
TheISDWelcomesKindergartenFamilies



Issaquah School District 
ÅDistrict demographics are changing

ÅISD community is seeing an increase inculturally and 
linguistically diversefamilies.

ÅSince approximately 30% of the residentsin the ISD 
community were not born in the US, they may not 
be familiar with ISD school systems and policies.

ÅFamily Partnership team works toensure all families 
can navigate the school system and have access to 
resources in the district.

ÅISD Covers a very large area geographically ςcities
include ςIssaquah, parts of Bellevue, 
Sammamish,Newcastle, Renton, Preston and 
unincorporated King County

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/issaquahcitywashington


ISD Cultural and Family Partnership 

ÅFamily Liaisons are available at 
each school to help families and 
answer questions about schools 
(general support).
ÅContact information forliaisons on 

the website.
ÅResources - Visit the website to 

find additional resources including 
the link to this slide deck and the 
video recording.

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/equity


Kindergarten Registration page

Students with summer 
birthdays (2025) may 
wait and enroll in K in 
2026 based on parent 
preference.)

All students who 

are 5 years old by 

August 31st and live 

within the district 

boundaries can be 

enrolled in 

the Issaquah School 
District schools.

https://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/departments/elementary/Kregistration


New Student Enrollment website

Å Ongoing registration for Kindergarten
Å K enrollment is now open forthe 

nextschoolyear (2025-2026).
Å Students are guaranteed enrollment at 

their neighborhood school and can 
simply enroll by starting the online 
enrollment process on ourNew Student 
Enrollment webpage.

Å If you school attendance boundary 
changes, students will be asked to move 
to their new neighborhood school (all 
paperwork will transfers within ISD 
schools) contact the registrar at your 
student's school with an updatedChange 
of Address Form.

https://www.isd411.org/enrollment/new-student-enrollment
https://www.isd411.org/fs/pages/345
https://www.isd411.org/fs/resource-manager/view/3f1d4b28-9f84-4c6b-9354-86b2a7546661


Information about Registration
ÅMost of the registration isonline.
ÅOnce the application has beenapproved, you will receive anautomated email from the 

district with confirmation.
ÅThe schoolregistrar will email you with moreinformation.
ÅEmail or call school registrars withanyquestions or if you don't hear back from a school registrar.
ÅCheck your junk mail/spam folder ςcommon problem.
ÅResidence verification is required as part of the enrollment process:

o Documents needed include:
ÁPurchase Papers for home OR Property Tax StatementOR Lease Agreementτoriginal copy. 

If you are renting/leasing your residence in which all utilities are included in rent, you can 
provide the rental agreement on PROPERTY MANAGEMENT LETTERHEAD ONLY.

ÁPSEbill at that residence 
ÅBill must include the parent/guardian's name and address and be within 30 days.



OPEN ENROLLMENT at ISD ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Families can complete Open Enrollment applications for the following:
ωStudents within the district seeking to transfer to another school within the district.
ωStudents within the district interested in attending a school in a different district.
ωStudents from another district wishing to transfer to a school in the Issaquah School District.

ωBeginning March 12 and ending April 30, ISD will be accepting Open Enrollment applications from families 
who wish to transfer schools at the beginning of the 2025-2026 school year.

ω4 Elementary Schools are at capacity and are "closed" to students who do not already live within their 
boundary area. 

ωFamilies can complete Open Enrollment applications beginning March 12 and ending April 30 for students 
within the district seeking to transfer to another school within the district.

ωStudents residing in school districts outside the Issaquah School District and want to attend a school within the 
Issaquah School District may apply for an inter-district transfer. These transfers are approved on a space-
available basis after transfers within the district have been accommodated.

ωMore information on the website. Open Enrollment & Transfers - Issaquah School District 411

https://www.isd411.org/enrollment/transfers


What is your home school? 
It is determined by your address see Attendance Maps
Use ISD Attendance Map or contact the ISD Transportation department. 

Example: Cedar Trails attendance Map

https://www.isd411.org/enrollment/attendance-maps
https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/buses/find-your-school


Students follow their feeder 
pattern school
ÅFeeder pattern system ςelementary schools students 

attend specific middle schools and then high schools.

ÅSome elementary school boundaries split students to two 
different middle schools

ÅIf your family moves out of the school boundary area 
during the year, your child will have to change schools.

ÅStudents are guaranteed enrollment at their neighborhood 
school and can simply enroll by starting the online 
enrollment process on ourNew Student Enrollment 
webpage.

ÅReminder ςISD is Public Schools so ALL studentswho live 
within the ISD schoolboundaries are eligible to enroll at 
an ISD school if they turn 5 by August 31,2025.

https://www.isd411.org/fs/pages/345


2025-2026 School Calendar
andKindergarten Timeline

ÅFirst day of school for Kindergarten ς
September 3rd (Wednesday) (after 
Labor Day)

ÅFirst day for students 1-12th grade ς
August 28th (before Labor Day)

ÅElementary Conference days in 
November ςNo school days for 
students,Parent and teacher 1:1 
meeting

ÅTwo teacher Work Days ςno school 
days for students

ÅMark your calendars!

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1708977314/issaquah/muuwn4czrhs6d4xpqcst/2025-26SchoolCalendar-Final_1.pdf
https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/elementary-programs/kindergarten/kindergarten-timeline


Start and End times of School:
Note:
Time bus arrives and leaves school.

No bus transportation for ½ day 
Kindergarten ςparent pick up of 
child.



Family Connections Meetingfor K families only
Å1:1 meeting with teacher ðRequired, student and parent will 

attend (no other families/parents)

ÅAugust 28, 29 and Sept 2 ςone of these 3 days for about 20-30 
mins (before K starts but students in grades 1-5 has begun).
ÅSchool staff will contact you regarding your appointment day 

andtime sometime in August. (Mark your calendar)
ÅMeeting with each family separately, child and teacher can 

alsoconnect.
ÅTime for student to see the classroom- calm any anxiety or 

questions
ÅResource for parents- The Kindergarten teacher mayask 

questions from this document.

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing/washington-kindergarten-inventory-developing-skills-wakids/family-connection
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/introducingmeenglishspanish.pdf


Meet the Teacher ςAugust 27
Event for all students K-5 at all Elementary Schools
ÅCheck School Bulletin in late August for more information.

ÅAll K-5 students have an opportunity to visit the school 
and teacher the day before school starts for students in 
Grades 1-5

ÅCasual/informal visit to the classroom (Time may be based 
on gradelevel or last name - 2 time slots so classroom and 
the schoolisnot as crowded)

ÅOpportunity to drop school supplies at child's desk

ÅOpportunity to see other students in the class before 
school begins

ÅOpportunity for parents to meet other parents in theclass 
and at school.

ÅPTSA often has popsicles or kids play on the playground 
with parent supervision.



Kindergarten - Full Day at all schools
ÅThe Issaquah School District offers Full Day Kindergarten at no cost to 

all students.

ÅStudents in K follow the same bell times as the rest of the students at 
school.

Åaƻǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ фΥмр ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ оΥпл ό/ƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōŜƭƭ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜύ

ÅStudents will ride the bus with others grades 1-5 (unless walking 
distance) to and from school. (K students ride in the front of the bus.)

ÅSame teacher and classroom all day except for Specialist classes (PE, 
Music and Library)

ÅStudents with MLL services and Special education services integrated 
in class (additional teacher in class or students work outside the 
classroom in small groups).



Option ςHalf-day Kindergarten
(offered at all elementary schools)
ÅStudents attend three hours in the morning. (No PM 

option)

ÅStudents start at same time and parent pick-up at school at 
end of the three-hour day session.

ÅMorning transportation by bus only (unless lives in walking 
distance) with the regular bus pick-up schedule for the 
neighborhood.

ÅCheck with teacher regarding what school and learning 
activities occur in theafternoon for that classroom.



Early Entrance
ÅEarly Entrance Assessment performed 

by professional and submitted by July 
15, 2025 (District forms and 
handwritten signature required)

Å30-day trial period in kindergarten ς
reviewed by principal and teacher for 
permanent placement

ÅParents may choose to delay having 
their child start Kindergarten (late 
spring or summer birthdays till 
following year depending on readiness 
of child).

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/elementary-programs/early-entrance


Dual Language Program
ÅSpanish/English Dual Language Program

ÅAt Issaquah Valley Elementary

ÅProcess for registration

ÅNew students to IVE will beasked if they are interested in the program 
during theregistration process. An application must be completed to be 
considered for the program.

ÅIf your child is a native Spanish speaker, we encourage you to apply.

ÅProgram contact DualLanguage@Issaquah.wednet.eduor call 425-837-
7120

ÅApplications received after the lottery deadline ofMarch 28, 2025 at 
4:30 pmwill be dated in the order received. Students will be placed on 
the corresponding waiting list in sequential order following the lottery.

ÅProgram lottery will take place onApril 21st (10:00-10:30 am) at the ISD 
AdministrationBuilding. 

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/elementary-programs/dlip/applyingtodl
mailto:DualLanguage@Issaquah.wednet.edu


Highly Capable Program
Å ALL ISD Kindergarten and 2nd grade students are 

screened/tested to determine if they are eligible for 
the highly capable test.

Å 2025-2026 Kindergarten students will all take a 
placement test next year ςusually in winter to 
determine eligibility.

Å Specific testing dates will be shared by the school next 
fall.

Å Check website for more details.

Å PRIMARYENRICHMENT PROGRAM (PEP) |K-2 The 
Primary Enrichment Program (PEP)is offered at each elementary 
school. PEP services may include, pull-out or push in model, and/or 
differentiated instruction within the classroom. SAGE/PEP teachers 
provide support for these services. Students work on special 
enrichment projects that incorporate a high level of cognitive 
demand. One time a week for 30 minutes in Kindergarten.One hour 
a week in 1st and 2nd grade.

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/gifted-highly-capable
https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/gifted-highly-capable


MLL/ELL Program

ÅMore than 1,400 students receive MLL/ELL 
services K-12 in the ISD.

ÅMultilingual/English Language Learners 
certificated teacher support for students.

ÅStudent support in their regular classroom or 
pulled out for a short time to work in small 
groups with ELL teacher.

ÅEligibility based on an English Language 
proficiency assessment (WIDA screener) that 
students take in reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. 

ÅStudents are "exited" from the program when 
they meet requirements

ÅProgram designed to support students develop 
English Academic Language proficiency to be 
successful in learning and engaging in school 
content.

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/multilinguallearners


Kindergarten Preparedness
ÅChildren progress at different paces.Contact 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎƛŀƴ ƻǊ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛŦ 
you have any questions.
ÅIndependence vs. Interdependence
ÅMake sure your child can go to the bathroom by 

themselves (washes hands)
ÅPacks backpack and puts on coat and shoes 

independently.
ÅEats independently ςopen jars/lunch containers, stay 

focused on eating
ÅClearing workspace and putting things back (follows 

directions with multi steps)
ÅTeach your child their full name and practice writing their 

first name.
ÅUse everyday situations to practice taking turns, sharing, 

and following routines.

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/elementary-programs/early-learning/kindergarten-readiness-guide


Timeline of Events 
is not to scale.

Kindergarten 
Readiness Guide 
- Issaquah School 
District 411 
(isd411.org)

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/elementary-programs/early-learning/kindergarten-readiness-guide


Kindergarten Curriculum
ÅKindergarten - Issaquah School District 411

ÅWebsite had many resources about curriculum and specific areas 
learning goals and content: 

o Reading
o Writing
o Math
o Science
o Social studies
o Music
o PE
o Library
o Motor development
o SEL (Social and emotional learning)

https://www.isd411.org/academics/elementary-learning/kindergarten


504 plan and Students with Disabilities

ÅA school-aged student is considered eligible under Section 504 if the student:

o Has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major 
life activities

ÅIf your child already has a 504 plan, it will follow your child to Kindergarten.

Å¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ(or pediatrician) to see if you child may qualify 
for a 504 plan.

ÅCheck with the school counselor if you have any questions. 

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/equity-and-civil-rights/information-families-civil-rights-washington-schools/section-504-students-disabilities


Special Education Programand IEPs
ÅSchools areȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ

ÅSchools have special education programsto best serve and supportstudents. It is not a stigma to be 
in the program.

ÅAll elementary schools have special education programs at school ςLRC (Learning Resource Centers)

ÅIf your child already has an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) from pre-school (ISD ECE (Early 
Childhood Education program), the IEP will follow them to the new school.

o The school case manager will contact you.

ÅPlease communicate with your school if you have any concerns about your child's academic, 
behavior or social/emotional growth. 

ÅBetter if you can start the conversation and be proactive especially if you or your pediatrician have 
concerns.

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ 
through Child Find. Child Find - Issaquah School District 411

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/special-education
https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/special-education/iep
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/family-engagement-and-guidance
https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/special-education/special-education-programs
https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/special-education/parent-referral-forms
https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/special-services/support-services/childfind


School Nurse and the Health Room Specialist
Å All elementary schools have a Health Room

Å If your child feels ill or gets hurt at school, they may besent to the health room. 
Health Room specialist will contact you.

Å Health Rooms are staffed by 
Å School Nurse (Licensed RN)
Å Health Room Specialist (not a medical professional but an assistant ςsimilar to a 

Paraprofessional)

Å Please be sure the school is informed about life-threatening condition for your child (Per 
Washington State law an emergency care plan needs to be in place with the school 
before the child can attend school). Examples include:
Å severe allergy (EpiPen has been prescribed),
Å diabetes, 
Å severe asthma
Å seizure disorder
Å cardiac condition
Å adrenal insufficiency)

Å Partner with the school nurse if you have any concerns and make sure the information in 
your Confidential Health form is UpToDate. 
Å The school nurse can help connect you with medical providers, insurance, vision 

and dental provider if you need help 
Å KidvantageResources (clothing and other items) if you need financial assistance



Immunization

Å ISD and Department of Public Health Required Immunizations:

2 doses of MMRs,5 doses of DTaP,2 doses of varicella , 4 
doses of polio (IPV),3 doses of Hepatitis B

ÅAll incoming K students need to have a medically verified 
immunization record before the first day of school. (See school 
website for questions) Immunizations and Testing - Issaquah 
School District 411

ÅYour student may register for school, but MAY NOT attendschool 
until provider-verified immunizations have beenreceived and 
validated by the school nurse.

Å If you have vaccine records coming from out-of-state or from 
another country, give us copies of any of those records.

Å If you have questions or need help with vaccine resources or to 
make an appointment for vaccines, contact the school nurse.

ÅState law - students are required to submit a completed Certificate 
of Immunization Status (CIS), or Certificate of Exemption (COE), 
that demonstrates a compliant immunization status according to 
state lawbefore starting.

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/health/immunizations-testing
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/348284-IndividualVaccineReqs-2025-2026.pdf
https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/health/immunizations-testing
https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/health/immunizations-testing
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/348-013_CertificateImmunizationStatusForm20-21.pdf


School Counselors ςElementary School
(School Counselor contact list at all elementary schools)

ÅSchool Counselor at all schools to support the social, 
mental and academic development of the students. 

ÅAn elementary school counselor typically performs the 
following duties:
üFosters good relationships with peers, parents, teachers, and other important people in the childôs life

ü Not a stigma to see or talk to a counselor, social and emotional development of a child is part of the US 
educational focus.

ü Encourages young learners to adopt a more positive attitude towards school and the learning process

ü Peer group meeting (usually at lunch) and work with students on friendship issues.

ü Improves the communication skills of young learners, and helps them successfully develop effective decision-
making strategies

ü Addresses developmental tasks, personal concerns, crises, peer conflicts, dysfunctional home environments,
and physical disabilities, and offers helpful solutions

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/counseling-and-mental-health/school-counselors


Behaviors and Social skills in US Elementary 
Schools

ÅWalking feet

ÅSpace bubble (Hand and feet to yourself)

ÅVoice level

ÅNo touching or rough play at recess

ÅCleaning up after an activity

ά{ƻŦǘέ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ



Behavior expectations taught and reviewed
Schools will review routines and school procedures.



Specialist Teacher
Specialist Teacher ςCertificated Teacher

Å{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘέ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
class in music, P.E. and library

Å2 PE, 2 Music and 1 Library each week ς
PE, Library or Music

ÅWeekly schedule set at the beginning of 
the year and shared with families within 
first couple weeks. 



Para-Educators
non-certificated staff

Para-Educators

ÅNon-certificated teacher/school 
aide in school

ÅMay work with your child in the 
classroom, playground, 
lunchroom or health room. 



Elementary School Libraries in the ISD

Å Students visit the library with their class 1X a week.
Å Students will check out books ςtheir choice.
Å Librarian teaches them library skills, care of book, check out 

procedures, etc.
Å Librarian does lessons with students and/or reads to students.
Å Parent/Community volunteers in the library to help students 

check out books and shelve books.



School Events 
Some events may be school sponsored such as 
School Book Fair

ÅSchools host a book fair to help families see 
current books available.

ÅBooks are listed by grade or reading level.

ÅFundraiser - provides schools some additional 
dollars for teachers or school libraries to get 
additional books for classroom or school library.

ÅFlyers will be sent home with book titles.

Some events sponsored by PTSA in collaboration 
with school.

Some events ςafter school ςby outside vendors.  
Listed in PeachJarςChess, Drama, Piano.



Elementary School
Gym space
ÅAll classes do P.E. twice a week with a PE teacher.

ÅStudents learn how to play various sports and games.



Music
ÅEach elementary school 

has a music teacher (or 
two depending on size of 
school) that does music 
lessons with students.

ÅStudents will sing and 
learn some songs.

ÅUsually there is a music 
concert by grade level 2 
or 3 times a year 
depending on school 



Playground for recess
ü Two recesses and one lunch during the day

üWednesday ςmost schools ςone recess and one lunch

ü In addition, time for purposeful play provided as part of 
WAKidsin Kindergarten.

Paraeducators ς
assistants to 
monitor lunch 
and recess



Lunchroom (MPR or Multi-purpose Room)

ÅStudents sit in lunchroom based by class group

Å20 min lunch

ÅAllergy tables at each school

ÅMeatless options

ÅMenu on school websiteςcan print or access 
digital menu with more details

ÅKids can either take lunch from home or buy a 
school lunch.

ÅIf families need financial assistance, please 
apply for Free and Reduced Lunch Program

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/lunch/lunch-menu


Lunch menu:
Whole grain corndogs with peas and mandarin oranges. 
Baked potato bar (option always ςmeatless option)
Yogurt lunch (option always ςmeatless option) 
Chocolate or regular milk



Bathrooms
ÅTeachers teach students the procedures 

regarding bathroom visits during class, 
recess and lunch.

ÅSchools have a change of clothes in case 
of accident

ÅEach classroom teacher will teach 
the students how to ask to go to the 
bathroom, teach them how to find or 
where the bathrooms are 
located. Teachers cangive you more 
information at the Family Connections 
meeting before school starts.



Examples of classrooms in ISD Elementary Schools


