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Fast Pitch
by Nic Stone

Shenice Lockwood, captain of the Fulton Firebirds, is hyper-focused when she
steps up to the plate. Nothing can stop her from leading her team to the U12 fast-

pitch softball regional championship. But life has thrown some curveballs her way.
 

Strike one: As the sole team of all-brown faces, Shenice and the Firebirds have to
work twice as hard to prove that Black girls belong at bat.

 
Strike two: Shenice’s focus gets shaken when her great-uncle Jack reveals that a

career-ending—and family-name-ruining—crime may have been a setup.
 

Strike three: Broken focus means mistakes on the field. And Shenice’s teammates
are beginning to wonder if she’s captain-qualified.

 
It’s up to Shenice to discover the truth about her family’s past—and fast—before

secrets take the Firebirds out of the game forever.

From Penguin Random House

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1Wj8DybKRw


Small Spaces
by Katherine Arden

After suffering a tragic loss, eleven-year-old Ollie who only finds solace in books
discovers a chilling ghost story about a girl named Beth, the two brothers who

loved her, and a peculiar deal made with “the smiling man”—a sinister specter who
grants your most tightly held wish, but only for the ultimate price.

    Captivated by the tale, Ollie begins to wonder if the smiling man might be real
when she stumbles upon the graves of the very people she’s been reading about

on a school trip to a nearby farm. Then, later, when her school bus breaks down on
the ride home, the strange bus driver tells Ollie and her classmates: “Best get
moving. At nightfall they’ll come for the rest of you.” Nightfall is, indeed, fast

descending when Ollie’s previously broken digital wristwatch begins a startling
countdown and delivers a terrifying message: RUN.

    Only Ollie and two of her classmates heed these warnings. As the trio head out
into the woods—bordered by a field of scarecrows that seem to be watching them
—the bus driver has just one final piece of advice for Ollie and her friends: “Avoid

large places. Keep to small.”
    And with that, a deliciously creepy and hair-raising adventure begins.

From Penguin Random House

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QY5-JvLwz90


The Labors of 
HErcules Beal

by Gary D. Schmidt
Herc Beal knows who he's named after—a mythical hero—but he's no superhero.

He's the smallest kid in his class. So when his homeroom teacher at his new middle
school gives him the assignment of duplicating the mythical Hercules's amazing

feats in real life, he's skeptical. After all, there are no Nemean Lions on Cape Cod—
and not a single Hydra in sight.

Missing his parents terribly and wishing his older brother wasn't working all the
time, Herc figures out how to take his first steps along the road that the great

Hercules himself once walked. Soon, new friends, human and animal, are helping
him. And though his mythical role model performed his twelve labors by himself,

Herc begins to see that he may not have to go it alone.

From Harper Collins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnAM4OkU-FI


The Traitor’s Game
by Jennifer A. Nielsen

Nothing is as it seems in the kingdom of Antora. Kestra Dallisor has spent three years
in exile in the Lava Fields, but that won't stop her from being drawn back into her

father's palace politics. He's the right hand man of the cruel king, Lord Endrick,
which makes Kestra a valuable bargaining chip. A group of rebels knows this all too

well - and they snatch Kestra from her carriage as she reluctantly travels home. The
kidnappers want her to retrieve the lost Olden Blade, the only object that can

destroy the immortal king, but Kestra is not the obedient captive they expected.
Simon, one of her kidnappers, will have his hands full as Kestra tries to foil their plot,

by force, cunning, or any means necessary. As motives shift and secrets emerge,
both will have to decide what - and who - it is they're fighting for.

From Scholastic

http://ew.com/books/2018/02/16/traitors-game-ya-trailer/?utm_campaign=entertainmentweekly&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social


The Bletchley Riddle
by Ruta Sepetys & Steve Sheinkin
This middle grade historical adventure follows two siblings at Bletchley Park, the home of WWII

codebreakers, as they try to unravel a mystery surrounding their mother’s disappearance.

Remember, you are bound by the Official Secrets Act…

Summer, 1940. Nineteen-year-old Jakob Novis and his quirky younger sister Lizzie share a love
of riddles and puzzles. And now they’re living inside of one. The quarrelsome siblings find

themselves amidst one of the greatest secrets of World War II—Britain’s eccentric
codebreaking factory at Bletchley Park. As Jakob joins Bletchley’s top minds to crack the Nazi’s

Enigma cipher, fourteen-year-old Lizzie embarks on a mission to solve the mysterious
disappearance of their mother.

The Battle of Britain rages and Hitler’s invasion creeps closer. And at the same time, baffling
messages and codes arrive on their doorstep while a menacing inspector lurks outside the

gates of the Bletchley mansion. Are the messages truly for them, or are they a trap? Could the
riddles of Enigma and their mother’s disappearance be somehow connected? Jakob and Lizzie

must find a way to work together as they race to decipher clues which unravel a shocking
puzzle that presents the ultimate challenge: How long must a secret be kept?

From Penguin Random House

https://youtube.com/shorts/bdZ3EfbDw7s?si=pSGAMu0hmaQ3lMMG


Awkward
by Svetlana Chmakova

Cardinal rule #1 for surviving school: Don't get noticed by the mean kids.
Cardinal rule #2 for surviving school: Seek out groups with similar interests and

join them.
On her first day at her new school, Penelope--Peppi--Torres reminds herself of
these basics. But when she trips into a quiet boy in the hall, Jaime Thompson,

she's already broken the first rule, and the mean kids start calling her the
"nerder girlfriend." How does she handle this crisis? By shoving poor Jaime and

running away!
Falling back on rule two and surrounding herself with new friends in the art club,

Peppi still can't help feeling ashamed about the way she treated Jaime. Things
are already awkward enough between the two, but to make matters worse, he's

a member of her own club's archrivals--the science club! And when the two
clubs go to war, Peppi realizes that sometimes you have to break the rules to

survive middle school!

From the Publisher

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIo7z5FdDgM


Refugee
by Alan Gratz

JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of
concentration camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other

side of the world. ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her
country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America.

MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and
destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe. All three kids go on

harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers, from
drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And

although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades,
shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89sO3y75hF8


Alone
by MEgan E. Freeman

This harrowing middle grade debut novel-in-verse from a Pushcart Prize–nominated poet
tells the story of a young girl who wakes up one day to find herself utterly alone in her

small Colorado town.

When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret sleepover with her two best
friends, she ends up waking up to a nightmare. She’s alone—left behind in a town that has

been mysteriously evacuated and abandoned.

With no one to rely on, no power, and no working phone lines or internet access, Maddie
slowly learns to survive on her own. Her only companions are a Rottweiler named George

and all the books she can read. After a rough start, Maddie learns to trust her own
ingenuity and invents clever ways to survive in a place that has been deserted and

forgotten.

As months pass, she escapes natural disasters, looters, and wild animals. But Maddie’s
most formidable enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces every day. Can Maddie’s

stubborn will to survive carry her through the most frightening experience of her life?

From Simon and Schuster

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lA-jQYc7tKk

