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Welcome to Stonyhurst

StonyhurstCollegeis the¦YΩǎleadingCatholicco-educationalboardinganddayschoolfor 

pupilsaged3-18.Boardingis from the ageof 7.

At the College,there areapproximately650pupilsaged11-18,two thirdsof whomareboarders.At 

StonyhurstStaŀǊȅΩǎHall,the adjacentdedicatedpreparatoryschool,there arearound200pupils 

aged3-11.Stonyhurst isset instunning countryside,nearthe Ribbleand Hodderrivers and the 

beautifulTroughof Bowland.Manchesterisonlyaboutanhour awayby roador rail. Themarkettown 

of Clitheroeis four milesaway,andwe are12 milesfrom the city of Preston. TheLakeDistrictcanbe 

reachedin aboutanhour,and theYorkshireDales areeven closer.

Stonyhursthasa fascinatingheritage,beingthe oldestcontinuouslyactiveJesuitschoolin the world.

It wasfoundedin StOmer,Northern France(then the Spanish Netherlands),in 1593,and moved 

to its presentsite in[ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ beautifulRibbleValleyin 1794.Throughoutthe yearsof religious

persecutionin England,Stonyhursteducatedthe boysof the EnglishCatholicaristocracyand gentry.

The /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎIgnatian missionand identity,and its sense of family,set Stonyhurst apart fromother 

schools.Pupilsareurgedto do asmuchasthey can(QuantJePuis) for other peoplefollowingthe 

exampleof Jesus Christand followingin the spiritand charismof the Jesuits .TheCollege prepares 

youngpeopleto changethe world for others.

Stonyhurstisa familywhereheritageandinnovationarefusedto inspireyoungpeopleto beagentsof 

changein the world.
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Letter from the  Headmaster

The focus of a Jesuit education is on human 

excellence and this provides us with our 

mission. As the oldest continuously existing 

Jesuit school in the world we have the privilege 

and responsibility to live this mission in the 

most authentic way possible. This is an exciting 

time in the history of Stonyhurst, with a new 

strategic plan committed to the highest quality 

of Jesuit formation and the continuous 

development of our historic Estate over the 

coming years.

Working at Stonyhurst/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ Iŀƭƭ 

offers an outstanding opportunity to help young 

people change the world for others. We offer a 

warm and nurturing environment, balancing the 

best of our history with ambitious aims for the 

future. Academic excellence, faith that does justice, 

perspectives and horizons and sustainability and 

accessibility form the themes of our work. Each 

school year brings new challenges and 

opportunities.

Our pupils are stretched and challenged by 

inspirational teaching and we take great pride in 

ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ άƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ 

ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎέΦCentral to the safeguarding and well-

being of our pupils is our talented and committed 

staff body, both inside and outside the classroom. 

Our teachers share a passion for education and 

young people whilst our support staff engage 

children at all levels, combining to create a diverse 

learning culture and home for our pupils.We offer 

an unrivalled range of co-curricular options and 

colleagues from all areas are encouraged to be 

involved in the many wonderful trips, expeditions, 

fixtures, societies, concerts and plays. 

Stonyhurstemploys around 300 salaried staff, of 

whom nearly 40% are academic. In 1999 we 

opened our doors and admitted girls of all ages on 

the same term as boys, becoming a fully co-

educational school. Reflecting the constitution of 

our co-educational pupil body, over half of our 

academic staff are female.

As Headmaster, my commitment to our staff and 

pupils is that they are given every opportunity to 

thrive and flourish during their time as part of our 

school community. 

Thank you for your interest in Stonyhurst. I hope 

that this information pack will encourage you to go 

ahead with an application that may lead to your 

career development in this vibrant and supportive 

community.

John Browne Headmaster
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Stonyhurst is a Jesuit Catholic School with a tradition of 

excellence that seeks to develop the full human 

potential of its pupils to live lives of faith and justice as 

citizens of the world.

Mission
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Vision
Through our mission, values and identity we thrive. 

Our pupils and our people, all that they can be.

We are open, honest
and transparent.

We are accountable. 
We are empowered & 

free to act.

We are aligned.
We help one another. 
We are one Stonyhurst 

Community.

We are decisive.
We set goals and achieve them.
Everything we do is in service 

to the needs of our young 
people.

Values



a day

in pictures
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the  Role
We are delighted to offer a fantastic development opportunity for highly motivated and 

enthusiastic recent graduates who are looking to experience work and life within an 

outstanding boarding school environment. You will gain invaluable experience in a busy 

boarding school. Whether or not you choose to pursue a career in education, you will leave 

Stonyhurst with many transferable skills to take with you into the future. 

Our graduate positions provide opportunities to work in all areas of school life and across a 

variety of Sports and Activities. You will work within the pastoral, sports or Outdoor Education 

departments either supporting lessons, individuals or groups, help to plan and prepare lessons, 

and assist to create a positive atmosphere within the boarding houses where the pupils feel 

comfortable to relax and unwind. 

Here at Stonyhurst, we aim to nurture independently-minded young people with the ability to 

stand up for their beliefs, preparing them intellectually, spiritually and emotionally for their 

lives beyond Stonyhurst. You have the opportunity to be a fundamental part of this. The 

GraduateAssistant will work alongside House Parents and Assistants, our talented body of staff 

and other recent graduates with similar skills and interests, allowing you to truly immerse 

yourself into life at Stonyhurst and become a part of the Stonyhurst Family. 

The College operates over200activities of a co-curricular nature on a weekly basis in term 

times. Graduates are expected to support some of these based on specialisms and interests. As 

an example, these have included social football clubs for girls and boys, fencing, performing 

arts, chaplaincy and more.

This is an exciting role which requires a flexible approach to working. Your duties will vary, from 

assisting with the activities of your chosen discipline and other sports during the day, to 

supporting in the boarding houses in the evenings, breakfast duties with the pupils in the 

mornings to travelling to fixtures or events. 
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the  Role

ω Lead and support Hockeyteams across age groups 12-18 including in games 
sessions, training sessions and fixtures

ω Work within the Sports department in the school, specifically in Hockey, 
supporting lessons and working with individuals and groups

ω Enhance the learning experience of the pupils, helping them consolidate their 
understanding and express their thoughts and questions whilst developing 
your own skills at the same time

ω IŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ōȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜǎǘ 
in all that they do 

ω Support the staffing of weekend fixtures or events

ω Support the department with administration and other tasks as directed by 
the Director of your department

ω Work alongside the House Parent and Assistant and share responsibility for 
the pastoral care of a Boarding House and Playrooms

ω Ensure the safeguarding and welfare of pupils is a priority at all times

ω Organise and supervise study periods along with activities during the 
weekend

ω Do your best to create and sustain a positive atmosphere where the pupils 
can relax and unwind whilst feeling comfortable and secure 

This is a full-time position within a busy boarding school and duties are 
timetabled over six days, including evenings and weekends.  Graduate Assistants 
are an integral part of our pastoral teams.
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Boarding

Stonyhurst boarding is central to the role of a Graduate Assistant. At 

Stonyhurst we aim to provide a home away from home, with a lively, family 

atmosphere in a comfortable, informal and supportive environment. 

Across the College, there are five boarding houses for boys and three boarding 

houses for girls. Each boarding house is run by a dedicated House Parent and 

Assistant, and a team of staff who support their work. Our House Parents live 

in the boarding house, and each house has its own unique, family atmosphere. 

Stonyhurst is a 7-day-a-week boarding school, and boarders are grouped using 

a horizontal (year group) system, which allows the boarders to mix with pupils 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀƎŜΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

make life-long friends by living in a thriving community based on mutual 

respect. 

9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ΨǇƭŀȅǊƻƻƳΩ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ōƻŀǊŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Řŀȅ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΦ 

The playrooms are common areas, which comes from the emphasis on drama 

in a traditional Jesuit education, where pupils could practise a play to perform 

at the end of the year, provided it had a moral message.  

EST.
1593

At stonyhurst
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