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CALL TO A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative
ORDER/ROLL CALL  Association for Special Education was called to order at 9:02 a.m. on Wednesday,
February 19, 2025.
On roll call, the following members were found to be present: Dr. Droba,
Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Roth (9:03 a.m.), Mr. Charleston (D146), Dr. Brunson,
Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting (9:04 a.m.). Also present: Dr. Gineen
O’Neil, Executive Director, and Lisa Promis, Assistant Director.
Absent: Dr. Orzel, Dr. Meighan, and Mr. Shumway.
RECOGNITION OF Karyn Kempke, Union President, Brandon Wigboldy, Union Vice President and
PUBLIC Kelly Kmetty, Bookkeeper
PLACEMENT OF A motion was made by Dr. Nolting and seconded by Dr. Brunson, upon the
ITEMS ON THE recommendation of Dr. O’Neil, that the following items be considered under a
CONSENT AGENDA  consent agenda unless otherwise requested by the Board: the open and closed

session meeting minutes of the January 15, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting,
Invoices and Payroll, Employment of Educational Support Personnel, Resignation
of Professional Personnel, Resignation of Educational Support Personnel, Request
for Leave of Absence, Rescind Resignation, Infinitec Membership, and Transition
Building - Rooftop Unit Replacement.

Upon roll call, the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Roth
Mr. Charleston, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

Ms. Kelly Kmetty presented the statement of position, revenue, and expenditures for
the period ending January 31, 2025.

A motion was made by Dr. Scarsella and seconded by Dr. Sikora to enter into a
closed session at 9:06 a.m. to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation,
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the Cooperative or
legal counsel for the Cooperative, including hearing testimony on a complaint
lodged against an employee or against legal counsel for the Cooperative to
determine its validity. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1), as amended by P.A. 93-0057, Collective
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negotiating matters between the Cooperative and its employees or their
representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes
of employees. 5 ILC 120/2(c)(2).

Upon roll call, the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Roth
Mr. Charleston, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

A motion was made by Dr. Sala and seconded by Dr. Roth to return from closed
session at 9:15 a.m.

Upon roll call, the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Roth
Mr. Charleston, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF THE

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
COOPERATIVE Dr. O’Neil shared highlights from each of the Cooperative programs.
HIGHLIGHTS
INFINITEC AWARD  DPr- O’Ne.il reported thgt Russell Hutcheson from Distr.ict 230 will be honored during
WINNER the Infinitec Awards Dinner on March 6, 2025 at Gaelic Park.
CONSENT
AGENDA
APPROVAL OF The Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative Association for
MINUTES Special Education approved the open and closed session minutes from the January
15, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting.
APPROVAL OF The Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative Association for
INVOICES AND Special Education approved the January/February invoices in the amount of
PAYROLL $1,029,235.30. The January payroll in the amount of $2,507,651.05 and the
estimated amount of $2,500,000 for the February payroll.
EMPLOYMENT OF Name Position Program | Effective |Step/Column| Annual
EDUCATIONAL
Date or Days Salary
SUPPORT
PERSONNEL Brown, Tech Technology  |2/18/2025 |n/a $45,000
Michael Assistant
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Keppler, Payroll Administration {2/10/2025 |n/a $45/hr
Dorothy
McKeown, |Paraeducator |Transition 1/21/2025 |1/BA $29,139
Michael Type-39
Payne, Interpreter  |DHH 1/21/2025 |15/BA +15 |$51,729.00
Lauren
Stob, Van Driver |Transition 1/31/2025 |n/a $20/hr
Thomas
RESIGNATION OF Name Position Program Effective Date
PROFESSIONAL
PERSONNEL Kellermann, Social Worker CD Satellite 7/31/2025
Abigail
Sheldon, Teacher DHH 5/28/2025
Deirdre
RESIGNATION OF Name Position Program Effective Date
EDUCATIONAL
SUPPORT Chmenia, Agata | Teacher CD Satellite  |2/6/2025
PERSONNEL
REQUEST FOR e of
LEAVE OF Name Position Program Iff;i‘ Effective Dates
ABSENCE
Craig, Rita Paraeducator |Transition |Intermittent [1/30/2025-2/4/2025
FMLA
Craig, Rita Paraeducator |Transition |[FMLA 2/5/2025-2/21/2025
Dwyer, Social Braun Intermittent |1/16/2025-5/30/2025
Nicholas Worker FMLA
Faouri, Ratiba |Paraeducator |Transition |LOA 2/3/2025-6/2/2025
Leach, Angela |Paraeducator |DESTINY (FMLA 2/10/2025-2/28/2025
Lillie, Joshua |Paraeducator |Transition |Intermittent |1/30/2025-6/2/2025
FMLA
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O'Connor, Occupational |Itinerant Intermittent |2/3/2025-2/28/2025
Maribeth Therapist FMLA
Petry, Ausra  [Payroll Business FMLA 2/14/2025-5/12/2025
Office
Petry, Ausra  |Payroll Business LOA 5/13/2025-5/30/2025
Office
RESCIND The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Executive Director,
RESIGNATION rescinded the resignation of Natasha Hampton to allow her to continue her position
as the DESTINY Secretary.
INFINITEC The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Executive Director,
MEMBERSHIP approved the Infinitec membership for FY26 in the amount of $22,606.20.
TRANSITION The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Business Manager,
BUILDING - approved the Precision Control Systems, Inc. through OMNIA Partners proposal of
ROOFTOP UNIT $224,950 to replace 10 rooftop units at the Transition building located in Orland
REPLACEMENT Park.
ACTION ITEMS
VISION 2030 A motion was made by Dr. Scarsella and seconded by Dr. Brunson to approve the
RESOLUTION Vision 2030 Resolution.

Upon roll call, the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Roth
Mr. Charleston, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

FY26 PROJECTIONS A motion was made by Dr. Droba and seconded by Dr. Ticknor to approve the

- CHANGE IN request of Lemont-Bromberek School District 113a to provide their own
SERVICES Occupational Therapy and BCBA support for FY26.
Upon roll call, the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Roth
Mr. Charleston, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.
APPROVAL OF A motion was made by Dr. Sikora and seconded by Dr. Scarsella, based on the
NON-PRECEDENT recommendation of the Executive Director, to approve the Non-Precedent
AGREEMENT Agreement as presented in closed session.
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Upon roll call, the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Roth
Mr. Charleston, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF A motion was made by Dr. Nolting and seconded by Dr. Ticknor to approve the
CONSENT AGENDA consent agenda.

Upon roll call, the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Roth
Mr. Charleston, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

BOARD REPORTS

ADJOURNMENT A motion was made by Dr. Sikora and seconded by Dr. Scarsella to adjourn the
meeting at 9:27 a.m.

Upon roll call, the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Roth
Mr. Charleston, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Mary Tickr:@//
Board Secretary



