
D.H.S. / D.R.S. / PRE-E.T.S
What does it all mean? 
How does it affect me?



ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

• Illinois created IDHS in 1997, to provide our state's residents with streamlined access to 
integrated services, especially those who are striving to move from welfare to work 
and economic independence, and others who face multiple challenges to self-
sufficiency.



ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

• Created to: 
Help families provide for their basic needs. 

Medical Insurance
Food Stamps (SNAP, Link, EBT)
Childcare



ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

Is Empathy the only reason the State of Illinois created DHS and uses both Federal and 
State Tax Dollars to support those in need? 

NO!
The Economics make sense! It comes down to Tax Dollars. By helping folks live and work 

independently, they are more likely to become tax payers.



STATE OF ILLINOIS

• DHS is funded by both state and federal 
dollars. Currently Illinois budgets over $50 
Billion to provide services. 

• The issue for the agencies is not the money 
but how to get it in the hands of those who 
qualify. 



ILLINOIS DHS - DIVISION OF REHABILITATION SERVICES 
(DRS)

D.R.S. is a division of DHS. 

DHS's Division of Rehabilitation Services is the state's lead agency serving individuals 
with disabilities. DRS works in partnership with people with disabilities and their families 
to assist them in making informed choices to achieve full community participation 
through employment, education, and independent living opportunities.



Our closest DHS – DRS Office is in Belleville
601 S. High Street



WHO ARE THE PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES – THEY SERVE?

NOT JUST 
PEOPLE WITH 

DOWN 
SYNDROME 
OR AUTISM!



NOT JUST 
PEOPLE IN 

WHEEL-
CHAIRS!

WHO ARE THE PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES – THEY SERVE?



NOT JUST 
PEOPLE WHO 
ARE DEAF OR 

BLIND!

WHO ARE THE PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES – THEY SERVE?



WHO IS A PERSON WITH A 
DISABILITY? 

The (ADA) American’s with Disabilities' Act Is a Federal Law that defines a person with a disability as a person who has a physical or 
mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activity. This only includes people who have a record of such an 
impairment. 

Essentially, do you have a medical or school diagnosis of a disability (504 or IEP)? 
• Medical Disability (Diabetes, Anxiety, Depression, ADHD)
• Learning (Math, Reading, Writing, ADHD)
• Physical (Spina bifida, 1-Arm) 

If so, you would also qualify as being a person with a disability. 



#1 GOAL OF  DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION

GET INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILTIES WORKING – Vocational Rehabilitation (VR)



TO GET CLIENTS WORKING, DRS BELIEVES: 
1. Obtaining a High School Education is Important. 
2. They must promote and teach Self-Advocacy.
3. They must support some working experience. 
4. They must provide assistance to obtain additional training or education after high school. 
5. The skills necessary to work and live independently can be learned. 

DRS currently serve about 20,000 
graduating Illinois High School Seniors 
each year through contracts with schools!

OTHS has a contract with DHS-DRS. We 
have expanded our program to try to 
connect as many students with DRS as we 
can.

It is estimated that only 1/5 eligible 
students are getting served in Illinois. 



OTHS’ 
CURRENT VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION COUNSELOR

TRACY WILLIAMS – From Belleville Office

She can be reached at: (618) 235-5721.



WHY IS A PERSON AT OTHS CONTACTING YOU 
ABOUT THIS?

1. We want to provide Pre-Employment Transition Services and are required by law 
(IDEA & WIOA). 

2. DRS has funding available to schools to provide these Transition Services. For those 
funds, our requirement is to direct families to services available to them. 

3. By connecting Students with DRS now, they are less likely to fall through the cracks 
and not get support afforded to them after high school.

4. We want our students better prepared for employment, education, and 
independence in adult life. 



WHAT IS PRE-ETS AT OTHS?
PRE-EMPLOYMENT TRANSITION SERVICES

• Assist students in developing desirable work habits, 
and realistic career goals!

• Provide an opportunity for students to explore 
careers.

• Offer meaningful work experience through on-the-
job school credit.

• Encourage students to develop social and personal 
skills needed to maintain employment. 

• We, promote the Goals of DRS to students enrolled 
in the program. 



WHAT DOES PRE-ETS LOOK LIKE AT 
O’FALLON TOWNSHIP HS?

• At OTHS, in partnership with DHS-DRS, we offer a Special Education Cooperative Education Program that 
helps students with disabilities:

• Explore career interests through job exploration counseling
• Gain real-world experience through work-based learning opportunities
• Develop skills for postsecondary education by learning about college programs, training options, and support 

services
• Build workplace readiness by practicing job interview techniques, creating resumes, and understanding employer 

expectations
• Strengthen self-advocacy skills by learning about individual rights, responsibilities, and how to request 

accommodations
• Demonstrate employability skills in real and simulated work environments
• Learn how to write resumes, apply for jobs, and use online tools for applying or looking for employment.
• Understand the challenges of independent living as young adults
• Develop a personal career and life plan tailored to their strengths and goals

How is it done?



COOPERATIVE EDUCATION
COURSE DESCRIPTION



WORK PLACEMENT FOR CO-OP 
WORK EXPERIENCE

• The instructors do their best to help students secure competitive employment 
or a find a location to volunteer for work experience. However, it will require 
participation, effort, and a great attitude about the job searching process. 
All students will have until the last day of August to secure employment on 
their own or may need to drop the work experience portion of the course. 
While, the Co-Op teacher will assist and help, the student is ultimately 
responsible for obtaining work placement.



WHY WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED 
IN OPENING A CASE WITH DRS? 

• When a student with a case open graduates high school, the DRS office can 
provide on-going support to you as an adult in the form of vocational 
training services, and money for training or college.

DRS is paying for college (Up to 2 years of schooling, books, and fees), if you 
qualify. (Community College Initiative - https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=52046)

• Have a DRS case opened.
• Have a 2.0 GPA
• Enroll and attend College or Vocational School

#1 Reason Students Open a 
Case, even if you don’t take 

Co-Op your Senior Year. 


