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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR VOTING MEETING HELD ON MARCH 20, 2025 
 

I.​ CALL TO ORDER 
 
          Cindy Cook, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II.​ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
III.​ ROLL CALL 
 
​ Present: 

Cindy Cook, President 
Terri Ellinwood, Secretary 
Tom Karczewski, Member 
Susan Smith, Treasurer 
Carla Schriver, Member 
Dr. Donna Nugent, Superintendent 
Tony Giglio, Solicitor 
Gary Ceccarelli, Business Manager 
Joyce Depenhart, Director of Student Services 
Mary Beth Leeman, Special Education Compliance Director 
Doug Rowe, High School Principal 
Tom House, Middle School Principal 
Josh Ginther, Middle School Assistant Principal 
Bryan Fabyanic, Central Elementary Principal 
Jonell Egan, Central Elementary Assistant Principal 
Chad Thomas, Big Beaver Principal 
John Cleckley, Technology Director 
Chris Posset, Director of Physical Plant  
Absent: 
Ronald Miller, Vice President 
Michele Manno, Member 
Darcelle Slappy, Member 
Kayla Stevenson, Member 
Dave Woods, High School Assistant Principal 

 IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

​ Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Carla Schriver that the    
          Board approve the minutes of the Regular Voting Meeting held on February 20,  

2025. 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 V. APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR PAYMENT 
 
​ Motion was made by Tom Karczewski and seconded by Carla Schriver that the  

Board approve the following bills for payment: 

General Fund for February 2025 - $3,064,910.85​  

​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
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 VI. FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Carla Schriver that the Board 
approve the following financial reports: 
 
Treasurer’s Report –February 2025 

          Budget Recap –February 2025 
 ​ Student Activities Fund-January 2025 and February 2025 

                         ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

VII. CORRESPONDENCE​  

         The Board received a Thank You card from Christian Assembly stating that this 
         past Free Christmas Day Dinner/Outreach was their last.  
 
VIII. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT​ ​ ​ ​   ​  

1.​ PERSONNEL 

A.  Resignation 

     1. Mr. Jason Wallace has submitted his resignation as a para-professional  
                   at Central Elementary School effective March 10, 2025.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Terri Ellinwood 
​ that the Board approve Jason Wallace's resignation as a  
         para-professional at Central Elementary School effective March 10,  
         2025.  

 
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
​ 2. Mr. Doug Biega has submitted his resignation as Assistant Jr. High Track 
​     Coach effective immediately. 
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Carla Schriver and seconded by Terri  

Ellinwood that the Board approve Doug Biega's resignation as  
Assistant Jr. High Track Coach effective immediately. 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
​ 3. Ms. Alana Cleckley has submitted her resignation as Assistant Track  
​     Coach effective immediately.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Tom Karczewski 

that the Board approve Alana Cleckley's resignation as Assistant  
Track Coach effective immediately.  
 

Motion was passed unanimously. 
​ ​  
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4. Ms. Monica Miles has submitted her resignation as Assistant Cheer Coach  
             effective immediately.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Terri Ellinwood 

         that the Board approve Monica Miles' resignation as Assistant Cheer  
         Coach effective immediately.  

  
Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

          B. Retirement 

    1. Mr. Ronald Thomas has submitted his letter of intent to retire as Social Studies and     
       Driver's Education teacher effective June 4th, 2025 with 28 years of service with   
       the District.  

 
MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Carla Schriver 

         that the Board approve Ronald Thomas' retirement as Social Studies and     
         Driver's Education teacher effective June 4th, 2025 with 28 years of  
         service with the District. ​ ​  
 
​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

2. Mr. Raymond Carter has submitted his letter of intent to retire as   
    Middle School Guidance Counselor effective June 4th, 2025 with 31    

              years of service with the District.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Terri Ellinwood 

         that the Board approve Raymond Carter's retirement as Middle School   
         Guidance Counselor effective June 4th, 2025 with 31 years of service with  
         the District.  

​ ​  
​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
C.   Appointments    

      1. The BOE recommends appointing Mr. Steve Wellendorf as Director of 
 Student Services at a salary of $110,000.00 per Act 93 Agreement, effective  
 May 12, 2025. 

 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Susan Smith 
                            that the Board approve Mr. Steve Wellendorf as Director of Student   
                            Services at a salary of $110,000.00 per Act 93 Agreement, effective  

         May 12, 2025. 
 
​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
2. The BOE recommends appointing Mrs. Jenny Barnes as Special Education  
    Compliance Director at a salary of $93,000.00, per Act 93 Agreement, effective  
    July 1, 2025. 
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MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Tom Karczewski 
                            that the Board approve Jenny Barnes as Special Education Compliance   
                            Director at a salary of $93,000.00, per Act 93 Agreement, effective  

        July 1, 2025. 
 
​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

​    
3. The Athletic Director recommends appointing Ms. Taylor Boulding as 
    the 7th Grade Volleyball Coach at a salary of $1,600.00 effective the   
    2024/2025 school year. ​ 
 
​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Susan Smith that                 
                   the Board approve Taylor Boulding as the 7th Grade Volleyball Coach  
                   at a salary of $1,600.00 effective the 2024/2025 school year.  
 

Motion was passed unanimously. 
​  

4. The Athletic Director recommends appointing Mr. Brian Damaska as the  
    7th/8th Grade Assistant Track Coach at a salary of $1,550.00 effective  

  ​     the 2024/2025 school year.​  
 

MOTION 
 
​ ​ Motion was made by Carla Schriver and seconded by Terri Ellinwood  

         that the Board approve Brian Damaska as the 7th/8th Grade Assistant   
         Track Coach at a salary of $1,550.00 effective the 2024/2025 school year.​  
 
​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

5. The Athletic Director recommends appointing Mrs. Maria Stevenson as 
    Assistant Cheer Coach at a salary of $1,700.00 effective the 2024/2025 
    school year.  
 
​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Carla Schriver that  
                   the Board approve Maria Stevenson as Assistant Cheer Coach at a salary  
                   of $1,700.00 effective the 2024/2025 school year.  
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
6. The Athletic Director recommends appointing Maria Stevenson as the 7th/8th  
    Grade Assistant Cheer Coach at a salary of $650.00 effective the 2024/2025 school       
    year.  
 
​ ​ MOTION 
 

 ​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Carla Schriver that  
                            the Board approve Maria Stevenson as the 7th/8th Grade Assistant   
                            Cheer Coach at a salary of $650.00 effective the 2024/2025 school year.  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
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7. The Athletic Director recommends appointing Mr. Quadir Thomas as   
    Assistant Track Coach at a salary of $1,750.00 effective the 2024/2025  

              school year.  
​ ​ ​  

MOTION 
 
​ ​ Motion was made by Carla Schriver and seconded by Terri Ellinwood  that  
                   the Board approve Mr. Quadir Thomas as Assistant Track Coach at a salary  
                   of $1,750.00 effective the 2024/2025 school year.  
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
      D. Leave of Absence 

​ 1. John Tisdale is requesting a Family and Medical Leave of Absence to  
             be used intermittently until July 8, 2025.  
​  

MOTION 
​ ​  

Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Carla Schriver that   
the Board approve John Tisdale's Family and Medical Leave of Absence to   
be used intermittently until July 8, 2025. 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
2. Ryan Houk is requesting unpaid leave days for February 24, 2025, March 4   
    (½ day) and March 5, 2025 (½ day).     

 
​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Susan Smith that   
                   the Board approve Ryan Houk's request for unpaid leave days for February  

24, 2025, March 4 (½ day) and March 5 , 2025 (½ day). 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

                                                             
​ 3. Carrie Witter is requesting unpaid leave days for February 24, 26,  
​     27, 2025 and March 4, 2025.​  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Carla Schriver that  

the Board approve Carrie Witter's request for unpaid leave days for  
February 24, 26, 27, 2025 and March 4, 2025.​  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

​ ​       ​  
       E. Substitute Nurse Salary 
 
​      The Administration recommends increasing the substitute nurse daily  
​      salary rate to $200.00 per day. 
 

MOTION 
 
​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Carla Schriver that  

the Board approve increasing the substitute nurse daily salary rate to  
$200.00 per day. 
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​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

        F. Additions to the 2024/2025 Instructional Substitute List 

       The Administration recommends approving the additions to the 2024/2025 
       Instructional Substitute List.  
 
​ ​ MOTION 

Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Susan Smith that  
the Board approve the additions to the 2024/2025 Instructional Substitute  
List. 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

  
2. FIELD TRIP REQUESTS 
 

A.​ Mrs. Leah Wildman and Mrs. Lisa Markle are requesting permission to take 23 
students to Franklin Regional School District for a Hispanic Flamenco Ballet 
where they will experience authentic Spanish dance on Monday, March 24, 2025.  

 
B.​ Ms. Ingrid Godfrey is requesting permission to take 10 students to Brady's Run 

Park for a Junior Envirothon Competition where students will compete against 
other schools in Beaver County to show their knowledge in 5 different categories 
on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 

 
C.​ Mrs. Jodi Cobb, Mr. Josh Maruca, Mrs. Michelle Micija, Mrs. Jamie Dando, and 

Mrs. Teresa Randza are requesting permission to take 60 Link Crew Leaders and 
National Honor Society members to Geneva College for the Special Olympics 
where students will help out and serve as "buddies" for the athletes on Friday, 
April 4, 2025.  

 
D.​ Mrs. Stefanie Pyle and Mrs. Cindy Reda are requesting permission to take 8 

students to Penn State Beaver for 5th and 6th grade Battle of the Books on 
Wednesday, May 7, 2025.  

 
E.​ Mrs. Pyle is requesting permission to take 2 students to Central Valley High 

School for the 34th Annual Sixth Grade Spelling Bee on Wednesday, May 14, 
2025.  

 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Carla Schriver that  
the Board approve the above field trip requests on dates and at locations  
listed.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 3. BEAVER VALLEY INTERMEDIATE UNIT 2025/2026 BUDGET 

​ The Administration recommends adoption of the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit  
​ 2025/2026 Budget in the amount of $2,340,106.00. 
​ ​ ​  

MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Tom Karczewski that  
the Board approve adopting the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit  
2025/2026 Budget in the amount of $2,340,106.00. 
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Motion was passed unanimously. 

 4. CYBER SERVICES AGREEMENT 

​ The Administration recommends approval of the Cyber Services Agreement for  
​ online curriculum for the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit for 2025-2030. 
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Tom Karczewski 
that the Board approve the Cyber Services Agreement for online 
curriculum for the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit for 2025-2030. 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
5. VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL CTE PROGRAM 
 
​ The Administration recommends approval for Christopher Norge to attend the  
​ Vocational Agricultural CTE program in the Mohawk Area School District for the  
​ 2025-2026 school year as per mandated by school code.  
 

MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Carla Schriver that 
the Board approve Christopher Norge to attend the Vocational Agricultural 
CTE program in the Mohawk Area School District for the 2025-2026 school 
year as per mandated by school code.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
 6. ENERGY SAVING PROJECTS 
 
​ The Administration recommends approving SiteLogic IQ as the Energy Service  

Company (ESCo) to perform an Investment Grade Audit (IGA) for the Big Beaver 
Falls Area School District to develop energy saving projects for consideration for  
the district.   

 
MOTION 

 
Motion was made by Carla Schriver and seconded by Susan Smith that the 
Board approveSiteLogic IQ as the Energy Service Company (ESCo) to 
perform an Investment Grade Audit (IGA) for the Big Beaver Falls Area 
School District to develop energy saving projects for consideration for the 
district.   
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
7. DISTRICT'S K-12 GUIDANCE PLAN (PDE 339 PLAN) 
 

The Administration recommends the approval of the District's K-12 Guidance Plan 
(PDE 339 Plan) for the 2025-2028 school years.  This comprehensive plan is  
designed to enhance student success through career readiness, academic ​

​ achievement, and social-emotional learning.   
 
​ ​ MOTION 

 
I move the Board approve/disapprove the District's K-12 Guidance Plan 
(PDE 339 Plan) for the 2025-2028 school years.  This comprehensive plan 
is designed to enhance student success through career readiness, 
academic achievement, and social-emotional learning.   
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​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

IX. SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

An Executive Session was held on March 13, 2025, after the Discussion Meeting, to  
discuss personnel matters. 

X. STUDENT BOARD MEMBER'S REPORT-ADYSON HIWILLER 
 
    Anaya Whitaker and Braiden Hunter were the February BFHS Students of the Month while  
    Frank Myers and Anthony Moore were selected for March. 
    Derrick Wilder is the Rotary Club Student of the Month, while Jaleaha Glover and Aniyah            
    Harris are the Lions Club Students of the Month.  
    The Beaver Falls Bocce team made it to the 1st round of Playoffs at the Hopewell High  
    School on Friday, February 14th.  The Bocce team played against Central Valley, team 1 and  
    lost by 1 point in the Golden Frame.  Our second match was against Central Valley, team 2   
    and BF won by three points, which placed Beaver Falls in 3rd place (out of 6 teams) for  
    Beaver County North Division. 
    The High School is excited to have had eight students participating in the Shakespeare  
    Monologue Contest in conjunction with the Education Department of the Trust Arts   
    Organization.   
    They were:   
​ -Sam Gibson 
​ -Sam Haas 
​ -Jazmyne McCaughtry 
​ -Avery Miller  
​ -Maddie Musguire 
​ -Persephone Pangikas-Miller 
​ -Kash Stevenson 
​ -Sa'Myah Thompkins  
    Mrs. Gaul reports that Sam Haas, Kash Stevenson and Avery Miller made Honorable      
    Mention which is remarkable as they only take five candidates from each level.  Sam Haas   
    Just missed being moved on to finalist.  
    BFHS's spring production of Tuck Everlasting opens next week.  65 students are involved in  
    this year's production, from cast members, crew, spotlights, set painting and orchestra pit.   
    We hope that you are able to join us next weekend as the cast takes you to Treegap, New   
    Hampshire in 1893.  It is a magical show filled with singing, beautiful dancing, and a  
    magical spring! 
    On March 4th, 16 of our top students were inducted into Beaver Falls High School National     
    Honor Society.  Mrs. Micija would like to thank all of the administration and school board  
    who participated and attended.  
    The Athletic Department reports that spring sports are in full swing, baseball, softball, boys  
    and girls track and boys tennis.  Also, congratulations goes out to Gabe Lilly on a great  
    wrestling season.  Gabe finished his high school career with 100+ wins, a section  
    championship and a 4th place finish in the PIAA Championships.   
    Last week, Senior Breyonna Pugh won second place overall and a $200 prize at the Merrick  
    Art Gallery's Annual Beaver County Senior Art Show.  BFHS Seniors Eliot Bestor, Joe Dejeu,  
    Alexis Dunn, and Sincere Freeman also participated in the competition.  
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    Last month, sophomore Titus Austin and juniors Isaac Miller and Lily McClester were all  
    selected for PMEA District Band.  District Band features the director's recommended  
    musicians from high schools across Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and Mercer Counties.  The  
    students rehearsed non-sop Thursday through Saturday, and put together a fantastic  
    concert at the end of the festival.  
    McClester and Miller then went on to successfully audition for PMEA Region Band.  Region     
    Band is an honors ensemble featuring all of PMEA District 5 (Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and  
    Mercer County) schools as well as PMEA District 1 (Allegheny, Fayette, Greene, Washington  
    and Westmoreland county) schools.  This is Lily's second year in a row making region band,  
    and Isaac's first time.  It is also the first time in many years that we have had two band   
    students to progress this far in the audition process.  
    Mr. Goode proudly reports that Isaac Miller successfully auditioned for the PMEA All-State   
    Concert Band.  Isaac is one of only two students in Beaver County that qualified for the  
    All-State ensemble.  This is the first time in 20 years that a Beaver Falls Band student has  
    qualified for All-State.   
    Looking ahead, in April, Riverside High School will be hosting County Band, which is an  
    honors ensemble made up of the strongest musicians in Beaver County.  Students   
    representing Beaver Falls this year from the high school will be Lily McClester, Isaac Miller,  
    Chloe Paolucci, Maddison Musguire, Xavier Bacon, Reina King, Sam Gibson, and Avery  
    Moran.  
    Ms. Manno reports that five students from YAP were recently trained to be Peer Generation  
    Leaders.  BFHS now has 11 students who are Peer Generation Leaders.  
    Ninth graders, David Brandyburg, Avery Miller and Persephone Pangikas-Miller traveled to  
    Greenville High School to perform in the PMEA District 5 Junior Chorus Festival.  In addition,  
    sophomore Aubri Wright, juniors Samuel Haas and Jordan Jesseman, and senior Miles  
    Darrington, traveled to Rochester Area High School to participate in the PMEA District 5  
    Chorus Festival.  We are excited to share that Sam qualified in second place in his section  
    as a Bass 1 and earned a spot at the PMEA Region 1 Chorus Festival at Waynesburg  
    University.  Sam auditioned for Pennsylvania All-State Chorus last night, and we are   
    currently awaiting his results.  
      
XI. NEW BUSINESS 
 
      Discussed community block Grant application for middle school elevator repair and  
      high school LGI lighting. ​  
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
       Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Carla Schriver that  
       the Board adjourn at 7:34 p.m.  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​                    _____________________ 

                                                      ​           Terri Ellinwood, Secretary 

 TE/kms 
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Joyce Depenhart  

Director of Student Services  

Big Beaver Falls Area School District  

____________________________________________________

To: Dr. Donna Nugent, Superintendent  

Date: March 20, 2025  

Re: 2024/2025 School Year Instructional/Non-Instructional Substitutes  

        and Bus & Van Driver List  

______________________________________________________

Board approval for the 2024-2025 School Year  

   

      LONG-TERM HIGH SCHOOL SUB  

Celeste Gabauer   

 Joseph Verbosky  

 

 COLLEGE STUDENT SUB  

Michelle Rosell  

       Patrick Schoeneweis  

 

    PARA-PROFESSIONAL 

 

Nicole Androlia (pending receipt of clearances) 

         SECRETARY SUB  

       ​   ​            ​Sue Walsnovich (pending receipt of clearances)  
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