
 
Lehighton Area School District  

1000 Union Street  
Lehighton, PA 18235  

Monday, January 13, 2025 at 7:00 PM  
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING - MINUTES 

 
 
 
 

1. Opening Exercises  
A. Opening Exercises  
Opening Exercises included the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.  
 
B. Call to Order  
Board President, J. Beers called the Special Board Meeting to order at 7:06 PM.  
 
C. Roll Call  
PR/AB 

PR Ms. Joy Beers  PR Mr. Duane Dellecker PR Ms. Heather Neff 

AB Mr. Richard Beltz  PR Mr. Jeremy Glaush AB Mrs. Kerry Sittler 

PR Ms. Barbara Bowes PR Mr. Sean Gleaves PR Ms. April Walker 

 
Also Present:   
Mr. Jason Moser, Superintendent 
Mrs. Mary Figura, Assistant to the Superintendent 
Ms. Janine Partenio, Recording Secretary 
 
Ryan Bowman, Amy Herring, Noah Glaush, Jarrad Hedes, Dave Krause, Kevin Kotch, Jane Maurer, Kyle Spotts, Sandra 
Michalik, Gretchen Laviolette, Mark McGalla, Tiffany Strausberger, Steve Ebbert, Floyd Brown, Sue Howland. 
 
D. Purpose of Special Meeting  
As per the advertisement in the Times News on Friday, January 10, 2025: "The Lehighton Area School District will 
be having a Special Board Meeting on January 13, 2025 at 7:00 PM in the Boardroom at the Administration 
Building, 1000 Union Street, Lehighton, PA 18235 to approve a grant from Carbon County Commissioners as well 
as an agreement for Herren Talks presentations."  
 
E. Public Comment  
None at the time. 
 
 
2. Action Items  
A. Donations/Local Grants  
MOTION by H. Neff, SECONDED by A. Walker, to accept the following donations/local grants:  
The Carbon County Commissioners have awarded an Opioid Grant to the Lehighton School District in the amount of 
$19,500.00 to be used toward the Herren Talks Presentations.  
 
J. Moser thanked the Carbon County Commissioners for the grant, emphasizing its importance in fighting opioid abuse 
and the specific uses intended for the grant.  He highlighted the potential impact of the Herren Talks presentations on 
both students and the community, noting that the grant covers almost the entire cost of the event. J. Beers clarified 
that the Carbon County Commissioners lobbied for the grant themselves and chose the Lehighton Area School District 
as the venue for the Herren Talks presentations. M. Figura agreed and discussed her role in assisting with the writing 
and submission of the grant.  She mentioned how S. Howland assisted in setting up the events at the High School and 
Middle School.  D. Dellecker asked about any incidental costs that the District would have to cover, and J. Moser 
explained that the grant did not cover $750.00 of the cost, which was discussed under the next agenda item. M. 
Figura noted that the original grant was only supposed to be for $10,000.00, but the Commissioners decided to allot 
almost $20,000.00 to the District, which covered almost all of the costs involved.  B. Bowes questioned if the $750.00 
were for the travel costs. M. Figura confirmed that. 
 

YES -    7          NO -    0         ABSENT -    2     ABSTENTIONS -    0    
 
 
 



B. Herren Talks  
MOTION by H. Neff, SECONDED by A. Walker, to approve the agreement with Herren Talks at a cost of $19,500.00 to 
be paid by local grant funding, plus travel costs at the responsibility of the District.  
 
Chris Herren is a former NBA player for the Boston Celtics. He is now a voice on the topic of substance use 
prevention and a wellness advocate. This is an agreement for Chris Herren to come to the Lehighton Area School 
District and present on February 26, 2025 at 8:00 AM for High School Students, 12:30 PM for Middle School 
Students, and 7:00 PM at the High School for the Community. The Carbon County Commissioners have issued a 
local grant in the amount of $19,500.00 to cover the presentations. The District would be required to cover the cost 
of travel, which is estimated around $750.00.  
 

Roll Call Vote: 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Yes​   No​ Absent​    Abstention​ ​  
Ms. April Walker, Member​ ​ ​     X​    0​     0​              0 
Mr. Jeremy Glaush, Member​ ​ ​     X​    0​     0​              0 
Mr. Richard R. Beltz, Vice-President​ ​     0​    0​     X​              0 
Ms. Barbara Bowes, Member​ ​ ​     X​    0​     0​              0 
Mr. Sean Gleaves, Treasurer​ ​ ​     X​    0​     0​              0 
Mr. Duane Dellecker, Member​ ​ ​     X​    0​     0​              0 
Ms. Heather Neff, Member​ ​ ​     X​    0​     0​              0 
Mrs. Kerry Sittler, Member​ ​ ​     0​    0​     X​              0 
Ms. Joy Beers, President​ ​ ​     X​    0​     0​              0 
​  
YES -    7          NO -    0         ABSENT -    2     ABSTENTIONS -    0    

 
Motion Passed 
 
 
3. Communications  
A. Public Comment  
None at the time. 
 
B. Adjournment  
MOTION by J. Glaush, SECONDED by H. Neff, to adjourn the Meeting.  
 

VOTE:  YES -    7          NO -    0         ABSENT -     2    ABSTENTIONS -    0    
 

The January 13, 2025 Special Board Meeting was adjourned at 7:12 PM.​
 
J. Beers noted to the public viewing online - in order to access the next stream for the Workshop Meeting, to stop 
and restart the live stream. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
​
 
Rebecca Karpowicz, Assistant Board Secretary 
By Janine Partenio, Recording Secretary 
 
 


