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ATTENDANCE

ATTENDANCE MATTERS FOR PARENTS AND FAMILIES
Your child’s daily, on-time attendance in school is critical to their academic and personal success. It is understandable 
that some challenges to your child’s school attendance are unavoidable, such as an illness or a family emergency. 
However, it is important to understand the impact of absences from school, especially if they become frequent.

TAKE ACTION TO HELP ELIMINATE CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM
Parents and families:
•	 Make getting to school on time every day a priority in your family.
•	 Talk with your child about the importance of school attendance from an early age and the negative effects  

of too many absences.
•	 When necessary, create a safe space for your child to share what is keeping them from participating in school  

on a regular basis. Communicate any concerns with your school’s staff as soon as possible.
•	 Have a back-up plan for getting your child to school when there are difficulties with transportation, a family illness, 

or other challenges.
•	 Schedule appointments for after school hours whenever possible.
•	 Monitor school attendance to make sure your child is in class and on time every day.
•	 Contact your child’s school to discuss supports and services that can help maintain regular school attendance.

DID YOU KNOW?
Children can suffer academically 

even if they miss one or two  
days of school per-month.
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SAFETY, SECURITY, & CONCERNS

SEE. HEAR. SHARE.
If you see or hear anything that might make  
our schools unsafe:
•	 Tell a trusted adult;
•	 Call (918)480-SAFE or Text 480-SAFE.
•	 Text “Y” or “Yes” to 67587 to make sure you  

get important weather and safety notices.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
Being prepared for emergencies is important to Tulsa 
Public Schools. The district’s Safe Schools Plan, as 
required by Oklahoma Title 70§23-100 and 24-100.5, 
requires every school to have a Safe School Committee 
and a Healthy and Fit Committee. The committees include 
teachers, parents, students, administrators, health care 
professionals, community members, law enforcement, 
citizens, clergy and non-profit health organizations.
Each school’s emergency management plan is 
reviewed and revised annually and after each 
emergency.
TPS Board Policy 7307 requires schools to have 
emergency plans for fires, bomb threats, suicide 
intervention, tornadic/severe weather, intruder on 
campus/lockdown, student endangerment, child abuse, 
accident/serious illness, student runaway, abduction and 
atmospheric chemical release.

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS
How does Tulsa Public Schools respond in the case  
of an emergency?
When an emergency occurs, there are three possible 
plans of action:
1.	 Early Release Plan:  Returns students to their homes 

as quickly and safely as possible. Each school maintains 
information for emergency contacts for each child. It is 
very important that parents and legal guardians inform  
the school when emergency contact information changes.

2.	 Shelter in Place Plan: Keeps students in their 
buildings. Specific areas with each building are 
identified as safety zones. The shelter plan may 
include a partial or complete lockdown of the school. 

In this case, students remain in their classroom until 
otherwise notified. Students in buildings who are not 
in a classroom will be escorted by staff to supervised 
areas and remain there until otherwise notified. No 
one will be allowed to enter or leave the school for 
any reason.

3.	 Evacuation Plan: Requires that all building occupants 
exit the building and go to a previously identified, safe 
alternate location. Evacuation may mean only going 
outside and away from the building until an all-clear 
signal is given. In some circumstances, students 
and staff may need to be transported and housed 
temporarily in another location.

How will I know where to pick up my child if a school  
is evacuated?
In the event students must be moved to an alternate 
location, the school will use a number of communication 
tools to advise parents. (see “Where should I get accurate 
information during a school emergency?”)
Schools have several alternative locations, depending on 
the severity of the emergency and the number of school 
buildings involved.
Police, fire, county and state authorities know of the 
alternate locations for each school. For security reasons 
TPS does not disclose alternate locations until an actual 
emergency occurs.
Does Tulsa Public Schools have emergency  
practice drills?
Oklahoma law requires schools to have a minimum of two 
lock down drills each school year and two fire drills each 
semester. The first fire drill is conducted in the first 15 days 
of each semester.
Emergency drills are conducted at various times during 
the school day so students and staff can practice what to 
do regardless of where they are or what they are doing. 
Additional drills and simulations may be conducted several 
times throughout the year.
Should I pick up my child at school during  
an emergency?
NO. While every guardian’s instinct in an emergency 
is to go to the school to safeguard their child, doing 
so may interfere with the school’s ability to effectively 
respond to the situation. We strongly encourage parents 
NOT to come to the school during an emergency unless 
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directed to do so by the district. In most cases, school 
district administration and district and local emergency 
responders are the only individuals allowed to enter or 
leave campus or buildings during emergencies.
In the event of an emergency, school staff will work to 
ensure the safety of students. In a fast-moving situation 
that requires careful coordination and communication, 
extra vehicles and visitors to the school make the task  
of keeping track of students much more difficult.
What provisions are made during emergencies  
for students with disabilities?
Contact your school for the plan of action that includes 
evacuation of students or staff who have special needs.
What provisions are made during emergencies  
for students with disabilities?
Contact your school for the plan of action that includes 
evacuation of students or staff who have special needs.
Where should I get accurate information during a 
school emergency?
Parents are asked to call the school as a last resort. The 
district will use every communication method available 
to keep you up-to-date during an emergency. These may 
include:
•	 Tulsa Public Schools website (www.tulsaschools.org) 

or your school site’s webpage (updates are posted on 
the home page);

•	 Email, text or phone call from the district’s message 
system using each student’s emergency contact 
information;

•	 www.facebook.com/TulsaPublicSchools;
•	 Talking Points; or
•	 Schools may contact you directly; this is why it is 

important for us to have updated emergency  
contact information for your child. To update it,  
visit tulsaschools.org/contactupdate

Major local media and their websites will carry public 
information about certain emergency situations. Be sure 
to listen carefully for official announcements from Tulsa 
Public Schools. In situations that impact the safety of a 
significant number of students, the media will be kept up 
to date on developments and will be asked to broadcast 
emergency information.

What can I do to plan ahead?
The three most important things a parent or guardian  
can do to prepare are:
1.	 Make certain your child’s school has up to date 

emergency and current contact information.
2.	 Talk with your child about the importance of  

following the instructions of their school’s staff  
during emergencies.

3.	 Periodically review with your child alternative 
arrangements in case you cannot be reached  
in an emergency.

Where can I find more information about emergencies 
at my child’s school?
TPS Campus Police: 918-480-SAFE (7233)
See the following board policies regarding emergencies  
at tulsaschools.org/policies:
•	 Regulation 7308-R, Emergency Closings
•	 Regulation 7305-R, Procedure for Handling  

Bomb Threats
•	 Policy 7307, Disaster Plans
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CONTACT NUMBERS FOR 
SCHOOL RELATED CONCERNS
Safety Hotline for Reporting Incidents.......(918)480-7233
Social Services and Mental  
Health Services.............................................(918)746-6287
Homeless Education.....................................(918)746-6241
Health and Wellness.....................................(918)746-6364
Parenting or Expecting Students................ (918)746-6307
Parent Resource Center...............................(918)746-9665
Suspensions, Bans, Appeals........................(918)746-6457
Special Education.........................................(918)746-6722
Curriculum.....................................................(918)925-1100
Student Records...........................................(918)746-7500
Before and After Care...................................(918)833-9571
Indian Education.......................................... (918)833-8360

TIPS REPORT INCIDENT
You can help keep your school community safe. If you  
see or hear something concerning, call (918) 480-SAFE,  
text 480 SAFE, email, or share it with a trusted adult. Our 
See. Hear. Share hotline is staffed around the clock:
•	 Weapons possession
•	 Drug/alcohol use
•	 Bullying, harassment, or intimidation
•	 School vandalism
•	 Physical assault
•	 Threats of violence
•	 Suicide risk
•	 Abuse or neglect
•	 Other incidents
Report a Student/School Safety Concern at  
tulsaschools.org/report 

If you have concerns related to bullying, please 
view these TPS policies concerning bullying at  
tulsaschools.org/policies:
•	 2119: Student Bullying Prevention and Intervention
•	 2119-R: Student Bullying Prevention and Intervention
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HOW CAN I HELP MAKE MY CHILD’S SCHOOL  
A HEALTHY PLACE TO LEARN?
Always inform the school nurse/health assistant about the following:
•	 Specific needs, limitations, restrictions, or concerns indicated by a doctor, dentist, or other healthcare provider.
•	 All immunizations, boosters, exemptions, or restrictions obtained from licensed health care providers.
•	 Changes in eye exams and any restrictions, limitations or accommodations needed.
•	 Medications (prescription and non-prescription) your child routinely takes at home or school.
•	 Call the school office to report absences due to illness every day your child is out. If your child is absent three  

or more days, you may be asked for a note from your healthcare provider when your child returns to school.
•	 A phone number and emergency contact number where a parent, guardian or person responsible for child’s  

care can be reached.
•	 If you have questions or concerns related to your child’s health, contact the school health clinic.

WHEN SHOULD I KEEP A SICK CHILD HOME FROM SCHOOL?  
General guidelines on when to keep your child home: tulsaschools.org/healthguidelines
•	 If your child’s temperature is 100.4 degrees or higher, the Centers for Disease Control recommends  

you keep your child home until 24 hours after the fever is gone (without the use of medications).
•	 A child with a severe or persistent cough should stay at home and possibly see a doctor.
•	 If your child has diarrhea or is vomiting, keep them at home until 24 hours after the last episode  

(without medication).
•	 If you have concerns about your child’s health, call your healthcare professional.

SHOULD MY CHILD GO TO SCHOOL IF OTHER  
CHILDREN ARE SICK?
It is not unusual for children to get sick during school. It is up to you to decide whether to send your child to school.  
You might want to check with your doctor, especially if your child has other health problems.
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WHAT SHOULD I DO DURING 
FLU SEASON (OCTOBER 
THROUGH MAY)?
According to the CDC, the flu (influenza) is an infectious 
illness of the nose, throat and lungs that is caused by the 
influenza virus. Most people with the flu feel better after 
about a week of serious illness.
A flu vaccine is the best way to protect against the flu. Flu 
shots can be given to children six months and older. Nasal 
spray vaccines can be given to healthy children two years 
and older. Children under five years old who have had 
wheezing in the past year, or any child with chronic health 
problems should get the flu shot.
Most people with the flu feel tired and have a fever, 
headache, dry cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose  
and sore muscles. Some people, especially children, may 
also have upset stomachs and diarrhea. A cough can last 
two or more weeks. Call or take your child to a doctor 
right away if they:
•	 Have a high fever or fever that lasts a long time
•	 Have trouble breathing or breathes fast
•	 Have skin that looks blue
•	 Not drinking enough water
•	 Confused, will not wake up, does not want to be held, 

or has seizures (uncontrollable shaking)
•	 Gets better but then worsens again; or has other 

conditions (like heart or lung disease, diabetes) that 
get worse

•	 People spread the flu by breathing in droplets from 
an infected person’s cough or sneeze or from germs 
spread from hand to mouth

Tulsa Health Department  
(918) 582-9355 

www.Tulsa-Health.org

Tulsa Public Schools Health and Wellness 
(918)746-6364 

tulsaschools.org/health 

TPS partners with the Tulsa Health 
Department and Oklahoma Caring Van to 
offer free flu vaccines at various school 

sites for students who qualify.

HEALTH ISSUESSAFETY, SECURITY, & CONCERNSHEALTH ISSUES
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HEALTH ISSUES

MENTAL HEALTH RELATED 
SERVICES
Mental health related services are a key component in 
promoting wellness for students and families. If your 
family needs a referral to any Tulsa Public Schools 
Approved Mental Health Related Services Partners, please 
reach out to your child’s school site so they can ensure 
you are referred to an agency which best meets your 
needs. In many cases, an initial assessment/screening 
is provided at no cost to the family. Criteria for the free 
assessment varies from agency to agency. You may reach 
out to any agency found on the most up to date list of 
Tulsa Public Schools Approved Mental Health Related 
Services Partners at tulsaschools.org/healthpartners 
for details and more information.
The School-Community Mental Health Protocol & 
Partnership Guidance (tulsaschools.org/guidance) 
and the Confidential Crisis Intervention Protocol/Report 
(tulsaschools.org/protocol) provide clear guidance 
around school based services and crisis response.
For additional information regarding mental  
health related services for stakeholders, visit  
tulsaschools.org/stakeholders.
If you are experiencing a mental health crisis, you can 
reach out to a FREE 24-hour resource by calling/texting 
988 or chat online at 988lifeline.org.
You can also connect with a FREE live and local crisis 
response 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by calling COPES 
at (918)744-4800. 
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MENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENT PROVIDERS
*Please note: TPS approved Mental Health Providers may vary throughout the year.

A New Way (918)599-7277 https://anewwaycenter.com/

Amayesing Skillz (918)932-8774 https://www.amayesingskillz.com/

Anchored Behavioral Health 
Consulting

(918)295-5055 https://www.anchoredbhc.com/

Anew Dawn Counseling Services, 
LLC

(918)574-8442 https://anewdawncounselingservices.com/

Betty Jackson Counseling Services (918)902-5348 https://bettyjacksoncounselingservices.com/

Chris King Counseling (918)760-5243 https://chriskingcounseling.com/

Circle of Care (405)698-0550 https://circleofcare.org/

Counseling and Recovery Services (918)492-2554 https://www.crsok.org/

CREOKS Behavioral Health Services (877)327-3657 https://www.creoks.org/

DaySpring Community Services, Inc. (918)712-0859 https://pfh.org/locations-details?q=3015+e+skelly 
+dr.+suite+103

Domestic Violence Intervention 
Services, Inc.

(918)743-5763 https://dvis.org/

Essence of Life counseling Services, 
LLC

(539)743-5763 https://www.eolcs.org/index.html

Family and Children’s Services (918)587-9471 https://www.fcsok.org/

Flow Counseling Services, LLC (918)378-0171 N/A

Grand Mental Health (844)458-2100 https://www.grandmh.com/

Homebased Services & Resources (918)552-8993 https://www.homebasedservices.org/our-
locations.html

Improving Lives Counseling  
Services, Inc.

(918)268-7365 https://improvinglivescounseling.com/counseling-
tulsa-ok/

Mental Health Association of 
Oklahoma

(918)585-1213 https://mhaok.org/

Morton Comprehensive Health 
Services, Inc.

(918)295-6185 https://www.mortonhealth.com/

Oklahoma Family Network (877)871-5072 https://oklahomafamilynetwork.org/
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HEALTH ISSUES

WHAT IMMUNIZATIONS DOES MY CHILD NEED FOR  
THE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR?
Oklahoma law requires that all children enrolled at a public or private school must have documentation of the required 
immunizations or an exemption on file in order to attend school, preschool, or childcare, including those attending an 
alternative school, vocational technical school or virtual school. The immunization records must be on file at the school, 
preschool or childcare on or before the first day of attendance.  
Immunizations help to prevent or lessen the severity of certain diseases and many health experts believe they are the 
key to promoting a healthier community. The Tulsa Health Department provides childhood immunizations following the 
CDC’s recommended childhood and adolescent immunization schedule. All children 2 months of age and older must 
present an immunization record or file for an exemption before they are allowed to attend childcare or school  
in Oklahoma.
If you have questions about immunizations, contact your child’s school health clinic; TPS Health and Wellness at  
(918) 746-6364 or Tulsa Health Department at 918-582-WELL(9355).
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22

EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT 
BEHAVIOR IN TULSA  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Our behavioral expectations are critical to academic 
development.
• Show respect to others and for the rights of others
• Behave in a courteous manner
• Respect the authority of all school personnel
• Learn and demonstrate acceptable social behavior
• Bring necessary materials to all classes and actively

participate in the learning process
• Contribute to a positive learning environment through

appropriate personal hygiene habits and clothing 
consistent with the school uniform policy

• Adhere to all school rules and regulations
The principal is authorized by law to recommend a change 
of student placement and suspend students for violation 
of public school regulations. The teacher has the authority 
to remove a student from the classroom to a designated 
authority when the student interferes with the teaching/
learning environment of the class. At the time of removal, 
the teacher may request that the student not be returned 
to that classroom until a conference is held between the 
teacher and the designated authority
Corporal punishment is prohibited. No student will 
be subject to corporal punishment by teachers, 
administrators, students, or other school personnel. 
Physical restraint is permitted only if it is reasonable and 
necessary in order to protect people and property.
This Behavior Response Plan (BRP) cannot cover every set 
of circumstances in the diverse and complex social setting 
of public schools. The administrator may find it necessary 
to use intervention or discipline options and procedures 
not covered specifically in these regulations.
Implementation of appropriate interventions and 
disciplinary responses consider a number of factors 
including the nature and severity of the misconduct. In 
many cases, the use of primary responses and/or the use 
of school-based interventions may be most suitable. In 
other cases, a student’s misconduct may be appropriately 
addressed by a district disciplinary response along with 
interventions and student supports.

The Behavior Response Plan is focused on the well-
being and success of our students and schools through 
fostering safe, supportive, joyful learning environments 
and a student culture of care and respect. Our approach 
is based on building, maintaining, and restoring 
relationships in the school community.  This plan is 
reviewed annually by the Student and Family Support 
Services department, the Tulsa Classroom Teachers 
Association, Tulsa Association of Elementary School 
Principals, & Tulsa Association of Secondary School 
Principals. 

APPLICABILITY
These policies, rules, regulations, and procedures 
published in this booklet apply to the following:
• On school property – immediately before and after

school hours as well as during the school day without
regard to whether adults are present.

• On athletic fields, on school buses, in areas
immediately adjacent to the school and in all other
places where school functions occur or where school
activities take place.

• Throughout the course of any school field trip or
other officially sponsored school activity.

• Off-campus conduct where the student’s continued
attendance at school is a threat or would have
an adverse impact on order, discipline, or the
educational process.

See also TPS School Board Policy 1202, Authority in  
the Absence of Policy at tulsaschools.org/policy1202
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