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The Great
Depression and
the New Deal
(1928-1941)

Introduction

Economic prosperity and cultural innovations in
the 1920s masked conditions that would soon
lead to economic collapse. Many people borrowed
too much on credit. Others over-speculated in

the stock market. Manufacturing ramped up,

but farms struggled. These economic factors

led to the Great Depression. How did the Great
Depression impact the nation and its citizens?
How did the government respond?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

Tell students to think about the Essential Question:

What should governments do? Some governments
have more influence over people’s daily lives and over
economic activity than others. Challenge student groups
to brainstorm a list of appropriate roles for the federal
government. What do they think government should do?

Project the Essential Question activity from the course or
share the following with students.

Recall What powers does the federal government have
over the economy today? (It can raise and collect taxes,
regulate interstate and international commerce, employ
people, and provide public services.)

Make Decisions In the event of economic catastrophe,
should the federal government intervene to help people
and businesses recover? Why or why not? Cite evidence
from the Constitution to support your answer. (For: The
government should intervene because it is responsible for
the welfare of the people. Against: Intervening would be
overstepping its powers.)

Connections to Culturally
Responsive Learning

5] GO ONLINE Use the online Connections to
Culturally Responsive Learning questions and activities
specific to this topic to help students look critically at the
lesson content through a culturally responsive lens. These
questions and activities support student voice, highlight
multiple perspectives on the content, and build critical
media literacy.

Topic 13 |

The Great Depression and

the New Deal

(1928-1941)

ESSENTIAL QUESTION What should governments do?

Analyze Visuals

Ask students to study the photograph titled
“Migrant Mother.” Explain that it shows
members of a family of migrant farmworkers
in California in the 1930s. Ask students to
contrast this image with their ideas about the
Roaring Twenties. (The Roaring Twenties were
about prosperity and economic growth. This
image shows a tired mother with dirty clothes.
It shows marked contrast to the prosperity
associated with the 1920s.)

Terms in Primary Sources
Note that some of the primary sources

quoted in this Topic use terminology that is
considered outdated or offensive today. The
words Negro and colored are used where
today we would say African American or Black
American. You may wish to point this out to
students and to explain that these terms were
not considered inappropriate at the time.

@ project

. GO ONLINE for immersive experiences designed to help

|m0g | ne you experience the struggles of Americans during the Great
Depression through rich primary sources. Also access the

eText, videos, Biographies, and other online resources.

Dorothea Lange's famous
photograph, “Migrant Mother"

2 NBC LEARN MY STORY
VIDEO

Project the My Story Video that introduces
students to photographer Dorothea Lange.

=) GO ONLINE My Story Video: Dorothea
Lange,A VisualLife

After viewing, ask students to respond to the
following questions.

Check Understanding During what era did

Dorothea Lange come to prominence? (the
Great Depression)

Connections to Today

You awaken one morning to a black
sky lit with an eerie orange glow. Ash
is raining down and winds roar in the
distance. This sort of experience is

all too familiar to Californians, where
wildfires have become larger, more
common, and more destructive over
the last decade.

Compare this to the scene on the
Great Plains during the 1930s: Black
skies created by mile-high dust clouds
that blocked out the sun, covered cars,
and seeped into homes. What role have
humans played in helping to bring
about these environmental disasters?

J%NBC LEARN

Leam about the impact of Dorothea Lange's
photography
[ BOUNCE to Activate My Story Video |

611

Determining Point of View What techniques
did Dorothea Lange use to advance her point
of view? (Lange used highly realistic black-and-
white images of people who—while suffering
from poverty, forced relocation, or racism—
were able to maintain their humanity.)

project ] GO ONLINE Assig
Imog|ne Imagine activities found
within this Topic to help students leam ak
Depression and the New Deal through i
experiences and primary sources.

HOO

Connections to Today

5] GO ONLINE Use the discussion ques'
found on this Topic's Connections to Tod
Environmental Challenges to spark cony
ignite students’ interest in the environmentz
the United States and the world today.

Explain to students that according to the C
Government, the worst wildfire years in Cal
occurred in 2017 and 2018, during which r
million acres burned, nearly 150 people die
than 34,000 structures were destroyed. Fo!
20 worst wildfires in California’s history hav
since 2017.

Researchers point to climate change as on
these sobering statistics because the weat!
dryer. During the Dust Bowl years, the clim
role as lack of rainfall helped dry out the pre
scientists are working on using drones to g
predict a fire's path and “air scrubbers” tha
smoke from the sky. What solutions were t
Dust Bowl years?

Consider some key questions related to en
challenges:

What other threats to the environment do A
face today?

What solutions to the Dust Bowl crisis were
the 1930s?

CURRENT EVENTS
[Z GO ONLINE

% Listenwise offers current events that
daily, as well as short audio stories that are
this topic.

Current Events Keywords Search Liste
Events using these keywords related to the
Depression and the New Deal.

® Great Depression ® Dust Bov
* New Deal ® Cesar Cf
* unemployment * John Ste
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The Great Depression and the New Deal

(1928-1941)

Topic 13 ORGANIZER

PACING: APPROX. 9 PERIODS, 4.5 BLOCKS

Opposition to the New Deal

QUEST INQUIRY

Connect
MY STORY VIDEO D
Dorothea Lange, A Visual Life ’
DIGITAL ESSENTIAL QUESTION ACTIVITY i
What Should Governments Do? ’
DIGITAL OVERVIEW ACTIVITY D
The Great Depression and the New Deal ’
QUEST INQUIRY '
20 min.

Investigate 3-6 periods

Culture During the Depression

TOPIC SYNTHESIZE

The Great Depression and the New Deal

QUEST INQUIRY
Opposition to the New Deal

Demonstrate

QUEST INQUIRY
Opposition to the New Deal

DIGITAL TOPIC TEST LEVELS A, B, AND C
The Great Depression and the New Deal

Opposition to the New Deal Ongoing

Iéiiss(;: ;f the Depression 30-40 min.

ﬁi?::azns Suffer 30-40 min.

'Lxsf: %):e?‘sidents Respond 30-40 min.

;is;sl(\)l:vt Deal Expands 30-40 min.

Iﬁi?es:i: gf the New Deal 30-40 min.

Cuttore 1 30-40 min. '/

10 min.
20 min.
1-2 periods
10 min.

20 min.

project , GO ¢
Irnagine
Whil
biog

USH: 610A
WH: 764A
GEO: 594A

The Great Depression and the New Deal Help students to appreciate how Americans persevered
and pulled through the hardships of the Great Depression using Project Imagine's rich primary sources. Experiencing Project
Imagine's culturally diverse perspectives will help students develop empathy for the people who lived through this difficult time.

Quick Ideas for Using Project Imagine Don’t have a lot of time? Assign one or two individual primary sources from the Project
Imagine Primary Source Library. See the Sources at a Glance online in the Teacher Resources for this topic.

) GO ONLINE

Dust Bowl

Topic and
Lesson
Planning
Support

Survive the Great
Depression
Role Play Immersive

Use with Lesson 2

Experience the

Interactive Map and
Timeline Immersive

Use with Lesson 2

ersive

DESCRIPTION

Students play through four roles to learn how the Great
Depression was experienced by ordinary Americans.

Level: Easy

Students explore a chronological set of interactive maps
to understand how the Dust Bowl developed, how the
government tried to solve the problem, and how ordinary
Americans experienced the events of these years.

Level: Moderate

Students make decisions about how the Department of Labor
can best use its resources to help Americans in need.

Options include starting public works programs, encouraging
employers to hire, and handing out charity.

Level: Moderate

Students get a front-row seat for the construction of three
New Deal projects that helped put Americans back to work,
as they explore interactive 360° photographs of Shenandoah
National Park, the San Diego Civic Center, and Hoover Dam.

Level: Easy

Students assume the role of a citizen preparing to vote in the
1940 presidential election. They gather information about
President Roosevelt and the New Deal, then write a short
speech supporting or opposing FDR's election to a third term.

Level: Difficult

KEY PERSPECTIVES

* Hunger marchers

* Unemployed man riding the rails
* “Hooverville” resident

* Deportees

* Maya Angelou

* Langston Hughes

* Fordson Tractor Company

* Farmers and their children

* Supporters and critics of the New Deal
* First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt

* Woody Guthrie

* Dorothea Lange

» John Steinbeck

* Studs Terkel interviewee

* Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins
* Mother of a working child

» Workers and the unemployed

* President Roosevelt

» A white CCC officer

* An African American CCC worker
* National Park Service

* WPA Artists

* Senator Huey Long
* Ordinary citizens

* President Roosevelt
* Wendell Wilkie

* Political cartoonists

PACING

30-90 min.

30-70 min.

30-70 min.

45-130 min.

45-70 min.




TOPIC

2 East Asia

Topic-at-a-Glance

Resources
I Student Active

Pacing: Approximately 13.5 periods, 6.75 blocks Edition Journal Online

CONNECT

Pacing*

TOPIC VIDEO
Xiao's Lake

o

ESSENTIAL QUESTION ACTIVITY

What Are the Costs and Benefits of Technology?

OVERVIEW ACTIVITY: MAP
East Asia

o
o

REGIONAL ATLAS
East Asia: Political, Physical, Climate

(F]7/257 KICK OFF: Ask Questions

INVESTIGATE

LESSONS 1-6

See Lesson-at-a-Glance pages

(#]1/5547 INVESTIGATE: Quest Connections

o/

SYNTHESIZE

WRITING WORKSHOP
Write a Research Paper

TOPIC MINI-GAMES
East Asia

@IH?SOURCES: Examine Primary Sources

DEMONSTRATE

TOPIC REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT
East Asia

TOPIC TEST
East Asia

(#7753 FINDINGS: Discuss

Quest;

Each Quest is designed to reinforce the topic
content through an inquiry arc that students

work on throughout the topic. This topic’s Quest,
Debate Nuclear Power for Japan, is a Discussion

Inquiry in which students determine whether
Japan should use nuclear power to meet its
energy needs.

& Active Journal Resources
= Ask Questions

= Investigate

1 Examine Primary Sources

1 Discuss

Quest Resources Online

n "Japanese Earthquake Renews Nuclear
Safety Concerns”
“The Calm Before the Wave: Where and
When Will the Next Tsunami Hit?"

“Japan'’s Largest Nuclear Power Station
Moves to Center of Reactor Restart Efforts”

“Fukushima’s Lessons in Climate Change”
Rules for Civic Discussion
Rubric for Civic Discussion

Beyond the Classroom

Use Online and Library Media Centers

Additional
Resources

Support for Struggling Readers
= Reading Support, Teacher Resources
w Lesson Summaries, Teacher Resources

= English Language Learners, Teacher
Resources

Suggested Resources
Mongolia by Ruth Bjorklund
The Economy of China by Shu Shin Luh

Empress Wu Zetian by Laurel A.
Rockefeller

Pyongyang: A Journey in North Korea
by Guy Delisle; trans. Helge Dascher

= Commodore Perry in the Land of the
Shogun by Rhoda Blumberg

= South Korea: A Nation to Watch,
History Channel DVD

= China's Age of Invention, NOVA DVD

Use a media center to gain online access to the resources of distant museums,

such as the lkebukuro Earthquake Museum in Tokyo, Japan; the War Memorial of

Korea in Seoul City, South Korea; and the National Museum of China in Beijing,

China. Virtual tours are available of museums or archaeological sites, such as the

virtual tour of the Palace Museum in Beijing and a 360° video tour of the first

Chinese emperor’s terracotta army in Xian. These experiences can help students

grasp the cultural achievements of the people of East Asia.
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