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COLLEGE ADMISSION TIMELINE

Spring/Summer (prior to senior year):

o Begin research process for colleges of interest and add them to your Schoolinks account

r Campus Visitations- make appointments through the college Admissions Office to schedule a

campus tour and consultation
r Research college admissions requirements
o Register for SAT/ACT if required for college admission- our high school will be offering the SAT

in June and November of 2025. Be sure to check college websites for their admissions

requirements.

September:

r Senior Conferences begin- student ranks and GPA's will be available this month

r College Representatives begin High School Visits- check the calendar for visitation in the

Counseling, College & Career Center
o Continue researching colleges, visiting campuses and requesting interviews
o Register for the November SAT and October ACT

o Begin making requests for teacher and counselor letters of recommendation, allowing school

personnel at least two weeks advance notice. Complete student activity sheet and provide to
your recommenders. You also need to add them to your Schoolinks account to submit.

October:

o Attend College Night held Tuesday October 7,2025 at SUNY Poly

. Apply for financial aid (FAFSA) beginning October L't

r SAT/ACT exams are given at other local schools

o Be aware of College Application Deadlines

November:

o SAT exams are administered at WHS

o Early Decision Deadlines begin

o Start submitting college applications
o Continue campus visits
o Be aware of College Application Deadlines

December:

o College Applications should be submitted
o SAT/ACT exams are given at other local area schools

February-April:

o College Admission decisions generally mailed out at this time
o Financial Aid Letters generally mailed out at this time

May: Tuition and housing deposits are typically due at this time



SAT - ACT Information & Dates
Whitesboro H.S. School Code

for both tests is:
335960

Test Prep Opportunities

Test preparation available on the SAI and ACT websites and at:

College Advisory Sewice : http ://patgildersleev
MVCC: www.mvcc.edu

Khan Academy at SAT, free test prep and info: https://www.khanacadademlz.org/sat

SAT Registration - http://sat.org/register

S. Registration Deadlines
2024-202s
Test Dates

fee applies)

October 5,2024 September 20,2024 September 24,2024

*November 2,2024 October 18,2024 October 22,2024

December 7,2024 November 22,2024 November 26,2024

March 8,2025 February 21,2025 February 25,2025

May 3,2025 Aprll18,2025 April22,2025

xJlull'e7,2025 May 22,2025 May 27,2025

ACT Registration - www.actstudent.org

2024-2025
Test Dates

Registration Deadline:
Regular

Registration Deadline:
Late (a fee applies)

September 14,2024 August 9,2024 August 25,2024

October 26, 2024 September 20,2024 October 7,2024

December 14,2024 November 8,2024 November 22,2024

February 8,2025 January 3,2025 January 20,2025

April5,2025 February 28,2025 March 76,2025

Iune 14,2025 May 9 2025 illay 26,2025

* Tests offered at Whitesboro High School ** Whitesboro CEEB Code: 335960

If you are a student who receives testing accommodations, please see your school counselor
as you must apply to the testing website prior to registering for the test.



Admission Dec isions: What Counts

Help your students understand what really matters to

colleges

There,s no magic formula when it comes to college admission decisions. So how do you

advise students on admission factors when they vary so widely from one college to the

next?

A college,s statistics shoutd never be taken as rules for admission, though

students should know that many factors influence admission decisions,

including:

' Courses taken
. Grades received

' Class rank
. Standardized test scores
. Personal statements and essays

I Recommendations
. Extracurricularactivities
. lnterviews

Gourses and grades

A student's grades in college-preparatory classes remain the most significant

factor in college admission decisions,

Highly selective colleges look for students who:

. Complete core academic requirements'

. Take more challenging classes, even though they may have slightly lower grades

than they'd achieve in lower-level courses'
. Enroll in severat college-prep or college-tevel courses (such as AP@) and perform

,., well.
. Take four years of a world language, showing evidence of academic discipline and

challenge.

CIaSS rank: Although still reviewed by many colteges, glass rank has declined in

significance as many private and religious schools have eliminated student ranking'



Test scorcs

Standardized test scores remain important at many colleges. Examinations such as

the SAT and SAT Sqbject Testsru, or the ACT, allow colleges to compare students from

across the country.

Essays

Personalstatements and essays are both a measure of writing ability and a window into

each student's background. Admission officers want to hear an original voice in the

student's own words. For a successful essay, encourage stsdents to get to the point

quickly and personalize theirwriting through specific examples.

Recommendations from counselorc and teachers

At selective colleges, strong school support in the form of recommendations

from cgunselors and faqgl$Umembgn has become more important than ever.

These recommendations should be highly specific, describing not just each

students love of leaming, but the ways in which the students have demonstrated that

they can

. Add to the classroom experience.

. Challengethemselves.. Attempt original projects.

Extracurricu lar activitles

Evidence of extracuni.cular actlvitiqs is important to the admission process, and depth

of involvement ls more impresslve than breadth. Students can achieve this if they

. Focus on a limited number of interests.. Document long-term lnvolvernentwith organizations.. Highlight activities related to a major or career goal.

. Show leadership skills and ability.

Source: Colleggboard.org
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Instructions for searching for colleges, starting afavorites /ls/ and procedures for adding to your application list'

COLLEGE SEARCH

1. Log into your Schoolinks account.

2. once logged in, there are tabs located to the left of your screen. Click on the Colleges tab, then School

Search.

3. Use the search filters to adjust your college preferences

*2yr or 4yr *Major *Location *Size of school

4. Click on each individual school to view specific information regarding the institution. When you find a

school that you might potentially be interested in, click on the heart icon. This will move the school to

yotx favorifes list.

*When you heart a school you will be asked to write a word or click on a word provided as to why you are

interested in the school'

5. When you begin applying to schools next year, you will move your schools from thefavorite listtofinal

list. Click oitneTnat list tab and you can either add them from your/cvorites or type the name of the

school in the search box.

+When you add the school, you will be asked to choose from the options of "likely," "target," or "reach."

While determining this, you will want to base your selections on how well you meet the school's admissions

requirements and how interested you are in each institution.

When you begin applying for colleges (after July I't), you will need to create a Common Applicatiou account

(for four-year college-applications) and then link your account to Schoolinks. You will be requesting

iranscripts and letters of recommendation through Schoolinks, not through Common App'

CAREER SEARCH

Click the Careers tab on the left side of your screen and then select Career Center. Here, you can type in career

interests, watch videos, and leam about ih. urr.rugr salary, job outlook, education and training of your career of

interest.

There are 6 different ways to search for careers in the Career Center:

Using the search bar

From the Career Center homepage (regional)

By Career Cluster

By Hot Careers

By Favorited Careers

Exploring all careers

Searching through Military Careers

Unsure of your career and/or college interests? Click on the Activities tab on the left side of your screen, then

click lsse ssments. There are a series of assessments that you can complete to explore how your interests match

up with career options based on you goals, skills, likes, and learning style'
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Common Apolic tion Help Sheet

Create an account by going to www.commonapp.org. Make sure to use your personalemail
when creating your account

General lnformation
r Only questions with an asterisk (*) next to them are required
r A green check mark indicates a section has been completed
r lnstructions and tutorials are available on the right hand side of every page
. Application Requirements

Darhhoard
I

r Dashboard - a summary view of all of your colleges on the Common App
. My Colleges - college-specific questions, recommendations and FERPA, and where you will

submit individual applications
r Common App - information that will go to every college on your list on the Common App
r College Search - add colleges to your Common App in this tab
r Financial Aid Resources - learn about financial aid and scholarships

LINK YOUR COMMON APP WITH SCHOOLINKS
To log into schoolinks.com account use your school email address. Your
password is sornething you personally made. lf you forgot your password
hit the "forgot password" button.
It is mandatory to link your Common App account with your Schoolinks account so counselors and
teachers can send supporting documents (transcripts and recommendation letters) to your Common
App schools.

r ln order to be compfetely connected you need to complete these three things on your
Common App:

a. Add at least one college to your Common App
b. Enter Whitesboro High School as your high school under Education

c. Complete the FERPA waiver under My Colleg€s ----+ Recommenders and FERPA
r On Schoolinks, go to Golleges -- College Applications and click Connect (blue button in

the left hand corner)

External accounts

!€fifi'n
ryF'

. NOT CONNECTET)

o

Common App Colhge Search Financial Aid ResourcesMy Colleges

Connect )

o Follow the prompts on the screen to connect your accounts



It is recommended that students use onlv the Common Appllcatlon to apply to four-year

colleges. using other methods, such as the sUNY Application or college-specific applications

will result in a more lenghy linking process to the SchooLinks program'

For CommunitY Colleges:

o Check the college website for the application. Both Herkimer County Community College

and Mohawk Valley Community College use their own f;g application' Most

community colleges have a free application available on their website'

r lt is your responsibility to notify your counselor to mail in your transcript

r Community colleges typically do not require students to submit a college entrance essay

or letters of recommendation, unless students are seeking admission to a specialty

program (i.e. Nursing, Respiratory care, Radiologic Technology, and surgicalTechnology

programs).



USEFUT LINKS

SchooLinks

https ://www.sgh ool i n ks. com/

Careers in the Military
https://www.careersinthem ilita rv. com/

NCAA Eligibility Center
httos://www.ncaa.orgf

Scholarships
https://www.fastweb.com/
htt ps ;//www.sc ho la rs hi ps. com /

Un ions & Apprenticeships

IBEW Local43 (supplies skilled labor to over 40 contractors in the Syracuse, Utica & Oswego areasf
https : //www. ibew43.orsl?AspxAutoDetectCookieSu poo rt= 1

LIUNA Laborers' Local Union #35 (training and apprenticeship programs)
https://www. nvsliun a.or8/apprenticesh ip-p roerams/liu n a-laborers-loca l-u n ion-35f

UA LOCAL 112 (Plumber and Pipefitters Union|
https://www. ua loca I L 12.orsl

Utica Civil Service Commission
httos ://www.citvof utica, comf depa rtments/civil-se rvice/in d ex

The Joint Apprenticeship and Training Cornmittee (JATCI for Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers, Local Union
f2 (utical
https :f&ol.nv. gov/b ricklavers-l u 2-utica-april- 18-2023

Advanced Degree College Searches

Graduate, Masters and Doctoral programs- searchable database

https ://www. era dsch ools.co m/

Occupational Therapy
h tt ps :/lwww. a ot a . o rsle n /e d u cat io n -ca ree E/f i n d -s c h oo L asox

Pharmacy
https ://www. a a cp. o rgl

PhysicalTherapy
https: //www.a pta.org/

Physician Assistant
httos : l/www,a rc-pa,orql
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How Financinl Aid Works
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Flan how to psy for college or carser schoot befora you
start. Ask school counselors and the tinancial sid office
about stata" schoot, and nonpmfit grants and
scholarshipe you can apply tor- Be sure to meet
app{ication deadlines. Many states have lirnited funds,
so understand your stata's. requirem'ents and apply early
to be elisible lor as mueh aid as possible.

O ftb time to apply tor tadsrsl etudent aid.
\

F

-J
I riu out the FIF$tilo form

J

Beiore each year of college or career school. apply
for federat student grants. wurk"study funds, and
toens with the Free Apphcatron for Faderal Stlrdent
Iid {FAFSAS1 fnnn- Your college of, caregr school
uses your FAFSA data to determine your {edernl
student aid eligibility. llvlany etates and srhoots use
FAFSA dats to award their ov*n aid.
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llhit $ludentliil4ur/frlse
Each fsll. the FAF$A lorrn is avritable tor the next school
year. Make sure to f itl out and submit the FAFSA form
each year you are in cottoge or eareer schoo[. lt"s best to
fitt it out as early as you can because state aid may be
limited. Vt/hen you oomplete the FAFSA form, you'll need to
provide persnnel, financiat. and federat tax infonnatisn-
Each contributor on the FAF$A forrn must provide their
cons€nt and nppro,val to retrieve and discloEe federal tax
information for th,e student to be elisible for federal aid-

tfit$l Srbmissiun $rmmry
Alter you submit pur FAFSA forrn. youll receive your
FAFSA Subrnission $urnnnary. which has ttre
intormation you included in your torrn, Review it and
rnahe corrections if needed.



I m ofrur
Your sid of{er exdains ths cofibination of faderal student grant$ loane.
ard work-study funds s Eehool offers you. Ths offsr rni8tt a{"so contain
state and institutisnal aid. lf ysu receiys aid offars
from multiple colteges or caraer schools. ysu shsutd
compare them and dscid,e which schoat is b*et for you.

O Yor.rr FAFSA lorm help* your echool drtrrnine tdrr
typ* of frdrral rtudrnt aid you an rligihh b iscaiw.

Tr[trol frderal $tudrnft lll
Ae the largast provider of finoncisl aid.
wa prsvidc grants. loans, snd ilrork.study funds.
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Grnnts

Grants nre funds
that do not have
to be repaid.

Loone

A loan is monay ltott
borrsw and muet pay
back with intsrest.

Worlc-Shtdy

A wsrk-study job gives
!/ou an oppgrtunity to
earn mcney to pay !'our
educstional ax Fens.ss.

Y

Every year, each schssl determirns its
own schedule for disbursing {payins out}
aid, partially deiermined by when you
suhmittad all requirad papuwurk. Your
college or career school has a linancial
aid off ica to help guide 1lou along the way-

O gorucdEducsdsn

S Cnluatr rnd $tril Brgrymont
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As 1mu pmparu to gradusta. get rsady to
repfly your student ls€fis. Ghoose a
repayment plan that's bst lor your guals.
lrrcsns-driuan rspayrnBnt plans bam your
menthty payment amounton your ineome
andlamilyeiza

{$ lf youetsrtfatUns brhindonyour
gsynrrnts, oontsct yur [orn *rvhr b
dbeusr rrgrynrrnt optisnr.
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H$WTG GET
FINANCNAT AIP
FOR GOTLEGE
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MAKE SURE YOU GET AS MUCH
FINANCIAL AID AS POSSIBLE BY
FOLLOWING THESE STEPS.

i"tig*it; i'i*.,:,iI:
'.ji'*axe y#i.sr FSsi trS

Aiter Ds€ember' ?r

eoryrplete y*Lrr FAfiSA
Go c* fafsa"ge>v

Students will need:
This is required prior to
completing the FAFSA
and only takes a moment.
Go to studentaid.oov ' olp --id
You'll need your Social Security

. Parent first and last name

. Parent e-mail

. Parent date of birth

. Parent social security number
(if they have one)

number (SSN)
(if applicable) and
your own email
address to create
an FSA lD.
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NYS residents should link directly
from the FAFSA summary page
to complete the TAP application.

'l,i'dai.;'i e i!tt[* he!p?
Financial aid can feel confusing.
We get it. To learn more and join
a free virtual workshop for expert
guidance, visit suny.edu '''st.For more information

on NYS financial aid,
including the NYS
DREAM Act, 9o to
hesc. ny.qov


