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Test Content

The annual Grades 3-8 English Language Arts and Mathematics Tests:

U Focus on the New York State learning standards, which guide
classroom instruction in ELA and math;

0 Measure important real-world skills such as problem solving,
critical thinking, and writing; and

U Require students to explain their answers and describe and
defend their reasoning.



Test Results

Your child’s test results...

U serve as an ‘academic checkup’ to make sure your child is
on track for the next grade level,;

] measure progress over time so you can see your child’s
year-to-year performance; and

U provide a deeper level of information by pinpointing what
skills your child has mastered and what skills your child is
still developing.

(s This information is included in the redesigned Score Reports for
parents. The updated reports are easier to understand and provide
more information about what students should know
and be able to do at each grade level.
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Easy to understand
and read text

JANE DOE
SAMPLE MIDDLE SCHOOL

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
2015.2016 GRADE 6 TEST RESULTS

Dear Parent/Guardian of Jane,
This report izes lane's perf e o the New York State Testing TRANSLATIONS
Program English Language Arts Asse! t, administered in the spring of 2016.
The test score provides one way to understand student performance: however, -
this score dosy not tall the whole story sbout what Jane knows and can do. The
results from the Grade 3-8 ELA and Mathematics Tests are heing provided for N S il e
dlagnestic purposes and will not be included In Jane's officlal tramscript or 'l T .
permanant student record. | Results with
JANE'S PERFORMANCE LEVELS | better context
SCORE aw_
| LEVEL4 [
THIS YEAR Students performing at this kevet exced in stimdards ‘ |
Tor their grade. |
338 |
LEVEL 3
s Students performing at this bevel are proficient in
o standarch for their grade. —.J
[ Hal
LEVEL 2
LAST YEAR | Students performing at this kevel are partisiy
LEVEL 3 a8 proficient in standards for their grade,
Lt yoar Jana received 2 i LEVEL1 . .
Level 3 srcre cn the Grade & Students performing a1 this kevel are well below
ELA test. T ; proficient in standards for thew grade,
Results |
more |
visible, |
easier to HOW JANE DID IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER STUDENTS Easv to
read understand
n n comparison
among
DISTRICT STATE peers

88%
0
Jane did the same or better than BB of studentsin

this grade in the destrict.

BE 25 (IO0M0000
LOCAL 1C. 000000000

1%

Jane did the tame or better than 7%, of students in
thes grade in the state.
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JANE DOE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

SAMPLE MIDDLE SCH( 2015-2016 GRADE 6 TEST RESULTS

The MNew York State Learning Standards for English Language Arts 8 Literacy describe what Jane
should know and be able 15 do at each grade level. This ion shows the ber of points d on
the Reading and Writing from Sources test sections,

JANE'S Max READING

SCORE SCORE i this sectmn, ttudents wers ptad o
+ compratiens the exphcs snd brplct & P ade deved 1011 srd recagize hew
they develop wwer the cowrse of the text;

21 oF 35 = descibe charsctars in depthy, and comnect idads e rvems:
. d witects of words gt o
« a1 tha temt ) atructure s org, ity e paint of e "
« e e the e wd bduss T Ll iag L

v Rasi bt part1 of tha et

JANES Max WRITING FROM SOURCES

SCORE SCORE b thet Lacison, Hudents mere sled to.

. % sl iwifutiaret Loctunl evidonce;
» vty wr and ey retate h in the teay;
OF = compar e and canitant powty of view snd thewe i leats;
+ SAMyIe events and actlar In g et
= deverming the effoct of Wewguage = meacs of & et sl SHCTE Ve irgeirires of ttary

ol strectus ol ehersenty of vhe Lewt:

. T o e that Jrate breet
Erghah pramvnac snd uie N

i
i/ Simplified explanation E

* of what students are
L asked to know and be

Helpful next steps

able to do

SUPPORTING JANE'S SUCCESS

Contact Jane's tescher and ask which thils are i Ask your sehool how you will Feceive regular

tha mest chalengue for Jane, reports on Jane's progress.

W-.gﬁwwam Reviww clarywork wnd bomewerk with Jane to
= g or school guidsnce 1o se@ how Jana 5 sk3ls are progreisng.

Jane be most successhil.

For more infosmation about this test, the New York State standards, and how you can help Jane, go to:
www.engageny.org/parent-and-family-resources
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Test Facts

U The federal Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 requires that
students in grades 3-8 are tested once a year in ELA and math.
No additional federal or state required tests have been

introduced since the adoption of more rigorous learning
standards in 2010.

d State law and regulations of the Commissioner of Education
prohibit school districts from making promotion or placement
decisions based solely or primarily on student performance
on the tests.

[ Scores are not currently used to evaluate teachers in an official
way.



Test Changes

U The State Education Department made several changes to
the annual Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests in response to
concerns from parents and educators.

O The changes were first introduced for the 2016 Grades 3-8
ELA and Math Tests.

O The 2017 tests will be the same length and will be
administered in the same way as the 2016 tests.



| .

Test Changes - No Time Limits

J The 2017 tests will be untimed, like the 2016 tests.

[ Students who are still working on their exams will be
allowed to continue to work, within the confines of the

regular school day, beyond the recommended testing
times.

L Without time limits, students are able to work at their own
pace and not have to worry about the clock while taking
the tests. The tests are designed to measure what

students know and are able to do, not how quickly they
can finish.




Test Changes - Fewer Questions

U Beginning last year, the State Education Department
decreased the number of test questions on both the ELA
and math tests for all grade levels, compared to previous
years.

U The number of questions of the 2017 tests will be the same
as the 2016 tests.

[ Fewer questions will help to reduce testing fatigue for
students.



Test Changes - Greater Teacher Involvement

U The 2017 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests were thoroughly
reviewed and constructed by New York State educators
to ensure they measure what students are learning in their
classrooms.

U Educators from across the State came to Albany several
times this past summer and fall to review and select all
passages and questions on the 2017 tests.

U Each passage and question on the 2017 tests has been
reviewed by at least 22 educatoxrs.



Test Changes — Earlier Release Dates

[ Test questions and instructional reports will be released on
or around June 1.

0 An earlier release date for the instructional reports gives
teachers more time to use the information before the end of the
school year.

O The State Education Department will release at least 75-percent
of test questions from the 2017 exams, as it did last year. You
can view the 2016 questions (www.engageny.org/3-8) at
EngageNY.




What’s next for the 3-8 tests? Computer-Based Testing

[ Computer-based tests are tests administered on a
computer, tablet, or Chromebook. In other words, students
take the test on a computer instead of using a pencil and

paper.

o Computer-based testing (CBT) has the potential to make
the assessments stronger instructional tools and will
malke it possible to get test results back soonez.

1 This spring, some districts chose to participate in CBT for
the Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests. The computer tests and
the paper tests are the same tests.

[ The State is helping districts transition to CBT and plans
to have additional districts utilize CBT for the annual
assessments next year.



What’s next for the 3-8 tests? Questions by Teachers

O Since 2016, New York State teachers have been engaged in
writing future test questions.

1 The questions written by New York State teachers will first
appear on the tests in 2018.



Questions + Answezrs



Learn more about the assessments

Visit NYSED.gov and EngageNY.org

Talk to your child’s teacher



