
The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, April 9, 

2024, at twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish 

School Board office.  

Note: There were no comment cards completed for any agenda business item addressed in this 

meeting. Additionally, there were no remote requests for any agenda business item addressed 

in this meeting. 

Presence of the following members was verified through roll call: Tommy Comeaux, 

Shere May, Mike Batey, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves, and Greg Manley. 

President Tommy Comeaux called the meeting to order as he welcomed the 

visitors and guests, followed by the presentation of colors and the Pledge of Allegiance 

by Ouachita Parish High NJROTC, and the Invocation offered by Jared Peters. 

 Jerry Hicks made the motion, seconded by Mike Batey, to approve the minutes of 

the March 14, 2024 regular meeting as well as the March 22, 2024 and April 4, 2024 

Special Called Meetings as written. Motion carried without opposition. 

 Greg Manley made the motion to amend the Agenda to include the addition of #5 

under Permission to Bid, seconded by Shere May. Motion carried by all members.   

 Shere May made a motion to approve the amended Agenda. Jerry Hicks 

seconded the motion, motion carried without opposition. 

 During the Personnel Report, Superintendent Guice announced the opening and 

advertising of three principal positions at Drew Elementary, Riverbend Elementary and 

Swartz Upper Elementary.  

 Mr. Comeaux introduced Aline Smead with the first item of business, Special 

Recognitions. The first honoree recognized was Lauren Howe, Calhoun Middle School, 

as Curriculum Associates 2024 Exemplary Educator. Samantha Valentine, Woodlawn 

Elementary, recognized as 2024 State Finalist Louisiana New Teacher of the Year, 

followed this. The third recognition is the 2024 Louisiana Teacher of the Year State 

Semifinalist, Jennifer Callendar, from George Welch Elementary. The last recognitions 

are for the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 

(PAEMST), the highest honors bestowed by the United States government for K-12 

teachers. The honorees are Jennifer Callendar, George Welch Elementary, 

representing our state in science and Emily Carmichael, Sterlington Elementary, 

representing our state in math.  

  Carrie Ferguson presented the second item of business. Policy GAMB, 
Employee Dress Code and Policy JCDB, Student Dress Code, for consideration. The 
policy review committee will meet on April 25, 2024 to discuss these policies before 
making the recommendation for approval to the school board on May 14, 2024. 
  
 The 3rd item of business, Consider naming SHS football Field in Honor of Dell 

Ashley, was presented by Greg Manley. Mr. Manley, along with committee members, 



Doll Ann Johnson, Lee Doty and Ben Hackler are recommending the SHS Football Field 

be named for Dell Ashley. Mr. Ashley as Head Football Coach at SHS from 1996-2006, 

Assistant Principal 2006-2007 and Principal 2007-2018. Mr. Manley made the motion 

for this dedication, seconded by Harold McCoy. Motion carried unanimously. The 

dedication is to be held on September 6, 2024 at the football game halftime.  

  Item # 4, Consider and select Architect for WMHS Training Facility, presented by 

Shere May making a motion for TBA Studios being selected as Architect, seconded by 

Jerry Hicks. Motion carried unanimously.  

 Regina Mekus presented Item #5, Financial Report for period ending February 

29, 2024. The report includes 3 years of data for comparison.  She stated we are in the 

8th month of the year with a current general fund balance of $50,700,000. Ms. Mekus 

informed the board budget revisions are upcoming and will be presented soon.    

 Steven Hemphill presented the next agenda Item #6, Construction/Renovation 

Projects Report. The Board discussed and accepted the report as presented.  

 Purchasing Agent, Jared Peters, presented the Evaluation of Bids beginning with 

item #1, Surplus Sale. The recommendation to the Board was JJ Merchants at a total of 

$8,433.29.  Greg Manley made the motion to accept the recommendation, seconded by 

Dabo Graves. Motion carried without opposition.  

 Dell was recommended for Item #2, Chromebooks, as the lowest responsive 

bidder. Shere May made the motion to accept the recommendation, seconded by Dabo 

Graves. Motion carried unanimously.   

 The recommendation to approve Womack and Sons Construction Group as the 

lowest responsive bidder for Item # 3, Pinecrest Canopy Upgrades, was presented as a 

motion by Mike Batey, seconded by Jerry Hicks. Motion carried without opposition.  

 Jared Peters recommended Triad Builders as the lowest responsive bid for Item 

#4, Calhoun Elementary Breezeway and HVAC. Mike Batey made the motion to 

approve this bid, seconded by Shere May. Motion carried without opposition.  

 Jared Peters recommended Dave Jackson Builders as the lowest responsive bid 

for Item #5, Drew Elementary Restrooms. Jerry Hicks made the motion to approve this 

bid, seconded by Shere May. Motion carried without opposition. 

 Jared Peters asked permission to Bid on five line items: 

1. Mini-golf ambulances for High Schools 

2. West Ridge Multi=Purpose Building 

3. WMHS Training Facility 

4. Robinson Elementary Parking Lot 

5. Property Sale 12.18 acres(former Myles School) 

Jerry Hicks made the motion to grant permission to bid on these five items, 

seconded by Shere May. Motion carried unanimously.  



 In the President’s Report, Mr. Comeaux invited everyone to attend the Talented 

Art exhibit on April 30, 2024 at Student Support.  

 In the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Guice gave the Board an update on 

classroom camera installations and the School Bus ac installations. He reminded the 

board of the Scholar’s Banquet on April 15, Focus on Education luncheon on April 18 

and Ouachita Parish School Board Job Fair on May 14.  

 There being no further business, Greg Manley made a motion to adjourn, 

seconded by Jerry Hicks. Motion carried and adjourned at 12:41p.m. 

OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 

       

      Tommy Comeaux, President 

ATTEST: 

 

Todd Guice, Secretary 

/sl 


