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Running Start
Agenda:

• How does Running Start work?

• Who should consider Running Start?

• Running Start information packet

• Steps to enroll



What is Running Start?

Running Start is a program that allows 11th 

and 12th grade students to take college 

courses at a community or technical college.

• High school and college credits

• Classes are at the college

• Taught by college instructors

• Full-time or part-time

• College level placement required for 

tuition free enrollment

• Different than College in the High School 

(CHS), CTE Dual Credit, and AP



What is Running Start?

❖Tuition-free: traditionally up to 15 
credits, now up to 18 or even 21

❖Families incur some costs: 
textbooks, class fees, parking, 
courses under 100 level

❖Summer classes have not been 
tuition-free in the past, though some 
exceptions now exist.

❖Transportation is not provided to the 
college.

❖ Students must maintain good 
standing in GPA.



Running Start: 
What classes do students take?

❖High school counselors

❖High school graduation 
requirements

❖Course equivalencies

 Example: Civics at GP = 
Political Science 202 at EvCC

❖College advisor

❖College goals



Course Equivalencies



College vs. High 

School Credits

5 = 1 • One 5 credit college class is equivalent to 1 

credit at the high school.  For example, if you 

take English 101 (5 credits) at the community 

college that will count for the entire year of 

English 11 at the high school.



Semesters vs. 
Quarters

• GP has two semesters → 

3 high school credits per semester =

6 high school credits per year

• Running Start has three quarters → 

15 college credits / 3 high school 

credits per quarter = 

45 college credits / 9 high school 

credits per year



Credits and Schedules
Fall Winter Spring

English 101 (5) US History 146 Physics 101

Math 141 Spanish 123 Art 101

Elective Math 142 Elective

High School Credits Earned 3 3 3

Semester 1 Semester 2

English 11 A English 11 B

Physics A Physics B

Precalculus A Precalculus B

US History A US History B

Spanish 3 A Spanish 3 B

Elective A Elective B

High School Credits Earned 3 3

Sample 

Running Start 

Schedule at a 

college with

15 credits per 

quarter

Sample GP 

Schedule 

Junior Year



Which colleges do GP students attend?

Everett 
Community 

College

Ocean Research 
College Academy 

(ORCA) 
through EvCC

Cascadia College

Edmonds 
Community 

College

Lake Washington 
Institute of 
Technology

Bellevue College





ORCA - Ocean Research College Academy @EvCC

ORCA is an early college 

academy for high school students, 

who can earn up to two years of 

college credit while completing 

their high school education. Most 

students graduate with an 

associate degree in addition to a 

high school diploma. 

ORCA Program Information Sessions (Blue Heron Room at the Port of 

Everett Waterfront Center).

•Thursday, April 17, 2025 @ 6:00-7:30 pm.





Running Start Placement

Students should place into college level English and/or Math

Placing into English 101 predicts that students are academically ready to take 
college level courses

Each college has placement options

Please review the placement requirements at each college you are 
considering



Running Start Enrollment 
Verification Form 

(RSEVF)

• Your RSEVF is completed with your high school 

counselor EVERY quarter you attend Running 

Start.

• It is your responsibility to schedule an 

appointment with your counselor to complete 

your RSEVF at least 7 days before your 

registration date.

• Your registration will be blocked each quarter 

until you submit your RSEVF.



How many classes can Running Start

students take?*

*This table (found in the course equivalency chart) is out of date (students now have access to more credits – 

see RSEVF), but it is still helpful to know what used to be considered a full schedule.



Is Running 
Start right for 

you?

Are you excited about academic 

challenges?

What are your goals in taking college 

classes?

What are your post high school plans?

Are you comfortable with new and 

diverse situations?

Are you an independent learner?



Final 
Thoughts 

to 
Consider

• Register for GP classes until you are a registered Running Start 

student.

• Social life – will you miss your high school relationships?

• Academic rigor – are you ready?

• Maturity and Independence

• Cost of books, fees, parking, transportation

• Conflict with high school schedules and holiday breaks

• Quarters vs. Semesters

• Availability of required courses

• Stay connected to GP through the GP Weekly Bulletin, 

StudentSquare, and the GP Website
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