/ MYtOn 21 March 2025

Issue No 4
Gardens
Primary School

Message from Mrs Sheepy

Dear Parents and Carers

It has been a productive and purposeful few weeks so far this half term. The children have been making tremendous
progress in their phonics and early reading skills. Our Little Wandle phonics scheme is proving to be highly successful
due to the hard work of all the staff - both Myton Gardens and Oakley - and the enthusiasm of the children and the
commitment of parents. As soon as the children come into school on a morning, they begin their learning, starting
with a phonics session and then group reading session which is co-ordinated with staff from across both schools.
That's why it is so vital that children arrive on time to school every day as otherwise they miss out on this vital input
as well as causing disruption to the learning of others. Reading is the key to successful learning as children move
through their education and it is massively helped by parents listening to their children read, modelling reading
themselves and providing a range of books whether bought or from the library.

The value of the half term is 'Respect' and we are supporting children in understanding what this looks like both inside
and outside of school. Please do continue these discussions at home. As part of this focus, we will be celebrating
Neurodiversity Week when we will reinforce that our school community is a place where differences and individuality
are respected and celebrated.

On Friday 21st March it is Rock Your Socks Day, recognising World Downs Syndrome Awareness Day when children can
wear bright or mismatching socks to school.

The building work on our new school continues to progress, the roof is fully on and there is a lot of work taking place
inside too. On Tuesday 8™ April, the Myton Gardens children will attend an assembly presented by Speller Metcalfe -
the contractors - to help them understand about the building process and safety. I'm sure you have all seen the work

happening as you pass by!

Also, in preparation for our move in September, | have been recruiting new staff as our school continues to grow and |
will be able to share information later in the year.

With best wishes
Sarah Sheepy

Executive Lead
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New learning theme ‘Jurassic Journey”

Reception have kick started this half term with their new Learning Theme, Jurassic Journey! Dinosaurs
are a common interest among many of the children in the Daisies class, so this is the perfect bedrock to
expand their knowledge. In History, we’ve started by discussing the difference between past and
present. The children have already had a brief introduction to the Jurassic era and have begun comparing
life then and now. It’s been wonderful to see them make connections and ask curious questions! As part
of this theme, the children are also learning the names of various dinosaurs and discovering the
meanings behind their names, helping to build their vocabulary. Looking ahead, we will be learning all
about Mary Anning, one of history’s greatest fossil hunters. The children will explore what fossils are and
how they are formed, helping them understand the world of

palaeontology. To bring the learning to life, they will also participate in an engaging, hands-on workshop
later this month, where they will have the chance to explore fossils and learn more about prehistoric life,
culminating with a visit from animatronic baby dinosaurs. May we kindly remind you of the contribution
towards the fee of this workshop which can be paid via the MCAS app. Thank you for your support.

New Classrooms and Outdoor Area

You may already be aware that we have had a switch around within our classroom

environments! After the completion of the fantastic new playground climbing frame and bike track, it
was evident that the position of the Reception classrooms and the small outdoor area at the front of the
school building was limiting the ability to allow a free-flow and exploratory style environment that we
envision for our Early Years. As we have shared before, play underpins the pedagogy of our Early Years
vision and outdoor learning is something we are incredibly passionate about. As such, we have decided
to move our Reception classroom to the opposite side meaning children have free flow between the
indoor and outdoor classroom environment. This move has been hugely successful and children are now
more independent in accessing a wider range of areas of learning and our gross motor skill offer has
improved enormously. Please see photos below to see how much the children are enjoying the new
spaces!







World Book Day and Author Visit

A super week of celebrations were had in honour of World Book Day! The
festivities began with our Pre-Loved Book Swap, and we want to extend a huge thank you to

all who donated books. It was great to see so many children visiting our book stall, excited to choose a
new story to enjoy. This event not only promoted a love for reading but also encouraged sustainability.
Later in the week, our children had the chance to share their favourite books during circle time,
demonstrating increased confidence speaking aloud. On Dress-Up Day, we saw an amazing array of
costumes representing favourite characters and authors. Thank you to all families for their effort and
enthusiasm. The week then concluded in a celebration with visiting author Cat Weatherill who delivered
an exciting storytelling session. Cat brought her stories to life through rhymes, songs, and props. What a

fun-filled and inspiring week!
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Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 1st and Thursday 3rd April 2025

Parents’ Evenings have been arranged for this term and will be held in school on Tuesday 1st and
Thursday 3rd April 4.00-6.30pm. The appointments will last 10 minutes and will be a discussion about
children’s progress and target setting. We request that if you have an urgent query or wish to discuss

something particular with your child’s class teacher, that you arrange to see them at another time
outside of the allotted 10-minute Parents’ Evening appointment. Thank you for your understanding. The
online appointment booking system will go live on Monday 24th March 2025 the MCaS app. If you have

any problems with booking an appointment, please speak to the school office.

Friends of Oakley School (FoOS) PTA Events

The FoOS have been very busy planning the next round of fundraising events that Myton Gardens
children are also included. A couple of events to keep a look out for:

Thursday 10th April— Reception Easter Disco 4;30—5:30

Friday 11th April—Easter/ Spring Bonnet Parade (during the school day)

More information on how to book and take part will follow in the coming weeks which will be emailed
and shared on social media.

Come and Learn—Upcoming Parent Visit
Wednesday 9th April

We are excited to introduce an event called "Come and Learn," designed to promote

parental engagement and provide an opportunity for you to actively participate in your child's learning
journey.

In the Early Years, "Come and Learn" is a wonderful chance for you to join your child in their learning
environment. You will have the opportunity to play alongside them, explore their

interests, and engage in the activities they love. It’s a fantastic way to see firsthand how your child learns
and grows each day in our Reception environment.

As your child moves into Key Stage 1, the focus of these sessions will evolve to reflect the areas of the
curriculum they are studying. You will be invited to specific sessions focused on key skills such as reading
and writing in English, Maths, and potentially another area of the wider curriculum, such as Science or the
arts. These sessions will allow you to see how your child is developing in these key areas and how you can
continue to support their learning at home.

By participating in "Come and Learn" sessions, we aim to strengthen our partnership to
support your child whilst also providing you opportunities to experience the joy of learning together and
to support their development in a hands-on way.

Our first Come and Learn session will take place on Wednesday ot April 2025. We will run a morning and
afternoon session which will last approximately 30 minutes. Due to limited space, we can only permit one
adult per child. We appreciate that having time away from work or family commitments during the day
may be challenging so we open this to any member of your family to join and we hope that the advance
notice allows you time to make suitable arrangements. You will receive an email with your time over the
next couple of days. We look forward to welcoming you into our Early Years.



British Science Week 2025 BRITISH
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This week we have participated in British Science Week with a range

of different activities linked to this year’s theme ‘Change and Adapt’. W E E K

We had the privilege of welcoming Professor Hugo from FizzPop

Science company in to deliver a workshop all about air. Through fun experiments the children explored
its properties and learned many interesting new facts. Through play, children then participated in a
range of experiments to observe and comment on change and adaptation. Children observed what was
happening to ice and used newly taught vocabular to comment on the change they noticed. Well done
Daisies for being curious learners this week!

Upcoming Dates for your Diary

. 26th March 2025—Fossils and Dino workshop for children (contributions to be paid
via the MCAS app—please see previous email)

. 1st and 3rd April 2025—Parents’ Evening (appointments to go live WB 24th March)
. 8th April 2025—Speller Metcalfe Assembly

. 9th April 2025—Come and Learn event (information to follow)

. 10th April 2025—Easter Disco 4:30-5:30 (information to follow)

. 11th April— Easter Bonnet Parade (information to follow)




PE Lessons—Gymnastics

This half term children have been participating in Gymnastics as part of their PE

lessons and have been using our brand-new gymnastics apparatus. In just a few short weeks the chil-
dren’s confidence has developed enormously and they are demonstrating increased skills when climbing,
balancing and swinging. Mrs Selby, PE teacher, has been delighted with how well the children have en-
gaged and carefully listened to ensure they are safe and precise in their movement. Well done Daisies

School Health Newsletter

Read your November health and wellbeing newsletter, delivered to you from
Connect for Health, your School Nursing Service. Click here for newsletter.

Term Dates
Autumn term 2024

Friday 29th November: Teacher Training Day (children not in school)
Friday 20th December: Autumn Term Ends at 1pm.

Spring term 2025
Monday 6th January: Teacher Training Day (children not in school)
Tuesday 7th January: Spring Term Starts
Monday 17th to Friday 21st February: Half Term Break
Friday 11th April: Spring Term Ends

Summer term 2025
Monday 28th April: Summer Term Starts

Monday 5th May: Bank Holiday
Monday 26th to 30th May: Half Term Break
Friday 27th June: Teacher Training Day (children not in school)
Friday 18th July: Summer Term Ends
Monday 21st July: Teacher Training Day (children not in school)

Family Information Service

M‘ ¥ ~ """ The latest edition of the Family Information Service newsletter is
b | f available to read at: FIS Newsletter


https://www.compass-uk.org/services/connect-for-health-newsletters/
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=83b59bae30

Encouraging healthy habits - Eat Well and Move More campaign

Warwickshire County Council is supporting families to make healthier choices through the
Eat Well Move More campaign, helping children build lifelong healthy habits. Schools play
a key role in reinforcing these messages, and we’re asking for your support in sharing this
important information with families.

Eat Well

Healthy eating starts with simple swaps. Replacing fizzy drinks, juice drinks, and flavoured
milks with water, lower-fat milk, or drinks with no-added-sugar is a great way to cut down
on sugar. Energy drinks are not recommended for children under 16 as they are high in
caffeine and can lead to physical and mental health issues.

Involving children in meal planning can also encourage healthier eating. Let them choose
recipes, pick vegetables and fruits at the supermarket, and get them helping with meal
preparation. Children learn by watching their parents—so setting a good example can
make a real impact.

Portion size matters too. Kids are smaller than adults, so start with a smaller portion. If
they’re still hungry, they’ll ask for more. When eating out, look for child-friendly options
that include fruit and vegetables, and try to avoid bigger portion sizes like ‘go large or
‘supersize’ deals.

Sugary snacks can add up quickly. Fruit and vegetables are a great snack choice, but if kids
are having packaged snacks, aim for no more than two a day.

Move more:

A healthy lifestyle also involves plenty of physical activity. Children should ideally be active
for at least 60 minutes a day, with 30 minutes taking place outside of school. This can be
broken into short 10-minute bursts—they could try scootering to school, skipping to the
shops, or dancing to a song!

There are lots of ways to encourage children to be more active. Make exercise fun by turn-
ing activities into games like tag, hide-and-seek, or dancing. Walk or bike to school if possi-
ble or visit a local park for a family walk. Warwickshire also offers a range of after-school
sports clubs where young people can stay fit while developing socially

For more information and resources, visit:
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/eatwellmovemore



https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/eatwellmovemore

Swap sugary
drinks for water
or milk.

o

Make exercise
fun with active
games.

Check portion
sizes and give
children Smaller
plates.

Walk, cycle or
SCOO0Lt for short
journeys.

{%] e For help to stay healthy go to:
Warwickshire . .
County Council  Www.warwickshire.gov.uk/eatwellmovemore




Tell us what you think...

children and young people with special educational
Ferea needs and/or disabilities in Warwickshire

Progress starts with listening,
which aids understanding and
enables better solutions.

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/sendfamilyfeedback

Warwickshire’s SEND Local Offer

] ) Coventry and
Warwickshire NDL) Warwickshire
County Council e Integrated Care Board
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Tuesday 15th April Table Tennis 11am - 12 noon Ages 7+

Wednesday 16th April  Baking with Adam 11am - 12 noon Ages 5+

Crafting with Trish 1 - 2pm Ages 4+

Thursday 17th April Baby & Toddler Sensory Room Session 11am - 12
noon Ages Under 3
Chill & Play 12 noon - 1pm Ages 5+

Tuesday 22nd April Baby & Toddler Sensory Room Session 10am - 11am
Ages Under 3

Warwick Uni Community Crafters 10am - 11am

Table Tennis 11am - 12 noon Ages 7+

Wednesday 23rd April  Baking with Adam 11lam - 12 noon Ages 5+
Crafting with Trish 1- 2pm Ages 4+

Thursday 24th April Chill & Play 12 noon - 1pm Ages 5+

All activities are
£2 per child per

gession plus .
booking fee an Join Us for o
parental Fange of
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