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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Board President Sean Parsons calls the March 20, 2025 regular board meeting to order at 
6:30p.m. with the following members present. 

 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE-MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
 

2025-081     ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

The Athens City School District Board of Education adopts the agenda for the regular meeting of 
March 20, 2025 as presented and amended. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm 

 
2025-082    APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the minutes of the Organizational and 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting held on February 20, 2025. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Rusty Rittenhouse 

Charity Wilhelm 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

“Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommodation for a disabled person 
to be able to participate in this activity.” “No more than a total of thirty (30) minutes 
for public participation is permitted at each regular board meeting. Individuals are welcome to 
speak provided they identify themselves by name and address, give the topic to be discussed and 
limit their presentations to three (3) minutes each”. 

 
A.  Athens Education Association 
B.  AFSCME Local 

 
PRESENTATION / BOARD DISCUSSION 

 

Nathan Gamella of Schorr LLC will provide a presentation to update the Board of Education on the high school 
building project. 

 
 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORTS 

 
 
 
 

2025-083      TREASURER’S  REPORT  
 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the Treasurer’s Report for March 
2025 as submitted. The report contains the Bank Reconciliation, Fund Report, Monthly Financial 
Report, Monthly Check Summary Report, Cafeteria Report, and Investment Report. 

 
Motion by: 
Second 
by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
 

Associate Superintendent Chad Springer briefly reviewed the remaining agenda items for the Board. 
 
 
 
2025-084    PERSONNEL 

 

RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENT—The Athens City School District Board of Education 
accepts the resignation of the following individuals: 

 
 
  
Resignations: 

 

 

Retirements: 
 

•   Jennifer Armstrong, Teacher at Athens Middle School, effective June 1, 2025. 
•   Renee Baum, Paraprofessional Librarian at Morrison-Gordon Elementary School. Effective May 31, 

2025. 
•   Jeanna Sycks, Teacher at Athens Middle School, effective May 31, 2025. 

 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT/CONTRACT RECOMMENDATIONS (pending successful verification of certification, 
college transcripts and experience, completion of criminal records check and other state and local 
requirements for the positions) 

 
1. Administrative Contract – The Athens City School District Board of Education approves a five-year 

contract to the following individuals: 

•   Brian Bennett for the position of Director of Transportation for a three (3) year contract effective 
August 1, 2025 on Step 1 of the Transportation Supervisor pay scale. 

 
 

2. Supplemental Contracts: Issue supplemental contract(s) based on the salary schedule in effect July 1, 
2024 for the position(s) listed for the 2024-2025 to the following individual(s): 

 
 
 
Certified 

 

•   Ben Claussen – Boys Basketball JV Coach 

•   Kyle Lonas – Boys Basketball 8th Grade Coach
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2025-084    PERSONNEL (continued) 
 

 

Non-Certified 
 

• Mickey Cozart – Boys Basketball Head Coach 

• Tracy Bobo – Boys Basketball Varsity Assistant Coach 

• Scott Cottrill – Boys Basketball 7th Grade Coach 

• Michael Fradin – Girls Volleyball - Volunteer 

• Will Matters – Boys Basketball Freshman Coach 

 

3. Substitute Teacher/Home Instructor for 2024-2025 School Year: The Athens City 
School District Board of Education issues a substitute teacher contract at the Board 
approved rate of pay on an as needed basis up to 250 hours to the following: 
 
 
 
Substitute Teachers: 

 

•   Taft Bennett (licensure pending Rapback Enrollment) 
•   Christian Goldsberry 

•   Valerie Locke 

 
 

4. Classified Personnel – The Athens City School District Board of Education in accordance with Article 
VII, Job Postings/Transfer/Assignment and Bidding Procedure approves the following position as 
listed and detailed below (pending successful verification of certification, highly qualified status for 
paraprofessional positions, completion of criminal records check and other state and local 
requirements for these positions): 

 
• Joyce McKenzie – Accepted the Maintenance III – All Buildings position effective February 25, 2025. 

Joyce’s rate of pay remains the same. Day shift hours are 6:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 

• Beth Rutter – Accepted the Temporary Cook position at East Elementary effective February 28, 2025. 
Beth’s rate of pay will be Cook – Step 4. Day shift hours are approximately 8:15 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.
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2025-084    PERSONNEL (continued) 
 

 

• Racheal Curtis – Accepted the Server position at East Elementary effective February 28, 2025. 
Racheal’s rate of pay will remain the same. Day shift hours are approximately 8:15 a.m. – 1:45 p.m. 

 
• Sharon Ervin – Accepted the Bus Route #8 position effective March 3, 2025. Sharon’s rate of pay will 

remain the same. Day shift hours are approximately 6:15 a.m.-9:15 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
 

• Salena Bobo - Accepted the Maintenance III – All Buildings PM position effective March 24, 2025. 
Salena’s rate of pay will be Step 20 of Maintenance 3. Afternoon shift hours will be 12:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
Bus Driver 

 

•   Deshaun Darlington 
 
 
 
Substitute Aides 

 

5. Substitute Classified Personnel—The Athens City School District Board of Education 
approves the employment of the following personnel for the 2024-2025 school year 
on an as needed basis at the Board approved rate of pay for the position they are 
subbing in. 

 
 
Cafeteria 

 

•   Brianna Monroe, Substitute 
 
Custodial 
 
Secretarial 
 

• Sharon Ervin, Substitute 
 

 

Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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2025-085    BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS 
 

 

A.  THE ATHENS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT APPROVES DONATIONS 
 

1.  On behalf of Sandy Lake, a former music teacher at The Plains Intermediate School. Sandy passed 
away recently and former colleagues have made a donation to The Plains Intermediate School’s 
music program. The following colleagues made the donation: 

 
o Jim and Betty Mason 
o Rick Essex 
o Janet Idleman 
o Bette Omen 
o Marianae Watson 
o Linda Williams 
o Susie Chapman 
o Mary Lou Bernard 
o Dawn Class 
o Jan Slattery 
o Marilyn Stalder 

 
2.  The Donation of a Sound System to Morrison Gordon Elementary School on behalf of Athens Mold 

and Machine and the Thorton family. 
 
 
 

B.  THE ATHENS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVES THE RENEWAL OF 
THE FOLLOWING 

 

District Property, Vehicle, commercial Umbrella and General Liability Insurance policy through Reed & 
Bauer Insurance Agency, LLC of Athens for the period of April 1, 2025 through March 31, 2026 in the 
amount of $283,704 as submitted. 
 
Motion by:  
Second by:  
 
 
Discussion:  
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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2025-086  ACCEPTING TAX RATES AND VALUES 
 
 

The Athens City School District Board of Education authorizes the Treasurer to approve and 

accept the Resolution Accepting the Amounts and Rates as determined by the Athens County 

Budget Commission, authorize the necessary tax levies, and certify 

them to the County Auditor. 
 
 
 

Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse  
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 

 
 
 

2025-087       FIRST READING OF UPDATED/REVISED BOARD POLICIES 
 

•   Bylaw 0131.1 – Technical Corrections (Revised) 

•   Bylaw 0171 – Review of Policy (Rescind) 

•   1422.01 – Drug-Free Workplace (New) 

•   2260.02 - Single Gender Classes and Activities (Revised) 

•   2271 – College Credit Plus Program (Revised) 
•   2340 – Field and Other District-Sponsored Trips (Revised) 

•   2430.02 – Participation of Community / STEM School Students in Extra-Curricular Activities (Revised) 

•   2431 – Interscholastic Athletics (Revised) 

•   2460 – Special Education (Revised) 

•   5113 – Inter-District Open Enrollment (Revised) 

•   5120 – Assignment within District (Revised) 

•   5131 – Transfer Students (Technical Correction) 
•   5223 – Released Time for Religious Instruction (New/Revised) 

•   5330 – Use of Medications (Revised) 

•   5350 - Student Health, Wellbeing, and Suicide Prevention (Revised) 

•   5460 – Graduation Requirements (Revised) 

•   5610 – Removal, Suspension, Expulsion, and Permanent Exclusion of Students (Revised) 
•   5751 – Parental Status of Students (Revised) 

•   5780.01 – Parents’ Bill of Rights (New) * Will go into effect July 1, 2025 

•   6151 – Insufficient Funds Checks (Revised) 

•   7421 – Restrooms, Locker Rooms, Shower Rooms, and Changing Rooms (New)
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2025-087       FIRST READING OF UPDATED/REVISED BOARD POLICIES (continued) 
 

 

•   7440.01 – Video Surveillance and Electronic Monitoring (Revised) 
•   8142 – Criminal History Record Check of Contracted School Services (Revised) 
•   8452 – Automated External Defibrillators (“AED”) and Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (Revised) 

•   8500 – Food Services (Revised) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
The Board President declared the Athens City School District Board of Education Regular Meeting 
of March 20, 2025 adjourned at               p.m. 

 
 
 
 
______________________________   ________________________________ 

Sean Parsons, Board President                                          Jared M. Bunting, Treasurer/CFO 

(No addendum after the Board Authorized Signatures is a valid account of the meeting.) 


