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B U C K E Y E  U N I O N  H A P P E N I N G S
M a r c h  2 0 2 5

 DISTRICT MISSION
Working together with families, the community, and highly qualified staff, 

the Buckeye Union School District ensures that each student masters the knowledge and skills
needed to maximize their academic and personal success in a global society.

March 17 Staff Development Day (no school)
March 19 Board Meeting
March 26 Heritage Festival (5-7pm)
April 2 Board Meeting
April 14-21 Spring Break
May 7 Board Meeting
May 21 Board Meeting
May 26 Memorial Day
June 2 Last day of school
June 11 Board Meeting
June 25 Board Meeting

Mark your calendars and
sharpen your pencils, big dates
are coming up! From no-school
days and board meetings to
spring break fun and the last day
of school, we've got something
for everyone 

We are 
Buckeye!

http://www.buckeyeusd.org/


ANNUAL ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
DECEMBER 18, 2024

Thank you to our 2024 
Board President, Jon Yoffie, 
for your hard work and
commitment to Buckeye Union
School District!

INTRODUCING YOUR BUCKEYE UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
2025 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Brenda Hanson-Smith, Ph.D.
Board President

Kirk Seal
Clerk

Jon Yoffie, Member
Scott Masten, Ph.D., Member
Melissa Keyzer, Member

 DISTRICT VISION
IT IS THE VISION OF THE BUCKEYE UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT TO PROVIDE THE HIGHEST

QUALITY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR ALL STUDENTS, 
SO THAT THEY FULFILL THEIR INNATE POTENTIAL, BECOME LIFELONG LEARNERS, 

AND CONTRIBUTE TO SOCIETY AS RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS.

CLICK HERE 
for Board Meeting

information

https://www.buckeyeusd.org/domain/2206
https://www.buckeyeusd.org/board/board-meeting-dates
https://www.buckeyeusd.org/board/2024-2025-current-school-year
https://www.buckeyeusd.org/board/2024-2025-current-school-year
https://www.buckeyeusd.org/board/2024-2025-current-school-year
https://www.buckeyeusd.org/board/2024-2025-current-school-year


Camerado Springs Middle School 
has been proudly recognized as a 

2025 California School to Watch!
A prestigious honor that highlights the school’s commitment to
academic excellence, equity, and student development. This

recognition celebrates Camerado Springs' dedication to fostering a
supportive and innovative learning environment where students
thrive. Congratulations to the entire school community for this

outstanding achievement!

California Honor Roll Schools 2024!

Camerado Springs Middle School
Blue Oak Elementary School
Buckeye Elementary School
Buckeye Union Mandarin
Immersion (BUMI) Charter School

https://www.edresults.org/honor-roll


Winter Band Concerts
Rolling HillsRolling Hills

Valley ViewValley View

Camerado SpringsCamerado Springs

VAPA in BUSD
We are committed to fostering a lifelong appreciation of the arts
and ensuring that every student has the opportunity to explore

their creative potential, providing students with continued
opportunities to grow as artists, performers, and creative

thinkers. Students across the Buckeye Union School District
have numerous opportunities to explore and engage in the arts.

Our Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) activities are
integrated into the curriculum, aligning with California State

Standards across academic areas. Through music, theatrical
performance, and visual arts, students develop creativity, critical

thinking, and a deeper understanding of themselves and the
world around them. Our VAPA programs provide students with

rich opportunities to explore and develop their artistic abilities in
a supportive and dynamic environment.

https://www.buckeyeusd.org/programs/visual-performing-arts-vapa
https://www.buckeyeusd.org/programs/visual-performing-arts-vapa


November 3,
2024

Buckeye Union
Mandarin
Immersion won
3rd place price
of $1,000 at the
Sacramento
Chinese
Culture event! 

November 8, 2024

Unified Sports Event,
hosted by Valley View

Students from local elementary
schools recently came together for

an inspiring 
Unified Sports soccer game, 
promoting inclusion, teamwork,

and community spirit. The event
brought students of all abilities
together on the field, fostering

friendships and celebrating
diversity through the power of

sports. It was a memorable day
filled with smiles, encouragement,

and great sportsmanship,
highlighting the positive impact of
inclusive activities in our schools.



November 2024

Buckeye Elementary is excited to
provide Meet The Masters Week, an
immersive arts event that introduces
students to the life and legacy of
celebrated artists. This month, young
artists dove into the vibrant and
visionary world of Georgia O’Keeffe,
the "Mother of American Modernism."

November 14, 2024
Valley View Honoring Local Veterans

A celebration honoring local veterans. It was truly inspiring to see
so many of you come together to show your appreciation for those

who have served our country. Your presence helped make the
evening both meaningful and memorable for everyone involved. We

are incredibly fortunate to have such a supportive and engaged
community. Your ongoing involvement in our school events not only
enriches our students’ experiences but also strengthens the bonds

that make Valley View such a special place.

Article Source

https://www.mtdemocrat.com/prospecting/school-administrators-honored-with-county-wide-awards/article_274b51c0-1624-11ef-9826-c7b2826fe844.html
https://www.mtdemocrat.com/prospecting/students-explore-the-beautiful-art-of-georgia-o-keeffe/article_dea70406-ab5f-11ef-a4eb-677ba8d098b8.html
https://www.mtdemocrat.com/prospecting/students-explore-the-beautiful-art-of-georgia-o-keeffe/article_dea70406-ab5f-11ef-a4eb-677ba8d098b8.html


November 15, 2024

Silva Valley celebrated the grand opening of their charming
new learning area by the school garden, creating a special
space for students to grow, explore, and learn outdoors!

February 14, 2025

Oak Meadow 5th graders took learning on a roll during their
STEM field trip to Roller King, where they explored physics
concepts through a fun lesson! 

https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/student-of-the-year-gabriel-lau/article_054d36ec-7452-11ef-9a2a-7fafb47a0324.html
https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/silva-valley-elementary-expands-its-learning-environment/article_32989684-a5ce-11ef-b218-cb2a3f645843.html


March 6, 2025 

Camerado Springs students showcased their creativity and
teamwork by designing, building, and programming robots
using Lego Mindstorms, fostering STEM skills and innovation.

November 14, 2024
 

William Brooks Orchard
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.

Visit them on the 
Garden Tour in June!

https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/student-of-the-year-gabriel-lau/article_054d36ec-7452-11ef-9a2a-7fafb47a0324.html
https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/williams-brooks-garden-continues-to-grow/article_576e2704-9c6d-11ef-ae72-dbb10c4a44ae.html


December 6, 2024
Students prepared and served 
about 400 cookies and then had some
winter fun with the seniors.

February 14, 2025
Below, students dancing to Elvis Music

at the Valentines luncheon!

Rolling Hills CSD Senior Luncheons

Elvis
Lives

February 2025

Oak Meadow took part in Soaring into Kindness Week. Students
participated in kindness-themed spirit days all week and Mrs.
Leslee, School Counselor, taught kindness lessons in classes.



Rolling Hills 6th & 8th grade
teams took 1st place 

in their division! 

Rolling Hills 8th grade 
took 1st overall!

Valley View 7th grade team took
1st place in their division!

Valley View

March 7, 2025

Battle of the Books competition for 6th-8th grade students.
Students compete on grade-level teams from across El Dorado
County. This year, the event was hosted by Rolling Hills.

Camerado Springs



Students and staff recently gathered on the Oak Meadow and
Rolling Hills campus to celebrate the Lunar New Year and
welcome the Year of the Snake with a vibrant and festive

event! 

Each grade level of the Mandarin Immersion students
performed. A highlight of the celebration was the performance
by traditional lion dancers, who brought energy and excitement

as they danced through the crowd, tossing lettuce to
symbolize good luck and prosperity. The event offered a

wonderful opportunity for cultural appreciation and community
connection, as students learned about the rich traditions and

symbolism of the Lunar New Year.

January 29, 2025

Mandarin Immersion

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eqO31v4O1GOdJnz3Bbd_u97UeFkyIhFd/view?usp=sharing


February 2025

GATE activities in the 
spotlight at Rolling Hills

February 27, 2025

Basketball playoffs,
hosted by Valley View

Valley View 
5th grade Champions!

Kelly Rose, GATE Club advisor at Rolling
Hills Middle School, shared Linda
Silverman’s philosophy for nurturing
gifted learners, “Giftedness is not a
guarantee of success; it is a potential for
it. When we recognize giftedness in our
children, it is our responsibility to nurture
and cultivate it.”

https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/student-of-the-year-gabriel-lau/article_054d36ec-7452-11ef-9a2a-7fafb47a0324.html
https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/gate-activities-in-the-spotlight/article_20e37550-ed5c-11ef-ab1b-e766ee83d05f.html


January 31, 2025

Valley View’s art by Savannah Mathew was selected as the
winner to be displayed on an El Dorado Transit bus.  

Happy 50 years El Dorado Transit! Also, thank you to Ms.
McCahon for her art lessons and leading the students to a
2nd year win!

Article Sources

https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/student-of-the-year-gabriel-lau/article_054d36ec-7452-11ef-9a2a-7fafb47a0324.html
https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/valley-view-drives-away-with-another-art-contest-win/article_0fa70ad2-dc2b-11ef-8435-5321832c889b.html
https://www.edcoe.org/Announcements/index.html?capostid=111445&j=424236&sfmc_sub=17603126&l=113_HTML&u=9595170&mid=514000843&jb=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YedMlZHsiwc


February 5, 2025

On February 5, students throughout El Dorado County joined
over two million children across 80 nations in exploring their
creativity through play as part of Global School Play Day, a
grassroots movement encouraging schools worldwide to
dedicate a full day to unstructured play.
 
Silva Valley Elementary School and Valley View Charter
Montessori organized engaging activities designed to spark
imagination, teamwork, and problem-solving, reinforcing the
power of play in learning.

Tori Newman, a TK teacher at Silva Valley Elementary, shared,
“This is my sixth year participating after seeing the need for
unstructured play opportunities for kids. Throughout the day, I
had many kids come up excited to tell me they made a new
friend in our class. It is always amazing to see children explore
and problem solve without structured games and adult
direction.”
 
With another successful Global School Play Day in the books,
local educators and students are already looking forward to
next year’s event. The enthusiasm from students, teachers, and
families highlights the undeniable benefits of unstructured play
in the classroom. Aligned with EDCOE’s core value of
collaboration, this event fosters teamwork, creativity, and
problem-solving; skills that extend far beyond the playground.
As more schools join the movement, the hope is that playful
learning will become a lasting part of the educational
experience.

Article Source

https://www.edcoe.org/Announcements/index.html?capostid=111441&j=424236&sfmc_sub=17603126&l=113_HTML&u=9595174&mid=514000843&jb=1


February 11, 2025

EL (English Learner)
Reclassification Ceremony

The district recently hosted an inspiring EL Reclassification
Ceremony at the district office, celebrating the achievements

of students who have successfully reached English
proficiency. Families, educators, and district leaders gathered

to honor these students' hard work, determination, and
perseverance. The event highlighted the importance of

language learning and recognized the support systems that
have helped these students thrive. It was a proud moment for
all, celebrating not just academic success but also the power

of perseverance and community.

A big thank you to Annie Muse-Fisher, 
English Language Coordinator!



November 13, 2024

The Rotary Club of
El Dorado Hills honors
Valley View student,
Tessa Lavenbarg, as

Student of the Year.

January 8, 2025

The Rotary Club of
El Dorado Hills honors
William Brooks student,
Will Adams, as
Student of the Year.

March 12, 2025

The Rotary Club of
El Dorado Hills honors
Oak Meadow student,

Tye Jaime, as
Student of the Year.

https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/student-of-the-year-gabriel-lau/article_054d36ec-7452-11ef-9a2a-7fafb47a0324.html
https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/student-of-the-year-gabriel-lau/article_054d36ec-7452-11ef-9a2a-7fafb47a0324.html
https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/student-of-the-year-gabriel-lau/article_054d36ec-7452-11ef-9a2a-7fafb47a0324.html
https://www.villagelife.com/news/local/student-of-the-year-will-adams/article_569544a8-d74f-11ef-9d0e-1b286faafca6.html


BUSD EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR
Elvie Absin, TA and Crossing Guard, Valley View, December 18, 2024

Kristina Hilliker, SPED Teacher, Valley View, December 18, 2024

Paul Stewart, Valley View Principal, shared that Elvie was asked what
she liked most about her job and her response was being able to
directly support teachers and students in the classroom and seeing
students progress. The school staff said Elvie cares deeply about her
students and is always encouraging. Students report that they wouldn't
be who they are without Ms. Elvie, that she makes them want to learn
and rise up, and that they are happy because she always gives them a
smile!

Superintendent Roth presented Elvie with a certificate and thanked her
for all she does in support of students and agreed that Elvie is always
warm and welcoming and always has a smile.

Paul Stewart, Valley View Principal, stated that Kristina has been with
Buckeye Union for 28 years. When asked about what she likes about
being a teacher, her response was overwhelmingly, “The kids! Did I
mention the kids?,” and being able to see the students grow over
multiple years. The school staff reports that Kristina is a great
communicator, great at mentoring other teachers, has meaningful
conversations with kids, and goes above and beyond such as starting
the 9/11 Patriot Day annual event about 14 years ago. Students share
that she is there for them and helps them do their best!

Superintendent Roth presented Kristina with a certificate and thanked
her for all she does in support of students. Kristina is a veteran teacher
who has commitment and conviction and exhibits positivity when
working with students. 

Becky Forman, Teacher, Buckeye El, January 15, 2025

Amy Browning, Administrative Assistant, Buckeye El, January 15, 2025

Kevin Cadden, Buckeye Elementary Principal, stated that Becky has
been teaching for 22 years, 9 of which have occurred in Buckeye
Union.  Becky has many talents and is professional and organized. 
Becky’s students are always engaged.  Becky goes beyond teaching,
creating a Christmas store and is a teacher mentor.  Becky is an anchor
person on their staff.

Superintendent Roth presented Becky with a certificate and said that
she is a positive team member and is admired.  We are thankful for her
service.

Kevin Cadden, Buckeye Elementary Principal, stated that Amy is
always smiling and sets the tone. Amy steps in to help with many roles
and never complains. She is exactly the person you would want to work
with. Staff said that she is quiet and calm and always helps, we wish we
could clone her!

Superintendent Roth presented Amy with a certificate and said she is
cool, calm, collected, and committed.  Amy has a comforting and
welcoming presence and that is exactly what is needed in a school
office.



BUSD EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR
Lindy Murray, Administrative Assistant, Blue Oak, February 5, 2025

Amy Lisson, Teacher, Blue Oak, February 5, 2025
Julie Hughes, Blue Oak Principal, stated that Amy has been a dedicated
teacher in Buckeye for nearly 29 years. Amy is consistently reflecting on
how to assist students. Staff said Amy is dedicated, positive, hard
working, and her expertise has contributed to a foundation of student
success. Amy has a welcoming smile and fun loving nature.
Superintendent Roth presented Amy with a certificate and referred to her
as one of the “OG’s of Blue Oak.” Amy is committed, enthusiastic,
professional, and passionate about the site as a whole and she will be
missed!

Julie Hughes, Blue Oak Principal, stated that Lindy is consistently
prepared for the day, makes fair and sound decisions, is a face of calm
for students, and sets the day in motion with positivity. Lindy is loved by
the team. 
Superintendent Roth presented Lindy with a certificate and said that she
provides a sense of calm in the office, and is so professional and
approachable and we are thankful for her work.

Dana Uharriet, Administrative Assistant, Rolling Hills, March 5, 2025

Teri Schmall, Teacher Associate, Rolling Hills, March 5, 2025

Debbie Bowers, Rolling Hills Principal, stated that Dana is truly amazing,
anticipates questions before they happen, and always deals with chaos
with a smile. Dana takes care of the most important stakeholder, our
students! For example, Dana assembled a team to help a family in
desperate need of help. Dana cares deeply and makes things happen, she
is the glue at Rolling Hills!
Superintendent Roth presented Dana with a certificate and commented on
her great sense of humor and how she deals with chaos with composure.

Debbie Bowers, Rolling Hills Principal, stated that Teri jumps in with both
feet in any situation. Teri is calm and patient, always helping students and
teachers. Teri does so much more than her job description, always taking
initiative. Students feel supported and encouraged.
Superintendent Roth presented Teri with a certificate and said she is an
incredibly hard worker supporting the students and our community.
Vicki Ferretti, Teacher, Rolling Hills, March 5, 2025
Debbie Bowers, Rolling Hills Principal, stated that Vicki’s students say she
slays. Students are connecting their food to different points in history.
What Vicki has done for the community is amazing, one event provided
and served 400 cookies at the local senior citizen Valentine luncheon.
Vicki has been creating weekly attendance awards such as “smart”
cookies, smoothies, and popcorn. Vicki is also planting a school garden,
which includes cilantro and tomatoes to truly experience farm-to-fork!
Vicki says, “I feel like I am working in Disneyland, it’s a dream job!”
Superintendent Roth presented Vicki with a certificate and stated that he
is impressed how she is always bringing creative ideas into the classroom,
including when she served Buckeye Union as a Social Studies teacher.



January 15, 2025

Superintendent Roth presented Gloria with a plaque and
thanked her for her nearly 50 years of service to the
Buckeye Union School District, of which 12 have been on
the school board. Gloria has served Buckeye Union in many
roles, including parent, grandparent, teacher, principal,
assistant principal, coach, and more. Gloria has always
conducted herself with grace and respect with the community
and employees. She has always kept the kids first and
foremost in her mind. Gloria’s service has touched generations
and her importance can not be overstated. The Board took a
moment to also express their appreciation of Gloria’s service
to Buckeye Union. Amy Gargani, on behalf of the BTA, also
expressed their appreciation.

Gloria Silva said that she should be the one thanking Buckeye.
In 1975, Gloria attended a Buckeye Board meeting to ask
about the location of the bus stop that she considered unsafe.
Since then, Gloria began attending board meetings. She
shared, “In all these years, Buckeye Board members have
always had the best interests of the District and its students in
the forefront, listening to people, and then doing what was
deemed best.”

GLORIA SILVA
THANKED FOR 5 DECADES OF SERVICE

Gloria Silva will also be awarded with the
Lifetime Achievement Award at an
upcoming El Dorado County School Board
Association meeting.



News from the Central Kitchen
To access menus and other Nutrition Services information, click HERE

ELEMENTARY SITES

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

https://buckeyecafe.org/index.php?sid=1708071704288389&page=menus


Rolling Hills Kitchen Remodel & Expansion Project is
officially getting underway! 
With the implementation of California’s Universal Meal Program (UMP),
students are offered free breakfast and lunch at school. As a result, more
students than ever are selecting school-provided meals. This project will
expand the Rolling Hills kitchen by approximately 600 square feet and provide
updated equipment and a more efficient food service experience for students. 

Project Timeline
Construction Start Date: Week of February 17, 2025
Completion Deadline: July 22, 2025

Project History and Bidding Process
The District had hoped to accomplish this project last year; however, in
January of 2024, the initial bids came in well above budget, and the Board
determined that it would be best to postpone the project. When the District put
the project out for bid a second time, we were pleased that the lowest
responsible bidder came in lower by nearly $500K. The total cost of the project
will be $1,740,000.

Project Funding and Fiscal Responsibility
Funding for this project will come from designated construction funds, including
Fund 25 and Fund 35, ensuring no impact on the District’s General Fund. This
strategic allocation allows the District to make necessary improvements without
reducing the availability of funding for student programs.

Project Scope and Enhancements
The Rolling Hills Kitchen Remodel & Expansion Project aims to expand the
existing kitchen space from 478 square feet to 1,006 square feet. The remodel
will include significant upgrades, ensuring compliance with accessibility
requirements and modernizing meal service capabilities. Key improvements
include:

Expansion of the existing kitchen by removing and reconstructing exterior
walls.
Structural, electrical, mechanical, and roofing modifications.
Upgraded kitchen equipment and interior/exterior wall finishes.
New serving area featuring modern hot/cold serving counters and pass-thru
serving refrigerators.
Expanded dry storage area with new shelving.
Installation of an 80” digital menu board.
Addition of a new drinking fountain with a bottle-filling station.
Substantial path-of-travel accessibility upgrades and restroom accessibility
improvements.

We are excited to see this project underway, as it will enhance the breakfast
and lunch service experience for our students while providing valuable support
to our food service staff.



CLICK HERE 
to learn more about

the BEF 
showcase winners!

CLICK HERE 
to learn more 

about us, 
news and events, &

ways to get involved!

We want to express our heartfelt thanks to all the students in our Buckeye Union
School District who shared their art with our community to showcase what they are

grateful for. An incredible 100+ works of art are featured in our 2024 Art Gallery!

All of the participants in this year's gallery will receive a personalized certificate,
distributed through school in the coming week. 

The judges were very impressed with the emerging talent of our young artists. With
so much great artwork entered, choosing the artwork to receive our top honors was

once again quite a challenge for our El Dorado Hills Arts Association (EDHAA)
judges. Here are selected works from every grade level:

Congratulations to our 2024/2025 selected artists!
TK - "Party" by Ada Xin-Sullivan

Kindergarten - "More Than The Moon And Stars" by Peyton Dariano 
1st Grade - "Life" by Keith Jin

2nd Grade - "Thankful" by Keyz Bhirud 
3rd Grade - "What I'm Grateful For" by Mia Gaub
4th Grade - "My Puppy, Sierra" by Emily Moon

5th Grade - "Sunset Pink Sky" by Josephine Jeong
6th Grade - "Most things I'm Grateful For" by Natalie Boren

7th Grade - "A Sunset in Cameron Park" by Aimee Morgenstern
8th Grade - "Waffles" by Kylie Kwan

https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/2024-poetry-showcase
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/2024-poetry-showcase
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/2024-poetry-showcase
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/2024-poetry-showcase
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/2024-poetry-showcase
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/2024-poetry-showcase
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/volunteering
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/volunteering
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/volunteering
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/volunteering
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/volunteering
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/volunteering
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/volunteering
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/volunteering
https://www.buckeyefoundation.org/volunteering


APPLY @

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!
BUSD Family Engagement 
and Attendance Liaison:
Regina Helmer
rhelmer@buckeyeusd.org
530.676.0164 Ext. 2037

To view more results, visit the:

Our district is dedicated to reducing chronic
absenteeism (defined as missing 10% or more of
school days) by partnering with families, students,
and staff to promote consistent attendance and
student success. These collective efforts are
showing positive results, with recent trends
indicating a reduction in chronic absenteeism on
the California School Dashboard.

We are 
Buckeye!

https://www.edjoin.org/Home/Jobs?rows=10&page=1&sort=postingDate&order=DESC&keywords=buckeye%20union%20school%20district&location=null&searchType=&states=&regions=&jobTypes=&days=0&empType=&catID=0&onlineApps=null&recruitmentCenterID=0&stateID=0&regionID=0&districtID=0&countyID=0&searchID=0
https://www.edjoin.org/Home/Jobs?rows=10&page=1&sort=postingDate&order=DESC&keywords=buckeye%20union%20school%20district&location=null&searchType=&states=&regions=&jobTypes=&days=0&empType=&catID=0&onlineApps=null&recruitmentCenterID=0&stateID=0&regionID=0&districtID=0&countyID=0&searchID=0
https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/09618380000000/2024
mailto:rhelmer@buckeyeusd.org
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