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Electronic Telecommunication Devices

e Not to be used or turned on during the instructional
day as defined by the time students arrive on campus
until the dismissal bell at the end of the day.

e [ncludes cell phones, computers, laptops, electronic
instruments, Ipads, Ipods, smartwatches, tablet
devices, e-readers, or similar devices.

- During instructional day, parents may contact students
through the school’s office.
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STUDENT USE OF CELL PHONES AND OTHER
ELECTRONIC TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICES

The Ouachita Parish School Board shall prohibit, as outlined in La. Rev. Stat. Ann.
817:239, students from using or operating cell phones, cameras, video tape recorders,
digital recorders of any kind, or any electronic telecommunication device in public school
buildings and on school buses used to transport public school students. Cell phone “use”
is defined for this policy as the cell phone or device being in the “on” position or mode.
Student cell phones or devices are required to be kept out of sight and turned off during
school hours in a school building or on school grounds, or whenever on a school bus.
This policy is inclusive of any such device as stipulated above in a student’s possession.

No student, unless authorized by the school principal or his/her designee, shall possess, on
his/her person, an electronic telecommunication device throughout the instructional day,
including wearable technology capable of sending or receiving text messages and other
similar notifications. The instructional day shall begin at the time students arrive on campus
prior to the take-in bell and conclude upon the dismissal bell at the end of the day.

If a student brings an electronic telecommunication device in any public elementary or
secondary school building or on the grounds thereof during an instructional day, the
electronic device shall either be turned off and properly stowed away for the duration of
the instructional day or prohibited from being turned on and used during the instructional
day. Electronic telecommunication devices, shall include, but not be limited to, cellular
telephones, personal computers, laptops, electronic instruments, iPads, iPods, wearable
technology such as smartwatches, tablet devices, e-readers, or similar devices.

In the event a teacher or other instructional staff suspects that an electronic communication
device is turned on or being used and is located in a place where it is not open and obvious
(i.e., hidden on a student and/or in a student’s backpack), the teacher or other instructional
staff member should not search the student or the student’s belongings but should refer the
issue to the principal or his/her designee.

These provisions shall not be applicable to a student whose Individualized Education
Program, Individualized Accommodation Plan, Section 504 plan, or Individualized Health
Plan requires the student's use of an electronic telecommunication device.

During the instructional day, parents or guardians may contact students through the school’s
office.

Students shall not utilize school-issued devices to access personal messaging features and
social media accounts not used for educational purposes.

For detailed consequences of not following this policy, refer to the Ouachita Parish
Schools district Discipline Manual.
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EXCEPTION FOR EMERGENCIES

In the event of an emergency, any person may use any electronic device
available. Emergency is defined as an actual or imminent threat to public health or
safety which may result in loss of life, injury, or property damage.

Revised: July 13, 2021 Revised: February, 2025
Revised: February 13, 2024

Revised: August 13, 2024

Revised: September 17, 2024

Ref: La. Rev. Stat. Ann. 8817:239, 17:416, 17:416.1; Louisiana Handbook for School
Administrators, Bulletin 741, Louisiana Department of Education; Pupil Appraisal
Handbook, Bulletin 1508, Louisiana Department of Education; Board minutes, 5-22-
07, 5-25-07, 6-17-08, 5-19-09, 7-13-21, 2-13-24, 8-13-24, 9-17-24.
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poLicYy UPDATE: 2025

SPECIAL POLICY ALERT

STUDENT USE OF TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICES

he LDOE Weekly Newsletter of January 28, 2025 included a notification that School

Boards are required to develop or update their policy regarding student use of

telecommunication devices based on recent revisions to BESE Bulletin 741, Louisiana
Handbook for School Administrators, Section 1141. The Section requires School Boards to
adopt a revised policy by January 1, 2025, and submit the policy to the Department of
Education by March 1, 2025. Of note is that the latest version of Bulletin 741 did not come
out until January, 2025. Forethought provides the following guidance based on our review.

The new provisions include prohibiting possession of “wearable technology capable of
sending or receiving text messages and other similar notifications” during the instructional
day. This prohibits students wearing smart watches or similar devices.

In addition, the new provisions of Section 1141, Electronic Telecommunication Devices
require several components be included in the policy:

1. A definition for instructional day to include start and ending times of the instructional day;

Student Use of Telecomunication Devices

“Keeping Tabs on School Board Policy”
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2. Applicability of the provisions to school-
sponsored events, including athletic
competitions and field trips, taking place
during an instructional day;

3. Acceptable means by which parents or
guardians may contact students during
the instructional day;

4. Prohibition of students from utilizing
school-issued devices to access personal
messaging features and social media
accounts not used for educational
purposes; and

5. Disciplinary regulations for a student
who fails to comply with the policy on
one or more occasions.

The “start and ending times” of the
instructional day may vary from system to
system. Unless the School Board has already
included such times in its policy, we have
included a general statement that the
instructional day shall begin at the time
students arrive on campus prior to the take-in
bell, and conclude upon the dismissal bell at
the end of the day. In our opinion, putting the
actual times in the policy is problematic, start
and end times vary within school systems
statewide. In any instance where a current
policy states “regular school day” or
“academic day” the term “instructional day”
has been used for consistency. However, each
School Board can decide how to address this
provision.

Whether or not the provisions are applicable
to school-sponsored events appears to be a
choice each school system can make.
Although the statement included in the
revised policy states that the provisions “shall
apply” to school-sponsored events taking
place during an instructional day, School
Boards may choose to use “shall not apply.”
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To address “acceptable means by which
parents may contact students during the
instructional day” a statement has been added
that parents can call the school’s office. If a
School Board has another method it prefers,
this language can be adjusted accordingly.

A provision which prohibits students from
utilizing school-issued devices to access
messages or social media has been included
as well.

School Boards are required by La. Rev. Stat.
Ann. §17:416 to have Student Codes of
Conduct which “include progressive levels of
minor through major infractions and identify
corresponding  minor  through  major
interventions and consequences.” In our
opinion disciplinary measures for student
violations should be included in the Code of
Conduct and not in individual policies.
Inclusion in a policy leads to the possibility
that an administrative change is made to the
Code of Conduct and not reflected in the
policy, creating conflicting regulations.

Forethought has included a reference to the
Code of Conduct as the source for
disciplinary measures. However, if a School
Board feels it needs to include the specific
disciplinary measures in order to comply with
the Bulletin’s directive, those measures can
be inserted by staff to replace the reference to
the Code of Conduct.

The Bulletin further states that School Boards
must seek feedback from parents, students,
teachers, administrators and other
stakeholders, but that feedback may be
satisfied by public comment received during
an open meeting prior to final adoption of the
policy.
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