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Lisa Andersen was the Valedictorian of Bellport High School Class of 1968.  She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree from Tufts University, a Ph.D in political science and Certificate from 
the Middle East Institute from Columbia University.  Dr. Anderson is currently the President of 
the American University in Cairo, Egypt. She is a professor of international relations, with 
special expertise in state formation and regime change.    

From 1981 to 1986 Dr. Anderson was an assistant professor of government and social studies at 
Harvard University.  In 1986 Dr. Anderson joined the faculty of Columbia University.  

Dr. Anderson’s research has included work on state formation in the Middle East and North 
Africa; on regime change and democratization in developing countries; and on social science, 
academic research and public policy both in the United States and around the world.  She is the 
author of The State and Social Transformation in Tunisia and Libya, 1830-1980 (1986), co-
editor of The Origins of Arab Nationalism (1991), editor of Transitions to Democracy (1999) 
and author of Pursuing Truth, Exercising Power; Social Science and Public Policy in the 
Twenty-first Century (2003), as well as numerous scholarly articles. 


