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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

TRUSTEE’S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

The trustees present their annual report together with the financial statements and auditor's reports of the
charitable company for the period 1st September 2023 to 31st August 2024. The Trustees confirm that the
Annual report and financial statements of the academy comply with the current statutory requirements, the
requirements of the academy's governing document. The annual report serves the purposes of both a Trustee’s
report and a directors' report under company law.

The trust operates an academy for students aged 11 — 18+ serving a large catchment area attracting students
from Cheshire West and Chester and Wirral. The capacity of the school building is 1750 and had a roll of 1731
in the Autumn 2023 school census. Over the past few years, the school has been heavily oversubscribed with
a large number of first choice applications. The Trustees vision for the school is to create a vibrant, inclusive
community where everyone feels valued and empowered. The school celebrates and reward kindness, fostering
an environment that is respectful, safe and driven by intellectual curiosity and high aspiration, providing a broad
range of opportunities for students to be the best version of themseives.

Our mission is to empower students to learn the skills, knowledge and resilience they need to achieve their
academic and personal potential. We aspire to be the heart of learning in our community where students access

tailored support to achieve the highest outcomes, equipping them to be productive and compassionate global
citizens of the future.

Structure, Governance and Management

a. CONSTITUTION
The academy is a charitable company limited by guarantee and an exempt charity incorporated on 11 June
2012 in the United Kingdom.

The charitable company's memorandum and articles of association are the primary governing document of the
academy trust.

The charitable company is known as Neston High School.

Details of the Members and Trustees who served during the year are included in the Reference and
administrative details on page 1.

b. TRUSTEE’S INDEMNITIES

Subject to the provisions of the Companies Act 2006, Trustees have been indemnified in respect of their legal
liability for financial loss arising as a result of a negligent act, accidental error or omissions in the course of
their official duties. The limit of this indemnity is £10,000,000.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

TRUSTEE’S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

c. METHOD OF RECRUITMENT AND APPOINTMENT OR ELECTION OF TRUSTEES

On 1 July 2012 the Trustees appointed all those Trustees that served the predecessor school to be Trustees
of the newly formed Academy. These Trustees were appointed on a term of office that would end when their
original term at the predecessor school would have ended, thus ensuring a staggered re-election or
replacement process.

The Articles of Association and Funding Agreement allow the academy to have the following Trustees:

. Up to three staff Trustees — appointed by Trustees through such process as they may determine
. Up to one LA Trustee — The LA appoint the LA Trustee
. Up to 10 Community Trustees — appointed by a majority vote of the Trustees

A minimum of two Parent Trustees shall be elected by parents of registered pupils at the Academy.
A Parent Trustee must be a parent of a pupil at the Academy at the time when they are elected.
. The Headteacher who shall be treated for all purposes as being an ex officio Trustee

In 2023/24 Trustee Membership is as follows:

. 12 Trustees

. 2 Staff Trustees plus the Headteacher (1)
. 7 Community Trustees

. 2 Parent Trustees

The term of office for any Trustee shall be four years save that this time limit shali not apply to the
Headteacher.

d. POLICIES AND PROCEDURES ADOPTED FOR THE INDUCTION AND TRAINING OF TRUSTEES

All newly appointed Trustees receive a basic introduction to their membership by the Headteacher. This
includes the provision of all relevant papers and reports and a tour of the school in which they meet all senior
staff.

All Trustees complete a skills audit and are subject to the necessary Disclosure and Barring Service checks.

All Trustees are provided with information about training courses organised by the LA and National Governance
Association and are encouraged to attend appropriate courses. There is a Trustee training budget, the
school also invites Trustees to attend relevant staff training and provides regular training and update sessions.

e. ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

The management structure consists of two levels, the Trustees and the senior management of the school.
The Headteacher is the Accounting Officer. The aim of the structure is to devolve responsibility to those best
able to make appropriate decisions.

The full Board of Trustees meets monthly, up to 12 times per year. They establish an overall framework for
the governance of the School and determine membership terms of reference and procedures of the Board.
The Board of Trustees may from time to time establish Working Groups to perform specific tasks over a limited
timescale.

There are five separate committees meeting when required.
. Finance & Audit Committee

Headteacher Performance Review

Pay

Staff Disciplinary

Student Disciplinary
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

TRUSTEE’S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

f. PAY POLICY FOR KEY MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL

When determining the pay range for key management personnel the governing body will consider all the
permanent responsibilities of the role, any challenges specific to the role and all other relevant circumstances
including recruitment or retention difficulties. All appointments are made in accordance with the School
Teachers Pay and Conditions Document (STPCD) details of which are published in the school’s pay policy.

The Headteacher's pay range is calculated based on the school group size. Neston High School, due to its
size is classed as a Group 8 school, the pay range for a Headteacher in a Group 8 school is between £114,240
-£131,056.

The Board of Trustees has determined that two deputy head teacher posts and six assistant head teacher
posts are to be included in the school’s staffing structure, these roles are all classed as key management
personnel. The pay range for these positions is determined in accordance with the STPCD with due regard
to pay rates for other teaching posts and the head teacher.

The Business Manager’s pay range is based on the National Joint Council payscale and reflects the job
description and pay range of a Cheshire West and Chester evaluated job specification.

g. CONNECTED ORGANISATIONS, INCLUDING RELATED PARTY RELATIONSHIPS

Brio Leisure (a Community Interest Company) manages the leisure facilities which are owned by Cheshire
West and Chester Council (CWAC). There is a joint use agreement between CWAC/Brio Leisure and the
school.

The school has strong collaborative links with its feeder primary schools and three other high schools Upton
High, Whitby High and Helsby High.

Trade Union facility time
There were 2 relevant union officials who were full time employees during the year. There was no time spent
on union facility time and the associated cost was £nil. There was no time spent on paid trade union activities.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

TRUSTEE’S REPORT (continued)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

Objectives and Activities

a. OBJECTS AND AIMS
The Academy Trust’s object is specifically restricted to the following:

(a) to advance for the public benefit education in the United Kingdom, in particular but without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing by establishing, maintaining, carrying on, managing and developing a school
offering a broad and balanced curriculum, and (b} to promote for the benefit of the inhabitants of Neston and
the surrounding area the provision of facilities for recreation or other leisure time occupation of individuals who
have need of such facilities by reason of their youth, age, infirmity or disablement, financial hardship or social
and economic circumstances or for the public at large in the interests of social welfare and with the object of
improving the condition of life of the said inhabitants.

Our Vision

The Trustees' vision for the school is to create a vibrant, inclusive community where everyone feels valued and
empowered. We celebrate and reward kindness, fostering an environment that is respectful, safe and driven by
intellectual curiosity and high aspiration, providing a broad range of opportunities for students to be the best
versions of themselves.

Our Mission

Our mission is to empower students to learn the skills, knowledge and resilience they need to achieve their
academic and personal potential. We aspire to be the heart of learning in our community where students access
tailored support to achieve the highest outcomes, equipping them to be productive and compassionate global
citizens of the future.

Our Values
Our values are our guiding principles, and they shape every aspect of our school and the way we communicate
with the world. Our overarching values are Aspiration, Community, Kindness.

We value achievement and intellectual curiosity along with lifelong learning
We value community and belonging

We value kindness in all its forms

We value hard work and high aspiration

We value resilience and enthusiasm

We value manners and respect for others
We value fairness, trust and honesty

We value self-belief and personal confidence
We value diversity and embrace difference
We value the environment

We value strong relationships
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

TRUSTEE’S REPORT (continued)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

b. OBJECTIVES, STRATEGIES AND ACTIVITIES

The Strategic Priorities for 2023/24

1. To embed a success culture build on consistent aspirational standards and expectations

2. All students to fulfill their holistic potential

3. To develop a vibrant new vision and ethos that develops effective leadership and management and supports
staff development and wellbeing.

4. To ensure the school remains financially viable and in line with the vision.

c. ACTIVITIES FOR ACHIEVING OBJECTIVES

A small selection of the highlights from 2023/24 are detailed below to give an insight into the activities on offer
that help us to achieve our strategic goals.

Communities and Partnerships

Primary and Community Links

Strong relationships with local primary schools are foundational to our success. Our transition team has visited all
28 partner primary schools, building connections and reviewing curriculum standards to ensure continuity in
students’ educational journeys. To support a seamless move from Year 6 to Year 7, each incoming student
meets a member of our transition team, accompanied by student ambassadors, who lead Q&A sessions on
school routines, homework, and other aspects of daily life at Neston. We work closely with the primaries to make
sure there is a smooth transition with the curriculum and invite them in to see their year 6 students at work in their
lessons.

Our “Transition Programme” is personalised for every student joining us each September. This year’s incoming
Year 7s participated in the "Passport to Neston" school, engaging in activities like archery, climbing, science, and
math team-building exercises to foster confidence and community bonds. Additionally, we offer a parent coffee
morning to address questions about school life, facilitate a Year 7 Christmas church service, and organise food
donations to the local food bank each Harvest season. We support the community by being involved in the
events such as the Neston Lady’s Day walk, complete charity walks.

Consistent with our vision of being central to our community, we made our sports facilities available for local use
in 2022/3. Revenue from the sand-based hockey pitch and 3G football pitch supports facility maintenance and
creates a reserve fund for future needs.

Character and Wellbeing

Extra-Curricular Activities

Our extensive extra-curricular programme encompassing STEM, sports, music, arts, D of E, community projects
and charitable events such as the Walk of Life and a Blood Charity UK-sponsored run as well as the Delamere
walk and revision camp run by PGL. Leadership opportunities are now integral to our students' experience: head
students and prefects play active roles in school activities, the school council has been reinstated, and House
prefects are now appointed. Through these roles, students shape school initiatives and support their younger
peers, empowering their voice in the school’'s development.

To encourage well-rounded personal growth, we offer various enrichment activities, from our nationally
recognised plastic recycling STEM group to excursions for math and social studies, including visits to Blackpool,
Madrid, and Morocco, Iceland, Paris, Wales and theatres such as London. There is a very broad offer of trips and
activities that students can be involved in.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

Attendance

Our student attendance rates continue to exceed national averages. To sustain and improve attendance further,
we restructured roles and now have an assistant headteacher overseeing attendance, positively impacting
school-wide engagement.

Curriculum, Teaching, Learning, and CPD

In 2023-4, we renewed our commitment to foundational standards in classroom behaviour, conduct, and learning
expectations. Emphasis on quality assurance in student work and a well-defined literacy strategy have fostered
consistency and high standards, clearly evident in student progress, which is +0.23 this year with exceptionally
high performance in Maths, Computing, Art and Design and Languages and many more areas. To recognise and
celebrate student efforts, we implemented a system to track engagement and awarded certificates and Head'’s
merits to those achieving exceptional progress. We have a range of celebration events and certificates for
excellent achievement and meeting our values.

Our curriculum, rooted in the National Curriculum and built as a progressive model, ensures a coherent and
rigorous academic pathway for students from Key Stage 3 through post-16 education, preparing them for
university or apprenticeships. Curriculum teams focus on “big ideas” to guide lesson planning, and close
collaboration with the School Improvement Partner (SIP) ensures a rigorous approach to the intent,
implementation, and impact of our academic offer. We run subject area reviews at and feedback areas to
develop, making sure we are clear on the strengths and areas to develop for each department or ‘area’.

Literacy and Reading Initiatives

Literacy remains a whole school priority to ensure all students are provided with the tools and skills to become
effective readers and literacy proficient. Students requiring support benefit from one-on-one literacy sessions. For
students below the expected reading level, we provide interventions which include tutor-time literacy sessions,
specialised nurture group classes, small intervention reading groups and online literacy platforms to support our
lowest prior attainers with literacy. We also run a hugely successful reading buddy system between 6th form
volunteers and year 7s, following their baseline reading assessments (NGRT). This is all coordinated by our
Head of English and Literacy; it is led by community volunteers and support staff.

Our ongoing CPD sessions focus on closing the vocabulary gap, reinforcing the importance of reading across
subjects, and developing essay-writing skills. Literacy banners and literacy artwork have been installed around
the school to promote and build our school's reading culture and raise the standards of literacy. All students have
a literacy and classroom standards sheet in the front of all their exercise books as a useful reminder of key
literacy elements and to reinforce the importance of good presentation and high-quality work.

We support literacy using a range of online learning tools, these are very popular with our students and
engagement is high. The main platforms used are: Spellzone, Literacy Gold, Sora, GL assessment, IDL and First
News Engage (First News is a youth-focused newspaper that broadens students' global awareness and critical
thinking).

Professional Development and Support for Teachers

Our CPD program includes SSAT’s "Embedding Formative Assessment,” fostering a collaborative environment
where staff observe each other and create personal development plans. This continued in 2023-24, supported by
our Professional Learning Pathway, which offers tailored professional development for all staff levels, from
trainee teachers to senior leaders. Our induction and mentorship for Early Career Teachers (ECTs) has been
particularly successful, providing focused training in classroom management, pedagogy, safeguarding, and more.
The teaching and learning lead works with colleagues in the classroom to develop pedagogy further.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

Academic Achievement and Interventions

Our 2024 examination results were impressive, with an overall progress measure of +0.23. Contributing to this
success were strategic interventions, including senior-led mentoring, parent engagement meetings, and
academic workshops such as “walking-talking mocks,” Easter revision sessions, and skills-building sessions with
Made and Elevate. Notably, targeted support in key subjects such as Languages, Maths, Computing and led to
significant improvements.

Model of Excellence — Aspiration, Community, Kindness

Our Model of Excellence underscores high standards of behaviour and academic aspiration within a supportive
culture of kindness. Ongoing training helps staff consistently apply the behaviour policy, fostering a positive
environment where students thrive regardless of their backgrounds. Through these efforts, Neston is a place
where students can achieve their full potential and prepare for a future of limitless opportunity. The Trustees
receive a termly Headteacher’s report, which is also sent out to all staff.

d. PUBLIC BENEFIT

The academy’s trustees have complied with their duty to have due regard to the guidance on public benefit
published by the Charity Commission in exercising their powers or duties.

e. CHARITY WORK AND FUNDRAISING

The school community is dedicated to helping others and fundraising this year has supported a number of
good causes including; Bloodwise, CAMFED, Shelter, Red Nose Day and Forum Housing. In 2023-24,
students and staff shared their personal charity work and fundraising challenges through the school's social
media channels.

The charity had no fundraising activities requiring disclosure under the provisions of the Charities (Protection
and Social Investment Act 2016.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)
Strategic report

Achievements and performance
a. KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

The school was subject to an Ofsted Inspection on 8t & 9t February 2022. The school continues to be judged
as Good.

The Trustees were pleased to note that Ofsted commented that the leadership team has maintained the good
quality of education in the school since the last inspection and ensured that it continues to improve.

A selection of the inspection findings is listed below, and the full Ofsted report can be viewed on the school’s
website.

The Ofsted report states:

e Trustees and leaders have high expectations of what pupils and students should achieve. All
pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), have equal
access to a suitably ambitious curriculum.

o Pupils and student in the sixth form, are proud to be part of Neston High School. They are
appreciative of the high-quality facilities available to them. Pupils are polite and respectful towards
each other and adults. Pupils’ conduct reflects teachers’ high expectations.

o Leaders, including trustees, have ensured that all pupils, including those in sixth form, have access
to a high-quality curriculum. Pupils at Key Stage 4 and students at Key Stage 5 can choose to a
study a wide range of academic, arts-based, technical, and vocational subjects. The subjects meet
pupils’ diverse interests and needs. Pupils, and students in the sixth form, are well prepared for
the next stage of their education, employment, or training.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

b. GOING CONCERN

The business manager and key management personnel refer to the three-year rolling budget when making all
strategic decisions to ensure that plans are sustainable. This is particularly relevant at a time when budgets
remain stable but staffing and other costs are escalating.

The school is popular and heavily oversubscribed, allowing for accurate long-term budget forecasting.

The facilities at the school including a full-sized hockey pitch, 3G football pitch, multiuse games area and
dance studios will be used to generate income to support school activities in the future.

The school has a well-managed budget that retains a planned reserve of between 3-5% of total income. The
percentage reserve has been set to ensure that current students are not disadvantaged by the school retaining
excessive reserves and the lower limit to ensure that the school has sufficient working capital to function on a
day-to-day basis. The 3 Year budget plan is included in Trustees meetings at least termly. The Trustees and
senior management team will continue to review forecast performance, on this basis the Trustees are satisfied
that the going concern basis remains appropriate. Based on the above the trustees of Neston High School are
happy that the school will continue as a going concern

The Trustees assess whether the use of going concern is appropriate i.e., whether there are any material
uncertainties related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the ability of the academy to
continue as a going concern. The Trustees make this assessment in respect of a period of at least one year
from the date of authorisation for issue of the financial statements and have concluded that the academy has
adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future and there are no material
uncertainties about the academy’s ability to continue as a going concern, thus they continue to adopt the
going concern basis of accounting in preparing the financial statements.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

TRUSTEE’S REPORT (continued)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

c. FINANCIAL REVIEW

Most of the academy’s income is obtained from the DfE in the form of grants, the use of which is restricted to
particular purposes. The grants received from the DfE during the period ended 31 August 2024 and the
associated expenditure are shown as restricted funds in the statements of financial activities.

The land and buildings and other assets were transferred to the Academy upon conversion and are shown in
restricted fixed assets.

Key financial policies adopted or reviewed during the year include the Financial Handbook which lays out the
framework for financial management including financial responsibilities of the Trustees, Headteacher,
managers, budget holders and other staff, as well as delegated authority for spending.

d. INVESTMENT POLICY AND PERFORMANCE

The academy’s investment policy is consistent with its charitable status. Investments must always be made in
accordance with written procedures adopted by the governing body and must always ensure the maximum
integrity of such investments. The priority for the academy to have cash invested in liquid investments that
bear minimal risk ensuring that each deposit is covered separately by the Financial Services Compensation
Scheme.

e. FACTORS RELEVANT TO ACHIEVE OBJECTIVES

The school has a high profile in the community and is aware that recruitment and retention of students is
paramount to its success. The senior leadership team are actively involved in evaluating the impact of
regularly changing assessment systems that come from central government. The school's primary objective
is to gain high levels of achievement for all its students and in pursuing this there are regular reviews of the
curriculum on offer to students, the guidance that is given to students and the training of staff to ensure that
this is maximised. The school regularly draws upon the expertise and advice of an independent School
Improvement Partner (SIP) who is a registered Ofsted Inspector to regularly audit and evaluate the quality of
provision and its impact. The judgements of the SIP are presented to the senior leadership team and to the full
Governing Body to ensure that these judgments influence the strategic direction of the school.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

TRUSTEE’S REPORT (continued)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

Financial review
a. RESERVES POLICY

The academy currently has £640,577 in Unrestricted reserves. The school is working hard to maintain a
reserve of 3-5% of total income £12,984,713 = £389,541 - £649,236. The percentage reserve has been set to
ensure that current students are not disadvantaged by the school retaining excessive reserves and the lower
limit to ensure that the school has sufficient working capital to function on a day-to-day basis. The 3 year
budget plan is updated and reviewed at every Board meeting to ensure that issues are discussed with a clear
view of the ongoing financial impact of decisions made.

b. PRINCIPAL RISKS AND UNCERTAINTIES

The senior leadership team and trustees are considering various financial scenarios going forward in order to
ensure that the school remains financially viable. The school continues to face face extremely high costs for gas
and electricity. The cost of paper and consumables including food also continue to have a negative financial
impact. An additional uncertainty facing schools is the cost of employing its staff due to increases in support staff
salaries.

The school has been heavily oversubscribed for the past three years with a high percentage of applicants
coming from out of the immediate catchment area. The school is aware that only 41% of its student population
reside in the school catchment area and a high proportion of the remainder are reliant upon expensive public
transport.

c. FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

The Trustees are responsible for the management of risks to which the school is exposed and are assisted in
this task by the Senior Leadership team, Health & Safety representatives from the Local Authority, Browne
Jacobson Human Resource specialists and the school’s auditors Crowe LLP. Operational risks are identified
and assessed at school level and these are reviewed by Trustees and senior leadership team. Risks areas
identified for regular review include:

Cyber Security
Premises related issues
Future Funding

Third Party Liability
Legal and Compliance

Systems and procedures are constantly under review to mitigate against the types of risk the academy faces.

d. FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

We will continue with our drive on ensuring that overall learning and teaching becomes ‘Outstanding’. We will
be reviewing our monitoring and tracking procedures to ensure that we continue to close the gap for
disadvantaged students who are entitled to Pupil Premium.

To ensure our future numbers on roll we will continue with our marketing strategy by further utilising our school

website, The school takes advantage of opportunities to celebrate the achievements of the school and its
students in the local and national media including social media.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

TRUSTEE'S REPORT (continued)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION TO AUDITOR

Insofar as the Trustees are aware:

) there is no relevant audit information of which the charitable company's auditors are unaware, and

. that Trustees have taken all the steps that ought to have been taken as a Trustee in order to be aware
of any relevant audit information and to establish that the charitable company's auditor is aware of that
information.

The Trustees report, incorporating a strategic report, was approved by order of the board of trustees, as the
company directors, on 10 December 2024 and signed on its behalf by:

U Mithodd

K Mothersdale
Chair of Trustees
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

SCOPE OF RESPONSIBILITY

As Trustees, we acknowledge we have overall responsibility for ensuring that Neston High School has an
effective and appropriate system of control, financial and otherwise. However, such a system is designed to
manage rather than eliminate the risk of failure to achieve business objectives and can provide only
reasonable and not absolute assurance against material misstatement or loss.

As Trustees, we have reviewed and taken account of the guidance in DfE's Governance Handbook and
competency framework for governance.

The board of trustees has delegated the day-to-day responsibility to the Headteacher, as Accounting Officer,
for ensuring financial controls conform with the requirements of both propriety and good financial management
and in accordance with the requirements and responsibilities assigned to it in the funding agreement between

Neston High School and the Secretary of State for Education. They are also responsible for reporting to the
board of trustees any material weaknesses or breakdowns in internal control.

GOVERNANCE

The information on governance included here supplements that described in the Trustee's report and in the
Statement of Trustee's responsibilities. The board of trustees has formally met 10 during the year.

Attendance during the year at meetings of the board of trustees was as follows:

Trustee and Members Attendance 2023-24

MEMBERS ATTENDANCE 2023-24

Key P: Present, Ap: Apologies, Ab: Absent, R: Resigned
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

TRUSTEE ATTENDANCE 2023-24

Key P: Present, Ap: Apologies, Ab: Absent, R: Resigned
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13.11.23
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Audit
6.12.2023
BoT P P P P P [ Ap | P [Ap| P | P | P -
11.12.23
Finance & P - P P - P P - - - P -
Audit
30.01.24
BoT P P P P P P Ap P P P P P
12.02.24
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Audit
04.06.24
BoT P P P P P P P P P Ap P | 4
17.06.24
Away Day P | | P P P P P P P P Ap
11.07.24

The Finance Audit Committee is an additional committee of the main board of Trustees.
assist the Board in fulfilling its oversight responsibilities for internal controls and for maintaining an appropriate

relationship with the Trust's external auditors.
Attendance at meetings in the year was as follows:

Trustee
D Haworth

K Cuningham
D Lotay
C Randerson

K Mothersdale
| Mellor

Meetings attended

WW WWww W

Out of a possible

Its purpose is to

3

WWw W ww
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

GOVERNANCE STATEMENT (continued)

REVIEW OF VALUE FOR MONEY

As Accounting Officer, the Headteacher has responsibility for ensuring that the academy delivers good value
in the use of public resources. The Accounting Officer understands that value for money refers to the
educational and wider societal outcomes achieved in return for the taxpayer resources received.

The Accounting Officer considers how the academy’s use of its resources has provided good value for money
during each academic year, and reports to the board of trustees where value for money can be improved,
including the use of benchmarking data where appropriate. The Accounting Officer for the academy has
delivered improved value for money during the year by:

Regular review of the curriculum to ensure that the curriculum offered is appropriate and affordable.
Review of intervention and alternative provision programmes.

Reviewing and evaluating subscriptions and software licenses.

Utilising the services of Cheshire West & Chester’'s Health and Safety team to audit the estate is safe,
well maintained and complies with regulations.

Extension of electronic communication to reduce the cost of printing and postage

¢ Review of foreign language assistant provision — ensuring that hours are appropriate to the

numbers of students studying individual languages.

THE PURPOSE OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL CONTROL

The system of internal control is designed to manage risk to a reasonable level rather than to eliminate all risk
of failure to achieve policies, aims and objectives; it can therefore only provide reasonable and not absolute
assurance of effectiveness. The system of internal control is based on an ongoing process designed to identify
and prioritise the risks to the achievement of academy policies, aims and objectives, to evaluate the likelihood
of those risks being realised and the impact should they be realised, and to manage them efficiently,
effectively and economically. The system of internal control has been in place in Neston High School for the
year 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024 and up to the date of approval of the annual report and financial
statements.

CAPACITY TO HANDLE RISK

The board of trustees has reviewed the key risks to which the academy is exposed together with the operating,
financial and compliance controls that have been implemented to mitigate those risks. The board of trustees is
of the view that there is a formal ongoing process for identifying, evaluating and managing the academy's
significant risks, that has been in place for the year 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024 and up to the date of
approval of the annual report and financial statements. This process is regularly reviewed by the board of
trustees.
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

GOVERNANCE STATEMENT (continued)

THE RISK AND CONTROL FRAMEWORK

The academy’s system of internal control is based on a framework of reguiar management information and
administrative procedures including the segregation of duties and a system of delegation and accountability.
In particular, it includes:

) comprehensive budgeting and monitoring systems with an annual budget and periodic financial
reports which are reviewed and agreed by the board of trustees.
) regular reviews by the finance committee of reports which indicate financial performance against the

forecasts and of major purchase plans, capital works and expenditure programmes.
setting targets to measure financial and other performance.

clearly defined purchasing (asset purchase or capital investment) guidelines.
delegation of authority and segregation of duties.

identification and management of risks.

In the academic year 2018/19 the school employed Red Rambler as their Internal Auditor. Internal Audit in
2023-24 focused on Payroll & HR and School Fund.

On a termly basis, the appointee will report to the finance and audit committee on the operation of the systems
of control and on the discharge of the board of Trustee’s financial responsibilities.

The process in place at Neston High school to manage conflicts of interest is that all Trustees, senior and
finance staff complete a declaration of interest form at the start of each academic year. At each meeting,
Trustees are asked as a standing agenda item to declare any additional interests that were not declared at the
start of the year.

REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS

As Accounting Officer, the Headteacher has responsibility for reviewing the effectiveness of the system of
internal control. During the year in question the review has been informed by:

the work of the external auditor.

the financial management and governance self-assessment process.

the work of the executive managers within the academy who have responsibility for the development
and maintenance of the internal control framework

. correspondence from ESFA e.qg. financial notice to improve/notice to improve (FNtI/Ntl) and ‘minded
to’ letters.

The Accounting Officer has been advised of the implications of the result of their review of the system of

internal control by the finance committee and a plan to address weaknesses and ensure continuous
improvement of the system is in place.
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Conclusion

Based on the advice of the audit and risk committee and the accounting officer, the board of trustees is
of the opinion that the academy trust has an adequate and effective framework for governance, risk
management and control.

Approved by order of the members of the board of trustees on 10 December 2024 and signed on their behalf,
by:

i Mhbhercl P T

K Mothersdale K Cunningham
Chair of Trustees Accounting Officer
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STATEMENT ON REGULARITY, PROPRIETY AND COMPLIANCE

As Accounting Officer of Neston High School | have considered my responsibility to notify the academy trust
board of trustees and the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) of material irregularity, impropriety and
non-compliance with ESFA terms and conditions of funding, including for estates safety and management, under
the funding agreement in place between the academy trust and the Secretary of State for Education. As part of
my consideration | have had due regard to the requirements of the Academies Trust Handbook 2022.including
responsibilities for estates safety and management.

| confirm that | and the academy trust board of trustees are able to identify any material irregular or improper
use of funds by the academy trust, or material non-compliance with the terms and conditions of funding under
the academy trust's funding agreement and the Academies Trust Handbook 2023.

I confirm that no instances of material irregularity, impropriety or funding non-compliance have been
discovered to date. If any instances are identified after the date of this statement, these will be notified to the
board of trustees and ESFA.

Accounting Officer

Date: 10 December 2024

Page| 20



NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES RESPONSIBILITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

The Trustees (who act as Trustees of Neston High School and are also the directors of the charitable
company for the purposes of company law) are responsible for preparing the Trustees report and the financial
statements in accordance with the Annual Accounts Direction issued by the Education and Skills Funding
Agency, United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice)
and applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under company
faw the Trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and
fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of its incoming resources and application of
resources, including its income and expenditure, for that period. In preparing these financial statements, the
Trustees are required to:

. select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently.

. observe the methods and principles of the Charities SORP 2019 and the Academies Accounts
Direction 2023 to 2024.

. make judgments and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent.

. state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards (FRS 102) have been followed, subject to any

material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements.

o prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that
the charitable company will continue in business.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain
the charitable company's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position
of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies
Act 2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for
taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

The Trustees are responsible for ensuring that in its conduct and operation the charitable company applies
financial and other controls, which conform with the requirements both of propriety and of good financial
management. They are also responsible for ensuring grants received from ESFA/DfE have been applied for
the purposes intended.

The Trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial information
included on the charitable company's website. Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation
and dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions.

Approved by order of the members of the board of trustees on 10 December 2024 and signed on its behalf by:

o

K Mothersdale
Chair of Trustees
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NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

(A company limited by guarantee)

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO THE MEMBERS OF
NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

OPINION

We have audited the financial statements of Neston High School (the 'Academy') for the year ended 31 August
2024 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance sheet, the Statement of cash flows and
the related notes, including a summary of significant accounting policies. The financial reporting framework
that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law, United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United
Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice), including Financial Reporting Standard 102 'The Financial
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland’, the Charities SORP 2019 and the
Academies Accounts Direction 2023 to 2024 issued by the Education and Skills Funding Agency.

In our opinion the financial statements:

. give a true and fair view of the state of the Academy's affairs as at 31 August 2024 and of its incoming
resources and application of resources, including its income and expenditure for the year then ended,;

. have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice; and

° have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006, the Charities
SORP 2019 and the Academies Accounts Direction 2023 to 2024 issued by the Education and Skills
Funding Agency.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and
applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's responsibilities
for the audit of the financial statements section of our report. We are independent of the Academy in
accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the United
Kingdom, including the Financial Reporting Council's Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern

In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the Governors' use of the going concern basis of
accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or
conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the Academy's ability to continue as a
going concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial statements are authorised for
issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Governors with respect to going concern are described in
the relevant sections of this report.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO THE MEMBERS OF
NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the Annual report other than the financial
statements and our Auditor's report thereon. The Governors are responsible for the other information
contained within the Annual report. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other
information and, except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of
assurance conclusion thereon. Our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider
whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge
obtained in the course of the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material
inconsistencies or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether this gives rise to a
material misstatement in the financial statements themselves. If, based on the work we have performed, we
conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Opinion on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2006

In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit:

. the information given in the Governors' Report including the Strategic Report for the financial year for
which the financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements.
° the Governors' Report and the Strategic Report have been prepared in accordance with applicable legal

requirements.
Matters on which we are required to report by exception

In the light of our knowledge and understanding of the Academy and its environment obtained in the course of
the audit, we have not identified material misstatements in the Governors' Report including the Strategic
Report.

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters in relation to which the Companies Act 2006
requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:

] adequate accounting records have not been kept, or returns adequate for our audit have not been
received from branches not visited by us; or
the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or
certain disclosures of Governors' remuneration specified by law are not made; or
we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

Responsibilities of Governors

As explained more fully in the Governors' responsibilities statement, the Governors (who are also the directors
of the Academy for the purposes of company law) are responsible for the preparation of the financial
statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as the
Governors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the Governors are responsible for assessing the Academy's ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going
concern basis of accounting unless the Governors either intend to liquidate the Academy or to cease
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO THE MEMBERS OF
NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an Auditor's report that includes our
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in
accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be
expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We design
procedures in line with our responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material misstatements in respect of
irregularities, including fraud. The extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities,
including fraud is detailed below:

Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We identified and
assessed the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements from irregularities, whether due to
fraud or error, and discussed these between our audit team members. We then designed and performed
audit procedures responsive to those risks, including obtaining audit evidence sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our opinion.

We obtained an understanding of the legal and regulatory frameworks within which the charitable company
operates, focusing on those laws and regulations that have a direct effect on the determination of material
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. The laws and regulations we considered in this context
were the Charities Act 2011 together with the Charities SORP (FRS 102). We assessed the required
compliance with these laws and regulations as part of our audit procedures on the related financial statement
items.

In addition, we considered provisions of other laws and regulations that do not have a direct effect on the
financial statements but compliance with which might be  fundamental to the charitable company’s ability to
operate or to avoid a material penalty. We also considered the opportunities and incentives that may exist
within the charitable company for fraud. The key laws and regulations we considered in this context were
General Data Protection Regulation, health and safety legislation and employee legislation.

Auditing standards limit the required audit procedures to identify non-compliance with these laws and
regulations to enquire of the Governors and other management and inspection of regulatory and legal
correspondence, if any. We identified the greatest risk of material impact on the financial statements from
irregularities, including fraud, to be within the timing and completeness of income recognition and the override
of controls by management. Our audit procedures to respond to these risks included enquiries of management
and the Board about their own identification and assessment of the risks of irregularities, sample testing on the
posting of journals, reviewing accounting estimates for biases, reviewing regulatory correspondence with the
ESFA, and reading minutes of meetings of those charged with governance.

Owing to the inherent limitations of an audit, there is an unavoidable risk that we may not have detected some
material misstatements in the financial statements, even though we have properly planned and performed our
audit in accordance with auditing standards. For example, the further removed non-compliance with laws and
regulations (irregularities) is from the events and transactions reflected in the financial statements, the less
likely the inherently limited procedures required by auditing standards would identify it. In addition, as with any
audit, there remained a higher risk of non-detection of irregularities, as these may involve collusion, forgery,
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal controls. We are not responsible for
preventing noncompliance and cannot be expected to detect non-compliance with all laws and regulations.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO THE MEMBERS OF
NESTON HIGH SCHOOL

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the Financial
Reporting Council's website at: www .frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our
Auditor's report.

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the Academy's members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part 16 of
the Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the Academy's
members those matters we are required to state to them in an Auditor's report and for no other purpose. To
the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the
Academy and its members, as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

e jjwmf

Vicky Szulist (Senior statutory auditor)
for and on behalf of

Crowe UK. LLP

Statutory Auditor

3rd floor

St George’s House

56 Peter Street

Manchester

M2 3NQ

Date: 19th December 2024
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INDEPENDENT REPORTING ACCOUNTANT'S ASSURANCE REPORT ON REGULARITY TO NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL AND THE EDUCATION & SKILLS FUNDING AGENCY

In accordance with the terms of our engagement letter dated 18 October 2023 and further to the requirements
of the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) as included in the Academies Accounts Direction 2022 to
2023, we have carried out an engagement to obtain limited assurance about whether the expenditure
disbursed and income received by Neston High School during the year 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024
have been applied to the purposes identified by Parliament and the financial transactions conform to the
authorities which govern them.

This report is made solely to Neston High School and ESFA in accordance with the terms of our engagement
letter. Our work has been undertaken so that we might state to Neston High School and ESFA those matters
we are required to state in a report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not
accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than Neston High School and ESFA, for our work, for this
report, or for the conclusion we have formed.

Respective responsibilities of Neston High School's accounting officer and the reporting accountant

The accounting officer is responsible, under the requirements of Neston High School's funding agreement with
the Secretary of State for Education dated 1 July 2012 and the Academies Trust Handbook, extant from 1
September 2022, for ensuring that expenditure disbursed and income received is applied for the purposes
intended by Parliament and the financial transactions conform to the authorities which govern them.

Our responsibilities for this engagement are established in the United Kingdom by our profession’s ethical
guidance and are to obtain limited assurance and report in accordance with our engagement letter and the
requirements of the Academies Accounts Direction 2023 to 2024. We report to you whether anything has
come to our attention in carrying out our work which suggests that in all material respects, expenditure
disbursed and income received during the year 1 September 2022 to 31 August 2023 have not been applied to
purposes intended by Parliament or that the financial transactions do not conform to the authorities which
govern them.

Approach

We conducted our engagement in accordance with the Framework and Guide for External Auditors and
Reporting Accountant of Academies issued by ESFA. We performed a limited assurance engagement as
defined in our engagement letter.

The objective of a limited assurance engagement is to perform such procedures as to obtain information and
explanations in order to provide us with sufficient appropriate evidence to express a negative conclusion on
regularity.

A limited assurance engagement is more limited in scope than a reasonable assurance engagement and
consequently does not enable us to obtain assurance that we would become aware of all significant matters
that might be identified in a reasonable assurance engagement. Accordingly, we do not express a positive
opinion.

Our engagement includes examination, on a test basis, of evidence relevant to the regularity and propriety of
the academy's income and expenditure.

The work undertaken to draw our conclusion includes a review of the design and implementation of the

Academy's internal controls and review processes on regularity, supported by detailed tests on samples of
costs incurred by the Academy and specific transactions identified from our review.
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Conclusion

In the course of our work, nothing has come to our attention which suggest in all material respects the
expenditure disbursed and income received during the year 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024 has not
been applied to purposes intended by Parliament and the financial transactions do not conform to the
authorities which govern them.

ﬁvwéfféz—iﬁ

Reporting Accountant
Crowe UK. LLP

Statutory Auditor
Date: 19th December 2024
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES INCORPORATING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED AS AT 31 AUGUST 2024

Note

Income from:

Donations and capital grants 2
Charitable activities 5
Other trading activities 3
Investments 4

Total Income

Expenditure On:
Charitable activities

Total Expenditure

Net Income/(Expenditure)

before other recognised
gains and losses

Gross Transfers between funds
Actuarial gains/(losses) on

defined benefit pension

schemes 18

Net movement in funds

Reconciliation of funds:

Total funds brought forward

Total funds carried forward

Restricted

Unrestricted Restricted fixed asset
funds funds funds Total funds Total funds
2024 2024 2024 2024 2023
£ £ £ £ £
- - 35,053 35,053 99,963
1,020,216 11,838,406 - 12,858,622 11,898,479
90,853 - - 90,853 75,742
185 - - 185 142
1,111,254 11,838,406 35,053 12,984,713 12,074,326
1,090,638 11,750,759 56,071 12,897,468 12,195,359
1,090,638 11,750,759 56,071 12,897,468 12,195,359
20,616 87,647 (21,018) 87,245 (121,033)
- 109,000 - 109,000 626,000
20,616 196,647 (21,018) 196,245 504,967
619,961 (37,772) 5,279,723 5,861,912 5,356,945

640,577 158,875 5,258,705 6,058,157
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REGISTERED NUMBER: 8100578

BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31 AUGUST 2024

Fixed Assets
Tangible assets
Current Assets
Debtors

Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: amounts falling due within one

year

Net Current Assets

Total Assets less Current Liabilities

Defined benefit pension scheme

asset/liability

Net Assets including pension asset/

liabilities
Funds of the Academy

Restricted income funds:

Restricted income funds
Restricted fixed asset funds

Restricted income funds excluding pension
liability

Pension reserve
Total restricted income funds
Unrestricted income funds

Total Funds

2024
Note £ £
13 5,186,300
14 917,257
21 1,402,810
2,320,067
15 (1,448,210)
871,857
6,058,157
18 -
6,058,157
16 158,875
16 5,258,705
5,417,580
5,417,580
16 640,577
6.058,157

833,866
1,108,792
1,942,658

(1.144,724)

110,228

5,279,723

5,389,951

(148,000)

2023

5,211,978

797,934

6,009,912

(148,000)

5,861,912

5,241,951
619,961

5,861,912

The financial statements on pages 25 to 52 were approved by the Trustees, and authorised for issue, on 10

December 2024 and are signed on their behalf, by:

4 e .

K Mothersdale
Chair of Trustees
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STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

Cash flows from operating activities

Net cash used in operating activities

Cash flows from investing activities:
Dividends, interest and rents from investments
Purchase of tangible fixed assets

Proceeds from sale of tangible fixed assets
Capital grants from DfE/ESFA

Net cash provided by investing activities

Change in cash and cash equivalents in the year
Cash and cash equivalents brought forward

Cash and cash equivalents carried forward

2024
Note £

20 289,180

185
(30,400)

1,108,792

21 1,402,810

2023

(4,023)

142
(8,622)

600
99,963

1,108,792
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES

1.1

A summary of the principal accounting policies adopted (which have been applied consistently,
except where noted), judgments and key sources of estimation uncertainty, is set out below.

Basis of preparation of financial statements

The financial statements of the academy trust, which is a public benefit entity under FRS 102, have
been prepared under the historical cost convention in accordance with the Financial Reporting
Standard Applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102), the Accounting and Reporting by
Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland
(Charities SORP (FRS 102)), the Academies Accounts Direction 2023 to 2024 issued by ESFA, the
Charities Act 2011 and the Companies Act 2006.

Neston High School constitutes a public benefit entity as defined by FRS 102.

1.2 Going concern

The business manager and key management personnel refer to the three-year rolling budget when
making all strategic decisions to ensure that plans are sustainable. This is particularly relevant at a
time when budgets remain stable but staffing and other costs are escalating.

The school is popular and heavily oversubscribed, allowing for accurate long-term budget
forecasting.

The facilities at the school including a full-sized hockey pitch, 3G football pitch, multiuse games area
and dance studios will be used to generate income to support school activities in the future.

The school has a well-managed budget that retains a planned reserve of between 3-5% of total
income. The percentage reserve has been set to ensure that current students are not disadvantaged
by the school retaining excessive reserves and the lower limit to ensure that the school has sufficient
working capital to function on a day-to-day basis. The 3 Year budget plan is included in Trustees
meetings at least termly. The Trustees and senior management team will continue to review forecast
performance, on this basis the Trustees are satisfied that the going concern basis remains
appropriate. Based on the above the trustees of Neston High School are happy that the school will
continue as a going concern

The Trustees assess whether the use of going concern is appropriate i.e., whether there are any
material uncertainties related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the ability of
the academy to continue as a going concern. The Trustees make this assessment in respect of a
period of at least one year from the date of authorisation for issue of the financial statements and
have concluded that the academy has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for
the foreseeable future and there are no material uncertainties about the academy’s ability to continue
as a going concern, thus they continue to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing
the financial statements.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

13

14

Income

All income is recognised once the academy has entitlement to the income, it is probable that the
income will be received, and the amount of income receivable can be measured reliably.

Grants are included in the Statement of Financial Activities incorporating an income and
expenditure account on a receivable basis. The balance of income received for specific purposes
but not expended during the period is shown in the relevant funds on the Balance sheet. Where
income is received in advance of entitlement of receipt, its recognition is deferred and included in
creditors as deferred income. Where entitlement occurs before income is received, the income is
accrued.

General Annual Grant is recognised in full in the Statement of Financial Activities incorporating an
income and expenditure account in the year for which it is receivable and any abatement in respect
of the period is deducted from income and recognised as a liability.

Capital grants are recognised when there is entittement and are not deferred over the life of the
asset on which they are expended. Unspent amounts of capital grant are reflected in the balance in
the restricted fixed asset fund. Capital grants are recognised when there is entitlement and are not
deferred over the life of the asset on which they are expended.

Sponsorship income provided to the academy which amounts to a donation is recognised in the
Statement of Financial Activities incorporating an income and expenditure account in the period in
which it is receivable, where receipt is probable, and it is measurable.

Donations are recognised on a receivable basis where receipt is probable, and the amount can be
reliably measured.

Other income, including the hire of facilities, is recognised in the period in which it is receivable and
to the extent the goods have been provided or on completion of the service.

Expenditure

Expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to transfer economic
benefit to a third party, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits will be required in
settlement and the amount of the obligation can be measured reliably. Expenditure is classified by
activity. The costs of each activity are made up of the total of direct costs and shared costs,
including support costs involved in undertaking each activity. Direct costs attributable to a single
activity are allocated directly to that activity. Shared costs which contribute to more than one activity
and support costs which are not attributable to a single activity are apportioned between those
activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources. Central staff costs are allocated on the
basis of time spent, and depreciation charges allocated on the portion of the asset's use.

Expenditure on charitable activities are costs incurred on the academy's educational operations,
including support costs and those costs relating to the governance of the academy appointed to
charitable activities.

All expenditure is inclusive of irrecoverable VAT.
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1.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

1.5

1.6

Tangible fixed assets and depreciation

All assets costing more than £5,000 are capitalised and are carried at cost, net of depreciation and
any provision for impairment.

Where tangible fixed assets have been acquired with the aid of specific grants, either from the
government or from the private sector, they are included in the Balance Sheet at cost and
depreciated over their expected useful economic life. Where there are specific conditions attached
to the funding requiring the continued use of the asset, the related grants are credited to a restricted
fixed asset fund in the Statement of Financial Activities incorporating the income and expenditure
account and carried forward in the Balance Sheet. Depreciation on the relevant assets is charged
directly to the restricted fixed asset fund in the Statement of Financial Activities incorporating the
income and expenditure account. Where tangible fixed assets have been acquired with unrestricted
funds, depreciation on such assets is charged to the unrestricted fund.

Assets in the course of construction are included at cost. Depreciation on these assets is not
charges until they are brought into use and reclassified to freehold or leasehold land and buildings.
Depreciation is provided on all tangible fixed assets other than freehold land, at rates calculated to
write off the cost of these assets, less their estimated residual value, over their expected useful lives
on the following bases:

Leasehold property - Over 10 -20 years
Fixtures & fittings - 5-10vyears
Computer equipment - 3-5years

A review for impairment of a fixed asset is carried out if events or changes in circumstances indicate
that the carrying value of any fixed asset may not be recoverable. Shortfalls between the carrying
value of fixed assets and their recoverable amounts are recognised as impairments. Impairment
losses are recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities incorporating the income and
expenditure account.

Taxation

The academy is considered to pass the tests set out in Paragraph 1 Schedule 6 of the Finance Act
2010 and therefore it meets the definition of a charitable company for UK corporation tax purposes.
Accordingly, the academy is potentially exempt from taxation in respect of income or capital gains
received within categories covered by Chapter 3 Part 11 of the Corporation Tax Act 2010 or Section
256 of the Taxation of Chargeable Gains Act 1992, to the extent that such income or gains are
applied exclusively to charitable purposes.
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1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

1.7

1.8

1.9

Pensions

Retirement benefits to employees of the academy trust are provided by the Teachers' Pension
Scheme ("TPS"} and the Local Governments Pension Scheme ("LGPS"). These are defined benefit
schemes.

The TPS is an unfunded scheme and contributions are calculated so as to spread the cost of
pensions over employees’ working lives with the academy in such a way that the pension cost is a
substantially level percentage of current and future pensionable payroll. The contributions are
determined by the Government Actuary on the basis of quadrennial valuations using a prospective
unit credit method. As stated in note 18, the TPS is a multi-employer scheme and there is
insufficient information available to use defined benefit accounting. The TPS is therefore treated as
a defined contribution scheme for accounting purposes and the contributions recognised in the
period to which they relate.

The LGPS is a funded scheme and the assets are held separately from those of the academy trust
in separate trustee administered funds. Pension scheme assets are measured at fair value and
liabilities are measured on an actuarial basis using the projected unit credit method and discounted
at a rate equivalent to the current rate of return on a high quality corporate bond of equivalent term
and currency to the liabilities. The actuarial valuations are obtained at least triennially and are
updated at each Balance Sheet date. The amounts charged to operating surplus are the current
service costs and the costs of scheme introductions, benefit changes, settlements and curtailments.
They are included as part of staff costs as incurred. Net interest on the net defined benefit
liability/asset is also recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities incorporating the income
and expenditure account and comprises the interest cost on the defined benefit obligation and
interest income on the scheme assets, calculated by multiplying the fair value of the scheme assets
at the beginning of the period by the rate used to discount the benefit obligations. The difference
between the interest income on the scheme assets and the actual return on the scheme assets is
recognised in other recognised gains and losses.

Actuarial gains and losses are recognised immediately in other recognised gains and losses.
Fund accounting

Unrestricted income funds represent those resources which may be used towards meeting any of
the charitable objects of the academy at the discretion of the Trustees.

Restricted fixed asset funds are resources which are to be applied to specific capital purposes
imposed by the Education and Skills Funding Agency where the asset acquired or created is held
for a specific purpose.

Restricted general funds comprise all other restricted funds received with restrictions imposed by
the funder and include grants from the Education and Skills Funding Agency.

Operating leases

Rentals under operating leases are charged to the Statement of Financial Activities incorporating
income and expenditure account on a straight-line basis over the lease term.
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ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)
1.10 Debtors

Trade and other debtors are recognised at the settlement amount.
1.11 Cash at Bank and in hand

Cash at bank and in hand includes cash-and short term highly liquid investments with a short
maturity of three months or less from the date of acquisition or opening of the deposit or similar
account.

1.12 Liabilities and provisions

Liabilities and provisions are recognised when there is an obligation at the Balance Sheet date as a
result of a past event, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefit will be required in settlement,
and the amount of the settlement can be estimated reliably. Liabilities are recognised at the amount
that the academy anticipates it will pay to settle the debt or the amount it has received as advanced
payments for the goods or services it must provide.

Provisions are measured at the best estimate of the amounts required to settle the obligation.
Where the effect of the time value of money is material, the provision is based on the present value
of those amounts, discounted at the pre-tax discount rate that reflects the risks specific to the
liability. The unwinding of the discount is recognised within interest payable and similar charges.

1.13 Financial instruments
The academy only holds basic financial instruments as defined in FRS 102. The financial assets
and financial liabilities of the academy and their measurement basis are as follows:

Financial assets - trade and other debtors are basic financial instruments and are debt instruments
measured at amortised cost as detailed in note 14. Prepayments are not financial instruments.
Cash at bank is classified as a basic financial instrument and is measured at face value.

Financial liabilities trade creditors, accruals and other creditors are financial instruments, and are
measured at amortised costs as detailed in note 15. Taxation and social security are not included in
the financial instruments disclosure definition. Deferred income is not deemed to be a financial
liability, as the cash settlement has already taken place and there is an obligation to deliver services
rather than cash or another financial instruments.

1.14 Long-term contracts

Surplus on long-term contracts is taken as the work is carried out if the final outcome can be
assessed with reasonable certainty. The surplus included is calculated on a prudent basis to reflect
the proportion of the work carried out at the year end, by recording turnover and related costs as
contract activity progresses. Turnover is calculated as that proportion of total contract value which
costs incurred to date bear to total expected costs for that contract. Revenues derived from
variations on contracts are recognised only when they have been accepted by the customer. Full
provision is made for losses on all contracts in the year in which they are first foreseen.
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1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

1.15 Agency arrangements

The academy trust acts as an agent in distributing 16-19 bursary funds from ESFA. Payments
received from ESFA and subsequent disbursements to students are excluded from the statement of
financial activities as the trust does not have control over the charitable application of the funds.

1.16 Critical accounting estimates and areas of judgment

Estimates and judgments are continually evaluated and are based on historical experience and

other factors, including expectations of future events that are believed to be reasonable under the
circumstances.

Critical accounting estimates and assumptions:

The academy trust makes estimates and assumptions concerning the future. The resulting
accounting estimates and assumptions will, by definition, seldom equal the related actual results.
The estimates and assumptions that have a significant risk of causing a material adjustment to the
carrying amounts of assets and liabilities within the next financial year are discussed below.

The present value of the Local Government Pension Scheme defined benefit liability depends on a
number of factors that are determined on an actuarial basis using a variety of assumptions. The
assumptions used in determining the net cost (income) for pensions include the discount rate. Any
changes in these assumptions, which are disclosed in note 18, will impact the carrying amount of
the pension liability. Furthermore, a roll forward approach which projects results from the latest full
actuarial valuation performed at 31 March 2019 has been used by the actuary in valuing the
pensions liability at 31 August 2020. Any differences between the figures derived from the roll

forward approach and a full actuarial valuation would impact on the carrying amount of the pension
liability.

DONATIONS AND CAPITAL GRANTS

Restricted

Unrestricted Restricted fixed asset Total Total

funds funds funds funds funds

2024 2024 2024 2024 2023

£ £ £ £ £

Donations - - - - -

Football Foundation Grant - - - - -

Capital grants - - 35,053 35,053 99,963

Total 2024 - - 35,053 35,053 99,963
Total 2023

- - 99,963 - 99,963
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FUNDRAISING INCOME

Lettings income
Recharge for utilities

Total 2024

Total 2023

INVESTMENT INCOME

Short term deposits

Total 2023

Unrestricted

Restricted Total Total
funds funds funds funds
2024 2024 2024 2023
£ £ £ £
75,742
90,853 - 90,853 -
90,853 - 90,853 75,742
75,742 - 75,742 75,742
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
funds funds funds funds
2024 2024 2024 2023
£ £ £ £
185 - 185 142
142 - 142 142
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5.

FUNDING FOR ACADEMY'S EDUCATIONAL OPERATIONS

DfE/ESFA grants

General annual grant (GAG)

Other DfE/ESFA grants

Pupil Premium

Bursary Fund

Donations — DFE IT Re covid

Schools Direct

High Level Funding Needs

Rates relief

Other DFE Income — FSM holiday voucher
support

Other government grants
Non-Government grants
Other Income

School trip income

School meal income

Salary recharges
Other school income

Total 2024

Total 2023

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

funds funds funds funds

2024 2024 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

- 10,502,084 10,502,084 9,799,841

- 405,572 405,572 526,861

- 384,480 384,480 356,995

- 4,875 4,875 8,275

- 465,438 465,438 392,191

- 49,033 49,033 78,261

- 11,811,482 11,811,482 11,162,424

- - - 37,940

423,072 - 423,072 160,976

563,845 - 563,845 474,591

- 12,174 12,174 19,342

33,299 14,750 48,049 43,206

1,020,216 26,924 1,047,140 698,115
1,020,216 11,838,406 12,858,622
663,888 11,234,591 11,898,479
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6.

EXPENDITURE

Activities:

Direct costs
Support costs

Total 2024

Total 2023

Staff costs

Premises Other costs

Total Total

2024 2024 2024 2024 2023

£ £ £ £ £
7,829,837 - 1,144,280 8,974,117 8,316,893
2,296,110 700,322 926,919 3,923,351 3,878,466
10,125,947 700,322 2,071,199 12,897,468 12,195,359
9,835,048 617,355 1,742,956 - 12,195,359
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CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES

DIRECT COSTS EDUCATIONAL OPERATIONS

Wages and salaries
National insurance
Pension cost
Recruitment

Staff development
Educational supplies
Trips and pupil costs
Examination fees
Other direct costs

SUPPORT COSTS EDUCATIONAL OPERATIONS

Wages and salaries
National insurance
Pension cost
Depreciation
Maintenance
Insurance

Security and transport
LT

Rent and rates
Telephone

Catering

Other support costs

Printing and stationery
Legal

Professional

Bank charges
Governance costs

Total
funds
2024

6,175,129
615,049
1,039,659
18,146
35,866
206,293
466,454
215,886
201,635

8974117

1,526,645
118,088
651,377

56,071
299,246
68,947
27,638
238,429
273,113
2,945
359,771
124,483

86,820
57,052

2,017
10,538
20,171

3.923.351
12,897,468

Total
funds
2023

5,914,274
601,700
930,283

29,183
24,059
148,294
249,722
208,643
210,735

8,316,893

1,517,862
113,759
757,170

67,340
146,009
58,747
22,432
198,460
331,722
13,637
309,257
144,078

96,655

6,517
57,729
18,618
18,575

3,878,466
12,195,359

During the year ended 31 August 2024, the academy incurred the following Governance Costs:

£20,171 (2023: £18,425) included within the table above in respect of audit and non-audit services.
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NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE)

This is stated after charging:

2024 2023

Depreciation of tangible fixed assets:

- owned by the charity 56,071 67,340
Operating lease rentals -
L oss on disposal of assets - 4,186
Auditors remuneration 20171 18,425
AUDITORS' REMUNERATION
2024 2023
£ £
Fees payable to the academy's auditor and its associates for the
audit of the academy's annual accounts 13,861 12,350
Fees payable to the academy's auditor and its associates in
respect of:
All other non-audit services not included above 6,310 6.075
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10. STAFF COSTS AND EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

Staff costs were as follows:

2024 2023

£ £

Wages and salaries 7,437,932 7,161,717
Social security costs 755,407 736,061
Operating costs of defined benefit pension schemes 1,691,036 1,687,453
9,884,375 9,585,231

Supply teacher costs 241,572 249,817
10,125,947 9,835,048

The average number of persons employed by the academy during the year was as follows:

2024 2023
No. No.
Teachers 107 111
Educational Support 57 51
Admin and clerical 17 17
Premises and catering 33 34
Management 9 10
223 231

The number of employees whose employee benefits (excluding employer pension costs) exceeded £60,000

was:

No. No.
In the band £60,001 - £70,000 6 2
In the band £70,001 - £80,000 1 3
In the band £80,001 - £90,000 1 0
In the band £90,001 - £100,000 0 0
In the band £100,001 - £110,000 0 1
In the band £110,001 - £120,000 1 0

The above employees participated in the Teachers' Pension Scheme. During the year ended 31 August
2024 pension contributions for these staff members amounted to £169,658 (2023: £127,855).

The key management personnel of the Academy comprise the head teacher, two deputy head teachers, six

assistant head teachers and the business manager. The total employee benefits of the key management
personnel of the Company were £947,562 (2023: £971,129).
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THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2024

TRUSTEE’S REMUNERATION, PENSION CONTRIBUTION AND EXPENSES

One or more Trustees has been paid remuneration or has received other benefits from an employment with th
academy trust. The Principal and other staff Trustees only receive remuneration in respect of services the
provide undertaking the roles of principal and other staff members under their contracts of employment, and n¢
in respect of their role as Trustees, The value of Trustee’s remuneration and other benefits was as follows:

2024 2023

£ £

K Simpson - Principal Remuneration - 110,000-120,000
Pension contributions paid - 20,000-25,000

K Cunningham - Principal Remuneration 110,000-120,000 90,000-100,000

Pension contributions paid 25,000-30,000 20,000-25,000

C Vining — Staff Trustee Remuneration 50,000-55,000 45,000-50,000
Pension contributions paid 10,000-15,000 10,000-15,000

J Millington — Staff Trustee Remuneration 60,000-70,000 60,000-70,000
Pension contributions paid 10,000-15,000 10,000-15,000

During the year, no trustees were reimbursed for travel expenses (2023: £NIL)

TRUSTEE’S AND OFFICERS' INSURANCE

In accordance with normal commercial practice the academy has purchased insurance to protect trustees
and officers from claims arising from negligent acts, errors or omissions occurring whilst on academy
business. From 1 September 2017 insurance cover is with the ESFA's Risk Protection Arrangement and
provides cover up to £10,000,000. The school pays £23 per pupil and the total cost for all insurances for
the year ended 31 August 2024 was £40,365 (2023: £37,317). The fee for this insurance has increased
from £23 per pupil to £25.
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14,

13. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS

Cost
At 1 September 2023
Additions

Transfer to fixed assets
Disposals

At 31 August 2024

Depreciation

At 1 September 2023
Charge for the year
Disposals

At 31 August 2024

Net book value

At 31 August 2024

At 31 August 2023

DEBTORS

Trade debtors
Prepayments and accrued income
VAT recoverable

Assets in the L/Term
course of Leasehold Fixtures & Computer

construction  Property fittings equipment Total
£ £ £ £
199,192 5,143,550 79,007 98,899 5,520,648
30,400 - - - 30,400
229,592 - 5143,550 79,007 98,899 - 5,551,048
- 152,176 71,738 84,757 308,671
- 45,648 118 10,311 56,077
197,824 71,856 95,068 364,748
229,592 4,945,726 7,151 3,831 5,186,300
199,192 4,991,374 7,269 14,143 5,211,978

2024 2023

£ £

240,633 230,710

594,924 534,894

81,700 68,262

917,257 833,866
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15.

CREDITORS: Amounts falling due within one year

Trade creditors

Other taxation and social security
Other creditors

Accruals and deferred income

Deferred income

Deferred income at 1 September 2023
Resources deferred during the year
Amounts released from previous years

Deferred income at 31 August 2024

2024
£

82,785
170,416
432,612
762,397

1.448,210
2024

£

124,470
184,998
90,925

218,54

2023
£

86,340
209,678

271,078
577,628

1,144,724

2023

Deferred income at 31 August 2024 relates to Enthuse and Arkwright funding to be utilised in 2024/25,
funding from Neston Town Council to be presented to students in 2024/25 and income received relating
to school trips taking place during the academic year 2024/25 . (2023: £124,470)
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16. STATEMENT OF FUNDS

Unrestricted funds
Unrestricted funds

Restricted funds

General Annual Grant (GAG)

Funding for FSM voucher provision &

Ukranian families
High needs funding
Pupil Premium
Pupil Premium Year 7 catch up
Trade Union reclaim
Mentoring Income
Science Enthuse
Salary Recharges
Other DfE/ESFA funding
Catch up premium
Passport to Neston
Schools Direct
Rates Relief
Pension reserve

Restricted Fixed Asset Funds

Transfer of land and buildings
Devolved Formula Capital
Capital Expenditure from GAG

Total restricted funds
Total of funds

Balance at
1 Balance at
September Gains/ 31 August
2023 Income Expenditure (Losses) 2024
£ £ £ £ £
619,961 1,111,254 (1,090,638) - 640,577
110,228 10,502,084 (10,453,437) - 158,875
- 49,033 (49,033) - -
- 465,438 (465,438) - -
- 384,480 (384,480) - -
- 12,174 (12,174) - -
- 405,572 (405,572) - -
- 14,750 (14,750) - -
- 4,875 (4,875) - -
'(148,000) - 39,000 109,000 -
(37,772) 11,838,406 (11,750,759) 109,000 158,875
4,162,346 - (56,071) - 4,106,275
1,117,377 35,053 - - 1,152,430
5,279,723 35,053 (56,071) - 5,258,705
5,241,951 11,873,459 (11,806,830) 109,000 5,417,580
5,861,912 12,984,713 (12,897,468) 109,000 6,058,157
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16. STATEMENT OF FUNDS (Continued)

STATEMENT OF FUNDS - PRIOR YEAR

Unrestricted funds
Unrestricted funds

Restricted funds

General Annual Grant (GAG)
Funding for FSM voucher provision
High needs funding

Pupil Premium

Pupil Premium Year 7 catch up
Trade Union reclaim

Mentoring Income

Science Enthuse

Salary Recharges

Other DfE/ESFA COVID-19 funding
Catch up premium

Passport to Neston

Schools Direct

Rates Relief

Pension reserve

Restricted Fixed Asset Funds

Transfer of land and buildings
Devolved Formula Capital
Capital Expenditure from GAG

Total restricted funds

Total of funds

Balance at
1 Balance at
September Gains/ 31 August
2022 Income Expenditure (Losses) 2023
£ £ £ £ £
654,992 739,772 (774,803) - 619,961
64,165 9,799,841 (9,753,778) - 110,228
- 78,261 (78,261) - -
- 392,191 (392,191) - -
- 356,995 (356,995) - -
- 37,940 (37,940) - -
437 - (437) - -
- 19,342 (19,342) - -
- 526,861 (526,861) - -
- 14,885 (14,885) - -
- 8,275 (8,275) - -
316 - (316) - -
(638,000) - (136,000) 626,000 (148,000)
(673,082) 11,234,591 (11,325,281) 626,000 (37,772)
4,257,621 - (95,275) - 4,162,346
1,017,414 99,963 - - 1,117,377
5,275,035 99,963 (95,275) - 5,279,723
4,701,953 11,334,554 (11,420,556) 626,000 5,241,951
5,356,945 12,074,326 (12,195,359) 626,000 5,861,912
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16. STATEMENT OF FUNDS (Continued)

The specific purposes for which the funds are to be applied are as follows:

General Annual Grant
The General Annual Grant (GAG) is used specifically for the normal running costs incurred in delivering the
objects of the Academy as set out in the Company's Articles

High Needs Funding

High needs funding is intended to provide the most appropriate support package for an individual with special
educational needs (SEN) in a range of settings, taking account of parental and student choice, whilst avoiding
perverse incentives to over identify high needs pupils and students. It is also intended to support good quality
alternative provision for pupils who cannot receive their education in schools.

Pupil Premium
The pupil premium is additional funding for publicly funded schools in England to raise the attainment of
disadvantaged pupils of all abilities and to close the gaps between them and their peers.

Unrestricted funds are those other resources which may be used to further the objectives of the Academy and
include the transfer from the predecessor school.

Restricted fixed asset funds represent the fixed assets held by the school. The expenditure relates to
depreciation.

Under the funding agreement with the Secretary of State, the academy was not subject to a limit on the amount
of GAG that it could carry forward at 31 August 2024
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17. ANALYSIS OF NET ASSETS BETWEEN FUNDS

Unrestricted

funds

2024

£

Tangible fixed assets -
Current assets 2,088,787
Creditors due within one year (1,448,210)
Provisions for liabilities and charges -
640,577

ANALYSIS OF NET ASSETS BETWEEN FUNDS PRIOR YEAR

Unrestricted
funds
2023
£

Tangible fixed assets
Current assets 1,764,685
Creditors due within one year (1,144,724)
Provisions for liabilities and charges -
619,961

Restricted
Restricted fixed asset Total
funds funds funds
2024 2024 2024
£ £ £
- 5,186,300 5,186,300
158,875 72,405 2,320,067
- - (1,448,210)
158,875 5,258,705 6,058,157
Restricted
Restricted fixed asset Total
funds funds funds
2023 2023 2023
£ £ £
5,211,978 5,211,978
110,228 67,745 1,942,658
- - (1,144,724)
(148,000) - (148,000)
(37,772) 5,279,723 5,861,912
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18.

PENSION COMMITMENTS

The academy's employees belong to two principal pension schemes: The Teacher's Pension Scheme for
England and Wales (TPS) for academic and related staff; and the Local Government Pension Scheme
(LGPS) for nonteaching staff, which is managed by Cheshire West and Chester Council. Both are
Multiemployer defined benefit pension schemes.

The latest actuarial valuation of the TPS related to the period ended 31 March 2020 and of the LGPS 31
March 2022.

There were no outstanding or prepaid contributions at either the beginning or the end of the financial year.
Teachers' Pension Scheme

The Teachers' Pension Scheme (TPS) is a statutory, contributory, defined benefit scheme, governed by
the Teachers' Pension Scheme Regulations 2014. Membership is automatic for full-time teachers in
academies. All teachers have the option to opt-out of the TPS following enrolment.

The TPS is an unfunded scheme to which both the member and employer makes contributions, as a
percentage of salary - these contributions are credited to the Exchequer. Retirement and other pension
benefits are paid by public funds provided by Parliament.

VALUATION OF THE TEACHERS' PENSION SCHEME

The Government Actuary, using normal actuarial principles, conducts a formal actuarial review of the TPS
in accordance with the Public Service Pensions (Valuations and Employer Cost Cap) Directions 2014
published by HM Treasury every 4 years. The aim of the review is to specify the level of future contributions.
Actuarial scheme valuations are dependent on assumptions about the value of future costs, design of
benefits and many other factors. The latest actuarial valuation of the TPS was carried out as at 31 March
2016. The valuation report was published by the Department for Education on 5 March 2019. The key
elements of the valuation and subsequent consultation are:

employer contribution rates set at 23.68% of pensionable pay (including a 0.08% administration levy)

total scheme liabilities (pensions currently in payment and the estimated cost of future benefits) for service
to the effective date of £218,100 million and notional assets (estimated future contributions together with
the notional investments held at the valuation date) of £196,100 million, giving a notional past service
deficit of £22,000 million

the SCAPE rate, set by HMT, is used to determine the notional investment return. The current SCAPE rate
is 2.4% above the rate of CPI, assumed real rate of return is 2.4% in excess of prices and 2% in excess
of earnings. The rate of real earnings growth is assumed to be 2.2%. The assumed nominal rate of return
including earnings growth is 4.45%.

The next valuation result is due to be implemented from 1 April 2024.

The employer's pension costs paid to TPS in the year amounted to £1,317,336 (2023 - £1,184,966).

A copy of the valuation report and supporting documentation is on the Teachers' Pensions website
(https://www .teacherspensions.co.uk/news/employers/2019/04/teachers-pensions-valuation-report.aspx).
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18.

PENSION COMMITMENTS (continued)

Under the definitions set out in FRS 102, the TPS is an unfunded multi-employer pension scheme. The
Group has accounted for its contributions to the scheme as if it were a defined contribution scheme. The
Group has set out above the information available on the Teachers’ Pension Scheme. The latest actuarial
valuation of the TPS related to the period ended 31 March 2020 and of the LGPS to the period ended 31
March 2022.

Local Government Pension Scheme

The LGPS is a funded defined benefit scheme, with assets held in separate trustee administered funds.
The total contribution made for the year ended 31 August 2024 was £542,721 (2023 £485,000), of which
employer's contributions totaled £422,436 (2023 £378,000) and employees' contributions totaled £120,285
(2023 £107,000). The agreed contribution rates for future years are 14.65% for employers and between
5.5% and 12.5% for employees.

Parliament has agreed, at the request of the Secretary of State for Education, to a guarantee that, in the
event of academy closure, outstanding Local Government Pension Scheme liabilities would be met by the
Department for Education. The guarantee came into force on 18 July 2013 and on 21 July 2022, the
Department for Education reaffirmed its commitment to the guarantee, with a parliamentary minute
published on GOV.UK.

Principal actuarial assumptions:

2024 2023
0, 0,
Discount rate for scheme liabilities 5.00% 5.20%
Rate of increase in salaries 3.35% 3.70%
Rate of increase for pensions in payment / inflation 2.65% 3.00%

The current mortality assumptions include sufficient allowance for future improvements in mortality rates.
The assumed life expectations on retirement age 65 are:

2024 2023
Retiring today
Males 19.9 20.0
Females 23.7 23.7
Retiring in 20 years 21.2 21.3
Males
Females 25.2 25.2
At 31 At 31
August August
Sensitivity analysis 2024 2023
£ £
Discount rate decrease -0.1% 136,000 127,000
Salary rate increase +0.1% 6,000 13,000
Pension rate increase +0.1% 133,000 116,000
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18.

PENSION COMMITMENTS (continued)
The academy's share of the assets in the scheme was:
Fair value at
31 August
2024
£
Equities 3,368,150
Debt instruments 2,097,150
Property 826,150
Cash and other liquid assets 63,550
Total market value of assets 6,355,000
The actual return on scheme assets was £559,240 (2023 - (£119,438)).
Movements in the present value of the defined benefit obligation were as follows:
2024
£
Opening defined benefit obligation 5,577,000
Current service cost 379,000
Interest cost 299,000
Employee contributions 121,000
Actuarial (gains)/losses (38,000)
Benefits paid (143,000)
Closing defined benefit obligation 6,195,000
Movements in the fair value of the academy's share of scheme assets:
2024
£
Opening fair value of scheme assets 5,429,000
Interest income 293,000
Actuarial gains 71,000
Employee contributions 121,000
Benefits paid (143,000)
Employer contributions 424,000
Closing fair value of scheme assets 6,195,000

Fair value at
31 August
2023

£

2,823,080
1,791,570
760,060
54,290

5,429,000

2023
£

5,841,000
485,000
258,000
107,000

(1,008,000)

(106,000)
2,577,000

2023
£

5,203,000
229,000
(382,000)
107,000
(106,000)
378,000

5,429,000
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19.

20.

OPERATING LEASE COMMITMENTS

At 31 August 2024 the total of the Academy trust’s future minimum lease payments under non-cancellable
operating leases was:

2024 2023
£ £
Other amounts payable:
Within 1 year 14,350 31,997
Between 1 and 5 years 22,628 36,979
After more than 5 years -
Total 36.978 68,976
Land and Building Amounts payable:
Within 1 year 212,540 205,314
Between 1 and 5 years 904,640 873,884
After more than 5 years 3,245,396 3,358,992
Total 4,362,576 4,438,190

The land and buildings lease payments relate to rental and facilities management for the new building.

RECONCILIATION OF NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS TO NET CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING
ACTIVITIES

2024 2023
£ £
Net expenditure for the year (as per Statement of Financial Activities) 87,245 (121,033)
Adjustment for:
Depreciation charges 56,071 67,340
Loss on disposal of assets - 27,936
Dividends, interest and rents from investments (185) (142)
Increase in debtors (83,384) (191,494)
Increase/(decrease) in creditors 303,486 177,333
Capital grants from DfE and other capital income (35,053) (99,963)
Defined benefit pension scheme cost less contributions payable (39.000) 136,000
Net cash used in operating activities 289,180 (4,023)
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ANALYSIS OF CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

2024 2023
£ £
Cash at bank 1,402,810 1,108,792
Total
1,402,810 11 2
ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN NET DEBT
Acquisition/ Other
At1 disposal New non- At 31
September Cash of finance cash August
2023 Flows subsidiaries leases changes 2024
£ £ £ £ £ £
Cash 1,108,792 294,018 - - - 1,402,810
Total 1,108,792 294,018 - - - 1,402,810

RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

Owing to the nature of the academy trust and the composition of the board of trustees being drawn from
local public and private sector organisations, transactions may take place with organisations in which the
trustees have an interest. The following related party transactions took place in the financial period.

Duncan Haworth is a member of the National Governance Association. During the year a subscription fee
was paid of £300 and a learning link of £110 (2023: £298). The transaction was carried out at arm's length
and there was no balance owing to NGA as at 31 August 2024

All transactions involving such organisations are conducted in accordance with the requirements of the
Academy Trust Handbook, including notifying ESFA of all transactions made on or after 1 April 2019 and
obtaining their approval where required, and with the academy trust’s financial regulations and normal
procurement procedures relating to connected and related party transactions.
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24,

25,

26.

MEMBERS' LIABILITY
Each member of the charitable company undertakes to contribute to the assets of the company in the
event of it being wound up while he/she is a member, or within one year after he/she ceases to be a

member, such amount as may be required, not exceeding £10 for the debts and liabilities contracted before
he/she ceases to be a member.

AGENCY ARRANGEMENTS

The academy trust distributes 16-19 bursary funds to students as an agent for ESFA. in the accounting
period ending 31 August 2024 the trust received £15,112.44 and had £8,758.33 from 2022.23. The trust
disbursed £19,073.53 from the fund. £4,797.24 remains to be distributed in 2024/25.

CAPITAL COMMITMENTS

2024 2023

Contracted for, but not provided for in the financial statements - -

All capital commitment relating to completion of the football pitch which is being funded by the Football
Foundation, a local football team and Neston High School are accounted for within the accounts above.
This project is till on going with completion expected in 2024/25.
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