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AGENDA 
MERCED COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

March 17, 2025 
 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

 
 

Merced County Office of Education  -  632 West 13th Street, Merced CA 95341 – Board Room 
The meeting begins at 3:00 p.m. 

 

 
[These proceedings may be recorded.] 

 

 

I. Open 
 

  A. Call to Order at __________ PM by Chairperson ________________ 
 

  B. Roll Call:  Dennis Hanks, Chairperson _____ 
      Tim Razzari, Vice Chairperson _____         
      Frank Fagundes, Member _____ 
      Geneva Brett, Member _____ 
      Rodrigo Espinosa, Member _____ 
 

  C. Others Present: _________________________________________________________ 
 
II. Flag Salute - Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
III. Presentation 
 

A. Presentation of Plaques to MCOE Outstanding Classified, Certificated, and Management 
Employees for the Quarter ending March 2025 (Page 4) 

 

1. Classified Employee: Sabrina Desalez, Educational Services Dept. 
2. Classified Employee: Amanda Press, Early Education Dept. 
3. Certificated Employee: Jesse Flores, Special Education Dept. 
4. Management Employee: Patricia Orozco, Educational Services Dept. 

 
B. Presentation of the California School Public Relations Association (CalSPRA) awards  

 

1. Award of Merit – 2023 Annual Education Report 
2. Award of Excellence – One Pill Will Kill Commercial Video 

3. Award of Excellence – After School Student Education Teamwork for Success (ASSETS) logo 

 
C. MCOE Blooming Futures (Page 5) 

 

1.  California Community Schools Partnership Program                          Caleb Hampton 
Coordinator-Special Education 

 

IV. Consent Agenda: Items listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine administrative functions and will be 

acted on by the Board in one motion and one vote.  Any items under the Consent Agenda may be discussed; however, if the 
item needs further clarification and discussion, it may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of the Board or the 
Superintendent and considered separately.  Information concerning the Consent Agenda items will be provided to each Board 
Member for study before the meeting.  It is understood that the Superintendent recommends approval of all consent items 
unless otherwise noted.  (Board Bylaw 9322) 

 

A. Minutes of Regular Meeting on February 18, 2025   (Page 12) 
B. Resolution No. 2025-06 Recognizing April 5-11, 2025, as the Week of the Young Child 

(Page 15) 
C. Retirement Resolution: 

1. Resolution No. 2025-07 Honoring Yooncho Saeteurn (Page 16) 
 

 Motioned by __________ Seconded by __________ Vote __________ 
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V. Written Communications

A. Correspondence Received By Chairperson

B. Correspondence Received By Board Members

C. Correspondence Received By Superintendent

VI. Call for Public Comments on Agenda & Non-Agenda Items
During this portion of the agenda, the public is invited to address the Board on any item of interest that is within the Board’s
jurisdiction (Education Code 35145.5; Government Code 54954.3).  The Board shall conduct no discussion, deliberation, or action
on any item not appearing on the posted agenda, except as authorized by law raised (Education Code 35145.5, Government
Code 54954.2).  Members of the public are limited to five minutes on each topic or agenda item and, public participation cannot
exceed 20 minutes total for each topic or agenda item (Government Code 54954.3; Board Bylaw 9322 & 9323).

VII. Future Agenda Items

VIII. Superintendent’s and Board Member’s Report (Information/Discussion Only)

A. Board Member’s Report (if any) Board Members 

B. Superintendent’s Report (if any) Steve Tietjen 

IX. Business Items for Action

A. Merced County Association of Realtors  Steve Tietjen 

It is recommended that the Board of Education authorize Board Members' attendance at the 
Merced County Association of Realtors Dinner on March 27, 2025, Five Ten Bistro, Merced 

Motioned by __________ Seconded by __________ Vote __________ 

B. Central Valley Education Coalition  Steve Tietjen 

It is recommended that the Board of Education authorize Board Members' attendance at the 
Central Valley Education Coalition Legislative Luncheon on April 10, 2025, Madera County  
Superintendent of Schools Conference Center. 

Motioned by __________ Seconded by __________ Vote __________ 

C. 2024-2025 Second Interim Report   (Refer to booklet) Rosa Casillas 
Director-Business Srvs. 

It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the Second Interim
Report and the Criteria and Standards Review – Second Interim Report

1. Approve and Authorize the Superintendent to Sign the Notice of Review
2. Approve Notice of Criteria and Standards Review – Second Interim Report

Motioned by __________ Seconded by __________ Vote __________ 

The Board will identify closed session agenda item(s) and proceed into Closed Session. 

The public is invited to comment on identified items before adjournment into Closed Session. 

The Board will proceed into a Closed Session. 
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X. Call for Comments Identified Closed Session Agenda Items 
 

During this portion of the agenda, the public is invited to address the Board on identified 
closed session items before adjournment into Closed Session. 
 

The Board will proceed into a Closed Session 
 

XI. Closed Session 
               Conference with Real Property Negotiator. Lozano Smith, LLP, Megan E. Macy,  

   concerning real property transactions, pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8. 
 

 
The Board will proceed into an Open Session 

 
XII. Open Session 
 

A.  Action____________________________________________________ 
 

  Motioned by __________ Seconded by __________ Vote __________ 
 

 
 

Adjournment: __________ PM  
 

 Motioned by __________ Seconded by __________ Vote __________ 
 

 

Americans With Disabilities Act Assistance:  Auxiliary aids and services include a wide range of services and devices that promote 

effective communication for individuals with disabilities.  If you require such assistance, please notify the Office of the Superintendent at (209) 
381-6601 as soon as possible. Every effort will be made to give primary consideration to expressed preferences or provide equally effective 
means of communication to ensure equal access to the meetings of the Merced County Board of Education. 
(Government Code 54954.2) (Board Bylaw 9320 & 9322) 
 

Availability of Documents for Public Inspection:  Any disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular 

meeting agenda and distributed by the Merced County Office of Education to all or a majority of the members of the Merced County Board of 
Education less than 72 hours before that meeting are available for public inspection in the Superintendent’s Office at the Merced County Office 
of Education, 632 West 13th Street, Merced, CA  95341, during normal business hours.  The agenda is made available on our website:  
www.mcoe.org  (Government Code 54957.5) (Board Bylaw 9320 & 9322) 
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March 11, 2025 

To: All MCOE Employees 

From: Outstanding Employee Selection Committee 

Subject: OUTSTANDING EMPLOYEES  

The following Merced County Office of Education employees have been selected as MCOE’s 

“Outstanding Employees” for quarter ending MARCH 2025.  

 CLASSIFIED   CLASSIFIED 

  Sabrina Desalez      Amanda Press 
 Educational Services Dept.      Early Education Dept.  

    CERTIFICATED  Confidential/Supervisory/Management 

  Jesse Flores   Patricia Orozco 
Special Education Dept.  Educational Services Dept. 

Sabrina, Amanda, Jesse and Patricia, who exemplify MCOE’s commitment to quality 

education and students, will be honored at the March 17, 2025 Board Meeting at 3:00pm.   

Congratulations to our Employees of the
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Merced County Board of Education 

Consent Agenda
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MINUTES 
MERCED COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

February 18, 2025 
 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

Merced County Office of Education Board Room 
632 W. 13th Street, Merced, CA 95341 

 

I. Opening 
 

A. Board Chairperson, Dennis Hanks, called the regular meeting of the Merced County 
Board of Education to order at 3:00 PM.   

 

B. Members present were Dennis Hanks, Tim Razzari, Rodrigo Espinosa, and Geneva 
Brett.  Frank Fagundes was absent. 

 

C. Others present: Nathan Quevedo, Christina Vara, Tara Hill, Maria Cuevas Executive 
Assistant to the Superintendent, Steve M. Tietjen-County Superintendent 

 

II. Flag Salute – Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 

III. Consent Agenda: Items listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine administrative functions and will be 

acted on by the Board in one motion and one vote.  Any items under the Consent Agenda may be discussed; however, if the item 
needs further clarification and discussion, it may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of the Board or the 
Superintendent and considered separately.  Information concerning Consent Agenda items will be provided to each Board 
member for study before the meeting.  It is understood that the Superintendent recommends approval of all consent items unless 
otherwise noted.  (Board Bylaw 9322) 

 

A. Minutes of Regular Meeting on January 21, 2025 
B. Minutes for Special Meeting on February 3, 2025 
C. Resolution No. 2025-04 Recognizing March 2025 as Arts Education Month 

 

Frank Fagundes moved and Tim Razzari seconded the motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda as submitted.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0  

 

IV. Written Communications 
 

A.  Correspondence Received By Chairperson: None. 
 

B.  Correspondence Received By Board Member: None. 
 

C.  Correspondence Received By Superintendent: None. 
 
V. Call for Public Comments on Agenda & Non-Agenda Items 

The public was invited to address agenda items, submit items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board for future 
consideration, or speak to issues related to the function and operation of the County Board of Education. 

 

 No comments were made. 
 

VI. Future Agenda Items – None.  
 
VII. Superintendent’s and Board Members’ Report (Information/Discussion Only) 

 

A. Mark Dieu, CPA Manager reported on the Independent Auditor’s Report for the Fiscal   
   Year Ended June 30, 2024, by EideBailly   Auditor's Report                               

                                                       

B. Tara Hill, Director of Educational Services presented the 2023/2024 Mid-Year Local   

  Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Budget overview for the schools operated by the  

 Merced County Office of Education, the Budget Overview for Merced Scholars Charter  

  School, and the Budget overview for Come Back Charter School. 
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C. Board Member’s Report                                                                                                      

1. Geneva Brett and Rodrigo Espinosa attended the CTA Annual School Board  
 Dinner on January 30, 2025.  

 
D. Superintendent’s Report: Steve M. Tietjen reported on the following 

1. 2024 Merced County Schools Annual Education Report 
 Annual Education Report took place on January 22, 2025 

2. Parent Institute Conference – March 29, 2025 
3. MCSBA Spring Dinner – March 31, 2025 @ Frank Sparks Elementary School, Winton 
4. MCSBA Fall Conference – October 10-12, 2025 @ Hyatt Regency Monterey 

 
 

Dr. Tietjen also reminded everyone that the request for Form 700 will be issued soon from 
Maria Cuevas via email and everyone should complete, sign and return by the due date.  

 

VIII. Business Items for Action 
 

Board member, Frank Fagundes, excused himself early and left the meeting at 3:32 pm 

A. Quality Uniform Complaint Report 
 

It was recommended that the Board of Education review and approve the Uniform 
Complaint Report Summary for Quarter Period October 2024 through December 2024 
Steve Tietjen provided the report. 
 

Genevea Brett moved and Rodrigo Espinosa seconded a motion to approve the 
Uniform Complaint Report Summary for Quarter Period October 2024 through December 
2024.  The motion was carried with a vote of 4-0 (Fagundes was absent). 

 

B. Holiday Schedule for 2025-2026 
 

It was recommended that the Board of Education approve the 2025-2026 Holiday 
Schedule.  

  

Geneva Brett moved and Tim Razzari seconded a motion to approve the 2024-2025 
Holiday Schedule.  The motion carried with a vote of  4-0 (Fagundes was absent). 
 

C. 2024 Ballot for CSBA Delegate Assembly  

  

It was recommended that the Board of Education authorize not to cast a ballot for the 
2025 Delegate Assembly for Subregion 8-D (Merced County). 
 

Tim Razzari moved and Geneva Brett seconded a motion to not submit the vote for 
Zachery Ramos from Gustine Unified School District. The motion was carried with a vote 
of 4-0 (Fagundes absent).  
 

D. Authorize Use of General Funds for Financial Hardship Facility Project  
 

It was recommended that the Board of Education approve Resolution No. 2025-03 
Authorizing the Use of General Fund for Financial Hardship Facility Project. 
 

Time Razzari moved and Geneva Brett seconded a motion to approve Resolution No. 
2025-03 Authorizing the Use of General Fund for Financial Hardship Facility Project.  
The motion carried with a vote of 4-0 (Fagundes was absent). 
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E. Special Board Meeting 
 

It was recommended that the Board of Education approve Resolution No. 2025-05 
Authorizing Filing of Applications for State Allocation Board-Administered Programs for 
the Merced County Office of Education. 

  

Geneva Brett moved and Tim Razzari seconded a motion to approve Resolution No. 
2025-25 Authorizing Filing of Applications for State Allocation Board-Administered 
Programs for the Merced County of Education. The motion carried with a vote of 4-0 
(Fagundes was absent). 

 

 
The Board proceeded into a Closed Session. 
 
IX. Closed Session pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8  

Conference with real property negotiator, Lozano Smith, LLP, Megan E. Macy concerning  
Real Property transactions, pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 
 

 
X. Open session for Session pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8  

 

The board discussed issues relating to Real Property/Land Development and provided 
directions to staff. 

 
Tim Razzari moved and Rodrigo Espinosa seconded a motion to move forward with the 
purchase and sale agreement. The motion carried with a vote of 4-0 (Fagundes was absent). 

 
XI.      Adjournment 
 

Dennis Hanks moved and Geneva Brett seconded the motion to adjourn the regular meeting 
of the Merced County Board of Education at 3:48 PM.  The motion carried with a vote  
of 4-0 (Fagundes was absent). 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Steve M. Tietjen, Ed.D. 
County Superintendent of Schools 
Secretary to the Board of Education 

SMT/mc 
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MMeerrcceedd  CCoouunnttyy  BBooaarrdd  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  
Dennis Hanks, Chairperson 

Tim Razzari, Vice Chairperson 

Frank Fagundes, Member   

Geneva Brett, Member 

Rodrigo Espinosa, Member 

 

 

Resolution No. 2025-06 
 

RELATIVE TO THE WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD 
 

Whereas, the public must be more aware of the needs of young children, birth to age eight, and their 

families in a rapidly changing world; and, 
 

Whereas, parents, teachers, and others who work with and care for young children must be 

recognized for their contribution to the good of our society; and, 
 

Whereas, all people in a civilized society share the responsibility for the education and protection of 

young children; and, 
 

Whereas, young children and their families care that the development and educational services are 

available, affordable, and of the highest quality; and, 
 

Whereas, public policy should reflect the well-being of young children as among the state’s highest 

priorities; and, 
 

Whereas, in our pluralistic society, public and private agencies and institutions must form productive 

partnerships and offer rich and varied opportunities for the education of young children, 

parents, and teachers; and, 
 

Whereas, education aims to enhance the children’s individual qualities, build their self-respect, and 

foster a sense of responsibility for themselves and their community; and, 
 

Whereas, young children are intrinsically motivated to learn and need safe environments that are 

responsive to their developmental needs to become capable citizens of the world; and, 
 

Whereas, each generation of young children renews society with their sense of wonder, energy, 

eagerness, and vision; and, 
 

Whereas, in the faces of California children, we see the reflection of many cultures and many people 

who live harmoniously in our state; and, 
 

Whereas, it is society’s responsibility to provide laws and regulations that enhance the quality of life 

for young children; and, 
 

Whereas, young children represent the reality of today and the hopes and dreams of tomorrow. 
 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD will be proclaimed April 5-

11, 2025, “Bring Communities Together for Children.” Join our community in support of 

this worthwhile effort and see this dream come true every year for our children. 
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Adopted this 17th day of March year of 2025 by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT:  
 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

Steve M. Tietjen, Ed.D., Secretary to the Board 

Merced County Superintendent of Schools 
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Merced County Board of Education 

Dennis Hanks, Chairperson 

Tim Razzari, Vice Chairperson 

Frank Fagundes, Member 

Geneva Brett, Member 

Rodrigo Espinosa, Member 

Resolution No. 2025-07 
Honoring 

Yooncho Saeteurn 

Whereas, Yooncho Saeteurn has elected to retire from his position as a Custodian with the 
Business Services Department and Superintendent’s Office with the Merced County 

Office of Education; and, 

Whereas, the Merced County Board of Education and the Merced County Superintendent of 

Schools hereby wish to make known their respect and admiration for Yooncho’s 10 
years of service with the Merced County Office of Education; and, 

Whereas, Yooncho attended Merced College; and, 

Whereas, Yooncho has enjoyed working alongside staff and children with MCOE.   During 
his first five years with MCOE, he was on a mobile route servicing multiple sites. For 
the past five years, he was stationed at Wardrobe Avenue where he continued 

providing great custodial and customer service. Yooncho states that he always tried to 
do his best and that getting recognition from the staff he was serving was one of his best 
feelings. He will take with him all the good memories of working during the summer, 

getting floors and carpets ready for the start of the new school year, knowing that 
students were coming to a clean and safe environment was the best feeling in the world; 

and, 

Whereas, Yooncho will take pleasure in spending more time with his wife Mahnhin, his 

children Kaocho, Maycho, Naicho, Koycho, Cassiecho, and, 

Whereas,  after retirement, Yooncho plans to spend more time with his family; and, 

Now, Therefore Be it Resolved, that the Merced County Board of Education and the Merced 
County Superintendent of Schools do hereby commend Yooncho for his dedicated 

years of service to ensure “Every Student A Success” and “Nurture, Serve, Lead” and 
extend their sincere best wishes for a happy, fulfilling retirement. 

Adopted March 17, 2025 

Steve M. Tietjen, Ed.D, Secretary to the Board 
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Merced County Board of Education 

Business Items 
for Action
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C 
Central Valley Education Coalition

April 10, 2025 

Superintendents, School Administrators, and Board Members 

are invited to attend 

CVEC Legislative Luncheon 
Dr. Jeffery Frost & Andrea Ball, Esq. 

Guest Speaker 
Jannelle Kubinec, CEO 

WestEd 

April 10, 2025 

11:30 a.m. 
Madera County Superintendent of Schools Conference Center 

(1105 S. Madera Avenue, Madera, CA 93637) 

$25.00 

R.S.V.P. by March 27, 2025, to Jennifer Pascale: 

jpascale@mcsos.org or (559) 662-6274 

Please make checks payable to: Madera County Superintendent of Schools 
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