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Attrition
& 

Waitlist



 Where did they go?

Public 19
Assabet 6

Homeschool 1
Move in State 1

Move out of State 2



36 Students Have Withdrawn from AMSA

33 General Education Students
0 Students with IEP
3 Students with 504

Marlborough

20

Hudson

1
Clinton

4

Maynard Other

38



AMSA Lottery Results

A Quick Explanation of Net School Spending Cap– (NSS) cap
NSS is the minimum amount of money that a district must spend to comply with state law. 

Once a district reaches that level of spending they are not required to spend above that and Charter Public Schools are 
encouraged to skip over enrolling students from that district. 

Any siblings of current students are reimbursed by the state and not the sending town.



AMSA Lottery Results

GRADE 6 Incoming

Town Seats Offered
Marlborough 97
Maynard 5
Clinton 12
Hudson 18
Other 5

56 Siblings



AMSA Lottery Results

Grade 7
1 Sibling on the Waitlist

Grade 8
1 Sibling on the Waitlist



AMSA Lottery Results

Grade 9
3 Offers– 2 Maynard & 1 Marlborough (Both Siblings)

3 Siblings on the Waitlist



AMSA Lottery Results

Grade 6 Waitlist 237 

Grade 7 Waitlist 193

Grade 8 Waitlist 167 

Grade 9 Waitlist 179 



Tuition Primer
Tuition components short.mp4

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hwgHy0S5_B8xPIDXrHCWnDqgNLYLNNuz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hwgHy0S5_B8xPIDXrHCWnDqgNLYLNNuz/view?usp=drive_link
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Legislation
That May Impact Charter Education 

in MA



16

Monitor These Here

Legislation Related to Changes to Public Charter Schools

https://legiscan.com/


House: 521 
An Act relative to transparency and accountability in charter school finance

What H.521 Proposes:

● The bill removes out-of-district special education costs from the charter school tuition calculation.
● This change would result in a lower per-pupil tuition rate for students attending charter schools.

The Massachusetts Circuit Breaker program reimburses districts for a portion of high-cost special education 
expenses, but only after the costs exceed a certain threshold (typically four times the statewide foundation 
budget per pupil). This includes:

● Out-of-district special education tuition
● Other high-cost special education services

While this provides some financial relief, districts still pay the upfront cost of tuition and only receive partial 
reimbursement. 
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Would Fixing the Circuit Breaker Solve the Problem?

Instead of adjusting charter school tuition calculations, the state could:

● Increase Circuit Breaker funding 
● Change how and when districts are reimbursed

This solution would address the root cause of of the financial challenges facing public 
education

Rather, H 521 paints a                                             
on the back of Public Charter Education.
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         H 746:
An Act to ensure charter school transparency

           This Bill results from Mis-information about Public Charter Schools– 

     Misinformation Breeds Mistrust
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Senate: 402 
An Act updating the charter net school spending cap

What S.402  Proposes:

Reduction of Charter Tuition Cap:

● The bill proposes amending Section 89 of Chapter 71 of the General Laws by replacing the current figure "9" 
with "7" in line 186, effectively reducing the cap on charter school tuition payments to 7% of a district's net 
school spending. 

Grandfathering Existing Charter Students:

● To prevent disruption for students already attending charter schools, the bill includes a provision stating that no 
students enrolled in a charter school on or before August 1, 2024, shall be required to leave due to the district's 
charter tuition payments exceeding the new 7% cap. 

Elimination of Higher Cap for Certain Districts:

● The bill removes language that previously allowed certain qualifying districts to have a higher cap of 18% for 
charter tuition payments, standardizing the cap at 7% across all districts.

21



Implications

For Charter Schools:

● The lower cap could restrict the number of students able to enroll in charter schools, potentially impacting their 
funding and operations. 

For Students and Families:

● While current charter school students are protected from displacement, future students may have fewer options 
for charter school enrollment due to the stricter cap.
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