6. SCHOOL DISCIPLINE RIGHTS

*You cannot be suspended for more than 5 school days in
a row or for more than 20 days in a school year.

*You have a right to be told why you are being suspended
and the right to provide your version of events and
evidence before you are suspended, unless there is an
emergency. If the behavior for which you are being
suspended could subject you to criminal charges, you
should consult with your education rights holder or
attorney before providing an oral or written statement to
the school or police.

eYour attorney and social worker must be invited to a
meeting before your suspension can be extended beyond
5 days and a suspension can only be extended if you are
being considered for expulsion.

*You have a right to a formal hearing, and to be
represented by an attorney at that hearing, before you
are expelled.

o|f you are facing a possible expulsion, your attorney and
social worker must be notified. If you are in special
education, your attorney and social worker must be
invited to a meeting to decide whether your behavior was
related to your disability.

7.RIGHT TO YOUR SCHOOL RECORDS

*You have the right to access your school records if you

are 16 years or older or have finished 10th grade.

*Your social worker/probation officer and education
rights holder can access your school records as well.

NON-EDUCATION RIGHTS

As a foster youth, you also have other rights that are not
related to school, such as the right to see a doctor or to
have private storage space. For more information, please
see the Foster Youth Bill of Rights (www.fosteryouthhelp.
ca.gov/rights2.html)

* EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS HOLDERS

Every foster youth under age 18 must have an education rights
holder, who is required to make education decisions in the
youth'’s best interest. Foster youth who are 18 or older have the
right to make their own education decisions. Your education
rights holder may be your parent or legal guardian, your care-
giver, or another person chosen by the court . Your education
rights holder cannot be your social worker or probation officer,
your attorney, or group home or school staff members . It is
important to know who your education rights holder is. If you
need information about who your education rights holder is,
you can contact your social worker or attorney.

If you believe your education rights have been
violated:

You can file a complaint. The school has 60 days to investigate
and give you a written response. For information about how to
file a complaint, please visit cde.ca.gov/re/cp/uc, or call the
California Dept. of Education Coordinated School Health and
Safety Office at (916) 319-0914.

For more information about your education rights, please see
the Foster Youth Education Toolkit (www. kids-alliance.org/
edtoolkit) or the California Youth Education Task Force
(www.cfyetf.org). You also can con tact your school district’s
Foster Youth Education Liaison or your county’s Foster Youth
Services Coordinating Program (FYSC) at cde.ca.gov/Is/pf/fy.

YOUR FOSTER YOUTH EDUCATIONAL
LIAISON IS:

Karla Viramontes

AND CAN BE REACHED AT: (909) 580-6515
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1. RIGHT TO REMAIN IN YOUR SCHOOL OF ORIGIN

eYou have the right to stay in the same school after you
move to a new foster care placement. Your “school of
origin” can be:
1. The school you attended when you first
entered foster,
2. The school you most recently attended or

3. Any school you attended in the last 15 months
that you feel connected to.

eYour school district must work with you, your education
rights holder, *your caregiver, and your social worker/
prbatiion officer to develop a plan to transport you to
your school of origin

o|f you are transitioning from elementary school to mid-
dle school or from middle school to high school, you
have the right to transition to the same school as your
classmates.

o|f there is any disagreement about which school you
wull attend, you have the right to stay in your school of

origin until the disagreement is resolved.

3. RIGHT TO PARTIAL CREDITS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

e If you change schools during the school year, you have
a right to partial credits in all classes that you are pass-
ing when you leave your old school, even if you do not
complete the entire class.

¢ After you change schools, your new school must ac-
cept the partial credits issued by your old school.

After you change schools, you have the right to be en-
rolled in the same or similar classes you were enrolled in
at your last school.

3. RIGHT TO PARTIAL CREDITS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

eYou cannot be forced to retake a class or part of a class
that you have already completed with a passing grade, if
it would make you off-track for high school graduation.

eYou have the right to take or retake any class that you
need to go to a California State University or University
of California.

* Your grade cannot be lowered because you were ab-
sent from school for a court hearing, placement change,
or a court—related activity.

4. GRADUATION RIGHTS

*You have the right to stay in high school for a fifth year
to complete your school district graduation require-
ments, even if you are over 18.

e|f you are behind on your credits, and you transferred
schools after 10th grade, you may be eligible to graduate
under AB 167/216 by completing only the state
graduation requirements (130 credits in specific classes)
instead of your school district’s requirements.

e If you are eligible, the decision of whether to graduate

under AB 167/216 is made by your education rights
holder. I




