rest, eat a good breakfast, and arrive to school on time. School breakfast is also
available at no cost to all students. Please attempt to ensure your child is in attendance at school during the dates of
these tests to maintain the integrity of the assessment. Contact us as soon as possible if you are aware of conflicts
(trips, appointments, etc...) that must be scheduled during the testing period.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education mandates that students should not have cell phones or electronic devices
(including smart watches) in their possession while they are taking the assessments. We ask that students either
keep their cell phones at home or LOCK cell phones in their lockers during assessments. On testing days, we
will make announcements to remind students that they may not have their cell phones in their possession while in a
testing room. If students do have electronic devices/cell phones with them, we will collect them in the classrooms
and then pass them back out upon completion of that day’s assessment. Please see the back of this letter for more
details concerning electronic devices.

Thank you for your cooperation with this important academic event.

Ms. Melissa Cashdollar
Principal of CAMS South
PSSA School Assessment Coordinator 2025
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CODE OF CONDUCT FORTEST TAKERS

e Listen to, read, and foliow all J “thons given,
«  Ask questions if you do not un tand the directions.
* Read each question carefully, E:‘S*"iir&?(‘y multiple-choice itemns that ask for the "best answer” Also, be sure to

read any open-ended items carefully before responding.

*  Becare f it when marking your answers so that you do not skip spaces or fill in the wrong sections.

* Make sure to completely fill in the bubble for the answer(s) you select and erase ’”{}?Yii}‘e??w’ any answers
you change,

*  Keep your eyes on your own test,

= Iry to answer each test ifem.

*  Check that you have completed all the
submitting your final responses online

» Reportany suspected cheating |

test ftems in the test section before closing your test booklet o

sy

DO NOT ...

*  Have notes in your possession during the test,

¢ Have any unapproved electronic devices (cell phones, smartphones ,gnartwd h
during the test. Note, you may have approved ical

¢ Share a calculator with others.

*  Use the bubbles in the answer bookiet to
answers by making marks in multiple ft}%,sg;
you have chosen.

> Talk with others about questions on the test during or after the test. (Students should be assured that they
may discuss the testing process or issues of concern with their parents/quardians.)

*  Take notes about the test to share with others,

> an online test session unti éiw session is complete or until instructed to do so.

ncorrect answers or possibile correct
the bubble for the correct answer(s)
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» Language Arts are
scored §3y evaluato &m{j
;s“{;sf””g guideline. For short mw\f%f guestions, scores

we based on content only. Speliing and punctuation
are not included as part of the scoring process.
%%‘fxgg;omeg to text dependent Vas%aiyg's qwsi?m’"ﬁ are
scored based on both content and writing skill

What is assessed in English Language Arts?
The English Language Arts assessment addresses six
major reporting categories as well as two text types,
Students respond to standalone questions assessing
language. Additionally, students read a number of
passages from literature and informational genres
and respond to guestions about these passages that
indicate both wmp{emmsw and reading skills and

the studenis’ analysis interpretation of different
types of texts.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE MATHEMATICS
ASSESSMENT (grades 3 through 8)

How long does the assessment take?

The entire mathematics assessment takes
approximately two to three hours to complete. Your
school district will inform you about the assessment
schedule,

What does the assessment include?

Each student completes two sections of questions for
the mathematics assessment. §
same for all students, and some will consist of different
groups of guestions,

What types of questions are on the assessment?

Students respond to three types of questions: multiple-

choice, technology-enhanced, and open-ended. In

a multiple-cholice question, the correct answer is
chosen from the four presented options. Technology-
enhanced qguestions use interactive formats to allow
students to construct answers, Open-ended guestions
require students to compose their responses, Open-
ended questions generally require students to provide
detail in support of thelr answers {such as showing

or describing the steps performed to complete a
calculation),

How are written responses to open-ended items
scored?

The written responses for mathematics open-ended
itemns are scoved by evaluators trained in apolying

a mathematics-spedific scoring guideline. In
mathematics, scores are based on content on %y

Spelling and punciuation are not included as part of
the scoring process.
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What is assessed in Mathematic

The mathematics assessment addresses five major
reporting categories across four clusters. The reporting
categories assessad and the proportion of questions in
each reporting category M}sy by grade level. As

a part of the gssessment of Cluster A, Numbers and
Operations, students in grades 4 through 8 respond o
a set of guestions without a calculator, Constructed-
response items may reguire the students to show all of
their work {e.g., calculations, graphs, drawings) and/or
to explain in writing how they solved the problems.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCIENCE
ASSESSMENT (grades 5 and 8)

How long does the assessment take?

The entire science assessment takes approximately
one to two hours to complete. Your school district will
inform you about the assessment schedule,

What does the assessment include?

Students in grades 5 and 8 complete two sactions

of guestions for the science assessment, The science
assessment will consist of different groups of guestions
on different test forms.

What types of questions are on the assessment?

Students respond to three types of questions: multiple-
choice, echne*sgy -enhanced, and oper-ended. in a
multiple-cholce guestion, the correct answer is chosen
from the four presented options. Technology-enhanced
questions use interactive formats to allow students

to construct answers. Open-ended questions require
students to compose their responses. Grades 5 and §
may also include science scenarios.

&

What is a science scenario?

A science scenario contains text, graphics, charts, and/
or tables and uses these elements to describe the

results of a class project, an experiment, or other simil

research. Students use the information found in a
cience scenario to answer multiple-cholce auestions.
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How are writien responses to open-ended items
scored?

The written responses for sclence open-ended items
are scored by evaluators trained in applying a science-
specific scoring guideline, In sclence, scores are based
on content only. Spelling and punciuation are not
included as part of the scoring process.

What is assessed in science?

The science assessment addresses the four major
reporting categories: Technology and Engineering, Life
Sciences & Environmental Literacy and Sustainability,
Physical Sciences, and Earth and Space Sciences. The
proportion of items in each reporting category varies
by grade level
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