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Introduction to the Course 

Course Overview:   
Spanish 1-2 is a novice low to novice high (ACTFL standards) level course and is taught over two semesters in 
the World Languages Department. It is open to 9th-12th graders who wish to develop Spanish language 
proficiency. Competency in languages other than one’s own is essential to communication and cross-cultural 
understanding in today’s global community. The course includes methodologies such as  TPRS (Teaching 
Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling) and CI (Comprehensible Input), literature/novels, media, and 
discussions that highlight the contributions and experiences of historically marginalized groups. Studying 
another language not only provides individuals with the ability to express thoughts and ideas for their 
purposes but also provides them with access to multiple perspectives that are only available through the 
language and culture. Language learning offers academic, social, and cultural benefits that will serve students 
throughout their lives. The proficiencies acquired through the study of languages endow learners with 
cognitive, analytical, and communication skills that support the development of collaboration, critical 
thinking, intercultural competence, creative and independent learning, and individual character. Throughout 
Spanish 1-2 students will engage in discourse in the target language about their unique identities and the 
identities of others with an emphasis on inclusivity, affirmation of marginalized experiences, and 
understanding diverse perspectives. Using student experience as an integrated part of the curriculum makes 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/subject-requirement-a-g.html
http://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-Do_Statements.pdf


the course explicitly relevant to real-world learning and communication. Students with developing linguistic 
skills are enabled to communicate more effectively and address the challenges of a dynamic and diverse 
world.  
 
In this course, students will…​
 
A. Comprehend subject identification from verb ending (who is the actor in the sentence)  
B. Recognize elements of syntax - object pronouns, 2 verbs in a row (quiero ir, estoy escuchando, quiero 
comer, puedo ir…), order of adjectives and nouns  
C. Be introduced to the proper use of noun/ adjective/ article agreement  
D. Identify subject/verb agreement with emphasis on first and third person  
E. Learn some common verbs in all persons of present tense  
F. Practice communicating immediate plans (ir a - voy a estudiar)  
G. Identify who the actors are in a sentence through subject pronouns  
H. Be exposed to simple possessive adjectives (la casa de mi amigo, instead of mi amigo’s casa)  
I. Be introduced to the difference between ser/estar  
J. Learn to use “gustar” simply to talk about likes and dislikes  
K. Learn high-frequency vocabulary and verbs in the present tense. In addition, students will be introduced to 
numbers and time, family (home unit), basic descriptions, birthdays, age, interests, days of the week, months, 
colors, descriptive adjectives, simple weather and seasons, clothing, basic food, school, classes, community 
buildings (biblioteca, cine, clubes), main events (sports, dances, movies), basic professions, basic body parts, 
and hobbies/activities.  
L. Learn interrogatives (cómo, cuándo, etc.)  
M. Learn the country names and basic geography of the Spanish-speaking world 
N. Be introduced to a variety of cultural Products, Practices, and Perspectives of Spanish-speaking countries of 
study.    

 
 
 

Unit Title: Learning about the family and Self-description 

Unit Summary:  
 
This unit is focused on family and family-related topics and vocabulary. Students will learn about different 
kinds of families: family traditions, activities, relationships, and descriptions of the various people that make 
up a family. This unit will include opportunities to explore LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC identities within the family 
and themes of inclusivity and belonging. Also, in this unit students focus on self-description and will learn 
vocabulary about personal characteristics, core values, and physical appearance. They will also practice 
introducing themselves and others respectfully and inclusively, taking into account diverse family structures 
and identities. 

Essential Questions:  
❖​ What is family? Who makes up a family? How do families vary across cultures? 
❖​ What role does the Spanish language play in expressing family relationships and personal identity?  
❖​ How do we describe ourselves respectfully and inclusively? 
❖​ What are some of the cultural similarities, and differences that exist between the family structures in 

my community and those of other communities? 
❖​ What do the family structures in both your community and other Spanish-speaking communities tell 

us about the values of our society? 

Unit Outcomes/Standards:  



By the end of this unit students will be able to: 
ACFTL standards 
❖​ Communication - Students will communicate effectively in spoken and written Spanish, discussing 

family.  CAN DO STATEMENT: I can communicate on some very familiar topics using words and 
phrases that I have practiced and memorized.  

❖​ Culture Standard 2.1 & 2.2 -  
➢​ Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and 

perspectives of the culture studied. 
➢​ Students will demonstrate proficiency in listening and reading comprehension by analyzing 

authentic texts about families and their culture in the Spanish-speaking world 
Students address three major themes within culture: Self, Community, and World. These themes will be 
integrated, and aligned with student levels of proficiency. As students progress from beginner to intermediate 
to advanced, interactions with the theme and language will become increasingly nuanced and sophisticated 
(cognitively and linguistically).  
 
 
WL CA standards: 
❖​ Presentational: Make simple presentations in culturally appropriate ways on transactional and 

informal topics related to self and the immediate environment. CAN DO STATEMENT: I can present, 
orally and in writing, some very familiar topics using words and phrases that I have practiced and 
memorized. 

❖​ Interpretive: Demonstrate understanding of the main idea and some details on topics related to self 
and the immediate environment. CAN DO STATEMENT: I can write, understand, and read words, 
phrases, and simple sentences related to everyday life. I can recognize pieces of information on the 
main topic. 

❖​ Culturally Appropriate Interaction: Interact with understanding in a variety of familiar 
age-appropriate situations and informal settings 

 
 
 

Sample Unit Assignments:  
❖​ Presentational Project: Students create a visual representation of their family tree, (physical or 

virtual) labeling each family member in Spanish and provide basic information such as name, age, and 
relationship.Interpersonal communication: self-Introduction My T-shirt - Soy (I am)  Using the 
letters of their name, students describe themselves in Spanish.  They draw, color, and cut out their 
T-shirts reflecting their likes/dislikes, origin, self-identity,  accomplishments, and anything they feel 
proud of. They use appropriate vocabulary and pronunciation and they pair-share in regular 
conversations. They use linguistic structures such as “yo soy” (I am) “me gusta” (I like / Something is 
pleasing to me), “tengo” (I have) 

❖​ Interpersonal Role-Play Dialogues: In pairs or small groups, students create and perform short 
dialogues introducing family members using their family tree, or fictional ones (i.e. celebrities). Also, 
they are presented with several racially diverse families, and will be describing their personalities and 
relationships, They use linguistic structures such as “es” (s/he is)  “son” (they are) “le(s)  gusta” (they 
like / something is pleasing to him-her/them), “tiene(n)” (they have) 

❖​ Presentational Family Photo students will produce a family photo album that includes not only pictures, 
but descriptions of their family, home life, and daily activities. They can use photos and descriptions of their 
actual family or a fictional one. They use linguistic structures such as “es” (s/he is)  “son” (they are) “le(s)  
gusta” (they like/ something is pleasing to him-her/them), “tiene(n)” (they have). This activity can be 
done with a fictional family as well, to take into account the many different family structures and lack 
thereof.  

❖​ “Bajo la misma luna” (Under the same moon) movie. By watching this movie students will take a 
glimpse into Mexican culture, family dynamics, and the experience of illegal immigrants to the US. 
They will explore the themes of separation, resilience, and the bond between a single mom working in 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10AB2MhOj7WEb9fFbgNcxFLE2jt18e-jw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r_ZoRDAMTLK5UvCen-AZ7fCDOKLHxrqW/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xUE87n2BO7ZkQ_KYJEdSbmbRIpRk_2t0I_P-0pAEucM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SA_18dZF3dfFpAeySa2u8-0KCJNxWXYd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111172143658198622053&rtpof=true&sd=true


the US and her son who illegally crossed the border to reunite with her. Students will have much 
appreciation for diverse experiences and perspectives within the Spanish-speaking world. 

 
 

Sample Unit Assessment:  
❖​ Presentational Assignments Success criteria 

Students will be available to work in pairs or individually, 
They will orally describe their families/themselves to the class. 

❖​ Interpersonal speaking Assignments: Success criteria 
When presenting/communicating their T-shirts. Family Photo, students will be evaluated not only on 
how well they know the vocabulary but more importantly on the communicative goal with relevant 
content 

 

Recommended Texts and Resources:  
❖​ Novellas such as “Soy yo la, mosca” describe the adventures of a fly and its relationship with other pets 

in the family.   
❖​ Design your own T-shirt 
❖​ Writing resource for Bajo la Misma Luna and Activities: Bajo la Misma Luna 
❖​ Virtual free family tree with Canva 
❖​ Online web resources to describe oneself and others.  
❖​ Stories on sefl description  Look I can Talk (TPRS) 
❖​ Fluency through TPR Storytelling (stories on friends and family) 

 
 
 

Unit Title: School Life, Exploring My Surroundings 

Unit Summary:  
In this unit, students will learn the theme of school from an equitable and inclusive perspective. Students will 
learn vocabulary related to school subjects, activities, and facilities, as well as practice describing their school 
routines and experiences. They will be able to properly tell the time in the target language. Emphasis will be 
placed on respecting diverse educational backgrounds and fostering inclusivity within the classroom. 
 

Essential Questions:  
❖​ How does language help us communicate about school experiences and activities inclusively? 
❖​ What are the similarities and differences in school systems across Spanish-speaking countries? 
❖​ How can we create an inclusive learning environment that respects everyone's educational 

experiences and backgrounds? 

Unit Outcomes/Standards:  
By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
❖​ Describe school subjects, activities, and facilities using appropriate vocabulary (ACTFL Novice Low). 
❖​ Discuss their school routines, preferences, and experiences in Spanish (ACTFL Novice Low-Mid). 
❖​ Compare and contrast school systems and educational experiences in Spanish-speaking countries 

(ACTFL Novice Mid). 
❖​ Use inclusive language and demonstrate cultural awareness in discussions about education (ACTFL 

Intercultural Communicative Competence). 

Sample Unit Assignments:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11gY8eZt8V9iubQCl6IkZU4egHGTZh7zz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UCxkBRwGTdhJ0DECLtfspIvof8TcneOL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.taalleermethodenwebshop.com/en_GB/a-80788817/readers-spanish/beginners-a1-soy-yo-la-mosca-adriana-ramirez/#description
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h29x5mYvbrJ0oXfy6BrOHCaLv_6pK0rpYQYTVyEgpfM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZJ0Wi41pRQxMIkX0qTRlvhS8SKNX9LctZYRgHSYUkSE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fnn3I8QGOUNvEYJE-yOUZKdMkbqwjgrn/view?usp=sharing
https://www.canva.com/graphs/family-trees/
https://www.profedeele.es/actividad/adjetivos-ilustrados-81-120/
https://www.tprsbooks.com/shop/spanish-look-i-can-talk-student/
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Contee-Seely/dp/0929724216/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=34K2AFV7FIWBL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EWn_cYNgVt9bA7tBjHIVRs0LmVzxCjRMYQpZlo6WChfwsDeUA4u_75aQGj0HTLvl.m8hFjCNBRrYce27GignnNA6lMlkf-s9AxTyu20lZeiQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=fluency+through+tpr&qid=1723825642&sprefix=fluency+through+tpr+%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1


❖​ Interpersonal Telling time. Students practice telling time in Spanish both orally and in written in 
pairs and groups. 

❖​ School Schedule Project: Students create a visual representation of their school schedule in Spanish, 
labeling subjects and daily activities. They present their schedules to the class, discussing their 
favorite subjects and extracurricular activities. 

❖​ School Map Project Students create a labeled map of their school, identifying key areas such as 
classrooms, cafeteria, library, gym, etc., in Spanish. They then present their maps to the class, 
describing each area and discussing how these spaces contribute to a positive learning environment. 

❖​ Cultural Exchange short reflection: Students watch a video on Valentine´s day in Mexico. Not only 
do they compare school climate in Mexico  with their own school experience, but also they highlight 
similarities, differences, and cultural values. The reflection encourages students to think critically 
about how education systems can reflect and support diverse communities. 

❖​ Role-Play Dialogues: In pairs or small groups, students create role-play dialogues simulating 
common school scenarios such as asking for help, discussing schedules, or talking about favorite 
classes. They incorporate vocabulary and phrases learned in class, focusing on inclusivity and respect. 

Sample Unit Assessment:  
❖​ Presentational Assignments Success criteria 

Students will be available to work in pairs or individually, 
They will orally describe their campus maps in Spanish to the class 

❖​ Interpersonal speaking Assignments: Success criteria 
When presenting/communicating about school schedule, facilities, surroundings, etc. students will be 
evaluated not only on how well they know the vocabulary but more importantly on the 
communicative goal with relevant content. 

❖​ Written Assignments: 
Quizzes on expressing the time in Spanish 

 

Recommended Texts and Resources:  
❖​ Vocabulary on school related actions, facilities, subjects, etc. 
❖​ Online Resources: Interactive videos  about telling time; Quizlet for vocabulary practice, 

environment and routines. 
❖​ Mini Movie: Amor de lata 
❖​ Stories on school life topics  from Look I can Talk (TPRS) 
❖​ Fluency through TPR Storytelling (school and hobbies) 

 
 
 
 

Unit Title: Active pursuits: playing sports, hobbies, leisure activities and equity in sports 

Unit Summary: In this unit of the Spanish 1 course, students will explore the exciting world of sports, 
hobbies, and leisure activities through the lens of the Spanish language. They will learn essential vocabulary 
and phrases to describe various sports, hobbies, and leisure activities, as well as discuss their personal 
interests and those of others. The unit will also introduce students to the cultural significance of sports and 
leisure in Spanish-speaking countries, encouraging them to compare these practices with those in their own 
culture. 

Students will engage in activities that promote inclusivity and respect for diverse interests and abilities. 
Through various assignments students will develop their ability to communicate about their favorite 
pastimes in Spanish, while also fostering an appreciation for the rich cultural diversity that exists within the 
realm of sports and leisure. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1w6dX5L8w5qQxIkQEyh9e6RduzMbxchx-CeHJOZX4wg8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JXomhw0swCcJa56wseu-8TjP2HHYF5vE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UELMbTEEMv73IWsx1b2eMjRnlxWKl5UHYe1P9sRjuBY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UvOiQzPq5wLEY8eCwxMQXEVayu84eSus/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1piEsDAXWxhha_T0ncHvaBx0yJPnH8SLDSu_ntYMfUMs/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11gY8eZt8V9iubQCl6IkZU4egHGTZh7zz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UCxkBRwGTdhJ0DECLtfspIvof8TcneOL/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CCeYzXUghEqBXaX9RXL8UGsUSsszt7LfUedA0X9c21s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1piEsDAXWxhha_T0ncHvaBx0yJPnH8SLDSu_ntYMfUMs/edit?usp=sharing
https://edpuzzle.com/media/633765b50732034190f3578c
https://quizlet.com/539307976/leccion-2-en-la-escuela-complete-flash-cards/?funnelUUID=95f63f2d-4a1d-4dd1-8615-4263a3718667
https://vimeo.com/50774720
https://www.tprsbooks.com/shop/spanish-look-i-can-talk-student/
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Contee-Seely/dp/0929724216/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=34K2AFV7FIWBL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EWn_cYNgVt9bA7tBjHIVRs0LmVzxCjRMYQpZlo6WChfwsDeUA4u_75aQGj0HTLvl.m8hFjCNBRrYce27GignnNA6lMlkf-s9AxTyu20lZeiQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=fluency+through+tpr&qid=1723825642&sprefix=fluency+through+tpr+%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1


Essential Questions:  

❖​ What are the names of common sports and leisure activities in Spanish-speaking cultures? 
❖​ How can I describe my favorite sports and hobbies in Spanish? 
❖​ How can I discuss and reflect on issues of equity in sports using Spanish? 
❖​ What are some ways in which sports and hobbies contribute to cultural identity and community? 

 

Unit Outcomes/Standards:  
By the end of this unit, sstudents will not only be able to talk about their hobbies and interests in Spanish 
but will also have gained a deeper understanding of the role these activities play in different cultures, 
helping them to become more inclusive and culturally aware communicators. 
 
ACTFL Standards: 

❖​ Communication: 
➢​ Interpretive Communication: Understand and interpret basic written and spoken language 

about sports, hobbies, and issues of equity in sports. 
➢​ Presentational Communication: Present information on sports, hobbies, and equity issues 

using appropriate vocabulary and grammar. 
➢​ Interpersonal Communication: Engage in conversations about personal interests and social 

issues related to sports and leisure. 
❖​ Cultures: 

➢​ Cultural Practices: Explore cultural practices and traditions related to sports and leisure 
activities in Spanish-speaking countries. 

➢​ Cultural Perspectives: Reflect on how sports can reflect social issues such as equity and 
inclusion. 

❖​ Connections: 
➢​ Connections to Other Disciplines: Connect language learning to subjects such as social 

studies, physical education, and health by discussing equity in sports. 
❖​ Comparisons: 

➢​ Language Comparisons: Compare and contrast how sports and hobbies are discussed in 
Spanish compared to students’ native languages. 

 

Sample Unit Assignments:  

❖​ Introduction to Vocabulary: 
➢​ Activity: Use flashcards and images to introduce vocabulary related to sports (e.g., fútbol, 

baloncesto, béisbol), hobbies (e.g., leer, pintar, nadar), and leisure activities. 
➢​ Interactive Practice: Conduct a matching game or digital quiz where students match images 

and words with their definitions. 
❖​ Describing Activities: 

➢​ Activity: Students use sentence starters to describe their favorite sports and hobbies (e.g., 
“Me gusta jugar al fútbol porque…”). 

➢​ Pair Work: Students interview each other about their favorite activities and preferences, 
then share with the class. 

❖​ Cultural Exploration: 
➢​ Activity: Research and present on popular sports person”My favorite Athlete” of a 

Spanish-speaking country. Create digital presentation including  cultural insights and present 
to the class. 

➢​ Discussion: Compare these activities with those in students' own cultures, focusing on 
similarities and differences. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gyAqJ6m3KqoKCOxDdZCZjTsiF8Ps93gqJiO8BhqCNaw/edit?usp=sharing
https://quizlet.com/581612560/los-pasatiempos-y-lugares-subset-of-l4-flash-cards/?funnelUUID=ff26d202-6217-4f51-a5a4-9b8d4ddcf027
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gkr1Q8P6mnE_Oiv-2EUo-7xCWTrV7wbQ/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NGj389dIs6WVpCaCmy0gmmpu18Dj35H1jRF61RVTTTA/edit?usp=sharing


❖​ Equity in Sports Discussion: 
➢​ Activity: Read an article or watch a video on gender equity or racial diversity in sports. 

Discuss key points and vocabulary in class. 
➢​ Group Activity: Create a list of issues related to equity in sports and brainstorm potential 

solutions or improvements. Present findings in Spanish. 
❖​ Soccer Narration 

➢​ Activity: Students narrate their favorite soccer team video (30 seconds to 1 minute) and 
address fair playand inclusion. 

➢​ Example Scenario: “Include videos of more girls soccer clubs or how to promote fairness in a 
local soccer league.” 

Sample Unit Assessments:  
❖​ Presentational Assignments Success criteria 

Students will be available to work in pairs or individually, 
They will orally narrate a short clip of a soccer team. 

❖​ Interpersonal speaking Assignments: Success criteria 
When describing sports, leisure activities tudents will be evaluated not only on how well they know 
the vocabulary but more importantly on the communicative goal with relevant content 

❖​ Vocabulary Quiz: A quiz on vocabulary related to sports, hobbies, and equity issues. Includes 
matching, fill-in-the-blanks, and multiple-choice questions. 

 

 

Recommended Texts and Resources:  
❖​ Soccer terminology and actions 
❖​ Chatmats for conversations about sports 
❖​ Vocabulary on leisure, hobbies 
❖​ Stories on sports from Look I can Talk (TPRS) 
❖​ Fluency through TPR Storytelling (sports, pastimes, leisure  stories) 

 
 
 
 

Unit Title: Vacations, weather and environment 

Unit Summary: In this unit students will explore the themes of vacations, weather, and the environment. 
They will learn vocabulary related to different types of vacations, weather conditions, and environmental 
features. Through various activities and assessments, students will practice discussing their vacation 
preferences, describing weather patterns, and expressing their opinions on environmental issues in 
Spanish. The unit also emphasizes cultural awareness, as students compare vacation habits and 
environmental practices in Spanish-speaking countries with those in their own culture. 
 

Essential Questions:  

1.​ How does weather influence our daily lives and vacation plans? 
2.​ How can I describe my vacation plans and leisure activities in Spanish? 
3.​ How do vacation and free time activities in Spanish-speaking cultures compare to those in my own 

culture? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10XwczvZp4wpcbCeW4Xzv4SEPZmC-Gylh/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xQWyCnr-ZFq5B7ffslw_1RbTdxTDB0-_KRlqndjcD6c/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11gY8eZt8V9iubQCl6IkZU4egHGTZh7zz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UCxkBRwGTdhJ0DECLtfspIvof8TcneOL/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M68zGZuNAo67AXjxINNyBA1ZJL84i9OEJ-Yc8hrkJRM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gkr1Q8P6mnE_Oiv-2EUo-7xCWTrV7wbQ/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gyAqJ6m3KqoKCOxDdZCZjTsiF8Ps93gqJiO8BhqCNaw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.tprsbooks.com/shop/spanish-look-i-can-talk-student/
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Contee-Seely/dp/0929724216/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=34K2AFV7FIWBL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EWn_cYNgVt9bA7tBjHIVRs0LmVzxCjRMYQpZlo6WChfwsDeUA4u_75aQGj0HTLvl.m8hFjCNBRrYce27GignnNA6lMlkf-s9AxTyu20lZeiQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=fluency+through+tpr&qid=1723825642&sprefix=fluency+through+tpr+%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1


4.​ What are some common cultural practices related to vacations and free time in Spanish-speaking 
countries? 

Unit Outcomes/Standards:  
By the end of this unit, students will develop their Spanish language skills while gaining a deeper 
understanding of how vacations, weather, and environmental practices vary across cultures. 
 
ACTFL Standards: 

❖​ Communication: 
➢​ Interpretive Communication: Understand and interpret basic spoken and written language 

related to vacations and leisure activities. 
➢​ Presentational Communication: Present information about vacation plans and free time 

activities using appropriate vocabulary and grammar. 
➢​ Interpersonal Communication: Engage in conversations about personal vacation plans and 

leisure activities. 
❖​ Cultures: 

➢​ Cultural Practices: Explore vacation and leisure practices in Spanish-speaking countries 
and compare them with students' own cultural practices. 

➢​ Cultural Perspectives: Reflect on how leisure activities and vacations contribute to cultural 
identity and community in Spanish-speaking cultures. 

❖​ Connections: 
➢​ Connections to Other Disciplines: Connect language learning to subjects like geography 

and social studies by exploring vacation destinations and cultural practices. 
❖​ Comparisons: 

➢​ Language Comparisons: Compare how vacations and leisure activities are discussed in 
Spanish versus students’ native languages. 

Sample Unit Assignments:  

❖​ Vocabulary Introduction: 
➢​ Activity: Introduce vocabulary related to vacations and free time (e.g., playa, montaña, 

viajar, descansar, pasatiempos) using flashcards, images, and a vocabulary list. 
➢​ Interactive Practice: Play a matching game where students match pictures with the 

corresponding vocabulary words and their definitions. 
❖​ Describing Vacation Plans: 

➢​ Activity: Students use sentence structures to describe their ideal vacation (e.g., “Quiero ir a 
la playa / Prefiero montar a caballo / no quiero jugar a las cartas…”). 

➢​ Pair Work: In pairs, students interview each other about their vacation and summarize 
their partner’s responses to the class. 

❖​ Cultural Exploration:  
➢​ Travel Brochure Project: Students create a travel brochure in Spanish for a vacation 

destination of their choice of a Spanish Speaking Country. The brochure includes 
descriptions of the destination, suggested activities, typical weather conditions, and 
environmental features. Students present their brochures to the class, using the vocabulary 
and phrases learned throughout  the unit. 

➢​ Discussion: Compare different brochusers and discuss them in class 
❖​ Role-Playing: 

➢​ Activity: Role-play booking a vacation or discussing vacation plans with a travel agent. Use 
phrases and vocabulary related to travel (e.g., “Quiero reservar una habitación…”). 

➢​ Example Scenario: Students listen to an audio of a conversation, write down / cross check 
key vocabulary. One student plays a travel agent while another student describes their ideal 
vacation and asks questions about travel options. 

https://quizlet.com/374604186/senderos-1-leccion-5-las-vacaciones-flash-cards/?funnelUUID=2b3435f2-b66e-4b19-adba-7e9eeeed9f97
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yBYYVLW1E5uhHj7Ok_zNVd5oj9NW8O914wiIu0gDjUM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13qEBarY3H_ITJY6CCHdVL1MM8WgFOADMqoskgmEd9IM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Y429FINmAhVdohENPYTMZSlR2gF_XCH/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P4w8ovoMCnON1XwrMzlhWKb8fhmpV5eC/view?usp=sharing


❖​ Cultural Practice Analysis: 
➢​ Activity: Watch a video  traditional holiday or festival in a Spanish-speaking country. Discuss 

how these practices compare to local holidays and free time activities. 
❖​ Comprehenson: Answer a few questions on what they learned about the cultural  
❖​ Weather Forecast: 

➢​ Activity: Conduct a weather forecast for an entire week of their favorite city.  Create a chart 
to display the results and describe them in Spanish. 

➢​ Presentation: Present the results to the class and discuss about different weather situations 
in Spanish. 

 

Sample Unit Assessment:  

❖​ Vocabulary Quiz: 
➢​ Format: A quiz on vocabulary related to vacations and free time, including matching, 

fill-in-the-blanks, and multiple-choice questions. 
❖​ Interpersonal speaking Assignments: Success criteria 

➢​ Speaking Assessment: A brief conversation where students describe their ideal vacation or 
a favorite free time activity. Assess pronunciation, fluency, and correct use of vocabulary. 

❖​ Presentational Assignments Success criteria 
➢​ Travel brochure: A group project where students research and present a travel brochure of 

a Spanish speaking country destination. Evaluate for correct use of Spanish, and 
presentation skills. 

❖​ Interpersonal speaking Assignments: Success criteria 
➢​ Role-Play evaluation Assess students during role-playing activities for their ability to use 

target vocabulary and structures, their engagement, and their ability to discuss vacation 
plans effectively. 

 

 

Recommended Texts and Resources:  
❖​ Video about weather expressions in Spanish 
❖​ Vocabulary list on vacations terms and weather 
❖​ Chatmats ¿qué tiempo hace? (What´s the weather like? 
❖​ Online resources: Rockalingua what´s the weather like 
❖​ Video How to make a travel brochure 
❖​ Eco-friendly tourism in Puerto Rico (prep for the brochure) 
❖​ Draw and describe your vacation 
❖​ Stories on weather/vacations  from Look I can Talk (TPRS) 
❖​ Fluency through TPR Storytelling (visiting new places) 

 

 
 
 
 

Unit Title: My Community and sense of belonging 

Unit Summary:  
This unit plan is designed to help students understand and discuss the concept of community and belonging 
in Spanish, compare cultural practices, and use language in practical contexts. They will learn vocabulary 
related to community places, services, and people, as well as practice describing their own community and 

https://edpuzzle.com/media/6461878be869dd42a1943e51
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1xNb8v1yyl1Fwj6X4UX_Ft-NJy6mfvw/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wSJLeKhBTPq0gEzfrNb6B57upN9qMFT4cpqByngo6lk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wSJLeKhBTPq0gEzfrNb6B57upN9qMFT4cpqByngo6lk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hrMINGAxa7-VyT-KW1SwRGFcZKdXS9Mx38VzHapU22c/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UCxkBRwGTdhJ0DECLtfspIvof8TcneOL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11gY8eZt8V9iubQCl6IkZU4egHGTZh7zz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UCxkBRwGTdhJ0DECLtfspIvof8TcneOL/view?usp=sharing
https://edpuzzle.com/media/6461845617978e42d6d8c40c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SvsNpDgOpc_0CnxdK8VgOgnO5oVEiKnOFvrF0cy25EY/edit?usp=sharing
https://quizlet.com/434733366/que-tiempo-hace-flash-cards/?funnelUUID=122e7350-891b-4434-aa6d-68d0bd1750c4
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wSJLeKhBTPq0gEzfrNb6B57upN9qMFT4cpqByngo6lk/edit?usp=sharing
https://rockalingua.com/songs/weather-easy-version
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqAXf3kdnGQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1689gsUc7AxcfvECq3uvsBI4nB58gg0TLX8PQYNlr-T0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ap7JEhbYhJKctgB6HcQbdt23ytM70AotnWRvhtXTBUw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.tprsbooks.com/shop/spanish-look-i-can-talk-student/
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Contee-Seely/dp/0929724216/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=34K2AFV7FIWBL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EWn_cYNgVt9bA7tBjHIVRs0LmVzxCjRMYQpZlo6WChfwsDeUA4u_75aQGj0HTLvl.m8hFjCNBRrYce27GignnNA6lMlkf-s9AxTyu20lZeiQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=fluency+through+tpr&qid=1723825642&sprefix=fluency+through+tpr+%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1


discussing the roles and importance of different community members. The unit will emphasize cultural 
awareness by encouraging students to compare their community with those in Spanish-speaking countries, 
recognizing the diverse ways communities are organized and function. 
 

Essential Questions:  
❖​ How can we describe our community and the people who live and work there in Spanish? 
❖​ How can I describe my own community and my sense of belonging within it in Spanish? 
❖​ What are the similarities and differences between communities in Spanish-speaking countries and 

our own? 

Unit Outcomes/Standards:  
By the end of this unit, students will gain a deeper appreciation for the role of community in daily life. The 
unit encourages students to think critically about how communities function and the importance of 
contributing to the well-being of their own community. 
 
ACTFL Standards 

❖​ Communication: 
➢​ Interpretive Communication: Understand and interpret basic spoken and written language 

about communities and belonging. 
➢​ Presentational Communication: Describe and present information about one’s own 

community and concepts of belonging using appropriate vocabulary and grammar. 
➢​ Interpersonal Communication: Engage in conversations about community life and 

personal experiences of belonging. 
❖​ Cultures: 

➢​ Cultural Practices: Explore the concept of community and belonging in Spanish-speaking 
countries and compare them with practices in students' own communities. 

➢​ Cultural Perspectives: Reflect on how communities and values contribute to cultural 
identity in Spanish-speaking cultures. 

❖​ Connections: 
➢​ Connections to Other Disciplines: Connect language learning to subjects such as social 

studies and geography by exploring community structures and roles within various cultures. 
❖​ Comparisons: 

➢​ Language Comparisons: Compare how the concepts of community and belonging are 
expressed in Spanish versus students’ native languages. 

Sample Unit Assignments:  

❖​ Vocabulary Introduction: 
➢​ Activity: Introduce vocabulary related to the house and its communities and belonging (e.g., 

comunidad, vecinos, pertenencia, barrio, grupo, identidad). 
➢​ Interactive Practice: Use flashcards, matching games, and simple dialogues to practice the 

new vocabulary. 
❖​ Describing My home 

➢​ Activity: Students label rooms in Spanish using a floor map and describe what their 
dreamhouse would look like (e.g., “Quiero una casa grande. Me gusta la cocina porque” “mi 
casa tiene 3 cuartos..”). 

➢​ Pair work: Students share their layouts with a partner and ask questions about each other’s 
ideal house. 

➢​ Short writing: They write a short composition more in depth about specific details of their 
ideal house to practice their vocabulary. 

➢​ Presentational project: Students create a slideshow only with pictures (no words) of their 
ideal house. They present it to the class 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hUAd86KdAcvQfm_fRMrAhCjAKE1N3Dr_/view?usp=drive_link
https://quizlet.com/261424269/la-casa-flash-cards/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lym8RJP6uz7tu4iD8Eb0sOfvszyw51TTsZ20alM73Ug/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wJ-DhuRWAXtz7uejEyIetry9wf4abgh-/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SKTTyMsdZhhR30r_XNE3vtnad3jPYa2i6kb_M-nDfvw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OgqFm32EU_vIwCTak1CjtepSKHg0U7kKlo4jJfkktlQ/edit?usp=sharing


❖​ Describing my Community, at the restaurant: 
➢​ Activity: Students learn, talk and write about their own community, including key 

information, local businesses, and important aspects of their neighborhood (e.g., “Mi 
comunidad tiene un parque y una biblioteca. Mis vecinos vistian un monumento...”). 

➢​ Pair Work: Students pair share their with a partner and ask questions about each other’s 
communities. 

❖​ Cultural Exploration: 
➢​ Activity: Research and present on a specific aspect of community life in a Spanish-speaking 

country (e.g., neighborhood festivals in Mexico, Semana Santa en Guatemala or community 
centers in Spain). 

➢​ Discussion: Compare these aspects with those of the students' own communities. Discuss 
differences and similarities by working on a comprehension worksheet 

❖​ Role-Playing Community Scenarios: At the restaurant 
➢​ Activity: Role-play scenarios where students pretend to be at a restaurant and order food  

(e.g., ordering beverages, dishes, thanking the servers for their help, etc). 
➢​ Example Scenario: One student plays a new resident while another student actas as a waiter 

❖​ Community Values and Belonging through fashion: 
➢​ Activity: Become a fashion police person and describe how people dress around you. Create 

short presentation on what others (Spanish-speaking countries) may look like compared  
with those in your community 

➢​ Discussion: Discuss and talk how people are dressed and similarities and differences with 
your own experience. 

Sample Unit Assessment:  
❖​ Presentational Assignments Success criteria 

Students will be available to work in pairs or individually, 
❖​ Interpersonal speaking Assignments: Success criteria 

When performing the skit at a restaurant, students will be evaluated  not only on how well they 
know the vocabulary but more importantly on the communicative goal with relevant content 

❖​ Vocabulary Quiz: 
A quiz on vocabulary related to communities and belonging, including matching, fill-in-the-blanks, 
and multiple-choice questions. 

 

 

Recommended Texts and Resources:  
❖​ Dialogue at a Restaurant 
❖​ Flash cards for Role play at the restaurant 
❖​ Vocabulary on clothing  
❖​ Fashion police 
❖​ Audio descriptions about how people dress (sample 1) 
❖​ Worksheets such as: “Understanding community and belonging” 
❖​ Stories on my environment from Look I Can Talk (TPRS) 
❖​ Fluency through TPR Storytelling 
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