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RS Program Overview

●  “Dual credit” program.  Students earn college credits which are sent to SVEC 
each quarter and posted on an SVEC transcript as high school credits. 

● One quarter class (5 credits) at college = One year (1.0 credit) in HS
● Classes and grades become part of your permanent record at both the 

college and at SVEC.
● Students receive letter grades (A-F) at the college.  The letter grades are 

transferred and posted on the SVEC transcript.  The grades are NOT 
CONVERTED to a “Pass/No Pass”.



Eligibility

● The student is eligible under the grade placement policies of the school 
district to be in the 11th or the 12th grade

● Running start quarters can be Fall/Winter/Spring and ‘limited’ Summer

 WAC 392-169-055. (1/27/23)

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-169-055
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-169-055


Tuition Expense

TUITION = FREE: The tuition for college level classes (100 level and above) are paid 
for by the state through the RS program (Max 21 credits/Quarter). Students must pay 
tuition costs for any credits beyond the 21 credit limit.

Students may take classes at SVEC while in RS, but the more classes they take at 
SVEC, the less credits will be covered and paid for through the RS program.  

1 RS Class + 5 or 6 SVEC classes

2 RS Classes + 3 or 4 SVEC classes

3 RS Classes + 1 or 2 SVEC classes



Actual Costs for Students  

Textbooks are the largest expense.  Used textbooks can often be found online and many 
can be rented through companies like Amazon and Chegg.  Purchasing a new textbook 
can cost 10x’s more than renting one.  Some textbooks are also available for free online. 

Fees: Families are also responsible for paying any student fees, such as technology lab 
fees. If a family meets the federal criteria for financial need, then the fees may be waived 
by the college.  Assistance may also be available for textbooks if funds are available 
through the college. 

https://www.amazon.com/Rent-Textbooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=5657188011
http://www.chegg.com


Transportation

Students must provide their own transportation to and from the college.  Expenses 
may include: parking, gas, bus pass, etc...

● Students can enroll in any local area community college for RS, regardless of 
their resident public school district.

● Most colleges also offer online courses 



College Environment & FERPA

● Adult classmates from a wide variety of backgrounds and experiences.
● Self directed learning, time management skills and independence are 

critical. 
● RS students fall under FERPA:  Family Education Rights and Privacy Act
● FERPA means the student (not parent) has to communicate with the 

college.



Running Start 
Application Process
Follow the specific application steps to the college you are applying to.   Ex. EvCC ctcLink Video User's Guide - How to Apply to 
Everett Community College  Admission Application Guide | Everett Community College

English placement options may include:

● Take the Accuplacer Assessment at the college Accuplacer practice (Cascadia and Bellevue)
● Take the Self Placement Option if available at the college you are applying to (Everett and Lake Washington)
● Submit a qualifying SAT, PSAT, SBAC, score if applicable (This does not usually apply to many SVEC students).

Math placement options may include: 

● Take the Accuplacer Assessment at the college
● Submit a qualifying SAT, PSAT, SBAC, score if applicable Alternative Placement options
● For EVCC: If you are taking Math at home or as an offsite course, you can have your parent submit a letter as your 

“math teacher” that lists your current % in your class since SVEC does not provide letter grades on a transcript.

** Please note: While the college may require you to take the Accuplacer math test, you do not have to place into college level 
math in order to be admitted to RS. You also do not have to take math at the college in order to participate in RS. You could 
decide to take math at SVEC or at home while taking other classes through the college. 

https://youtu.be/LDPTXWB4QEQ?si=tzKKAGG-bgMZ1nHs
https://youtu.be/LDPTXWB4QEQ?si=tzKKAGG-bgMZ1nHs
https://www.everettcc.edu/files/enrollment/future-students/Admission-Application-Guide%201-2023.pdf
https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/students/prepare-for-accuplacer/practice
https://www.everettcc.edu/files/enrollment/outreach-high-school/running-start/rs-placement-2022.pdf


How to Enroll in Classes:  RSEVF 
(Running Start Enrollment Verification Form)

This is the last step once you are admitted to the RS Program

1) Forms are available in the office and on our website at RSVF .  Please fill out 

the top portion along with the recommended classes you plan to take & 

credits you will earn.  If you aren’t sure how to select your classes, please ask 

us for help.

2) Set up an appointment to meet with an SVEC counselor to get it signed

3) Submit your completed verification form to the college.  

4) Access the college’s online system and register for classes.  

https://www.monroe.wednet.edu/svec/student-learning/running-start


How to Choose 
Classes

● You may register for classes that satisfy your high school graduation 
requirements in order to progress towards an SVEC diploma.  

● If you earn an AA degree at the same time you complete high school, you 
can choose to have your diploma issued to you through the community 
college instead of through SVEC.  If the college issues the diploma, the 
specific credit requirements for SVEC do not need to be fulfilled. 

https://www.monroe.wednet.edu/uploaded/SVEC/SVEC_Counseling/Planning_Sheet_for_High_School_SVEC_Diploma_Class_of_2021_Beyond.pdf
https://www.monroe.wednet.edu/uploaded/SVEC/SVEC_Counseling/Planning_Sheet_for_High_School_SVEC_Diploma_Class_of_2021_Beyond.pdf


INTERESTED?  

Everett Community College 

Cascadia Community College 

Bellevue College 

Lake Washington Technical College  

Please visit the specific college you are interested in to find out the information that is 
specific to their program. This presentation gave a general overview of RS, but each 
college may differ slightly in their steps to apply, deadlines, etc...

https://www.everettcc.edu/enrollment/hs-programs/running-start/
http://www.cascadia.edu/advising/running_start.aspx
http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/runningstart/
https://www.lwtech.edu/academics/high-school/running-start/


Unique programs within 
certain colleges

EVCC:  ORCA: Ocean Research College Academy  Open Houses

EVCC: AMTEC Information sessions

Lake WA Technical Academy (like a HS within Lake WA college)

https://www.everettcc.edu/programs/math-science/orca
https://www.everettcc.edu/programs/stem-health-prof/orca/info-sessions
https://www.everettcc.edu/programs/prof-tech-ed/amtec/amtec-facility-tours-and-information-sessions
http://www.lwtech.edu/academics/high-school/technical-academy/


Link to Running Start FAQ: FAQs

Link to Running Start Equivalencies: LINK

Sarah Parry (360) 804-2705 parrys@monroe.wednet.edu

Jennifer Garcia (360) 804-2706 garciaj@monroe.wednet.edu

JeNell Buchanan (360) 804-2726    buchananj@monroe.wednet.edu

Questions?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17QjLh0rbGqVQ5juam3MIh9o_2oMIHOao_tD_Bzn-uY0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13ZPQgkYZfw9CHgEk5hWrIjIuzaNxtLCR8JohYRZHQfQ/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:parrys@monroe.wednet.edu
mailto:garciaj@monroe.wednet.edu
mailto:buchananj@monroe.wednet.edu

