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Call to Order

Agenda



Welcome Opening and Attendance



Introductions



P-BVUSD Strategic Plan Priorities



Meeting Norms

1. Start on time.

2. Stay focused on topic/presenters

3. If you have questions during the 

presentation, write them down. An 

opportunity will be provided for discussion 

after the presentation.

4. Questions should be general, not personal.

5. Feel free to ask questions or offer input.

6. Respect others’ opinions.



Purpose of the DAC

A District Advisory Committee (DAC) is a committee 

established to provide a central forum for the individual 

school site councils and committees.

▪ To review and coordinate activities of the School Advisory Councils 

and School Site Councils;

▪ To act as a liaison between the District and School Site Councils;

▪ To give input on District program planning, design, and 

implementation;

▪ To function as an advisory committee in the development, approval, 

modification, and evaluation of specially funded programs such as 

Title I, the LCAP and the LCAP Addendum

▪ To initiate studies and/or proposals on educational monies 

pertinent to the school district;

▪ To study the effect of new and existing educational programs;

▪ To provide assistance in the dissemination of current and factual 

information regarding the activities and policies of the District;

▪ To solicit and ensure parent involvement in the District.



Additions or Revisions to the Agenda



Public Comment

Comments related to agenda items, per 
Greene Act and must be submitted by 

email to the Specialists at least 24 hrs. in 
advance of the meeting.



Minutes from the Previous Meeting



Elections, Appointments, 

Bylaws, Training



Elections

▪ Secretary



Reports from Staff

Assessment, Curriculum, & Technology: 

Director II, Courtney McMahan



GATE
Gifted and Talented Education

PBVUSD



PBVUSD GATE

Historic Overview of GATE in CA
CA Established the 
Mentally Gifted Minor 
Program for students 
scoring in the 98th 
percentile or above on 
standardized intellectual 
ability tests.

1961
1980 AB 1040 established Gifted 
and Talented Education (GATE) 
Program allowing LEAs to set 
their own criteria for 
identification and expanded 
services to a broader range of 
students who were gifted and 
talented in areas such as 
academic ability, leadership, 
visual & performing arts, and 
creativity.

1980
AB 2313 required GATE 
programs to be planned 
and organized as 
differentiated learning 
experiences within the 
regular school day & est. 
a categorical funding 
formula for GATE.

2000
LCFF legislation 
redistributed state 
funding from categorical 
into general funds.  

2014



PBVUSD GATE

What is GATE in PBVUSD?

Pull Out Enrichment Program

1. It is composed of pupils identified as gifted & talented

2. It is especially designed to meet the specific needs of 
gifted & talented pupils for enriched or advanced 
instruction & is appropriately differentiated from other 
classes in the same subjects in the school.

3. It is taught by a teacher who has specific preparation, 
experience, personal attributes, & competencies in 
teaching gifted children

Once a week pull out program. All schools with qualifying 
students have busses that pick/drop off at their home school. 



PBVUSD GATE

Qualifications for GATE
Identification Process

Qualification to test for the elementary gifted education program is based on students' CAASPP results 
from the previous school year. Qualifying students are invited to take the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
which is administered at each school site in August. Students are ranked on CogAT test scores, as well as 
Star Reading scores (District Assessments) The highest-scoring students are placed in the available 
openings in the GATE classes. GATE instruction begins in September. 

The Panama-Buena Vista Union School District's elementary Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) 

Program is designed to extend and enrich identified fourth, fifth, and sixth-grade students' educational 

experiences through units of study. The units are created to meet the unique learning styles of gifted 

children. 



PBVUSD GATE



PBVUSD GATE

What is the CogAT?
a multiple-choice K-12 assessment that measures reasoning 
skills with different types of verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal 
questions. 

What the CogAT measures

● Verbal Battery: Measures a student's ability to use search, 
retrieval, and comparison processes 

● Quantitative Battery: Measures a student's ability to reason about 
patterns and relations using concepts like numbers and symbols 

● Nonverbal Battery: Measures a student's ability to reason with 
spatial and figural content 



PBVUSD GATE

4th grade

Psychology

Technology and Design

Paleontology & Archeology

World Geography

Mythology & Art

5th grade 6th grade

Computer Science

Art Appreciation

STEM Challenges

Space Science

Inventions (Shark Tank)

Architecture

Tolerance

Art/Mythology

Stock Market

Extensions: Greek Mythology
Art History/Appreciation
Exposure: All grade Greek & Latin Roots

4th: Italian
5th: Spanish
6th: French

Curriculum



THANK YOU
PBVUSD GATE



Reports from Staff

Professional Development: Director II, 

Dr. Jill Hamilton-Bunch



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ka3EdgMKzfzdFB_1gKEq0BgPTHRWJf9pc92D-tgf5p8/edit#slide=id.g33447399ae6_0_117
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ka3EdgMKzfzdFB_1gKEq0BgPTHRWJf9pc92D-tgf5p8/edit#slide=id.g33447399ae6_0_117


ENGLISH 

HOME SURVEY

ESPANOL 

ENCUESTA DE VIVIENDA

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqoIXV-S09Lb4u9nEPtB3FJLG9ZhRYx-bgNf7YKwUXDmjK-g/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqoIXV-S09Lb4u9nEPtB3FJLG9ZhRYx-bgNf7YKwUXDmjK-g/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSei3Wtla1hCBNSqzAEVfO2APWVOX-zgT8oD_71B9AwMY3Sx1Q/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSei3Wtla1hCBNSqzAEVfO2APWVOX-zgT8oD_71B9AwMY3Sx1Q/viewform?usp=dialog


Break Time

Snacks and Light Refreshments



Old Business



New Business



The Why Behind the

School Plan for Student 

Achievement



The School Plan for Student Achievement 

(SPSA) exists to provide a comprehensive, 

actionable framework to improve student 

outcomes and ensure that resources are used 

effectively and equitably to meet the needs 

of all students. The "why" behind the SPSA 

centers around accountability, equity, and 

collaboration. Below are the core reasons 

for its importance:



▪ The SPSA ensures that a school’s goals 

are directly tied to measurable outcomes 

in student achievement, particularly for 

historically underserved groups.

▪ It links funding allocations and programs 

(e.g., Title I, LCFF, or other state and 

federal funds) to actions that directly 

support academic progress and overall 

student success.

To Align Goals with Student Achievement



To Address Equity in Education

▪ The SPSA emphasizes closing achievement 

gaps by identifying and addressing the 

specific needs of students who face 

barriers to success, including English 

learners, low-income students, foster 

youth, and students with disabilities.

▪ Schools can tailor interventions and 

resources to help ensure all students 

receive the support they need to thrive.



To Fulfill Legal and Policy Requirements

▪ Federal and state laws (e.g., the Every 

Student Succeeds Act [ESSA] and 

California’s Local Control Accountability 

Plan [LCAP]) require schools receiving 

Title I or other categorical funds to 

develop a plan that demonstrates how 

funds will be used to support students 

and meet performance goals.

▪ The SPSA serves as a key document for 

compliance with these requirements.



To Promote Stakeholder Engagement

▪ The SPSA is developed in collaboration 

with parents, teachers, staff, and other 

stakeholders through groups like School 

Site Councils (SSCs).

▪ This collaboration ensures the plan 

reflects the community's priorities, 

builds trust, and encourages shared 

accountability for student success.



To Provide a Strategic Blueprint

▪ The SPSA serves as a road map for schools, clearly 

defining:

▫ Needs: Based on data, such as academic 

performance, attendance, and behavior.

▫ Goals: Specific, measurable objectives to 

improve student outcomes.

▫ Actions: Steps and programs to address 

identified needs and meet goals.

▫ Budgets: How financial resources will be 

allocated to support the actions.

▪ By centralizing this information, it ensures a 

coherent approach to school improvement.



To Foster Continuous Improvement

▪ The SPSA is reviewed and updated 

annually, allowing schools to assess what 

is working and what needs adjustment 

based on data and outcomes.

▪ This iterative process builds a culture 

of accountability and improvement.



Local Educational Agency (LEA) Parent & Family 

Engagement Policy (2025-2026)

6020 Board Policy Parent 

Involvement 

6020 Administrative Regulation 

Parent Involvement

English/Spanish/Punjabi 

http://www.gamutonline.net/district/panama-buenavista/DisplayPolicy/1030534/6
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/panama-buenavista/DisplayPolicy/1030534/6
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/panama-buenavista/DisplayPolicy/1030535/6
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/panama-buenavista/DisplayPolicy/1030535/6
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1725396730/pbvusdk12caus/prvgv4t4gd8alsosmpne/LEA_Parent_and_Family_Engagement_Policy_Panama-Buena_Vista_Union_School_District_2023060711.pdf
https://www.pbvusd.k12.ca.us/fs/resource-manager/view/8d118464-ad2c-43ca-82c6-91ba56b32288
https://www.pbvusd.k12.ca.us/fs/resource-manager/view/c436920e-3b33-4f18-a1de-d4370066bad2
https://forms.gle/9cmBfREWKC6KqYYd9


Announcements and Items for Future 
Meetings
▪ District Advisory Committee

▫ May 7,2025, 9 am-11 am 

Location: District Office Board Room 
*Subject to Change*

▪ Title I Parent Subcommittee

▫ April 8, 2025, 9 am-11 am 

Location: Stonecreek Junior High School 

(8000 Akers Rd. Bakersfield, CA 93313)
*Subject to Change*

▪ Items for future DAC meetings

▫ This is a time for DAC members to request 

that items be placed on a future agenda.

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1724690301/pbvusdk12caus/xbxcivwvisiuekreq0yt/DistrictAdvisoryCommittee.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1724690301/pbvusdk12caus/xbxcivwvisiuekreq0yt/DistrictAdvisoryCommittee.pdf


Evaluation 
and 

Feedback

https://forms.gle/ba4vxLpJz97Gytu4A

https://forms.gle/y5dNRn7es24mXdqu8


Adjournment


