
North Gwinnett Middle School: 
Connections 101



What are connections classes?
● Connections classes are similar to “specials” in elementary school. They 

are classes that introduce students to subjects outside of the four 
academic areas, and in some cases reinforce or enrich those concepts

● Students in 6th grade do not get choose which connections classes they 
attend WITH THE EXCEPTION of band, chorus, dance, guitar, orchestra, 
and theater.

● Sixth grade students attend 2 connection classes each day (A & B)
● All connection classes are a semester long in 6th grade EXCEPT

band, chorus, guitar, & orchestra are year long classes
● Students receive grades for all connections classes



Performance Connections (student choice)
● Band: woodwinds, brass, percussion 

○ Directors: Travis Downs & Dr. Kevin Johnson
● Chorus: voice

○ Director: Karyn Lewis
● Dance: wide variety of dance/movement/performance

○ Director: Dr. Shelly Collins
● Guitar: guitar 

○ Directors: Caryn Volk & Jacob Moore
● Orchestra: bowed string instruments 

○ Directors: Sarah Ball, Amy Clement & Cathie Hudnall (part time)
● Theater: acting, movement, & production

○ Director: Laura Uchida



Performance Connections 
(student choice)

● Designed to build on each year of study 
● Dance & Theater are semester long in 6th grade, but year 

long in 7th/8th.
● B/C/G/O are year long and begin in 6th grade
● Green information sheets in Friday folder this week 
● Digital form:

○ May select up to TWO options
○ Opens Friday, March 28th @ 5pm
○ Due by April 4th 



How do I sign up?
Your child will bring home a bright 
green sheet with the QR code and 

link to the digital form in their Friday 
folder this week. 

You can also find the form on our 
website under Rising 6th Graders 

information. 
The form opens 5 PM on Friday, 

March 28th, 2025.  



Other Connections:
Randomly assigned

Visual Art/Media Art :

Visual Art: Students will experiment with painting, drawing, sculpture, and 
more, while also learning about art history and contemporary trends.  
Students are encouraged to explore their own interests within each project/ 
topic as they are guided through each lesson. To end each unit, we will self 
reflect and discuss our progress, wins, and goals. 

Media Art: Similar to Visual Art but more Technology driven class - Graphic 
design work, Hybrid - hands on and Technology. 



Other Connections:
Randomly assigned

Beginning Music Technology:
This introductory course invites students to explore the exciting world of digital 
music production. Through hands-on experience with music software and hardware, 
students will learn to create, analyze, and manipulate sound. Topics include digital 
music composition, fundamental music elements, and recording techniques. No 
prior musical experience is required—just a willingness to experiment, be creative, 
and have fun making music!



Other Connections:
Randomly assigned

Computer Science:
The 6th grade Comp Sci is Foundations of Computer Programming.  
Students get exposure to a wide variety of topics including: 
employability skills(such as keyboard skills), Comp Sci career 
exploration, basic coding such as block coding & python 
programming.  Comp Sci is offered in 7th & 8th grade, each course 
offers additional exploration of other computer science topics.



Other Connections Continued:
Foreign Language (French & Spanish):

Health:

Students will learn how to effectively communicate in the target language, and will 
learn of the many countries and cultures that speak each target language. 
**FL class in 6th grade does not determine which language they can choose in 7th or 
8th grades

The Health Education program in grades 6-8 encourages the development of 
physical, mental, social, and emotional health, which will be carried over in the high 
school program. The emphasis in the 6th – 8th grade Health Education program is to 
develop personal health goals and a general understanding of the skills needed to 
live a healthy lifestyle. *Every decision is a health decision in some way.*



Other Connections Continued:
Engineering & Technology Education:

LA Enrichment:

Students learn employability skills, critical thinking and the engineering design 
process through a series of project based learning units. Topics include 3D printing, 
Computer Assisted Design, building and testing structures, robotics, and 
programming.

This class is assigned by administration for students who may 
be experiencing difficulties with reading/comprehension in their academic classes.  
LA Enrichment provides reading instruction on various levels to give students the 
extra support they need to excel in all areas.  We focus on inference and 
comprehension.  Students experience books from all genres in a safe and inviting 
environment.  The small group environment and additional supports allow students 
to improve their reading skills and to apply them across the curriculum.



Other Connections Continued:
Marketing:
This course will ensure that students learn the fundamentals about our 
free enterprise system and how marketing is imperative to our economy. 
Students will gain knowledge about basic marketing concepts, and they 
will develop skills that allow them to use the marketing information 
through project-based instruction. This course will encourage 
entrepreneurial interests and develop entrepreneurial abilities thereby 
fostering the idea of self-employment as an income generating option. 
Students will develop basic personal and social skills through their 
participation in group projects  and their delivery of presentations.



Other Connections Continued:
Math Enrichment:
This class is assigned by administration for students who may need an extra 
boost in their academic math class.  Math Enrichment provides on grade 
level instruction that is often taught as preview for material coming up in 
academic math class.  The small group environment and additional support 
allow students to become more confident mathematicians.  

PE:
Students will explore a variety of team sports and learn about the physical 
and mental health benefits of exercise.   



Other Connections Continued:
STEM (Science Enrichment):

STEM Connections is an integrated class  where we expose students to all 
the areas of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) while 
emphasizing the connections between their content science and real world 
applications.  STEM is a fun, collaborative, hands-on, project-based class 
that incorporates the soft skills employers are looking for (critical thinking, 
collaboration, creativity and communication)



Frequently Asked Questions:
● Can students choose any connection?

● Do students have to choose a performance connection?

● How many performance connections can students choose?

● Are connections classes during the day or after school?

● Are connections classes a semester or year long?

● Is there another opportunity to sign up for b/c/d/g/o/t?

● Other Questions?


