develop techniques for creating and
understanding artworks. To accomplish
this, students will experience using

a variety of art mediums which

will include drawing, painting and
sculpting.

HEALTH

This course will empower students

to make healthy life-long decisions
that influence self, family and
community. Students will be provided
opportunities to explore personal,
community and global health issues

in a positive, supportive environment.
Students will analyze the influence

of family, peers, culture, media,
technology and other factors on health
behaviors. Students will demonstrate
the ability to use decision-making
skills to enhance health. Additionally,
students will demonstrate the ability to
practice health-enhancing behaviors
and avoid health risks.

STEM

STEM is an acronym for Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics. The foundation of this
course will be highly interactive group
activities built around STEM concepts.
Group activities may include Robotics,
Computer Aided Design, or building
physical structures among other
hands-on activities. Each activity is
designed to emphasize collaborative
learning, critical and analytical thinking,
creative thinking, problem solving
and experimental design. Through
participation in STEM course activities,
students will practice many of the
critical skills needed for 21st Century
careers.

LIFE ESSENTIALS

In Life Essentials, students will learn
how to be lifelong learners who are
empowered to make healthy decisions
regarding nutrition, fitness and lifestyle.
Students will demonstrate culinary
techniques in various small group
cooking labs. This course will feature
global learning, opportunities for
creativity and collaboration.

COMPUTER SCIENCE FOUNDATIONS
“Computer Science opens more
doors for our students than any other
discipline in today’s world (Code.
org)."This class will provide students a
foundation of computer science with
a heavy emphasis on programming.
Students will get an opportunity to
program for games, animation and
apps. They will learn the important
role hardware plays through a unit

in physical computing using Micro-
Bits. Finally they will begin to build a
computer science e-Portfolio. Students
will love the problem-solving, project-
based approach to this class, in which
mistakes are seen as an avenue for
learning, and grading rubrics are
written in such a way that allows all skill
levels to find success.

SEMINAR 6

Seminar 6 is designed to fully

engage gifted learners in rigorous,
high-interest, open-ended learning
experiences which develop critical
and creative thinking skills. Through
Seminar 6, students regularly connect
and collaborate with intellectual peers
in a setting which supports cognitive
and personal challenge. Students
identified to receive advanced learning
services participate in Seminar 6
throughout the school year.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

This course is designed to enhance
students’interest and participation in
lifetime fitness activities and a variety
of lifetime sports. Opportunities will be
provided for participation in individual,
dual and team sports and activities.
Throughout the course, emphasis will
be placed on fundamentals, rules,
strategies and individual physical
fitness.

BAND

In this course, a variety of musical
literature will be studied and students
will have multiple performance
experiences throughout the year.

The fundamentals of instrumental
musicianship will be reviewed and
emphasized throughout the course.
Students will develop their note
reading and rhythmic skills while
focusing on tone production and
instrument technique. In addition

to the large group rehearsal every
other day, students will also receive
several small-group lessons each
quarter. Assessments will include
both formative and summative
performance skill assessments and
some written assessments. If a student
hasn't participated in band class
before but would like to start, please
call the middle school so they may
share suggestions for a successful first
experience.

MUSIC

Music 6 is an exciting course that will
explore the world of music through
playing a variety of instruments,
creating, composing, moving,
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6th Grade course descriptions, continued

improvising, singing, performing and
so forth. Examples of units include
Bucket Drumming, Intro to Keyboard,
Lines to Lyrics, Music of the Theater,
Boomwhackers, Concert Ukuleles and
Mozart to Metallica.

ORCHESTRA

In this course, a variety of orchestral
literature will be studied and students
will have multiple performance
experiences throughout the year.

The fundamentals of instrumental
musicianship will be reviewed and
emphasized throughout the course.
Students will develop their note reading
and rhythmic skills while focusing

on tone production and bowing
technique. In addition to the large group
rehearsal every other day, students

will also receive several small-group
lessons each quarter. Assessments will
include both formative and summative
performance skill assessment and some
written assessment. If a student hasn’t
participated in orchestra before but
would like to start, please call the middle
school so they may share suggestions
for a successful first experience.

CHOIR

Choir is an upbeat course where
students work together as a team

to develop their singing skills. Choir
members will work on vocal technique,
rehearsal skills, and be given a
well-rounded background in music
fundamentals. Each student will develop
independent singing and reading skills
to attain a high level of musicianship
and confidence in a co-ed environment.
There will be two formal evening
performances during the school year.

ELL SUPPORT CLASS

ELL Support Class is a structured and
supportive environment for learning
and practicing academic English in the
language domains of listening, speaking,
reading and writing. Designed as a
resource for English Learners (ELs), this
class provides language support in the
content areas of language arts, math,
science and social studies. Students
receive direct instruction in grammar,
vocabulary, literacy and critical thinking
skills in a small group setting. Additional
support is provided with pre-teaching,
re-teaching, test review and small group
testing.

ELL LANGUAGE ARTS

As a content area course, ELL Language
Arts promotes the development of both
social language and academic literacy
skills for English Learners (ELs) through
the language domains of listening,

speaking, reading, writing and viewing.
Reading instruction focuses on both
fiction and nonfiction texts in a variety
of forms and purposes, with grammar
embedded in instruction. Robust
vocabulary learning focuses on Sadlier
Oxford word lists, text specific words,
and Greek and Latin roots and affixes.
Students use technology to develop,
enhance and communicate their ideas in
this small group setting.



7th Grade Course Descriptions

LANGUAGE ARTS 7

Language Arts will provide students

a solid foundation in reading, writing,
speaking, listening and viewing.
Students will study the characteristics
of various genres through reading
and writing. Key texts include short
stories, novels, non-fiction pieces and
poetry. Writing assignments will focus
on students writing well-developed
compositions in different styles and
genres. Vocabulary development and
grammar study will include rules, as well
as patterns.

HONORS LANGUAGE ARTS 7*
Honors Language Arts is an opportunity
for students who are strong readers
and writers and are eager to explore
language arts in depth. This course will
provide students a solid foundation

in reading, writing, speaking, listening
and viewing. Students will apply their
knowledge in a variety of ways and

will work more independently, often

at a faster pace than in Language Arts.
Students will study the characteristics
of various genres through key texts

at challenging Lexile levels. Writing
assignments will focus on students
writing well developed multi-paragraph
compositions. Students will have the
opportunity to develop independent
revision skills through the process of
their writing. Vocabulary development
and grammar study will include rules as
well as patterns.

PRE-ALGEBRA 7

This course gives students an
opportunity to strengthen foundational
math skills (i.e., integers, rational
numbers and order of operations) as
well as learn beginning algebra and
geometry skills such as solving linear
equations, proportional reasoning,

data variability, and three-dimensional
geometry and measurement. Students
will learn to problem-solve, make
connections and develop habits of
mathematical thinking and study. The
topics and skills addressed in this course
are intended to provide students with
the solid foundations that are necessary
for success in algebra and other future
courses.

Topics in Pre-Algebra include an
extension of algebraic concepts taught
in Math 6. These topics include similarity,
proportional reasoning, integers,
three-dimensional geometry and
measurement, probability and expected
value, measures of central tendency,
solving linear equations and data
variability.

*See honors/accelerated course placement on pg. 15

ALGEBRA 7%

Prerequisite: B- or higher in Pre-Algebra.
Topics in Algebra include data handling,
linear relationships, exponential
relationships, quadratic relationships,
solving linear equations and inequalities,
solving with absolute value, solving
systems of equations, solving quadratic
equations, properties of radicals,
properties of exponents and polynomial
expressions.

*Note: Students can move from Math 6 in
sixth grade to Algebra in seventh grade.
The student must successfully complete
the criteria outlined on page 15.

GEOMETRY 7*

Prerequisite: B- or higher in Algebra 6.
This course will help the student better
understand the nature of a mathematical
system. Intuitive, inductive and
deductive reasoning are used to develop
the geometry of planes and space.
Students will write formal proofs as they
develop these types of reasoning. Topics
studied include congruent triangles,
angle relationships, parallel lines and
planes, similarity, circles, right triangles
area and volume.

LIFE SCIENCE 7

In Life Science, students will study ideas
such as cells, genetics, ecology and living
organisms. Students will learn and use
scientific procedures, the metric system,
scientific tools and the scientific method.
All students will be offered challenging
learning experiences and all will be
actively involved in their learning.

HONORS SCIENCE 7 (LIFE SCIENCE)*
In Honors Life Science students will
study ideas such as cells, genetics,
ecology and living organisms. Students
in this course will complete complex
activities and assignments which may
require more time and effort than is
expected in the general Life Science
course. Students taking this course must
be self-motivated, willing to accept the
rigorous expectations and able to read
and comprehend advanced non-fiction
material.

ACCELERATED SCIENCE 7*

Students who were previously enrolled
in Accelerated Science 6 will continue

to accelerate through three years of
science content (Physical Science, Life
Science and Earth Science) and complete
it by the end of seventh grade. During
their eighth grade year, students take an
Applied Physics and Chemistry course.
The Accelerated Science Program targets

students who have demonstrated
exceptional scientific reasoning and

a wide knowledge of general science
concepts. Due to rigorous content and
pacing, in addition to science skills,
students must achieve at a highly
advanced level in both math and reading
in order to be eligible for placement in
this program.

U.S. HISTORY

In this course, students will examine
people, issues and events of significance
to this nation’s history from 1800

to the current era of globalization.

They will analyze the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution and

the Bill of Rights, and Supreme Court
decisions and determine the impact

on the American people, economy and
governance structure. Students study
civics and economic principles in depth,
drawing connections between these
disciplines and history to explain the
impact of various policies regarding how
people lived, worked and functioned

in society. They create and use detailed
maps of places in the United States and
conduct historical inquiry on a topicin
the nation’s history.

HONORS HUMANITIES 7*

Honors Humanities 7 is a two-period
course that integrates advanced
curriculum in social studies (US History)
and language arts. This course is
designed to meet the unique needs of
exceptional readers and critical thinkers.
Students will be encouraged to pose
questions about the world as they
engage in learning through history,
literature and philosophy. They will be
instructed to apply the knowledge they
gain, making contemporary connections
to historic philosophies and themes.
Over time, students will develop a critical
and dynamic world view that provides
deeper understanding, respect for
alternative perspectives and skills for
leadership.

IMMERSION U.S. HISTORY: CHINESE
In this course, students will examine
people, issues and events of significance
to this nation’s history from 1800

to the current era of globalization.
They will analyze the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights, and Supreme Court
decisions and determine the impact
on the American people, economy
and governance structure. Students
study civics and economic principles in
depth, drawing connections between
these disciplines and history to explain
the impact of various policies on how
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7th Grade course descriptions, continued

people lived, worked and functioned

in society. They create and use detailed
maps of places in the United States and
conduct historical inquiry on a topicin
the nation’s history. This course will be
taught fully in the target language.

IMMERSION U.S. HISTORY: SPANISH
In this course, students will examine
people, issues and events of significance
to this nation’s history from 1800

to the current era of globalization.
They will analyze the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights, and Supreme Court
decisions and determine the impact
on the American people, economy

and governance structure. Students
study civics and economic principles in
depth, drawing connections between
these disciplines and history to explain
the impact of various policies on how
people lived, worked and functioned
in society. They create and use detailed
maps of places in the United States and
conduct historical inquiry on a topicin
the nation’s history. This course will be
taught fully in the target language.

IMMERSION LANGUAGE ARTS:
CHINESE

Immersion Language Arts will provide
students a continuation of their language
work and focus on improving their
reading, writing, speaking and listening
skills. Students will study various genres
through reading and writing.

IMMERSION LANGUAGE ARTS:
SPANISH

Immersion Language Arts will provide
students a continuation of their language
work and focus on improving their
reading, writing, speaking and listening
skills. Students will study various genres
through reading and writing.

HEALTH

Health is designed to help students
gain the skills, knowledge and attitudes
necessary to remain safe and healthy
(physically, emotionally, socially, etc.)
throughout their lives. Students will
participate in American Red Cross CPR
training with certification available.
Additionally, students will be exposed to
the risks and consequences of chemical
use, the characteristics of healthy
relationships, the reproductive system
and disease prevention. Application of
decision-making skills and knowledge
will be stressed to encourage health
promotion and life-long health.

@ Course Descriptions—7th Grade

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

This course is a combination of
engineering design and robotics. It

will encourage students to explore

the world of product development
through researching existing products
and creating their own designs based

on ergonomic data and survey input.
The design unit culminates in students
creating 3-D models of their product.
The robot unit uses LEGO Mindstorms
programming to deliver hands-on math
and science experiments with the robots.
Students learn group skills while working
in both the design and robot units.

ART

This course encompasses broad visual
art experiences. The course is designed
to build knowledge of artists and art
history, to create an awareness of
visual art within their world and to
develop techniques for creating and
understanding artworks. To accomplish
this, students will experience using a
variety of art mediums which will include
drawing, painting and sculpting.

FRENCH: INTRODUCTION

Students in this French course will

study basic vocabulary, grammar and
culture. The intent of this course is to
introduce students to the type of rigor
and commitment that will be required in
the yearlong eighth grade French course.
Students will begin to communicate

in French and appreciate French

culture. The language will be taught
through listening, speaking, reading

and writing. An important component
in the classroom is the teacher’s use

of a second language to enhance the
development of good listening skills
and pronunciation. Upon successful
completion of this introductory course,
students may continue in French: Level 1
in eighth grade.

GERMAN: INTRODUCTION

Students in this German course will study
basic vocabulary, grammar and culture.
The intent of this course is to introduce
students to the type of rigor and
commitment that will be required in the
yearlong eighth grade German course.
Students will begin to communicate

in German and appreciate the German
culture. The language will be taught
through listening, speaking, reading
and writing. An important component
in the classroom is the teacher’s use

of a second language to enhance the
development of good listening skills
and pronunciation. Upon successful

completion of this introductory course,
students may continue in German: Level
1 in eighth grade.

SPANISH: INTRODUCTION

Students in this Spanish course will study
basic vocabulary, grammar and culture.
The intent of this course is to introduce
students to the type of rigor and
commitment that will be required in the
yearlong eighth grade Spanish course.
Students will begin to communicate

in Spanish and appreciate the Spanish
culture. The language will be taught
through listening, speaking, reading
and writing. An important component
in the classroom is the teacher’s use

of a second language to enhance the
development of good listening skills
and pronunciation. Upon successful
completion of this introductory course,
students may continue in Spanish: Level
1in eighth grade.

COMPUTER SCIENCE: GAMES &
ANIMATION

In CS7, students will build on their
programming experience as they
program animations, interactive art and
games in Code.org’s Game Lab. Game
Lab allows kids to toggle between
blocks and text-based programming.
Game Lab helps begin to bridge the gap
between concept and the importance
of syntax. Students gain a whole new
appreciation for apps and games they
play as they learn the inner workings

of what it takes to create them. During
this course, students will add to their
Computer Science portfolio by learning
CSS which contributes to a more visually
appealing site. Students will leave this
course with a personal portfolio website
demonstrating their programming skills
and can be added to in subsequent CS
courses.

IMMERSION CHINESE - CULTURE AND
ARTS

This quarter-long course is offered only
to Chinese Immersion students. The
course will focus on specific aspects

of Chinese culture and arts as well as
historically significant events. The goal
of this course is to continue preparing
students to be successful on the Chinese
AP Language Exam which they will have
the opportunity to take at the end of
their ninth grade year.

IMMERSION SPANISH - CULTURE AND
ARTS

This quarter-long course is offered only
to Spanish Immersion students. The




course will focus on specific aspects

of Spanish culture and arts, as well as
historically significant events. The goal
of this course is to continue preparing
students to be successful on the Spanish
AP Language Exam which they will have
the opportunity to take at the end of
their ninth grade year.

Physical Education

This course is designed to enhance
students’interest and participation in
lifetime fitness activities and a variety

of lifetime sports. Opportunities will be
provided for participation in individual,
dual and team sports and activities.
Throughout the course, emphasis will be
placed on fundamentals, rules, strategies
and individual physical fitness.

Band

In this course, a variety of music literature
will be studied and all students will

have multiple performance experiences
each year. During year two, advanced
instrumental musicianship will be the
focus and emphasis will be placed

on reflective individual learning.
Instructional methods will include
standard ensemble rehearsal techniques,
cooperative learning and aural training.
Assessments will include both formative
and summative performance skill
assessments, quarterly music playing
exams and some written assessments.

CHOIR

In this upbeat ensemble-based course,
students work together as a team to
develop their vocal skills. Choir members
will work on proper vocal technique,
rehearsal skills, and will be given a
well-rounded background in music
fundamentals. Each student will develop
independent singing and reading skills
to attain a high level of musicianship and
confidence. If possible, students may

be placed in a changing voices choir

or a treble voices choir to enhance the
opportunities for developing voices.
There are two evening performances
during the school year.

MUsSIC

Music 7 is an exciting course that offers
each student an opportunity to play
guitar as well as a variety of other
instruments. Students will grow in their
musical knowledge and skill (music
elements, history, literacy and so forth)
as they explore a diverse assortment
of topics. Examples of units include:
Pulse to Pitch, Garage Band, Noteflight
Composition Creation, Guitar I, West

African Drumming, Keyboards and Music
and the Media.

ORCHESTRA

In this course, students will build on
previous skills learned in orchestra.
Students will have multiple performance
experiences each year, including a

field trip in February. In seventh grade,
students will continue to develop

their rhythmic skills while focusing

on intonation, tone production and
bowing techniques. They will also have
an introduction to more advanced
techniques, such as shifting and vibrato.
In addition to the large group rehearsal
every other day, students will also
receive several small-group lessons each
quarter. Assessments will include both
formative and summative performance
skill assessments and some written
assessments.

SEMINAR 7

Seminar 7 is designed to fully engage
gifted learners in rigorous, high-interest,
open-ended learning experiences which
develop critical and creative thinking
skills. Through Seminar 7, students
regularly connect and collaborate

with intellectual peers in a setting
which supports cognitive and personal
challenge. Students identified to receive
advanced learning services participate in
Seminar 7 throughout the school year.

ELL SUPPORT CLASS

ELL Support Class is a structured and
supportive environment for learning
and practicing academic English in the
language domains of listening, speaking,
reading and writing. Designed as a
resource for English Learners (ELs), this
class provides language support in the
content areas of language arts, math,
science and social studies. Students
receive direct instruction in grammar,
vocabulary, literacy and critical thinking
skills in a small group setting. Additional
support is provided with pre-teaching,
re-teaching, test review and small group
testing.

ELL LANGUAGE ARTS

As a content area course, ELL Language
Arts promotes the development of both
social language and academic literacy
skills for English Learners (ELs) through
the language domains of listening,
speaking, reading, writing and viewing.
Reading instruction focuses on fiction
and nonfiction texts in a variety of forms
and purposes, with grammar embedded
in instruction. Robust vocabulary

learning focuses on Sadlier Oxford word
lists, text specific words, and Greek and
Latin roots and affixes. Students use
technology to develop, enhance and
communicate their ideas in this small
group setting.

Course Descriptions—7th Grade




8th Grade Course Descriptions

LANGUAGE ARTS 8

Language Arts will focus on preparing
students for high school with a heavy
emphasis on developing their critical
thinking skills in their reading, writing,
and speaking. Students will explore
multiple genres of reading, both
independently and as a class, to build
their capacity in navigating complex
texts. The majority of writing will pair
with the varied texts and include a heavy
focus on literary analysis and expository
writing. Students will study vocabulary in
a variety of formats and work to integrate
this vocabulary in their speaking and
writing.

HONORS LANGUAGE ARTS 8*

Honors Language Arts will focus on
preparing students for high school with
a heavy emphasis on developing their
critical thinking skills in their reading,
writing, and speaking. Students will
explore multiple genres of reading, both
independently and as a class, to build
their capacity in navigating complex
texts. The majority of writing will pair
with the varied texts and include a
heavy focus on literary analysis and
expository writing. Students will study
vocabulary in a variety of formats and
work to integrate this vocabulary in their
speaking and writing. Students will apply
their knowledge in a variety of ways and
will work more independently, discuss
regularly, and engage with texts on a
deeper, more critical level. The same
applies to the writing produced in class.

ALGEBRA 8

Topics in Algebra include data handling,
linear relationships, exponential
relationships, quadratic relationships,
solving linear equations and inequalities,
solving with absolute value, solving
systems of equations, solving quadratic
equations, Pythagorean Theorem,
radicals, properties of exponents,
factoring and polynomial expressions.

GEOMETRY 8*

Prerequisite: Successful completion of
Algebra 7

This course will help students better
understand the nature of a mathematical
system. Intuitive, inductive and
deductive reasoning are used to develop
the geometry of planes and space.
Students will write formal proofs as they
develop these types of reasoning. Topics
studied include congruent triangles,
angle relationships, parallel lines and
planes, similarity, circles, right triangles,

Course Descriptions—8th Grade

area and volume.

HIGHER ALGEBRA 8*

Prerequisite: Successful completion of
Geometry 7

The course reviews and extends basic
concepts learned in previous algebra
courses. Topics covered in the first
semester will include properties of the
real number system, matrices, equations,
inequalities, factoring, functions and
graphing. Second semester topics
include irrational numbers, the complex
number system, conic sections,
logarithms, exponential functions,
combinations and permutations.

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 8

Physical Science is a course that focuses
on concepts in physics and chemistry.
Students will learn and implement the
scientific method as they explore and
experiment. The study of matter focuses
on states of matter, atoms, elements,
compounds and mixtures. The study

of waves is introduced through the
investigation of light and sound. Lastly,
students will study concepts of forces,
motion and energy while spotlighting
Newton'’s Laws of Motion.

HONORS SCIENCE 8 (PHYSICAL
SCIENCE)*

Prerequisite: Successful completion of
Honors Science 7

Physical Science is a course that focuses
on concepts in physics and chemistry.
Students will learn and implement the
scientific method as they explore and
experiment. The study of matter focuses
on states of matter, atoms, elements,
compounds and mixtures. The study

of waves is introduced through the
investigation of light and sound. Lastly,
students will study concepts of forces,
motion and energy while spotlighting
Newton'’s Laws of Motion.

ACCELERATED SCIENCE 8*
Prerequisite: Accelerated Science 6 and 7
This course provides an introduction

to the areas of chemistry, physics,

and research methodology. The

course is taught with an emphasis

on open and guided inquiry, and
project-based learning. Topics include
units of measurement, introductory
chemistry, and introductory physics.
Measurements include activities on
mass, volume, density, temperature, and
heat. Chemistry involves topics relating
to solubility, atomic structure, chemical
reactions, formulas and symbols, naming

elements, and compounds. Physics
topics include nuclear energy, heat,
light, sound, electricity, forces, and
motion. Both inductive and deductive
activities are used with emphasis on the
development and use of higher math
skills. In addition, students will develop
advanced scientific research skills in
guided activities and projects.

GLOBAL STUDIES 8

(Every day, all year)

Students in Global Studies explore the
regions of the world using geographic
information from print and electronic
sources. They analyze important trends in
the modern world such as demographic
change, shifting trade patterns, and
cultural interactions due to globalization.
Students participate in civic discussion
on contemporary issues, conduct
historical inquiry and study events
(political, social and economic) over

the last half century that have shaped
the contemporary world. They analyze
connections between revolutions,
independence movements and social
transformations, and understand reasons
for the creation of modern nation states.

HONORS GLOBAL STUDIES 8*
Students in Honors Global Studies

are introduced to the type of rigorous
curriculum they can expect to find in

the honors and AP courses taught at
Minnetonka High School. In addition

to the content standards, the course
also implements relevant technology
and research skills through balanced
assessments and differentiated
performance tasks. Students should be
prepared for significant reading, writing
and other course work outside of class
time. Students will also be expected to
read, study and master the course text in
preparation for class lectures, discussions
and other activities.

IMMERSION GLOBAL STUDIES:
CHINESE

Students in Global Studies explore the
regions of the world using geographic
information from print and electronic
sources. They analyze important trends in
the modern world such as demographic
change, shifting trade patterns, and
cultural interactions due to globalization.
Students participate in civic discussion
on contemporary issues, conduct
historical inquiry and study events
(political, social and economic) over

the last half century that have shaped
the contemporary world. They analyze

*See honors/accelerated course placement on pg. 15



connections between revolutions,
independence movements and social
transformations, and understand
reasons for the creation of modern
nation states. This course will be taught
fully in the target language.

IMMERSION GLOBAL STUDIES:
SPANISH

Students in Global Studies explore the
regions of the world using geographic
information from print and electronic
sources. They analyze important
trends in the modern world such as
demographic change, shifting trade
patterns, and cultural interactions due
to globalization. Students participate
in civic discussion on contemporary
issues, conduct historical inquiry and
study events (political, social and
economic) over the last half century
that have shaped the contemporary
world. They analyze connections
between revolutions, independence
movements and social transformations,
and understand reasons for the
creation of modern nation states. This
course will be taught fully in the target
language.

IMMERSION LANGUAGE ARTS:
CHINESE

Immersion Language Arts will
provide students a continuation of
their language work and focus on
improving their reading, writing,
speaking and listening skills. Students
will study various genres through
reading and writing and will continue
to develop interpersonal, interpretive
and presentational communication
skills that will prepare them for the
high school AP Language and Culture
course.

IMMERSION LANGUAGE ARTS:
SPANISH

Immersion Language Arts will
provide students a continuation of
their language work and focus on
improving their reading, writing,
speaking and listening skills. Students
will study various genres through
reading and writing and will continue
to develop interpersonal, interpretive
and presentational communication
skills that will prepare them for the
high school AP Language and Culture
course.

EMBEDDED HEALTH
Health staff from Minnetonka High
School will provide four health lessons

designed to cover relevant topics

in the lives of teens. The goal of this
work involves connecting 8th graders
with the community and resources

of Minnetonka High School before

they arrive on campus for 9th grade.
Discussion points include decision-
making, chemical health, relationships,
mental health and positive body image.

FRENCH: LEVEL 1

Students in this course will study
practical vocabulary, grammar and
culture. It is similar to the Level 1
course taught at the high school level,
but without high school credit. One
important component in the classroom
is the teacher’s use of the second
language to enhance the development
of good listening skills and
pronunciation. Students will learn to
express themselves and communicate
with others on topics closely related

to their own experiences and daily life.
Students will frequently read and write,
relating to the units being studied.
French culture will be explored through
songs, films and personal experiences.
Skits, dialogues, games, partner/group
activities, videos and technology
supplement the student textbook

and foster increased language use

and understanding. Upon successful
completion of this course, students
have the following grade 9 options at
Minnetonka High School (MHS):

- Borabove: students should go to
French Il Honors

«  B-to C: students should go to
French Il G

«  C-toF:students should repeat
French 1 at MHS or choose a new
language

GERMAN: LEVEL 1

Students in this course will study

basic practical vocabulary, grammar,
culture and pronunciation. It is similar
to the Level 1 course taught at the

high school, but without high school
credit. One important component in
the classroom is the teacher’s use of the
second language in order to enhance
the development of good listening
skills and pronunciation. Students

will learn to express themselves and
communicate with others on topics
closely related to their own experiences
and daily life. Students will frequently
read and write relating to the units

that are being studied. Students will
explore culture through songs, useful
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8th Grade course descriptions, continued

phrases and videos. Skits, dialogues,
games, partner/group activities, videos
and technology supplement the student
textbook and foster increased language
use. Upon successful completion of this
course, students have the following
options for grade 9 at Minnetonka High
School (MHS):

«  B-orabove: students should go to
German I

«  C+orless: students should go to
German |
F: students should repeat German |
at MHS or choose a new language

SPANISH: LEVEL 1

Spanish is a fast-paced course where
students study basic vocabulary,
grammar and culture. It is similar to the
Level 1 course taught at the high school,
but without high school credit. One
important component in the classroom is
the teacher’s use of the second language
in order to enhance the development of
good listening skills and pronunciation.
Students will learn to express themselves
and communicate with others on topics
closely related to their own experiences
and daily life. Students will frequently
read and write related to the units

that are being studied. Culture will be
explored through songs, movies and
personal experiences. Dialogues, games,
partner/group activities, videos and
technology supplement the student
textbook and foster increased language
use. Upon successful completion of this
course, students have the following
options for grade 9 at Minnetonka High
School (MHS):

«  Borabove: students should go to
Spanish Il Honors

«  B-to C:students should go to
Spanish Il G
C- to F: students should repeat level
1 at MHS or choose a new language

ART AND DESIGN

Art creation will include, but not be
limited to, digital media, computer

art, design layout and illustration,
printmaking, drawing, painting and
collage. Students will develop visual
literacy in connection to the elements
and principles of design. Through the
use of creative problem solving and self-
evaluation, students will connect visual
artwork with personal, social, cultural
and historical context.

3D ART AND DESIGN
Through carving, constructing and
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modeling, students will create original
artworks. By using various tools,
materials and techniques students will
transform 2-dimensional ideas into
3-dimensional form. Students can expect
to be drawing throughout this course.
Also, by engaging in sculpting students
will examine various cultures and artists
using subtractive and additive processes.
Media will include clay, wire, paper and a
variety of other materials.

DRAWING AND PAINTING

Students will create and analyze the

use of the elements and principles of
visual art. Students will demonstrate an
understanding of technical drawing and
painting skills through the use of various
mediums such as charcoal, pastel, acrylic
and watercolor. A strong emphasis will
be placed on visual expression in relation
to experiences, culture and time period.

INTRODUCTION TO DRAMA

Drama is a performance-based
introductory course where students
are exposed to various elements of
theater production. An emphasis will
be placed on creative expression and
communication through a variety of
verbal and non-verbal means. Students
will also enhance their stage presence
and collaboration skills as they explore
the nuances of performing with and in
front of others. Activities may include
voice and movement exercises, theater
games, improvisation and memorization
and play reading.

CULINARY INNOVATIONS

In this course, students will use their
creativity to develop a food company.
Students will study marketing,
advertising and nutrition surrounding
the food industry and will work in small
groups to create, prepare and learn
how to market healthy snacks. This
course incorporates consumerism and
entrepreneurship.

FOOD & CULTURE

Students will take a journey and explore
a variety of cultures from around the
world. This course is a great opportunity
to expand food preparation skills and
increase global awareness. Some of the
course topics may include Asian, French,
Spanish and Italian cuisines. There will
also be a strong focus on kitchen safety.
Students will learn about different
regions of the world and work in small
groups to prepare a variety of ethnic
foods.

CREATIVE WRITING

Creative Writing is a course for students
who have a high interest in stretching
theirimagination and writing across

a variety of genres (e.g., short story,
journal, novella, scripts and poetry). The
course will give students the opportunity
to work individually and in small groups
to create and refine their work through
the writing process. Students should
expect to read selections from a variety
of genres as well as writing multiple
pieces of various lengths.

CURRENT HEALTH (CHILD CPR/ FIRST
AID)

The focus of this course is for students
to learn and apply health promotion
strategies and how to make healthy
choices for optimal lifelong health. This
course will include an overview of social
and emotional learning including QPR,
a health seminar (an investigation of a
personal health interest) and American
Heart Association Infant/Child First Aid/
CPR.The student will have opportunities
to explore how social and emotional
learning can enrich their personal
wellbeing. An investigation of a personal
health interest will allow each student
to further explore a topic of their own
interest. Upon completion of this course,
students will be able to perform infant/
child First Aid/CPR and earn American
Heart Association certification.

ADVANCED ROBOTICS

Students will continue working with
LEGO Mindstorms from their Technology
Education class, while developing

more advanced programs focusing on
engineering concepts. Math and science
principles are incorporated in the hands-
on activities. Students will be expected
to work in small groups.

COMPUTER SCIENCE 8

In Computer Science 8, students will
learn about basic computer science skills
through a series of creative projects.
Students will work in an environment
that allows them to code in either blocks
or text, allowing students of all levels
and experience to find success. Students
will learn to design and code their own
simple apps. They will also be introduced
to physical computing through a unit
using Adafruit’s circuit playground: a
device that utilizes the same hardware
inputs and outputs that are seen in many
smart devices.

COMPUTER SCIENCE 8 ADVANCED
In this course, students will build on



previous coding skills to learn how to
create more complex programming
products. Students will learn about
programming languages, and the
important idea of syntax, as they learn
to program without using blocks

in a fully text based environment.
Students will problem solve together
to write algorithms to solve real world
problems. This course is recommended
for students who have successfully
completed a previous computer science
course, or have a significant amount of
previous coding experience.

wWooDSs

Students will create a variety of fun
projects while learning the basic skills
of woodworking tools, machines and
materials. Each project will utilize
construction techniques. Project
planning, drafting and layout skills
developed in this course may be
used throughout one’s life at home,
in hobbies and careers. Students will
feel a real sense of accomplishment
as craftsmanship and precision are
the cornerstones of any project.
Instructional methods will consist of
hands-on lab time including lecture,
demonstration, guest speakers and
instructional videos. Assessments
include project quality, safety habits
and tests.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

This course is designed to enhance
students’interest and participation in
lifetime fitness activities and a variety
of lifetime sports. Opportunities will be
provided for participation in individual,
dual and team sports and activities.
Throughout the course emphasis will
be placed on fundamentals, rules,
strategies and individual physical
fitness.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION EXERCISE
SCIENCE (PEES) - MME STUDENTS
ONLY

In this PE option alternative/addition,
students will focus on the scientific
and real-life application side of Physical
Education. Students will gain a deeper
understanding of how movement and
exercise relate to the human body
through personal and guided inquiry.
Students will apply this information to
real-life projects that include a self-
created fitness plan focusing on their
personal goals. This allows the student

to focus on their interest/passion,
including a sport they are passionate
about or a general fitness goal they
want to achieve. This course uses daily
mini-lessons and various activity labs
to research exercises to understand
their impact on overall health, fitness,
and wellness. It may use specific sports
skills to help understand movement
concepts and how the body works.

To fully understand exercise science,
there will be both a classroom and
physical activity component related to
each day’s objectives. A student can
replace one PE semester with this class,
or it can be an elective in addition to
the traditional PE course they would
typically take.

BAND

In this course, a variety of music
literature will be studied and

all students will have multiple
performance experiences each year.

In the first year, the fundamentals of
instrumental musicianship will be
reviewed and emphasized. Instructional
methods will include standard
ensemble rehearsal techniques,
cooperative learning and aural training.
Assessments will include both formative
and summative performance skill
assessments, quarterly music playing
exams and some written assessments.
The eighth grade band may also be
selected to represent the Minnetonka
School District at various community
events and contests. Instructional
methods will include standard
ensemble rehearsal techniques,
cooperative learning and aural training.
Assessments will include both formative
and summative performance skill
assessments, quarterly music playing
exams and some written assessments.

CHOIR

Choir is an upbeat ensemble-based
course in which students work together
as a team to develop their vocal skills.
Choir members will work on proper
vocal technique, rehearsal skills, and will
be given a well-rounded background

in music fundamentals. Each student
will develop independent singing and
reading skills to attain a high level

of musicianship and confidence. If
possible, students may be placed in

a changing voices choir or a treble
choir to enhance the opportunities

for developing voices. There are three

Course Descriptions—8th Grade




8th Grade course descriptions, continued

evening performances during the school
year, and a variety of performance field
trips opportunities.

MuUsSIC

Music 8 is an exciting course that offers
students the opportunity to grow

in their musical knowledge and skill
(music elements, history, literacy etc) by
playing a variety of instruments, creating,
composing, performing, improvising,
and so forth. Examples of units include
Guitar ll, Hand Chimes, Pulse to Pitch I,
Caribbean Drumming, Rock Through the
Decades and Keyboard II.

ORCHESTRA

In this course, students will build on
previous skills learned in orchestra.
Students will have multiple performance
experiences each year, including a

field trip in February. Using a variety of
musical literature, the fundamentals

of instrumental musicianship will be
reviewed and emphasized throughout
the course. In eighth grade, students will
continue developing rhythmic skills while
also focusing on and developing more
advanced skills like vibrato and shifting.
In addition to the large group rehearsal
every other day, students will also
receive several small-group lessons each
quarter. Assessments will include both
formative and summative performance
skill assessments and some written
assessments.

SEMINAR 8

Seminar 8 is designed to fully engage
gifted learners in rigorous, high-interest,
open-ended learning experiences which
develop critical and creative thinking
skills. Through Seminar 8, students
regularly connect and collaborate

with intellectual peers in a setting
which supports cognitive and personal
challenge. Students identified to receive
advanced learning services participate in
Seminar 8 throughout the school year.

ELL SUPPORT CLASS

ELL Support Class is a structured and
supportive environment for learning
and practicing academic English in the
language domains of listening, speaking,
reading and writing. Designed as a
resource for English Learners (ELs), this
class provides language support in the
content areas of language arts, math,
science and social studies. Students
receive direct instruction in grammar,

vocabulary, literacy and critical thinking
skills in a small group setting. Additional
support is provided with pre-teaching,
re-teaching, test review and small group
testing.

ELL LANGUAGE ARTS

As a content area course, ELL Language
Arts promotes the development of both
social language and academic literacy
skills for English Learners (ELs) through
the language domains of listening,
speaking, reading, writing and viewing.
Reading instruction focuses on fiction
and nonfiction texts in a variety of forms
and purposes, with grammar embedded
in instruction. Robust vocabulary learning
focuses on Sadlier Oxford word lists, text
specific words, and Greek and Latin roots
and affixes. Students use technology to
develop, enhance and communicate their
ideas in this small group setting.
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NWEA (a.k.a. Measures of Academic Progress or MAP)

Computer adaptive test administered yearly for grades K-8 in math and reading. Results are used to measure student growth from year to
year, to identify interventions or support needed and for placement in honors courses. Note: This measure has a ceiling of eleventh grade
achievement according to national norms. Many Minnetonka students reach the ceiling of this test in sixth or seventh grade and growth
measures may be less reliable beyond tenth grade achievement levels.

MCAs

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments, administered in spring of each year, grades 3-11. MCAs measure achievement in reading, math,
writing and science. Used for school accountability and to indicate if students are on track to pass state required high school graduation
tests (MCA-GRAD) in reading, math and writing.

MyMINNETONKA SINGLE SIGN ON
MyMinnetonka Single Sign On (MY SSO) allows you to access your web-based applications from any internet connection using our District
network login and password. You will need to enter your individual credentials for each application one time to initiate MY SSO.

SCHOOLOGY

The District's web-based e-learning tool that provides teacher classroom webpages, interactive study tools personalized to the class and a
document repository for classroom assignments, notes and resources. Students use their computer ID and password to access classroom
information anytime, anywhere. Schoology provides formative and summative grades throughout the quarter.

SKYWARD
The District’s student information system that holds final quarter grades, attendance, lunch account information, state test scores, and
report cards. Parents are mailed log-in information each August. Students are provided their log-in information the first week of school.

STEM
Science Technology Engineering Math—interdisciplinary courses designed to inspire greater interest in fields in which the United States
has a shortage of skilled workers.

TONKA PRIDE
A district-wide committee of parents dedicated to celebrating our students and our schools. Tonka Pride sells spirit wear online at
www.tonkapride.com.
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Registration

COMPLETE THE ENROLLMENT PROCESS
SCHOOL TOURS For new residents, open enrollment and transfer students ONLY, please
contact the District office to receive enrollment instructions.

Visit www.minnetonkaschools.org/enroll to learn more about the
enrollment process or to connect with an Enrollment Specialist.

REGISTER FOR CLASSES

In the spring, MME and MMW students have the opportunity
to select electives they would like to take. Students
who enroll after registration closes will complete
elective course registration during the enrollment process.
Contact your middle school’s Counseling Office with
any questions about registration.

MME Counseling Office - (952) 401-5209
MME MMW Counseling Office — (952) 401-5311

Immunizations—Minnetonka participates in the No Shots, No School
program. Your child’s immunization record must be up to date and on
file at your child’s school before they may attend. Most seventh grade
students need new immunizations. Please complete the immunizations
and mail the records to school before August 1.

MMW

Minnesota Open Enrollment—Minnetonka Public Schools
welcome non-resident students through Minnesota’s Open
Enrollment Program. The application deadline for open enrollment
is January 15 of each year. Students who wish to enroll after January 15
should apply for a Non-Resident Agreement the first year and complete an
Open Enrollment Application by the following January 15 for continuous
enrollment. Once a student enrolls as an Open Enroliment student, he or
she has the right to stay in the District through graduation.

For more information on open enrollment, call the
District Office at (952) 401-5000.




Student Services

HEALTH SERVICES

Minnetonka Schools have licensed school nurses who
supervise health office staff. If your child is ever
required to take medication while at school, we ask
that you follow the policies posted on our website at
www.minnetonkaschools.org/health. If your child has
allergies or other chronic conditions, please record
this important information on the Annual School
Health Form included with our registration materials.

TRANSPORTATION

Families within District boundaries are eligible for
bus service to Minnetonka Schools. The School
District provides transportation at no charge for
all students who reside more than two miles from
the school. A transportation fee is assessed for bus
service to resident students who reside within two
miles of their school. Non-resident students may
access our bus system through an existing stop
within the District. Students must register annually
for bus service to and from their middle school.

All students that will be riding the bus need to
register with the Transportation Department.
The Transportation Department will assess a
transportation fee for bus service for all public and
private school students who reside within two miles
of the school they attend. Non-resident students
may access our bus system through an existing bus
stop within the District by filling out a transportation
form. Please note there will be a fee assessed if
the stop is less than two miles from the school.

Learn more on the website by visiting www.
minnetonkaschools.org/transportation.

NUTRITION SERVICES

Minnetonka Public Schools Child Nutrition Services
offer a wide variety of healthy breakfast and lunch
choices that teach kids how to develop healthy,
lifetime eating habits. Current research reinforces
the importance of fruits, vegetables and whole
grains in the diet. Minnetonka Schools receive fresh

bakery products with no trans fats or preservatives.
Additionally, the District participates in a federal fresh
produce program, helping the District defray costs
and offering a wide variety of fruits and vegetables
for lunch.

In mid-August, all students receive a food service
personal identification number (PIN) and instructions
for purchasing meals, making payments and checking
balances online.

Visit the District website to:
«  view lunch menus

« make payments

«  check account balances

« and see other information about Child Nutrition
Services

BUILDING HOURS

The student school day is from 9:15 a.m-3:55 p.m.
Doors to the middle schools open at 8:00 a.m.
Students are to enter the school via the cafeteria
entrance and will be supervised. There are no
structured activities for students in the cafeteria
before school. Light breakfast or snack items are
available. Students may participate in our after-
school supervision and homework support time.
Students must be registered to access the before and
after school supervised sessions. A minimal fee may
be charged.
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District Service Center
Enrollment Information
5621 County Road 101

Minnetonka, MN 55345
(952) 401-5000
Office Hours 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
www.minnetonkaschools.org
[ ]

Minnetonka Middle School East
17000 Lake Street Extension
Minnetonka, MN 55345
(952) 401-5200
Office Hours 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

[ ]

Minnetonka Middle School West
6421 Hazeltine Blvd.
Excelsior, MN 55331

(952) 401-5300
Office Hours 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
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