
 

 

MANHASSET UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
  Manhasset, New York 11030 

    Board MEETING Minutes 
February 13, 2025 

District Office/Community Room 
 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Steve Panzik, President, Ted Post, Vice President, Nadia Giannopoulos, Marianna 
Bruno, and Maria Pescatore, Trustees   
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ABSENT: none 
 

STUDENT DELEGATE PRESENT: none 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF PRESENT: Dr. Gaurav Passi, Superintendent of 

Schools; Dr. Sam Gergis, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations,  
Dr. Rebecca Chowske, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM 
 

 

A. Call to Order 
 

 

CASA PSA Winners 
  

First Place: 
Jackson Daly 
Lauren Westfall 
Grace Panopoulos 

  

Second Place: 
Chloe Pusey 

  
Third Place: 
Thomas Collard 

Marc Modano 
Stavros Kentrotas 

Konstantinos Ciampa 
Tony Tan 
 

 



 

 

B. Approval of Minutes 

 

The Board of Education hereby approves the minutes of the January 16th, 2025 

Board Meeting. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

 

C. Student Matters and Curriculum 

 

1. Superintendent's Report 

 Dr. Gaurav Passi 

 

2. Student Delegate's Report 

 

  None 

 

D. Discussion 

 

1. Elementary Math and Science Acceleration 

 

Rebecca Chowske 

 

E. Presentation 

 Fund Balance as of January 32, 2025 & Tax Cap Calculations 

 

F. Regular Agenda 

 

1. Policy Review 

 

Moved to Third Reading  

1050 
Annual Budget Vote and School Board Elections & 

Incorporating Poll Watcher Regulations 

Moved to Final Reading  

1120 School District Records 

 



 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 
Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 
Post 

 

 

2. Adoption of School Calendar 2025/2026 

Resolution: The Board of Education hereby adopts the 2025-2026 graduation date 

June 20, 2026 at 5:00pm for the school calendar. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 
Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 
 

3. Board Discussion and Committee Reports 

1. Audit Committee 
2. CAC Finance 

3. MAAC (Athletics) 
4. School Community Association (SCA) 
5. Tower Foundation 
6. PASE (Special Education) 
7. CASA 
8. Economic Opportunity Center (EOC) 

 
 

G. Personnel 

 

1. Resolution to Approve the Personnel Schedule - Amended 

 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free 
School District (“Board”) hereby approves the attached personnel schedule dated 

February 13, 2025, for Instructional and Non-instructional personnel in accordance 
with their appropriate collective bargaining and/or individual personnel agreements. 
 

Motion by Steven Panzik 
Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 
Post 
 

2. Resolution to Approve MESPA Side Letter Re: Leave Contribution 
Fund 

 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, upon the recommendation of the 
Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free 
School District approves the terms of a Side Letter Agreement dated February 4, 



 

 

2025 between the District and the Manhasset Educational Support Personnel 
Association (MESPA) establishing a voluntary sick leave contribution fund for a 

particular unit member. 
 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 
 

 

H. Consent Agenda 
 

1.  CSE/CPSE/Section 504 Minutes 
 

Resolution: Upon recommendation of the CSE/CPSE/Section 504 Chairperson, the 
Board of Education hereby approves recommended placements, services, supports, 
and/or accommodations as recommended in CSE/CPSE/Section 504 meetings held 

on the dates so indicated in the Committee Recommendations for Board of 
Education Review with Details, dated February 13, 2025. 

 
2. Approval of an Instructional Service Agreement 

 
Resolution: The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education 
authorizes the Board President to execute an Instructional Service Agreement with 

Greenburgh North Castle UFSD in accordance with the IEP(s) of special education 
student(s) in the 2024-2025 school year. 

 
 

3. Ratification of Conference Requests 

 
Resolution: The Board of Education hereby ratifies the Conference Requests 

reviewed by the Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction and 
approved by the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent for Business and 
Operations.  

 
4. Approval of Overnight Field Trips and Excursions 

 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, upon the recommendation of the 
Superintendent of Schools and pursuant to Board Policy 4531 (Field Trips and 

Excursions), the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 
(“Board”) hereby approves the following overnight field trip(s): High School Science 

Olympiad Team, Syracuse NY March 21, 2025. 
 

  



 

 

 
5. Approval of Change Orders 

 
Whereas – It is recommended that the contractor supply HVAC services pursuant 

to certain renovations at Manhasset Jr./Sr. and Munsey Park ES. 

Whereas – The Bid award documents include a $15,000 allowance for unforeseen 

conditions, and a insurance claim in the amount of $42,337.26 are being returned 
to the Owner, 

Be it Hereby Resolved – The Manhasset Board of Education approves the 
aforementioned Deduct Change Order #1 in the amount of $57,337.26 and 
authorizes the Board President to sign on behalf of the Owner and also authorizes 

the Superintendent to execute the Change Order. 
 

6. Approval of Architects 2022 Bond Issue - Phase 3 
Recommendations  

 

Resolution: The Board of Education of the Manhasset School District hereby 
accepts District Architect John M Grillo's letter of recommendation to accept bids 

received by the District on January 30, 2025 for the 2022 Bond Issue - Phase 3 SED 
No.: 28-04-06-03-0-004-060 - Manhasset SS and SED No: 28-04-06-03-0-005-029 
- Shelter Rock. 

 
Contract No. 1: General Construction 

We recommend the work of Contract No. 1 be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder as follows: 
 Crossroads Construction Corp. 

PO Box 656 
Smithtown, NY 11787 

  
in the following amount: 
Shelter Rock Road School:            $387,000.00 

  
Contract No. 2A: HVAC Reconstruction 

We recommend the work of Contract No. 2A be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder as follows:  
JNS Heating Service 

100 Remington Boulevard 
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 

  
in the following amount: 

  
Shelter Rock Road School:            $337,000.00  * 
  

* A lower bid was received from Central Air Corporation. However, they have 
notified our office that an error was made while preparing their bid, and they have 

requested to withdraw their bid. (See attached letter.) 
  



 

 

Contract No. 2B: HVAC Reconstruction 
We recommend the work of Contract No. 2B be awarded to the lowest responsible 

bidder as follows: 
 

Central Air Corporation 
PO Box 1334 
Roslyn Heights, NY 11577  

  
in the following amount: 

  
Manhasset Secondary School (Rebid):         $912,000.00 
  

Contract No. 3: Electrical Reconstruction 
  

We recommend the work of Contract No. 3 be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder as follows: 
  

VSC Electric, Inc. 
322 Third Avenue 

Bayport, NY 11705 
   

in the following amount: 
  
Shelter Rock Road School:                    $332,000.00 

   
RECAP:     

    Contract No. 1   - General Construction:         $387,000.00 
    Contract No. 2A - HVAC Reconstruction:         $337,000.00 
    Contract No. 2B - HVAC Reconstruction:         $912,000.00 

    Contract No: 3   - Electrical Reconstruction:    $332,000.00 
  

    Total All Recommended Awards:             $1,968,000.00 
 

7. Resolution to Amend the Manhasset Union Free School District 

403(b) Retirement Plan 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Manhasset Union Free School District (“District”) maintains the 

Manhasset Union Free School District 403(b) Retirement Plan (“Plan”), which was 

was duly adopted on the 11th day of December, 2008, by the Board of Education 

(“Board”); and 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to restate and amend the Plan to add a new 403(b) 

plan option for District employees; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the Vanguard 403(b) Services Plan 

Specifications & Services Establishment Form, the Vanguard 403(b) Services 



 

 

Administrative and Recordkeeping Service Description, and the Amendment to 

Vanguard 403(b) Services Administrative and Recordkeeping Service Description 

(“Vanguard 403(b) Services Plan Documents”); now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby approves the establishment of a new 

403(b) plan option for its employees pursuant to the terms and conditions outlined 

in the aforementioned documents; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the existing 403(b) Plan is hereby amended to 

incorporate the new plan option, and the Superintendent or their designee is 

authorized to execute all necessary documents and take all necessary actions to 

implement and administer the new 403(b) plan option in accordance with the 

Vanguard 403(b) Services Plan Documents; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Superintendent or their designee is 

authorized to make any necessary elections and provide any required information 

to Vanguard to facilitate the establishment and ongoing administration of the new 

403(b) plan option. 

 
8. Approval of Appointments to the Board of Registration 

 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that pursuant to Education Law §2014(2), the Board 

of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District hereby appoints the 
following four qualified voters of the School District to constitute a board of 
registration, whose appointment shall expire 30 days after the May 20, 2025 annual 

district election: Deanna Chantly, Rosemarie Ciani, Peter Caparelli and Karen 
Ghaffari.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the board of registration shall be compensated 

for their duties. 
 

9. Official Newspapers  

 
Resolution: The Manhasset Press, and Long Island Business News are hereby 

designated the official newspapers of the District for the remainder of the July 1, 
2024 through June 30, 2025 school year. 
 

 
10. Excess Grounds Equipment 

 
Resolution: The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education has 
determined that  two Toro Z-Turn Mowers Asset numbers 2015008 and 110265 are 

obsolete and cannot be salvaged or utilized effectively or economically by the 
District, and authorizes the mowers to be discarded or donated in whatever way the 

District sees fit. 
 



 

 

11. Warrant and Wire Report for the Period Ended November 
2024 

 
Resolution: The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 

approves the Warrant and Wire Reports for the period ending November 2024. 
 

12. Treasurer's Financial Reports - December 2024 

 
Resolution: The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 

approves the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending December 2024. 
 

13. Motion to Approve Consent Agenda 

 

That the consent agenda be unanimously approved. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik, Ted 

Post 

 

 

I. Upcoming Items of Interest 

 
DATE DAY MEETING ANTICIPATED PRESENTATION- DISCUSSION LOCATION TIME 

March      

6 Thursday Board of 
Education 

Preliminary Budget Presentation District 
Office 

7:00pm 

20 Thursday Board of 
Education 

Informal Budget Hearing District 
Office 

7:00pm 

April      

3 Thursday Board of 
Education 

Informal Budget Hearing District 
Office 

7:00pm 

 

 

J. Open Time 

 

K. Adjourn 

 

The Board of Education hereby adjourns the public session at 9:14pm. 
 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Steven Panzik, Ted Post and Nadia 

Giannopoulos 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Nicole M. Rosenberg, District Clerk 



 

 

 


