ST. ANN’S CHURCH

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 3-30-2025

2013 Gilpin Avenue, Wilmington, Delaware 19806-2213
Tel: (302) 654-5519 « Fax: (302) 654-5527 « Website: www.stannwilmington.com

MASSES

Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 10:30 AM
Monday through Friday 8:00 AM

oJPPC

CONFESSIONS - Saturday, 8:30am-9:30am in the
reconciliation room in the church vestibule.

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. John J. Mink, Pastor
Rev. Eric Frimpong, Associate Pastor
Deacon Matthew Boyer, Esq.

THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE - call the Rectory
at least 12 months in advance. Initial meeting with couple &
St. Ann’s priest required before setting wedding date.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM - Completion of
online parent Baptismal program and compliance with
Godparent eligibility policy is required before setting a
baptism date. Call the rectory for more info.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Open/closings call
302-655-1639, email: adorationchapel.stann@gmail.com,
website: www.stannwilmington.com/parishinformation.
ST.VINCENT DePAUL SOCIETY - Provides emergency
help/assistance to the needy. Call 302-658-9876.

VISITS TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND - can be
arranged on a temporary or regular basis by the homebound
person, an immediate family member or care giver.
PARISH MUSIC PROGRAM - Director: Andrew Trites
Email: atrites@stannwilmington.com

Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays in the Social Hall at 7pm.
Couples being married are to contact the director for an
appointment several months before the wedding date.
PARISH ADVISORY GROUP - Charles Klous, Finance
Council Executive Officer

EMMANUEL DINING ROOM - 8" of each month to
volunteer or give donations contact Clair at 302-893-7182
or clair2413@gmail.com.

ST. ANN SCHOOL age 3-grade 8

2006 Shallcross Ave., Wilmington, DE 19806-2295
Tel: 302-652-6567 Fax: 302-652-1241
https://www.thesaintannschool.org

Ms. Rachael Casey — Principal,
rcasey@thesaintannschool.org

Mrs. Bonnie Tsaldaris — info & admissions
btsaldaris@thesaintannschool.org

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM
Student PREP, First Reconciliation/First Eucharist, contact
Grace Donahue at gdonahue@stannwilmington.com or
302-654-8504.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM (Grade 8)

For info contact Mrs. Lynne Dickinson, Coordinator
mdickinson@thesaintannschool.org

ESTATE PLANNING — We are grateful to parishioners
who have included St. Ann’s in their plans with a legacy gift
in their memory. For more info, contact Patrick Cullen at
302-654-5519 or email pcullen@stannwilmington.com
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 30, 2025

From Fr. Eric: The father’s merciful reaction (Luke 15:20)

The First Reading tells the story of Israel upon entering the
land of Canaan, the Promised Land. The story is sited at
Gilgal and serves as a transition in the lifestyle of the
people. At Gilgal, they celebrated the Passover and the day
after, they begun to eat the produce of the land of Canaan.
This day marked a new beginning for the people of Israel.
From now on however, they would have to till the land and
He was lost and has produce what to eat.
@ been found. ) - )
y* R In a way, this transition marked the end of their desert
wandering and being fed by God in an extraordinary way.
In the entire history of Israel, particularly during their period
in the desert, food played an important role in their relationship with God. The absence of food was the
cause of complaint on many occasions. The abundance of food was seen as a blessing from the Lord,
but it was also the cause of their distancing themselves from God.

In many situations of life, we observe that affluence or the availability of food can cause us to be inward
looking and selfish. The parable of Jesus in the Gospel Reading uses food as the vehicle of the narration.
The time the younger son lived with his father, he lived in comfortable circumstances. He became selfish
and did not see the good the father was doing to him by providing all his needs for him. The decision to
request his part of his inheritance even before the death of his father was a wicked one. His resolution to
separate himself from his father and the rest of his family shows that he had no consideration for his
personal responsibility toward the family. He thought his inheritance would provide him with food for all
his life. He did not realize that he was not experienced in managing wealth properly.

The parable makes it clear the young man came to his senses only because he lacked food. When he
was living an affluent life, he did not have time to reflect on his life. In his want, he realized that his
previous life with his father was a glorious one. In his want, he also realized that his condition was worse
than that of the servants in his father’'s house. Very often we do not realize our good conditions until we
experience a worse situation than what we are used to. We'd expect the young man to reflect on his life
and repent asking for his inheritance while his father was alive. Instead, he compared his life to his
father's servants and seemed unaware of the gravity of his actions. However, his demand for pardon
when he admitted his sins against his father and God, suggests a glimmer of remorse.

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that means
“rejoice.” The father’'s merciful reaction to his prodigal son’s return, despite the son’s squandering of his
inheritance, illustrates God’s love and forgiveness. This unexpected reaction of the father calls for
rejoicing. This parable also challenges the judgmental attitude of scribes and Pharisees, emphasizing the
importance of reaching out to sinners. As we learned from last Sunday’s Gospel, God is always ready to
offer us a second chance to repent and bear fruit. This week, we are making good use of the second
chance given to us by reconciling with our merciful father.

Lent is a time for repentance and forgiveness, recognizing our imperfections and welcoming sinners back
to God. We should extend forgiveness to others and rejoice in their salvation.

“Lord, | accept your offer of reconciliation!”

INTERESTED IN BAPTIZING YOUR CHILD AT ST. ANN’S? There is an online Baptism PREP class
required if you have not taken a class within the last two years. Just visit the “Ascension Press” website
and look for “Belonging.” The cost for the class is $9.95. Once you have taken the class, we can get you
on our baptism calendar. We schedule two baptisms on the 2" and 3" Sundays of each month. For info,
call 302-654-5519 or email stannschurch@stannwilmington.com. 1
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BISHOP KOENIG VISITING ST. ANN’S — Our Chapel of Divine Mercy has been designated as one of
the Jubilee sites for pilgrimages and pious visits within the Diocese of Wilmington until December 28,
2025. Therefore, Bishop Koenig will be here at St. Ann’s NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 6™ to celebrate the
10:30am Mass. For additional information about the Jubilee, please Vvisit the Vatican
website: iubilaeum?2025.va.

PAUSING FOOD DONATIONS IN THE CHURCH VESTIBULE — Our Knights of Columbus Council must
pause collecting food donations at the rear of the church. Please do not leave any food there for the
foreseeable future. We thank everyone for their past generosity and hope to resume collections in the
future. God bless you all. - Msgr. Dewson Council

2025 Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal — “Together in Hope” — Embracing the gospel message, "May
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:13), we invite you to join us in our 2025 Faith and Charity
Catholic Appeal under the theme “Together in Hope.” This Appeal is a call for us to unite in faith, as a
community bound by hope, trusting in God's providence and guided by the Spirit. Just as hope sustains
us through life's challenges, our collective generosity will bring forth abundant blessings for those in need
within our diocese. Your giving is not only a response to the call of Christ but a powerful expression of our
shared hope and solidarity. Let us unite in giving, confident that together we can make a transformative
difference in the lives of thousands. “Together in Hope,” we can achieve more than we ever could alone.
Join the Appeal and be a vital part of the hopeful journey we share in faith and charity. Thank you to
everyone who has pledged to the Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal. Your participation is a beacon of
hope that strengthens our community. If you have not yet participated, please consider doing so today.
Your gift makes a real and lasting impact on the lives of individuals and families across our 12-county
diocese. Pledge envelopes are available in the pews and in the back of church and can be placed in the
offertory baskets. Thank you for your generosity and support. To learn more about the Faith and Charity
Catholic Appeal, visit www.cdow.org; click “Giving” then “Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal.”

Jom @)s)€or

STATIONS OF THE CROSS take place every Friday in Lent at 6pm and
on Good Friday they are at 7pm.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Join us immediately after the 8am Mass every Monday during Lent. We
will reflect on the meaning of the upcoming Sunday’s Gospel. Sessions
will be held in the church on the following Mondays: 3/31, 4/7, & 4/14.
Take some time during your Lenten journey to reflect on the meaning of
the Word of God.

WE NEED YOUR HELP — We are looking for a few good men and women to help our current ushers. We
could use your help to greet the faithful, gather the donations from the collection baskets after Mass, seat
people (when necessary), count the number of the faithful, and help place the gifts in the sacristy after
Mass. Additionally, the ushers are there to help people if someone is in need of assistance. If this is a
way you would like to contribute to our parish, please contact the rectory at 302-654-5519 or
stannschurch@stannwilmington.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We are looking for ten people to get their feet washed during the Holy
Thursday Mass on April 17" at 7pm. If you are interested please call the rectory at 302-654-5519 or
email stannschurch@stannwilmington.com.

RECONCILIATION
MONDAY
APRIL 1 - .
PREPARE YOU&HE?R’"'J

FOR EASTER z.
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Mass-fatentions

**Priests will be saying Mass Intentions
privately for each 6:30am daily mass & the
8am Saturday Mass
Saturday March 29
**8:00 a.m. Rev. Edward M. Aigner (2023)

4:00 p.m. Bruce Faulkner and Sue Ruebens
Sunday March 30
7:30 a.m. Thomas J. Duszak

The Parishioners of St. Ann’s
10:30 a.m.  Robert Straight

John C. Volk, Jr.
Monday March 31
**6:30 a.m. Deacon Edward J. Danko, Sr. (2023)
8:00 a.m. John Carney and Jim Keegan
Tuesday April 1
**6:30 a.m. Mary Doherty
8:00 a.m. Yong Tae Tae
Wednesday April 2 St. Francis of Paola
**6:30 A.M. Charles and Elizabeth McKinney
8:00 A.M. The Coyne and Keegan Family

Georgina Sheing, Henry & Janet Salacki

Thursday April 3
**6:30 a.m. Msgr. John A. Lyons (1916)
8:00 a.m. Kathy Godley
Friday April 4 St. Isidore
**6:30 a.m. Rev. Stephen J. Connell (2011)
8:00 a.m. Henry, Theresa, and Paul Deptula
Saturday April 5 St. Vincent Ferrer
**8:00 a.m. Rev. Hilary R. Rodgers (2020)

4:00 p.m. Tommy Smith and Pat McLaughlin
Sunday April 6
7:30 a.m. John R. Dougherty

The Parishioners of St. Ann’s
10:30 a.m.  Kathy Eckrich
Pray for the sick and elderly of our Parish

Offertory for the weekend of March 16" was
$9,209. As always, thank you very much for
your support!!

PLEASE DON’T FORGET US!!! Parish Giving
is available for Online Offertory Giving — Visit
our website and click the Parish Giving Button.

Hospital Visitations — Make sure to email the
Rectory at stannschurch@stannwilmington.com
or call 302-654-5519 if you are in the hospital and
would like the rectory to know.

Need to register for St. Ann’s? Visit our website
www.stannwilmington.com, print the form and
drop it off at the rectory or email it back to us.

ST. ANN’S PRAYER LINE - to place a name on
the prayer line contact Susana Saldivar at
susana.saldivarl@gmail.com or 302-824-0161.

Give to St. Ann Church by scanning a QR Code:
Y E St. Ann Catholic School

SCHOOL NEWS - Congratulations to our
school Science Olympiad Teams! Our middle
school teams attended the annual statewide
Science Olympiad competition on Saturday,
March 15" and medaled in 18 of the 24 events,
winning 43 medals overalll We are so proud!
Thank you to all of the volunteer coaches, most
especially Julie Dugan and Mike Johnson!

Fourth Sunday of Lent — In today’s Gospel the
prodigal son repents and finds mercy in the heart
of his father. Know that your penance during Lent
can give the poor the grace of finding the merciful
heart of God the Father. Your gift to the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul becomes a sign of
God’s love to those who are suffering and you
give them reason to believe and to trust. You
may place a donation in the Society of Poor
Box. You can also donate through the parish
website:
https://www.stannwilmington.com/support,
the Parish Giving portal:
https://www.parishgiving.org/index, and
Venmo @StAnnWilmingtonSVDP-Society.
Thank you!

12™ ANNUAL LIEUTENANT JOSEPH
SZCZERBA MEMORIAL 5K - Join us on
Thursday, April 10" at Abessinio Stadium to run
or walk this 5K. The Szczerba 5K is a touchstone
community event, drawing runners and walkers
from across the region to celebrate the memory of
Lt. Joseph Szczerba '85, and to support the
scholarship that bears his name at Salesianum
School. This family-friendly 5k features ample
parking, a great course, great food, great prizes, a
huge crowd, and, above all else, a great cause.
To register please visit the following website:
https://runsignup.com/Race/DE/Wilmington/LtJos
ephSzczerbaMemorialK

3
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basement waterproofing
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Welecome
to Our Church!

S A

STOP ASK

support

< SPONSORS .

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery \:lg All Saints Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Avenue - / 6001 Kirkwood Highway
302-656-3323 b [d 302-737-2524
Catholic Cemeteries Diocese of Wilmington

CA‘.l'Iml.NG MEATS - MARKET
4723 Kirkwood Highway
Wilmington, DE 19808
(302) 994-4467
wWww. BACHETTIS.CcOM

In Sure and Certain Hope
From Christenings
to Weddings, and
i i American
all the holidays in + Bt s

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

Ask #WHATSMYNAME BeroRe You GET IN A RIDE SHARE

between, you can -
rely on Bachetti’s
Award-Winning

Catering Team

Make a Difference in Your Community

forallof 1es | JOLUNTEER
Celebrations.
WINNER! with the American Red Cross

Best of Delaware &
Reader’s Choice/ First State

ookt Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Oaa

RIGHTWAY
WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

(215) 427-1727

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1987 4] d

M I

MATCH INFORM

Ryan Mahalsky
Church Bulletin Representative
I’m here to help your business
be noticed!

rmahalsky@jppc.net
908-392-4240
www.jppcadvertising.com

9z

; JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.

Advertise your busmess
in the Church Bulletin

¢ In print, online and interactive app
¢ Reaches parish families and visitors each week

¢ Constant presence keeps a strong link between
you and customers

* Well-read publication - a trusted source

o Affordable Advertising - local, targeted to community

302 St. Ann, Wilmington, DE ()

John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 (www.jppc.net)
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FUN MES

5 Generations of Family Leadership
Funeral & Cremation

CREMATION SERVICE

Planning & Preplanning OF DELAWARE
519 Philadelphia Pike . .
2509 Limestone gggdﬁ SXV;léglsngton DE 19808 W]']mjngton, DE 19809 Seerng Since 1946

703 North Broom Street o Wllmmgton, DE 19080
302-652-5913

www.MealeyFuneralHomes.com

(302) 762-0334
Simple ~ Economical ~ Dignified

RESKOVITZ

302-999-9455

& StateFarm®

Connie Barba Ins Agcy Inc
Connie Barba, Agent

9B Trolley Square
Wilmington, DE 19806-3352
Bus 302 429 0300

Fax 302 429 5902
connie.barba.j658 @statefarm.com

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

KELLY'S
e 10GAN 98
Housg

* New Kitchen
- Best Hot Sandwiches in Town
Bar Open 11 AM until 1 AM

1701 Delaware Ave.

652-9493

DAVEY

Proven Solutions for a Growing World

Tree, Shrub and
Lawn Professionals

302-475-0466

WWW. davey com

""- " C@MPASS

Vince Garman, REALTOR®
Parishioner

vince.garman@compass.com
302-502-0274

Gift Baskets

DOHERTY

652-6811

www.dohertyfh.com

Floral
Arrangements
Catering for
Every Occasion
Sympathy Dinners

3801 Kennett Pike
Greenville, DE

302 / 654-9941

www.janssensmarket.com

HARVEY ROAD
AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

1004 West 25th Street
Wilmington, DE 19802

654-7500
Specializing in Honda & Toyota

“Serving the Area .S.‘nce 1981”

$500 off for Parishioners

SAT « ACT « HSPT
302-478-4343

@Huntmgton

Better Grades
and
Tutoring Available
Tutoring at St. Ann School
During the Day for
Reading, Math & Homework

LEARNING ™ CENTER’

400 Old Forge Ln #406
Kennett Square, PA 19348

' Dr.Connie Greeley
(484) 346-7846
www.greeleyortho.com

n

Parishioner

Healthy
Smiles

of Delaware, P.A.

Patrick F. Sweeney, I1I, DMD

302-658-7200

Fax: 302-658-7500

1700 N. Rodney Street
First Floor
Wilmington, DE 19806

www.healthysmilesofdelaware.com

DBasos
Florist

SINCE 1900

(302) 655-6701

Free Delivery
for local online orders*

www.dibiasosflorist.com

Quolity, Service & Dedication Since 1996

Wilmington
sately

Jack Matthews, President

catholicmatch’
Delaware

ansi/osha approved equipment

866-992-4200 t
302-652-0522 - 302-652-1352

3101 Lancaster Ave., Wilmington, DE 19805
sales@wilmintonsafety.com
Jimatth3@gmail.com
www.wilmingtonsafety.com

MALLORY’S
ARMY °®

Foundationn

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

& Message and data rates may apply.
—

www.NaturesCallLandscaping.com 302.777.7767

Natures Call

Landscape - Hardscape « Lawn
Elegant outdoor living...by design |

CatholicMatch.com/
dateDE

Sponsors can offer
promotions, discoun\
and/or up-to-date contact

information to the

ENTIRE community

. notonly Parishioners, can
F A B E R access realtime offers

Q

ANYONE in the community,

(%;1 their favorite sponsors  [m]
t0'save, share & support

302 St. Ann,Wilmington, DE (b)

John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 (www.jppc.net)
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