
BOARD OF 
EDUCATION

MEETING

PHONE: 708-225-4000                                     district205.net                              @ttdistrict205

DECEMBER 18, 2024Serving All or Portions of the Following Communities:
Blue Island | Burnham | Calumet City 
| Dixmoor | Dolton | East Hazel Crest | Harvey

Hazel Crest | Lansing | Markham | Phoenix | 
Posen | Riverdale | South Holland | Thornton



C A L L  T O  O R D E R
OPEN SESSION
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ROLL CALL
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
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A. Report from Curriculum Committee



CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
Annual Thanksgiving Giveaway Organized by Patricia Fortier

Our families received turkeys, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, macaroni and cheese, 

and more to create a delicious 
Thanksgiving feast.



COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

PHONE: 708-225-4000                                     district205.net                              @ttdistrict205

A. Report from Curriculum Committee
B. Report from Finance & Facilities Committee
C. Report from Policy Committee
D. Report from Discipline Committee



CONSENT AGENDA

PHONE: 708-225-4000                                     district205.net                              @ttdistrict205

A. Approval of the Regular Meeting and Executive Session Minutes dated 
November 13, 2024

B. Approval of District 205 Bills: Dated November 13, 2024, through 
December 17, 2024

C. Personnel: Approval of Resignations, Leave of Absence, New Hires & 
Terminations dated December 17, 2024

D. Ratification:
i. Approval of the Varsity Wrestling Tournament, Overnight Trip, Lincoln, IL, 
December 26-28, 2024

ii. Approval of the Girls Basketball Tournament, Overnight Trip, 
Edwardsburg, MI, December 13-14, 2024

iii. Approval of PRESS Plus Policy 2:265 Title IX Grievance Procedure 



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
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We now open the Public Participation section of our agenda. At this time,
members of the community are invited to address the Board. We ask that you
state your name and town, limit your total time to two minutes, and talk only
about items on the current Board Agenda.

In addition, if your comments are of a critical nature about specific people, the
Board requests that you present your comments during the personnel portion
of the “executive session.”

Your name will not be called if you do not sign in and list a topic or the topic is
not on the current Board agenda or if public participation has begun.



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA)

PHONE: 708-225-4000                                     district205.net                              @ttdistrict205

DR. DOSS
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COMMUNICATIONS
N E W S  F R O M  T H E  S C H O O L S
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THORNRIDGE
F A L C O N S

With the Semester winding down, 

Thornridge's Student Council and National 

Honor Society sponsored a Holiday Spirit 

week of  fun for all! 
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THORNRIDGE
F A L C O N S

Congrats to these TR Scholars! On November 18, 2024 – TR 

attended a D205 Jackson State University in-person visit at 

Thornton High School, where 15 of  the 16 attending were 

accepted "On-the-Spot." Congrats to these TR Scholars!
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THORNRIDGE
F A L C O N S

We, the Thornridge Falcon Family, are delighted to announce 

that Abdulbasit Lawal, one of  our graduating seniors, has been 

admitted to the University of  Notre Dame with a QuestBridge 

National College Match Scholarship valued at over $350,000. 

This highly selective scholarship will cover all four years of  

undergraduate studies and provide options for additional 

expenses. Thornridge salutes Abdulbasit for his commitment to 

academic and personal success, as he is one of  the 2,627 

Finalists chosen as Match Scholarship Recipients, with 90 

students paired with Notre Dame.  Abdulbasit has consistently 

demonstrated his intellectual prowess, with an outstanding 

academic record that has kept him in the top 5% of  his class 

throughout high school. His strong participation in the Science 

Club, Art Club, Stage Crew, and Scholastic Team demonstrates 

his unwavering commitment to academic excellence. 

Abdulbasit is an extraordinary student who handles himself  

maturely and has a natural ability to lead others to 

success.  Furthermore, Abdulbasit plans to attend the 

University of  Notre Dame as an accounting major. 

Congratulations, Abdulbasit; your Thornridge Falcon Family is 

proud of  you!
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THORNRIDGE
F A L C O N S

On December 4th, the District 205 Choir and the Thornridge Concert Band took the stage in the David L. Eanes Performing 

Arts Center to bring together holiday music and cheer for TR's Annual Winter Concert.  The choir performed “Our Gift For 

You,” “Betelehemu,” “I Smile,” and "Do You Hear What I Hear.” The band performed the “Star-Spangled Banner,” 

“Chester,” “Onward Thornridge,” and “Festive Fanfare.” Here’s to a holiday season filled with music and joy! 
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THORNRIDGE
F A L C O N S

A few of  Thornridge's scholars had an 

opportunity to attend The Hip Hop Nutcracker, 

a contemporary dance show that reimagines the 

classic Nutcracker ballet, celebrating community 

and hip-hop culture.  The TR scholars, along with 

Dr. Moore and TR Staff  took away the message 

that love conquers all and that the magic of  the 

holidays can bring people together.
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THORNTON
W I L D C A T S

On December 4th, Thornton Economics students from Mr. Feltz's 
and Ms. Jones' class had the opportunity to visit the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Chicago Money Museum and meet with a Federal 
Reserve Vice President of the Bank Supervision Department. She 
presented on the role of the Federal Reserve, showed a short 
video highlighting the goals and role of the Federal Reserve and 
answered student questions. Afterwards, students went through a 
variety of exhibits including spotting a counterfeit bill and acting as 
the Federal Open Market Committee member voting on the 
appropriate adjustment of interest rates. They also got to see a 
million dollars in $1 dollar bills, $20 dollar bills, and $100 dollar 
bills. Students were also able to see currency dating as far back as 
the American Revolutionary War.

Economic Students Visit The Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago
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THORNTON
W I L D C A T S The 2025 Senior Class Officers hosted their first blood drive of the year on 

12/9/24. There were over 30 whole blood donations collected from 
students, staff, and an awesome parent.  Every 2 seconds a patient in the 
U.S. needs a transfusion. About 1 in every 7 people will need one at some 
point in their lives. We are so PROUD of our students and staff.
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THORNTON
W I L D C A T S

High School Nation teamed up with Dunkin Donuts across the Country and distributed millions of 
dollars in gift cards to Schools Nationwide.  We are proud to say that Thornton Township High 
School received enough $5 gift cards for our entire student and staff body.  Over the past 3 weeks, 
Principal Whitaker visited classrooms distributing cards to every student and staff at TTHS.
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THORNTON
W I L D C A T S

STUDENTS & STAFF DUNKIN DONUT GIFT CARD GIVEAWAY
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THORNWOOD
T H U N D E R B I R D S

Illinois
State

Scholars
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THORNWOOD
T H U N D E R B I R D S
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THORNWOOD
T H U N D E R B I R D S
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS FLOOR HOCKEY
T H U N D E R B I R D S

We had a great day today filled with 
full bellies, great sportsmanship 

and pure fun! We took bronze 
medals home today ( first time we 
haven’t won gold in three years). 
They played great and we are so 

proud! Thank you for all your 
support!
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS SNOWSHOE TEAM
T H U N D E R B I R D S

This weekend our 
Snowshoe Team competed 

at Mt. Greenwood Park.  

Please join us in 
congratulating  Zachery 

Woods on his Gold Medal in 
the 100 M race and Miyanah 

Holloway on her Gold 
Medals in both the 50M and 

100 M race!
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Celebrating Success at PEACE Center
Semester 1 Highlights
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Exceptional Achievements
Semester 1 Highlights



PHONE: 708-225-4000                                     district205.net                              @ttdistrict205

Gratitude & Teamwork
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NEW BUSINESS
A. Presentation: CEDA- Mr. Fickes



Building Pathways, Strengthening Communities, Shaping Futures.

Special Projects

Presentation - 2024

Michae’ Wiley Ph.D.- Deputy Director 
of Special Projects Presenter 



CEDA Special Projects, a division of the Community 
and Economic Development Association of Cook 
County (CEDA), is committed to fostering personal 
and professional growth while building stronger 
community connections. 

Introduction to CEDA’s Special Projects

• Advancing Economic Development

• Fostering Mental Wellness and Youth 
Expression

• Connecting Communities

Key focus areas include:



Builds foundational workplace 
skills in communication, teamwork, 
problem solving, resume 
development, and interview 
preparation. Participants gain 
industry- recognized certifications 
tailored to their career goals. 

Employability Skills 
Training &

Certifications: 
Provides real-world 
opportunities through 
practical tasks and 
structured summer 
internships, fostering 
professional growth and 
expanding networks. 

Hands-on Experience: 

Establishes connections with 
employers to support long-
term career opportunities and 
sustainable success. 

Career Pathways:

This comprehensive approach 
prepares participants for their 
first job and equips them with 
the tools and confidence to 
build successful, long-term 
careers.

Desires Outcomes:



The Purple X Program, conducted in collaboration with 
the Vent Program, engages youth ages 14-24 by 
enhancing their knowledge of mental health and 
wellness while promoting self-expression through the 
arts. Participants explore creative mediums and gain 
hands-on training to master these skills, fostering both 
wellness and creativity



The Harvey Neighborhood Network, funded by The United Way and Cook County, Illinois, is a collaborative initiative 
dedicated to improving the quality of life in Harvey. By uniting local organizations and stakeholders, the program 
addresses critical areas such as education, safety, health, and economic development. Through youth engagement, 
leadership development, and civic education, the program equips participants to actively contribute to their community’s 
growth while fostering collaboration and long-term impact.

Violence Prevention
and Intervention

Holistic Health
and Wellness

Economic Mobility &
  Workforce

 Development



Upcoming Opportunities for Harvey Residents



Upcoming 

Opportunities

 for ALL 

students ages 

14-24 to attend



Upcoming programming open to all youth ages 16-24  living in 
Illinois. 



C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

M i c h a e ’  W i l e y ,  P H D
7 7 3 - 5 9 0 - 3 2 2 7
m w i l e y @ c e d a o r g . n e t  

Questions 
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NEW BUSINESS
B. Presentation: Diesel Program- Mr. Fickes



Thornton Township 
District 205 Diesel 
Engine Technology 
and International 
✓ New Partnerships 
✓ New Brand—Continued 

Excellence in curriculum 
and certification

✓ Generous Donation—(2) 
A-26 Engines for student 
learning experiences

✓ New student 
opportunities in 
classroom and  
workplace opportunities
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NEW BUSINESS
C. Recommended Approval: District 205 French Class European Trip, June 15- 24, 2026- 
Mr. Craigmile & Mr. Fickes
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NEW BUSINESS
D. Recommended Approval: Financial Literacy- Ms. Liaskos, Mr. Yiakos, & Mr. Fickes



District 205 
Financial Literacy – 
School Wide 
Initiative  
Pilot Program 
Approval 

Despina Liaskos, TW Math / Business 
Divisional Leader

Gus Yiakos, TW PE, Health, FACS, and DE 
Divisional Leader

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://theoryofinterest.blogspot.com/2018/09/finance-and-namibians.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Program Goals - Every student will”

Make sound financial decisions throughout their 
lives Understand the basic function of the economy

Become savvy consumers Become prudent savers and investors



Program Overview

Incorporating the 3 E’s ACT Prep Math Initiatives

English Informational 
Reading

Community Outreach / 
Support Program
• TWA (Thornton Wealth Advisors)
• Alumni / Community Members

• Support Students after they 
graduate



Program Details

Step 1 – Once a month in all 
English and Math classes
• Specific materials assigned per 

grade level
• Monthly student modules

• Interactive modules / Resource

Step 2 – “Cost of Life,” 
Assembly 
• End of the year summative of what 

is learned
Step 3 – Community 

Support TWA

Approval needed to create a planning committee to create, plan and review curriculum materials. As well 
as review programs that can be used such as The Money Vehicle. 
Goal is to begin 2025-2026 School Year to pilot at Thornwood High School  
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NEW BUSINESS
E. Recommended Approval: 2024 Tax Levy Resolution- Mr. Horton



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
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EXECUTIVE SESSION
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▪ Motion to enter into Closed Session, pursuant to 2(c) of the 
Open Meetings Act to consider the following:
o The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 

performance, or dismissal of specific employees;
o Student discipline;
o Individual Student Issues;
o Collective negotiating matters; and
o Pending, probable or imminent litigation



RECONVENE OPEN SESSION
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A. Board of Education Decision Regarding Faculty Association Grievance #092124- Removal of             

TT Assistant Girls Basketball Coach

B.  Board of Education Decision Regarding Faculty Association Grievance #092224- Consecutive    

Year Evaluation at TT

C.  Board of Education Decision Regarding Faculty Association Grievance #092324- Consecutive 

Year Evaluation at TT 

D. Possible Action to Approve Notice to Remedy for Tenured Teacher A

E. Possible Action to Approve Resignation Agreement and Release for Teacher B

F. Recommended Approval: Assistant Superintendent/CSBO Contract Approval



ADJOURNMENT
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Next Regular Meeting

January 8, 2025

THORNTON TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

District 205 Vision: Building an exemplary high-quality organization 
that produces major gains in student achievement and prepares all 

students to be productive citizens in a global society.

District 205 Mission: To develop productive citizens who are enrolled, 
enlisted or employed at the completion of high school.

District 205 Core Values: Empathy, Trust, Pride, Responsiveness, High 
Expectations with High Support Integrity, Commitment to Excellence, 

Innovation, and Collaboration
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